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What an incredible city. As I look around, Athens was imposingly magnificent. Over there, 

the massive harbour of Piraeus – helping make the city a centre for trade. Over there the 

Temple of Zeus with its imposing columns scaling up to the high ceilings and with statues 

everywhere, one to this god and another to that god – they like their religion! Over there at 

the entrance to the city stands the beautiful Hadrian’s Arch, on one side it dedicates the city 

to Emperor Hadrian and on the other side to Theseus! – there is politics behind everything 

and this city is no exception. Over there the huge two-tiered covered colonnade called the 

Stoa of Attalus, the largest marketplace around – making this city a centre of culture and 

fashion. The Epicurean and Stoic philosophers would sit day by day in the marketplaces and 

argue about ideas – there is so much idealism just pervading this culture. And all of this, 

sitting in the shadow of the Acropolis. Many Greek cities have some kind of citadel 

constructed on hills overlooking their cities, but none were as formidable or as famous as 

the Parthenon perched high above Athens – making this a city of power and a tourism gold 

mine. 

But it was to the Areopagus on Mars Hill, just a few hundred feet down from the Acropolis, 

where they brought me. This was the where the governing body of the city met. You see, I 

had been preaching the good news about Jesus and his resurrection and the people of the 

city thought that I was advocating for a foreign god and so, interested, they asked me about 

this ‘new teaching’. I guess I was presenting an idea which they wanted to postulate about. 

My name is Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, set apart for the gospel of God. Ever since my 

Lord appeared to me and called me to be his witness, I have looked for opportunities to 

testify about him. I had always started in the synagogue with the Jews and then moved on 

to appeal to the Gentiles. This time, for the first time, all those standing before me were 

Gentiles. So I talked about what I had seen around their great city – the statues, the 

monuments, the objects of worship. It was clear they were very religious, yet still so lost. 

They didn’t know who to worship! 

I had seen an altar, inscribed ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD’. What is that about? I used this ‘idol’ 

to testify about Jesus. Here was my approach: 

I started with who I thought they could relate to – God. They obviously thought highly of the 

‘gods’ so I taught them about the sovereign and provident nature of the true God. It was 

God who made all, the heavens and the earth. It is God who gives life to all people. God was 

not limited to the many temples I could see around, he is not served or provided for by the 

people of Athens. He doesn’t need anything, he created it all in the first place. All nations, 

including the people of Athens, were made so that all would seek him out and reach out to 

him. If there was ever a city that should be able to understand the importance of an all 

sovereign and generous God – it was Athens! So far so good.  

Next, I described God’s judgement. Not such a popular topic! I said that in the past God had 

overlooked the ignorance of all people, but that now God was asking all people to repent. 
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This seemed to challenge my listeners. I hoped it would. To repent is to turn away from the 

many liberties that we as humans take which happens when we ignore what God actually 

asks of us. If the Athenians didn’t even know about the true God, then they wouldn’t have 

realised that God wanted them to turn back to him. 

Then I introduced them to Jesus.  

There is a day coming I said, when God’s true judge would set all things right. He would 

judge the world with justice. Everyone likes the idea of justice. That is a day to look forward 

to. You want to know who God’s true judge is – it is Jesus. We know that, because God 

raised Jesus from death to life. He can be the judge of both the living and the dead – 

because he was the only one who lived after death. 

Talking about Jesus’ resurrection caused an interesting response. Some sneered. Some 

wanted to hear more. And a few believed. 

I take it, that is what Jesus commissioned me to do. To be his witness. That doesn’t mean 

everyone will accept what I say, but it does mean that those who want to hear more can 

ask, and those who believe, will.  

 

Right, who can I talk to next? 

 

Inspired by Acts 17:16-34  



The Essential Christian 

Chapter 4 – Bold in Witness 

Chapter 4 - Bold in Witness 3 of 17 Ken D Noakes 

 

 

Bible Study: Bold in Witness 

Reflection/Discussion: 

‘Do the work of an evangelist’ means what and speaks to whom? 

  

 

The Bible talks about eye-witnesses and witnesses – is there a difference? 

