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It was a hard day to forget. It was the last time we saw him.  
Paul had reached the end of his third missionary tour with us in Ephesus where he had 

stayed the longest, so when he sent for us we were eager to see him again. He was in a hurry 
to get back to Jerusalem so we all travelled out to him in Miletus, the whole eldership of the 
Ephesus church. It was one of those ‘last will and testament’ moments. Paul knew that his 
days were numbered and so he wanted to leave us with some final instructions so that we 
might know how to continue on in the faith and service of our Lord Jesus. 

I will never forget what he told us. Like a father telling his children, he talked about gospel 
service. ‘You know how I lived the whole time I was with you’ he said, ‘I served the Lord with 
great humility and with tears.’ And he had. We had seen him stand firm even though he had 
been challenged by the Jews. He had not hesitated to preach anything that was helpful and 
he had taught anyone who would listen, Jews or Greeks. So many had turned to God in 
repentance and faith.  

And then he told us what he thought would happen next – both to him and to us! 
‘I am going to Jerusalem…prison and hardship are facing me’. Everywhere Paul went to 

serve, he seemed faced with a wide assortment of trouble, but he kept going and he told us 
why: ‘I consider my life worth nothing to me if only I may finish the race and complete the 
task the Lord Jesus has given me – the task of testifying to the gospel of God’s grace’. Paul 
was a picture of humble service. We had seen that over and over again. Not only had he been 
the first to proclaim the gospel to unbelievers, he had also served us leaders by proclaiming 
the whole will of God so that we also would be ready and able to serve – just like him. 

And for us, he said ‘Watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers.’ Wise words. As a leader now in the church of God, I was called to serve. 
It had been Paul who had shown me how to do that in a Christlike way. It wasn’t always easy. 
What I had not expected was what Paul warned of next! - ‘After I leave, savage wolves will 
come in among you and will not spare the flock!’. What? Was that part of the deal? Was that 
what had happened to Paul? People from even among the church family would arise and 
distort the truth that he had worked so hard to proclaim – and do it to draw people away 
from Jesus? Talk about a reality check! 

This ‘service’ thing hurts. So much is asked and yet for all the good that can be done, so 
much pain may also occur to those who are serving. That is selfless. That does require 
humility! 

I think Paul must have known what we were thinking because he committed us to God, to 
his word of grace, to that which he had built us up with over the years. He had showed us the 
way. He had not let silver or gold or clothing distract him from serving. He had worked to 
supply his own needs so as not to be a burden. He had modelled the kind of hard work which 
we would have to do to serve the weak. He had lived by the word that our Lord Jesus had 
lived by ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ 

And then he had to go. 
You know, in Paul we saw the kind of service that our Lord Jesus most clearly 

demonstrated. Jesus humbled himself, to the point of death, so that those he died for might 
be exalted. Paul humbled himself, to death, so that those he served might be exalted in Jesus. 
And he asked of us to humble ourselves, even in the face of hardship, so that those we serve 
might be exalted in Jesus. 

I hope that those in the church of God, might always follow the example of Jesus in humble 
fruitful service. 

Inspired by Acts 20:13-35 
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Bible Study  

 
Reflection/Discussion 
If you could sum it up in a sentence, what would you say was the whole purpose of the 
Christian life? 
 
 
 
What is the difference between ‘faithfulness’ and ‘fruitfulness’? 
 
 

 
Pray that this study would help you to hear the Word of God and respond on his terms. 

 
Read Matthew 5:13-16. 
 
This passage occurs at the beginning of the Sermon of the Mount where Jesus is specifically 
teaching his disciples while the crowds who had been gathering listen in (c.f. Matt 5:1 with 
7:28). He uses two metaphors.  
 
1. What is the point of the ‘salt of the earth’ metaphor? (if it helps, Jesus uses the idea of 
‘saltiness’ in relation to discipleship on two other occasions – Mark 9:50 & Luke 14:34). 
 
 
 
2. What is the point of the ‘light of the world’ metaphors? 
 
 
 
3. How are the disciples called to apply these two metaphors? 
 
 
 
4. What is a ‘good deed’ and what makes it ‘Christian’ (anyone in the world can do good 
deeds)? If unsure, have a look at Matthew 22:37—40. 
 
