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When I walk into my father-in-law’s shed, I find a wonderful collection of tools, in fact so many 
that I have little idea what they are for. But I have a job to do. So, I look around and find the 
essential tools that I need for the job at hand. I grab a toolbox to hold them all, and into the 
toolbox I place a hammer, a screwdriver, a tape measure, some pliers, a drill, gloves, a torch, 
and a pencil. I am now ready to go. I have the specific tools I need to get the job done. Whilst 
it may be possible to use some of the many and varied tools in that shed, it is these specific 
and essential tools I know I need to use to effectively do what I must. 

 
As we have worked through the chapters of this book, we have looked at nine essential 

aspects that any person of faith in Jesus should have grasped to do the job that Christ asks of 
his disciples. We started with what it means to be saved by grace, this essential truth 
operating like the toolbox that holds all those following aspects that are essential in 
discipleship. In looking at what it means to be grounded in the word, faithful in prayer, bold 
in witness, resilient in suffering, committed in membership, loving in relationships, godly in 
giving and fruitful in service we have considered many of those ‘tools’ that are essential for 
any disciple as they live out their Christian faith.  

 
The aim here has not been to be a more efficient Christian so that you can streamline what 

you do to minimize the effort that you put in as you live out your faith. The aim has been to 
consider what we must, so that together with others in the church family, we might help one 
another live as effective disciples of Christ. 

 
What Christ asks of his disciples is that they live in such a way that others notice their 

impressive way of life, so much so that they give the glory to God. 

Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 
praise your Father in Heaven. (Matthew 5:16) 

 
And so, friend, pick up the toolbox, and take it with you – for as practical as each essential 

element has been, they will mean nothing if the Christian person does not do something with 
these tools. Under God, go and do what you must, be a shining light before others, and to 
God be the glory. 

 
 
 