 

 

 

Be ready for some Bible surfing. The Bible has a lot to say about witness, and as you move through 

the Bible you see a development in the scope of witness from Israel (God’s Old Covenant People) 

through to All Nations (under God’s New Covenant). 

Suggestion: Be creative and inspired – Create a ‘witness timeline’ plotting each of the verses you look 

at. 

Read Psalm 96 

NIV Psalm 96 (1000BC approx.) 

Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 2 Sing to the LORD, 

praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. 3 Declare his glory among the 

nations, his marvellous deeds among all peoples. 4 For great is the LORD and most 

worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. 5 For all the gods of the nations 

are idols, but the LORD made the heavens. 6 Splendour and majesty are before him; 

strength and glory are in his sanctuary. 7 Ascribe to the LORD, O families of nations, 

ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his 

name; bring an offering and come into his courts. 9 Worship the LORD in the 

splendour of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth. 10 Say among the 

nations, "The LORD reigns." The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; he 

will judge the peoples with equity. 11 Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 

let the sea resound, and all that is in it; 12 let the fields be jubilant, and everything in 

them. Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy; 13 they will sing before the 

LORD, for he comes, he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in 

righteousness and the peoples in his truth. 

 

1. Here the Psalmist calls ‘all the earth’ to sing to the Lord. What should they sing and proclaim 

and declare? Why? 

 

 

 

Notice this ‘song’, is in response to both the salvation and judgement of the LORD. 
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Read Matt 1:20-21 

NIV Matthew 1:20-21 (4 BC) 

But after he [Joseph] had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 

wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 

to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 

from their sins." All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had said through the 

prophet: 23 "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will 

call him Immanuel"--which means, "God with us." 

2. The salvation of the Lord got personal – it comes in Jesus who will save. Who specifically will 

he save and what will he save them from? 

 

 

 

Read Matthew 10:5-10 

NIV Matthew 10:5-10 (27AD) 

These twelve [disciples] Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Do not go 

among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. 6 Go rather to the lost 

sheep of Israel. 7 As you go, preach this message: 'The kingdom of heaven is near.' 8 

Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. 

Freely you have received, freely give. 9 Do not take along any gold or silver or 

copper in your belts; 10 take no bag for the journey, or extra tunic, or sandals or a 

staff; for the worker is worth his keep. 

 

3. Who does Jesus send the disciples too? 

 

 

 

 

4. What does he mean by ‘The kingdom of heaven is near.’? 

 

 

 

Read Luke 10:1-12 

NIV Luke 10:1-12 (28AD) 

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead 

of him to every town and place where he was about to go. 2 He told them, "The 

harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, 

to send out workers into his harvest field. 3 Go! I am sending you out like lambs 

among wolves. 4 Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on 



The Essential Christian 

Chapter 4 – Bold in Witness 

Chapter 4 - Bold in Witness 5 of 17 Ken D Noakes 

 

 

the road. 5 "When you enter a house, first say, 'Peace to this house.' 6 If a man of 

peace is there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will return to you. 7 Stay in that 

house, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his 

wages. Do not move around from house to house. 8 "When you enter a town and 

are welcomed, eat what is set before you. 9 Heal the sick who are there and tell 

them, 'The kingdom of God is near you.' 10 But when you enter a town and are not 

welcomed, go into its streets and say, 11 'Even the dust of your town that sticks to 

our feet we wipe off against you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God is near.' 12 

I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town. 

 

5. What is the message that the seventy-two are to take? Is it a good message? 

 

 

6. Have a look in your Bible at the context of this passage (c.f. Luke 9:51-56). Where was Jesus 

headed and who at this point was his opposition? 

 

 

Jesus enters Jerusalem and his first stop is the Jewish temple (Matt 21:10-13) and the opposition he 

faces begins with the chief priests and the teachers of the law (Matt 21:15 through to his trial 27:20). 

The last question Jesus answers comes from Pilate ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ and Jesus’ answer 

is simple: ‘Yes, it is as you say’ (27:11). He is crucified. Three days late he rises from the dead. 

Read Matthew 28:16-20 

NIV Matthew 28:16-20 (30AD) 

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told 

them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then 

Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 

to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 

end of the age." 