 
 
Read John 15:1-17. 

 
5. The metaphor that Jesus uses to describe the Christian is that of the vine and the branches. 
Who is the vine? Who are the branches?  
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6. Several times in this passage Jesus calls for the disciple to ‘remain in me’. What do you 
think he is asking? 

 
 
 
 

7. What is the fruit that Jesus is looking for here? How is it meant to last? 
 
 
 

 
8. Is it possible to be faithful, but fruitless? 

 
 
 
 

Implications 
How do passages like these, challenge your understanding of Christian service? 
 
 
 
Suggestion: Be creative and inspired: come up with a list of fun and creative ways to do good 
works which will shine a light before those who are stuck in the dark. Pick one – and do it. 
 
 
 
Prayer  

 
Suggestions: 

 Give thanks that you have a gospel that both calls you and gives you good reason 
to serve in the name of Jesus. 

 Pray that you would have the willingness to serve others. 
 Pray that you would be intentional in creating opportunities to do good works for 

the benefit of those who don’t yet know Jesus. And pray that those works will be 
seen to be distinctive because of him. 

 Pray that your efforts would bear Christlike fruit which lasts. 
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The Gift of God 

Service is the Christian family business. To be fruitful in service is the aim.  
 
We have almost come full circle. That fundamental truth, that a Christian is saved by grace 

and not by the good works that they do, means that we arrive at this last essential topic with 
a small tension. Saved by grace, full stop. Yet called to do good works. 

Before looking at this last topic, allow me to address this tension for a moment. As we 
previously considered, being a person of faith in Jesus is not a status which is earned or 
established by some wonderful deed, or by suffering endured, or by things forgone, or by 
church attendance, or by funds given. Being a person of faith is a gift from God and the result 
of the work that Jesus has first done.  

The Apostle Paul says to the Church of Ephesus: 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can 
boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.                                                                                  
(Ephesians 2:8-10) 

In just a few verses. Paul puts ‘good works’ in their rightful place. Salvation is a gift. Like 
any gift, it comes from a giver. Those in faith accept that gift, that does not give them the 
right to boast or take credit for it. 

Think about the nature of a gift. It is given, sometimes at great cost to the giver, yet it is 
given freely for the benefit of the person who receives it. Paul recognises that reality in the 
gospel. Salvation is a gift, given, at great cost by God the Father when he gave Jesus, his only 
son, freely for the benefit of all whom he died for. Now the question. How will that great gift 
be received? 

I was once given a very flashy pen, beautifully inscribed with my name on it. A good gift. A 
costly gift, but not a cost to me. The person who paid the price was the person who generously 
gave me the pen. There are several ways that I could respond. One option was to give it back: 
‘No thanks, I don’t want it’. My loss. A second option, I could take it and then forget about it. 
Put it in my drawer for another day. Nice pen, but whilst it collects dust in my drawer it makes 
no difference to my life. A third option is that I grab it and misuse it. Although it is a nice pen, 
it could double as a makeshift dart for my dartboard. I am not sure how the person who gave 
it would feel about me using such an expensive pen in a way that it was never intended. 
Finally, I could accept, thank the person who gave it to me, and then use it as intended – as a 
pen! 

Allow me to use this story is explain the relationship between grace and good works. 
God gives many gifts, his best gift is salvation in Jesus Christ. Some will fail to see the value 

of the gift at all. They reject it. Their loss. Some will take it, but effectively forget about it, and 
it makes no difference to their life. You could look upon that person and find it very hard to 
distinguish in them anything different to the world around. Some will grab it, yet misuse it. 
This is the kind of person that Paul speaks against. People who want the free gift of salvation 
but will use it to claim some kind of credit. Perhaps they consider that their ‘goods works’, 
makes them deserving of the gift. Or they might boast about what they do as if their works 
somehow keep them saved. The final and the appropriate response, is to accept the gift and 
to use it as intended. 
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This appropriate response to a good gift is Paul’s point in Ephesians 2:10. The way to 
receive the great gift of salvation is to accept it, be thankful, and then live in the light of that 
gift as God intended. That is, do good works in Jesus Christ which God prepared the person 
of faith to do. The Christian, because of their salvation (and not in order to gain salvation) is 
called to do good works. 