 

7. Again Jesus sends his disciples out. Who does he send them too? What does he ask them to 

do? 
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Read Acts 1:8 

NIV Acts 1:6-8 (30AD + 40 days) 

So when they [Jesus with his disciples] met together, they asked him, "Lord, are 

you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to them: "It is not 

for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But 

you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

 

8. This is the last time Jesus meets with his disciples before being taken up into heaven. What 

did the disciples expect Jesus to do? 

 

 

9. What did Jesus ask them to do? 

 

 

What follows in the book of Acts is a record of the gospel going out from Jerusalem, into all Judea 

and Samaria on route to the ends of the earth (the gentile nations). Have a quick look at the 

progress - 2:41; 2:47; 6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 13:49; 16:5; 19:20; 28:31. 

Finally, read Revelation 7:9-10 

NIV Revelation 7:9-10 (coming on the day of the LORD) 

After this I [John in his vision] looked and there before me was a great multitude 

that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing 

before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and 

were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud voice: 

"Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb." 

 

10. Revelation gives a vision of what is to come. Who will be present? Who will ‘they’ be 

standing before? And what will be the song (remember Psalm 96)? 

 

Implication/s 

11. What should being a ‘witness’ of Christ look like today – in our family, in our workplaces, in 

our places of study, in our church? 

 

 

12. What would be an inappropriate or wrong response? 

 

Spend some time praying 
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Celebrity! 

I love ‘celebrity’. I mean real ‘celebrity’.  

A celebrity is someone who is publicly known for something distinctive. Something that 

others can look at, write about, or admire. A celebrity is someone who others want to 

follow, or know, or be like. Maybe they can move faster, or jump further, or climb higher, or 

dive deeper, or hit harder. Maybe they can sing louder, or act more convincingly, or dance 

more expertly, or write more creatively, or speak more persuasively, or make people laugh 

more hysterically. Maybe they can make more money, or invent more things, or manage 

more people. There are many reasons why someone becomes famous and stands out in a 

culture. 

When we follow ‘celebrity’, there is always a cost. It may be our time, money or energy. 

When the entertainer arrives on our shores, we pay (sometimes exorbitant amounts of 

money) to go and see them. When our favourite team plays our favourite sport, we dress up 

in the team colours (regardless of how ridiculous we might look) and head out to support 

them. When a royal arrives, we line the streets (well, some of us do!) and cheer. We read 

about celebrities. We buy products or services promoted by celebrities. And then when they 

die, we collectively mourn those celebrities. 

Yet, celebrities come and go. For so many, their star shines for a while, and then when the 

talent or reason which got them the attention in the first place loses its appeal, the celebrity 

fades from view. The mark of a genuine celebrity is that they continue across the years to 

gain attention and be appreciated by the wider public (even if that means being ridiculed at 

the same time). Often, these celebrities become known and loved for things that were 

secondary to why they first came to public attention. The genuine celebrity is rare. 

Let me ask you a question: Would you say Jesus was a celebrity? 

It seems like a crass way to talk about Jesus, worldly at best. But, for a moment let us just 

think about Jesus the celebrity! 

Jesus is known by others for something distinctive – he came to offer forgiveness of sins and 

life forever with God. He offers something that frankly, no one else can offer. People have 

looked at, written about, and admire who he is and what he did. There are people who 

follow him and want to know about him and find out how they can do what he did. Over the 

centuries, he has gained attention and continues to be appreciated by the wider public. Yes, 

he has his critics (as celebrities tend to have), and it is not uncommon for people to look at 

Jesus and focus on things that seem to be secondary to what he claimed was most 

important – they may see him as only a good teacher, a miracle worker, a moral man, a 

radical, or a political maneuverer. 

Yes, Jesus does fit the bill. In many ways Jesus is a celebrity. He is famous. 
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Yet, there is something very un-celebrity about Jesus. His star shines, not for his benefit, but 

for those he came to save.  