 
Now of course, anyone can do a ‘good work’. In fact, you don’t have to be Christian to do 

works that are good, which is why there are numerous examples around the world of people 
doing wonderful deeds for the sake of others. So, what is distinctive about Christian good 
works? 

The answer: Christian good works, serve both God and others, and bear lasting fruit for 
the Lord. This chapter is all about how the Christian disciple should use the good gifts that 
God has given to be fruitful in service. 

 
Work in Creation 
 
And that brings us to the topic of this Chapter: Fruitful in Service. To help us understand 

why good works are so important, allow me to take right back to the beginning of the Bible, 
in fact to when God created humanity. In his perfect creation, there was much to enjoy. It 
was good. Including the work. 

Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so 
that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over 
the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that 
move along the ground.” 

So God created mankind in his own image, 
    in the image of God he created them; 
    male and female he created them. 

God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in 
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and 
the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the 
ground.” 

Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the 
whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be 
yours for food.  And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in 
the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything 
that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And 
it was so. 

God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was 
evening, and there was morning—the sixth day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. 
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By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the 
seventh day he rested from all his work. Then God blessed the seventh 
day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of 
creating that he had done. (Gen 1:26-2:3) 

There is a lot going on in this important passage. At the pinnacle of his creation God creates 
humanity, in his image. He blessed them. What we see is an open relationship where God and 
man dwell together. He gave them everything including a job. They were to rule over all living 
things – the fish, the birds, the livestock and wild animals, all earth-bound creatures, every 
plant and tree. You get the sense that what was given, was meant to be for the benefit of 
both humanity and the creation all around. In ruling over the world, humanity were called to 
act under God. To rule in a way that both honoured God and reflected his image for the 
benefit of all under his authority as creator. 

And God looked at all that he had made, his work, and it was ‘very good’. We should not 
miss the point that God works. 

If we were to read on, the Garden of Eden is described. A home, with all kinds of trees 
‘pleasing to the eye and good for food’ (2:9). In placing man in this perfect garden, he gives 
him a job ‘to work and take care of it’ with one rule ‘eat from any tree in the garden but you 
must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil for when you eat of it you will 
surely die’ (2:17). 

 
Imagine a great palace. The kind of place that would be fit for royalty. Ball rooms with floor 

to ceiling windows, dining rooms with the best of silverware, a library with every title you 
could imagine, kitchens with fridges and pantries stuffed full of every kind of delicacy, 
bedrooms with four-poster beds and each with a decadent ensuite. The lap of luxury. And 
then the grounds with perfectly manicured lawns, tennis courts, the most enormous pool, 
stables, rose gardens with every colour possible, and more. In the middle of the ground, there 
is a locked shed, and on the door it says ‘no entry, for your own safety’.  

Genesis 1 and 2 paints picture of an even better dwelling than this palace and grounds. A 
world where God lives with humanity enjoying all that is given – all, that is, except that one 
tree. It is as if God has said, ‘Join me and enjoy, it is my gift to you. I ask that you care for the 
world I have given you, and as you do, don’t touch the tree I know will hurt you’. 

In creation, we see what God expects of humanity. This gift comes with the expectation 
that it is used well and in accordance with how God intended – and while enjoying all that 
was offered, his expectation was still that man would work and that he would be obedient to 
what God asks of him. To be able to work (as God did), is one of his gifts. And then, to be able 
to rest (as God did) is another blessing that he offered.  

 
It does not take long for humanity to mess it up. You know the story. It comes in the very 

next chapter (Genesis 3). Very quickly this blessing turns to a curse. Adam and Eve, tempted 
by the devil in the form of a serpent, eat of the only tree that they were not to eat from and 
they do indeed gain knowledge of good and evil for they discover how bad evil can be. It hurts.  