Bold in Witness 

The topic of this chapter is: Bold in Witness. It is named as such because that is what Jesus 

asked of his disciples. And that is what Jesus’ first disciples did. To be a witness, you have to 

be willing to make a stand, to testify, to speak on behalf of the person or the event that you 

are bearing witness to. The aim is to provide enough reason or evidence for someone who is 

not a witness to ascertain the truth behind what you say. 

Jesus, following his death, appeared on many occasions to his disciples and before his final 

appearance he said: 

46  “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the 

dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins 

will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem.48 You are witnesses of these things.            (Luke 24:46-48) 

It is not every day that a dead person comes back to life! For that event to have credibility 

there would need to be evidence and one of the best evidences is that of personal 

testimony and witness. The disciples, having been with Jesus for the best part of three 

years, had heard what he had taught, had seen what he could do, had listened as he 

explained Old Testament scripture, had come to understand that he was indeed the 

Messiah, and had been mystified when Jesus had predicted his own death and resurrection. 

Theoretically, they should have been able to connect the dots better than anyone.  

When those predicted events – his arrest, and suffering, his death and then incredibly his 

resurrection –  happened, and happened just as Jesus said they would, the disciples found 

themselves in a unique position. What they knew was no longer theoretical, it had become 

historical fact. And they were the witnesses. 

The good news about Jesus would only be news if it was told. And the good news about 

Jesus would only be known to be good if it was explained. The disciples had a job to do.  

The Great Commission 

Matthew’s gospel finishes with what is called the great commission. Again the resurrected 

Jesus stands before his disciples. He says: 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely 
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I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”    

          (Matthew 28:18-20) 

Look at the instruction that Jesus gives: ‘Make disciples of all nations’. This is a command 

that is hard to fulfil unless the disciples go out and address those of the nations. As they 

testify, as they proclaim the good news about Jesus, people will come to believe and they 

are the ones who should be baptised and then instructed in how to live their lives. To make 

disciples therefore, you must go, baptise into belief, and teach what it means to be a 

disciple. In this commission, Jesus is instructing his disciples to go and do what he had first 

done with them. Just in case, that job freaked them out (after all it is rather daunting!), 

Jesus finishes with a wonderful assurance – as you go, then remember ‘I am with you 

always, to the very end of the age’. 

In our secular world, we appoint. Most people when they accept a job, they accept an 

appointment and with that appointment comes the expectation that you will do the job for 

which you are hired. If you don’t, then it is entirely appropriate that your appointment is 

reviewed, and you are shown the door. 

The great commission, is like an appointment for Christians. Jesus says to his disciples, I 

have chosen you. I have saved you. I have taught you. And now I have a job for you. My 

expectation is that you will go and do that job: make disciples of all nations. They did. We 

know that, because we today are the disciples from those nations. 

Believe and Confess 

The Apostle Paul in Romans argues that a Christian cannot rightly call themselves a disciple 

unless they both believe and confess that ‘Jesus is Lord’. 

9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is 

with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your 

mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 11 As Scripture says, 

“Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.” 12 For there 

is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all 

and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on 

the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And 

how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And 

how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 And how 

can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How 

beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” (Romans 10:9-

15) 



The Essential Christian 

Chapter 4 – Bold in Witness 

Chapter 4 - Bold in Witness 10 of 17 Ken D Noakes 

 

 

Paul’s desire is to see people saved and he knows that salvation is found only in Jesus. So his 

argument here states that a person’s salvation is on display when they are willing to confess 

with their mouth that ‘Jesus is Lord’ and believe in their heart that God raised him from the 

dead. 

There is an inward and outward expression of faith here. Believe in your heart (the inward 

reality of being justified) and confess with your mouth (the outward expression of that 

justification). This is the reality that drives mission. Paul models this in each of the 

evangelistic speeches he gives (as recorded in Acts) – in each he testifies that God raised 

Jesus from the dead. 

Pushing this a little further, can you see how this calls upon the Christian to live out their 

faith publicly? It is not sufficient to consider your ‘faith’ in Jesus to be a private thing. What 

Paul is saying here, is that if you believe that Jesus is Lord, then that is a belief that needs to 

be expressed publicly – for others to hear. Christians should have Jesus on their lips. 