It is as if they have ignored the palace and all the grounds and decided to focus their 
attention on the shed. They disregarded the warning, broke in, only to discover everything 
that they didn’t like or want. 

As a result, God bans them from the perfect garden and their work, once fruitful, becomes 
laboured (Gen 3:22-23). The first example of someone taking a gift and using it badly. What 
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was perfect, was now damaged. The open relationship between God and man is now closed. 
The result would be experienced by all who follow.  

From living like royalty, humanity found themselves thrown out of the palace and escorted 
from the grounds - no longer able to enjoy the luxuries of living and working at the best 
address ever. 

The tragedy of Genesis 3 is not the end of the story. God does not wipe his hands of 
humanity. Instead, he puts into place a rescue plan which goes from Adam right to Jesus. By 
word and promise God directs and gives his people a way forward and leads them back into 
a perfect relationship with himself. God may have rested from his work of creation, now he 
begins his work of salvation. 

 
Work in Salvation 
 
God’s work in salvation would ultimately bring humanity back to the palace and restored 

into a position in which they could enjoy working and living with all the blessings of royalty. 
For they would be brought home with the King. 

The unfolding story of the Bible takes us on this journey. From creation, and the fall, 
through the ups and downs that are revealed in the story of the people of God (Israel). At its 
most basic, the story of the Old Testament is a repeat of Genesis 1 to 3. God giving his people 
something that would be a blessing – be it a promise (like that which he gave Noah, Abraham, 
Moses, David, Jeremiah), a provision (like children, freedom, protection, food, water, victory, 
land and more), or a command (like the 10 Commandments, or his word through his chosen 
agent like the Judges, Kings or Prophets). And the people of God took that promise or 
provision or command and either ignored it, forgot it, or misused it just like Adam. They failed. 
Failing to do the work that was asked or to serve in the way that was requested. The result: 
Israel found themselves repeatedly at odds with God and not enjoying the circumstance that 
they found themselves in. It is a pattern which repeats over and over and over. 

Until Jesus. 
 
Jesus came to ‘rule’ in a way that modelled the image of God. In fact, he was to be called 

‘Immanuel which means ‘God with us’” (Matt 1:23)’. Immediately following Jesus’ baptism, 
he is led into the wilderness and for forty days and nights. He is tempted.  

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The 
tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these 
stones to become bread.” 

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on 
every word that comes from the mouth of God.” 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest 
point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself 
down. For it is written: 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
    and they will lift you up in their hands, 
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 
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Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to 
the test.’” 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all 
the kingdoms of the world and their splendour. “All this I will give you,” 
he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 

 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the 
Lord your God, and serve him only.’” (Matt 4:1-10) 

The comparison with Adam is striking. Whilst Adam is in a garden of provision, Jesus is in 
the wilderness of want. Both are tempted by the devil, yet Adam and Eve trip at the first 
hurdle. Jesus on other hand, whilst hungry is offered bread but refuses, for to use his power 
for his own desires would be to rule in a way that rejects his Father. Jesus is then placed at 
the high point of the temple and told to jump as a way to ‘prove’ his importance to God. Again 
he refuses, for to put God to the test would be to misuse the access he had to his father. Jesus 
is then taken to a high mountain lookout and showed all the kingdoms of the world in all their 
splendour. Deny God, forget him is the request. Jesus is unmoved by this final lie. 

Unlike Adam and Eve, Jesus holds to what God said. Three times tempted. Three times he 
says ‘It is written’ and with his final reply we see what it truly means to ‘rule’ under God, Jesus 
says: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’(4:10, c.f. also Luke 4:8). 

 
At this, Jesus’ public ministry begins – his message: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 

come near’ (Mt 4:17 c.f. Mark 1:15). The work of bringing people back home had begun. Jesus 
was calling people back to the palace, back to the garden, and into a relationship where they 
could dwell with God forever. 

In Jesus, we have the visible model of how to live as one who worshipped and served the 
Lord. As the instructor for his disciples, and then by extension all those who would follow, 
Jesus showed how to serve both God and others, and how to bear fruit for the Lord. 

 
Fruitful Works 
 
It does not take long for the people to take notice. Jesus sees the gathering crowd and 

perches himself on a mountainside and begins what becomes famously known as the ‘Sermon 
on the Mount’ (Matthew 5-7). 

He uses fruit as a metaphor to instruct his disciples in how they should live. He says the 
external fruit that comes from what a person does will tell you whether they are internally 
good or bad.  

 
“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, 
but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.  By their fruit you will 
recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from 
thistles? Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree 
bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree 
cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you will recognize 
them. (Matthew 7:15-19 c.f. Luke 6:43-45 – emphasis mine) 

 



The Essential Christian  
Chapter 9 – Fruitful in Service 
 

Chapter 9 - Fruitful in Service (2) 9 of 13 Ken D Noakes 

 

If the ‘false prophet’ is motivated by that which is bad and wrong, then the outcome of 
their actions will eventually show their error (for it is impossible for good fruit to come from 
a bad tree). Conversely, if a person (a disciple) is motivated by that which is good and right, 
then the outcome of their actions will eventually show their quality (for good fruit can only 
come from a good tree). The same measure applies to both; ‘by their fruit you will recognise 
them’. You will notice that this fruit is obvious to all. Everyone can see the difference between 
a grapevine or fig tree which produces fruit that can be enjoyed as opposed to a thornbush 
or thistle that offers nothing of value. 

In John’s gospel, that fruit analogy is picked up again as Jesus calls himself the true vine 
and his disciples the branches (as you looked at in the Bible study).1 As such, he wants his 
disciples to ‘bear much fruit’, showing themselves to be his disciples and in doing so giving 
the Father glory (John 15:5-8). In fact, he appointed them so that they would ‘go and bear 
fruit – fruit that will last’ (15:16).  

What is the fruit? It is that they would love others, specifically that they would love others 
in such a way that everyone would know that they were disciples of Jesus (15:17 c.f. 13:34-
35). Yet how is it, that fruit lasts? An act of love today may be forgotten tomorrow in the same 
way that the fresh fruit that I buy today, if it remains in my fruit bowl long enough, will 
eventually perish. The lasting fruit referred to in John 15, is the loving efforts that draw others 
to Jesus so they also might enjoy that which comes with being part of the true vine. And as 
they then take their part as a disciple of Jesus, they too are called to ‘bear fruit – fruit that 
will last’.  

 
Whilst it took a while for the disciples to catch on, they clearly did. For there are numerous 

places in the New Testament (written by the disciples of Christ) where instruction were given 
to individuals or the church at large to do good deeds that will bear fruit. In Colossians, it is 
Paul’s prayer that believers would ‘live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: 
bearing fruit in every good work’ (Col 1:10). The Galatians were told that ‘the fruit of the Spirit 
is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control’ 
(Gal 5:22-23). The Corinthians were told ‘give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord (1 Cor 
15:58) and to ‘abound in every good work’ (2 Cor 9:8). Timothy is instructed to teach believers 
to ‘do good, to be rich in good deeds’ (1 Timothy 6:18). Titus is to tell those who have been 
redeemed and purified in Jesus Christ to be ‘eager to do what is good’(Tit 2:14) and then to 
call them to ‘devote themselves to doing what is good’ (Tit 3:8). The Christian family in 
Hebrews is called to ‘spur one another on in love and good deeds’ (Heb 10:24). And James, 
the brother of Jesus, suggests that ‘faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead’ 
(James 2:17).  

All this is to say that Christians are called to do good works – that is works that will last. 
They know the gift that comes with salvation in Jesus. To accept this wonderful gift, is to then 
use what you have been given in a way that serves God and serves others. And the aim should 
be to bear fruit for the Lord by calling people to Jesus in word and deed. 