Paul calls on the Roman Christians to go beyond the Jews (the Israel of his day) and to go 

even to the Gentiles to help everyone call on the name of the Lord. Your faith is on display 

as you bear witness to Jesus. Your testimony of Jesus should aim to help others call on the 

name of the Lord. 

How does one call on Jesus if they don’t believe in him? Yet, how will one believe in Jesus if 

they have not heard about him? Yet, how will one hear about Jesus without someone telling 

them? And how will that someone tell others about Jesus unless someone is sent to do it? 

Paul tells the followers of Christ – go, tell, for Jesus to be believed, there needs to be 

witnesses testifying about him. Someone must be sent, for someone to go, for someone to 

preach, for another to hear, in order to believe, and so call upon the Lord to be saved. It is 

about proclaiming the good news about Jesus. It is about making Jesus famous. Yet the 

benefit is for those who follow him. 

So Christians – go and speak Jesus. 

How to be Bold in Witness 

Why is it that Christians are often reluctant to be bold in witness? For me that is simple. It is 

often hard work, or I am too chicken, or I am too distracted, or I am… 

I know the excuses, because I have used them all. I am the reluctant evangelist. 

It is not uncommon for me to be standing on the sidelines of a soccer pitch or a cricket field 

watching my kids play sport. Alongside, stand the other parents. A perfect opportunity to 

speak about Jesus? 
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I can tell you it is so easy to talk about our kids (‘your little Jonny seems to be playing well 

today’), or the football (it is always the same two kids who have worked out that you are 

supposed to get the ball in the goal, while everyone else makes up the numbers), or the 

weather (the ground we play on, doubles as an Antarctic wind tunnel in winter or a blast 

furnace in summer). But, it is not so easy to talk about things that really matter – like Jesus 

or what happens when we die. 

Now you could argue that the sidelines of a sports field are neither the time or place to try 

and have a conversation about Jesus! It probably isn’t. Early on every time I mentioned 

Jesus, the parent before me choked on their coffee or quickly found some reason to run 

over to the coach to offer advice.  

Every Christian will find themselves in situations where they stand among unbelievers – if 

not the sports field, it will be the workplace, the school yard, the university classroom, the 

social club, the pub, the mother’s group, the retirement home, and the list goes on. None 

will be the ideal time or place to have a conversation about Jesus. 

So, in the absence of the ideal situation to evangelise, and knowing that the sports sideline 

is as good as any, what would I need to do to make the time and place right? Here is my 

strategy! 

First, my secret weapon. I pray. If I am going to try and talk to people about God, then I 

should at least start by talking to God about people. 

In fact, I take my lead from what Paul said to the church in Colossae. 

2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray 

for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we 

may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray 

that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should.        (Colossians 4:2-4) 

Here Paul brings both prayer and evangelism together. Those who are reconciled to God, 

can talk to him in prayer. Yet those who are alienated from God, won’t talk to him. So, Paul 

says to those who are, pray about those who are not! Pray particularly for opportunities to 

evangelise.  

The concern driving this instruction to pray is that the ‘mystery of Christ’ might be 

proclaimed (4:3). The ‘mystery of Christ’ is just another way to talk about the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. It is a ‘mystery’ to those who have not heard it or have not accepted. To Paul and to 

those who have accepted the gospel, there is no mystery and so Paul’s request is that a 

door would be open and that the gospel would be proclaimed clearly. 

So, Christians, pray for yourselves (to be alert, to see opportunity, to be bold), pray for 

Christians in general (in the least pray for those like Paul and Timothy who are proclaiming 

Christ), and pray particularly for the clear proclamation of the gospel. And pray thankfully. 
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There is nothing that should prevent me from standing on the sidelines of the sports field 

and praying. I can pray for myself to be alert and ready and thankful for the opportunity that 

sits before me to talk about Jesus. I can pray that a door might be opened so that I can have 

a conversation about Jesus with those standing before me. And I can pray that if I do get the 

opportunity, that I might proclaim the gospel clearly. 