 
Works of Service 

 
1 There is a wider contrast in view here. In scripture, the people of God (Israel) were previously described as a 
‘vine’ – yet in the Old Testament this vine is always described as fruitless, useless and marked for destruction 
(c.f. Ps 80:8-19; Is 5:1-7; Jer 2:21; Ek 15:1-8). The reason: Israel were continually unfaithful. When Jesus calls 
himself the ‘true vine’ in John 15, he picks up on the Old Testament promise that the people of God would be 
restored (Is 27:2-6). Jesus is the true and faithful vine and as a result fruitful as intended. And so, to call his 
disciples to ‘remain in him’ (a repeated phrase in John 15) he is saying they must also bear good fruit. 
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So, what do good works which are acceptable to God look like? Again, Jesus is the best 

model.  
When James and John, two of Jesus’ disciples requested the positions of honour on his 

right and left hand, Jesus offers them a lesson in humility: 
 
Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and 
whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man 
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many.” (Mark 10:43-45 c.f. Mark 9:35; Matt 20:26-28) 
 

Jesus uses servant and slave language to describe the attitude he expects of his disciples. 
It is hard to get up in arms about this request when he himself took that very path – he came 
not to be served but to serve. For Jesus, greatness is seen in the way his disciples serve.  

 
Let’s get practical and think about works of service which are directed towards a) God, b) 

those who are not yet disciples, and c) those who are disciples. In numerous ways, many of 
the essential topics covered so far have been applied in ways that are acts of service. So, allow 
me to offer some diagnostic questions that may help as you consider some of the many ways 
in which you could do works of service. 

 
 Serve the Lord in such a way that gives glory to him 
 

First, in whatever way you serve, it should be in such a way that gives glory to God.  
‘Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 

Father in heaven’ (Matt 5:16). The implication of what Jesus says here is both horizontal and 
vertical. As the Christian does good deeds before others (horizontal) they are serving. And the 
driving purpose behind the good deeds should be that it causes the recipient to offer praise, 
not to the doer of the good deed, but to God the originator of good deeds (vertical). Do good 
works for others to the glory of God. Conversely, whilst recognising that the Christian is not 
perfect, watching your behaviour before others is helpful as when you fail your deeds may 
cause people to question God – hardly glorifying. 

Colossians 3:23-24 suggests, ‘Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working 
for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from 
the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving’. Your work in our human context, 
is in fact primarily for the Lord Jesus. There is freedom that comes with this reality. Whether 
or not your work is appreciated, humanly speaking, the way you serve will still be recognised 
by the Lord. 

There are many codes of football played around the world. One thing that all seem to have 
in common are eager supporter bases. People who ‘follow’ their favourite team, arrange their 
week so that they can go or watch the game, dress up in their team colours, and post team 
paraphernalia on their social media profiles all indicating their support. They give glory to 
their team because their actions and words are saying ‘I follow this team’. 

The Christian is called to be an avid supporter of Jesus. There are many ways that that 
support can be indicated – but the best way is to ensure that your deeds point people to who 
you follow. To serve in such a way that it is obvious that you are on Team Jesus. The result, 
glory goes to God. 
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And so, as you make the decisions about how to use your gifts, time and energy a good 
question to ask is ‘Will this work of service help to bring glory to God?  

 
 Serve the Lord in such a way that others may give glory to him. 
 
Second, work out ways to serve those who are not yet disciples so that they may see the 

value and benefit of being a disciple themselves. 
The Apostle Peter writing to displaced and scattered Christians said: ‘Live such good lives 

among the pagans that, though they may accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good 
deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us’ (1 Peter 2:12). Despite being persecuted for 
their faith, these Christians are called to serve those who may even be the persecutors.  

It is the quality of their life that is on display, such that even the person who wants nothing 
to do with faith in God is caused to praise its value. History is full of examples where Christians 
have served and helped others, driven by their Christian convictions. The establishment of 
hospitals, schools, charities (to pick just three examples) have often been the result of 
Christians wanting to serve the community in a way that reflects Christ. Whilst it is true that 
some of those establishments have now become secular in their approach, and some have 
done such a poor job that their deeds are now quite clearly seen as bad deeds, the point still 
stands. Live such good lives in what you do that outsiders will give the credit to God. 

That will not happen if the disciple fails to find ways to serve the world around them in a 
way that addresses a felt need and clearly demonstrates their faith motivation. Consider your 
workplace, your primary, secondary or tertiary school, a sports club, your neighbourhood, 
voluntary services or charities, the military reserves and more.   

 
And so, as you make the decisions about how to use your gifts, time and energy a good 

question to ask is ‘Can I serve the world around me in a way that will open doors for people 
to consider faith in Christ?’ or ‘How can I make a difference in the lives of those who don’t 
know Jesus?’ 

 
 Serve the Lord in such a way that helps one another give glory to him. 
 
Finally, serve in ways that will help other believers live for Jesus.  
The Apostle Peter is again helpful. In speaking to the church family he says ‘Each of you 

should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s 
grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very 
words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in 
all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for 
ever and ever. Amen.’ (1 Peter 4:10-11). This is a call to serve and to use the various gifts and 
skills that God has given to care for those in the family of God. Will that always be easy, or 
convenient, or exciting? Experience will tell you, that will not always be the case. Serving 
others takes time and energy, yet that is what is asked of those who have received God’s 
grace (his gifts) in its various forms. And notice that the strength is given by God in order for 
you to carry out those works of service. 

Disciples of Jesus should put motivation before convenience. Serving in a way that speaks 
the very words of God, so that in all things, he might be praised through Jesus. 

The church (both local and universal – as we saw in Chapter 6: Committed in Membership) 
is a good place to serve. Most churches have many and various ways in which members can 
serve and many use ‘rosters’ to organise the way people serve. Rosters may be an efficient 
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way to organise the formal ways people serve, but if the sum total of the mission or ministry 
activity that happens in a church is limited to only the times that a person serves on a roster 
– then that would be a poor gathering of believers indeed. For all Christians are called to 
serve. Use whatever gifts you have received to serve others and in such a way that helps them 
also give glory to God. 

 
And so, as you make the decisions about how to use your gifts, time and energy a good 

question to ask is ‘What can I do to serve with my church family?’ If you don’t know how or 
what you could do, ask someone in leadership. One of Christ’s gifts to the church are those 
who give shape to mission and ministry – the apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and 
teachers (Eph 4:12-13). Their job, is not to do all the works of service, but ‘to equip [Christ’s] 
people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up’ (4:12). 

 
 
In service of the King 
 
One final comment as we close. We serve today, because tomorrow is coming. 
At the last supper, as Jesus was preparing to make that ultimate sacrifice and head to the 

cross, he taught his disciples to serve with the future in mind.  
 

The greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who 
rules like the one who serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the 
table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I 
am among you as one who serves. You are those who have stood by me 
in my trials. And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred 
one on me, so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and 
sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. (Luke 22:26-30) 

 
Note the kingdom language here. As with all kingdoms, the king (or monarch) is the most 

important. Yet with this kingdom, the one who rules is the one who serves. To draw out the 
implication, Jesus describes a royal table at which those who have served with him are to 
enjoy the eating and drinking expected of a royal banquet. He is painting a picture of what is 
in store for all those who are with him (even through the trials). Here is a King, who serves, 
and gives to his disciples the banquet of all banquets. 

To return to the previous illustration of the great palace with the beautiful grounds, an 
estate which the people of God could enjoy with him. It is because of Jesus the King, that his 
people have been brought back, not only to the grounds, or into the great palace, but to the 
royal banquet table, at home with the King. 

The Bible closes by describing a new home for the people of God (Rev 21:1-5). The garden 
is transformed into a city. A new heaven and new earth and one where the dwelling place of 
God is now among his people. A picture of provision even beyond that which we saw in 
Genesis 1 and 2. A picture of security without the risk that it could all be taken away as we 
saw in Genesis 3. And on the throne, as promised, is the one who made ‘everything new’. The 
Servant King. Jesus. 

Now, like this king, the disciple is called to serve. For service is the Christian family business 
because that is what Jesus asked of his disciples – then and now, and until he returns. 
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Action Reflection 
What about your thinking and your behaviour should be changed as a result of this ‘essential’ 
Christian quality? 
 
 
 
What is a step you can take to make that change this week?  
 
 
 
Pray about it. 

 
 
 
 