Second, build a relational connection. I want to grow a friendship with those whom I am 

trying to connect to Jesus. The sports field is a very narrow window to gain any opportunity 

to talk with other parents, but it is enough of a window to set a Christian example and issue 

an invitation. 

Again, look at what Paul says to the Colossian Christians: 

5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every 

opportunity.               (Colossians 4:5) 

The way any Christian behaves is watched by the world. In part that (should) happen 

because the Christian lives distinctively for Christ and not for the world and so that 

discrepancy should be obvious. I take it, that Paul’s instruction here is to be wise so that the 

outsider can see and value the way a believer conducts him or herself.  

So, on the sports sideline, my aim is to behave in a manner which is impressive before 

outsiders (e.g. not swearing, respecting the referee, keeping my cool, valuing the efforts of 

the players on both teams, acknowledging the good plays that happen etc.). I want to be a 

real person whom they can relate to and find approachable. My ‘wise’ conduct is really a 

demonstration of the way Christ would like me to conduct myself. 

Alongside that Christlike behaviour comes opportunity and Paul says make the most of 

those little opportunities with the hope that you will be able to get a foot in which may lead 

to conversation or testimony about Jesus. 

In an effort to build relational connection, I look for opportunities to invite others to 

something where the time and place would be right to talk about Jesus. For example, invite 

them over for dinner (onto my turf), or to the pub, or to some good event that is put on 

somewhere. My intention is to get to know them so that we can speak about Jesus at some 

point in the conversation and then maybe invite them to church or to some evangelistic 

event or to read the Bible. 

I take it, that given the gospel invites people into a relationship with God through Jesus, that 

effort to build relationship will not only help create more opportunities, but also model the 

value of being Christian. 

Third, talk about how Jesus intersects with life. As the ‘firstborn over all creation’ (Col 1:15), 

Jesus is not far from most topics that matter in our world. He intersects with life on so many 
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levels. And as his witness, the Christians job is to be ready to talk about Jesus in a way that 

intersects with our lives. 

Although I am Christian and those standing on the sports sideline might not be, there is still 

much that we have in common – kids, sport, weather, school, local news… These topics are 

a good place to start.  

I talk about my kids and what I am doing to bring them up as people who follow Jesus and 

who know how to care for their friends. I talk about the football or the cricket and about 

playing hard and fair, treating others with respect because as a Christian we are called to be 

honest and true before others. I talk about how God made the weather and how wonderful 

it is that he gives us a reminder that he is there every time that that cold wind blows right 

through us or the burning sun attempts to incinerate us! I talk about how well the school 

our kids attend teaches and shapes our kids, and how school values like honesty and 

perseverance were values that Jesus taught his disciples. I talk about events reported in the 

recent news which concern our city or suburb and look for a way to bring some gospel 

values into perspective. What I am looking for is some way to talk about how Jesus 

intersects with our life. 

Back to what Paul said to the Colossians: 

6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so 

that you may know how to answer everyone. (Colossians 4:6) 

Paul’s encouragement is to use words well. In conversation, the manner in which a Christian 

speaks should be gracious. Although the content of the gospel confronts and may draw 

objection, Christians want the manner in which they speak the gospel to draw no objection.  

Further, the character of what is said in conversation should be distinctive. Salt is added to a 

meal to ensure that it is not bland and as such the flavour stands out. When speaking, 

Christians should speak about Jesus distinctively knowing that what he taught and how he 

lived was distinctive to the world around. It is appropriate to draw out the differences 

between Christian and Secular worldviews. 

And in being concerned about the manner and the character of the way you speak, you will 

be best placed to answer the gospel questions or objections that may arise in conversation. 

It is all part of being a reliable witness to Christ. 

Why go to the effort to find ways to talk about Jesus? I can quite easily stand on the sports 

sideline and keep to myself! I do it because I want to make Jesus famous. He is the saviour 

of the world and as such the world needs to hear about him to be saved. 

Christians have been saved by this Jesus and he calls for them to bear witness to him, not so 

he would benefit, but so that others would benefit. When people see Jesus for what is most 
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distinctive about him, then they may realise that he is more than what they may have first 

thought, and so turn, and follow him. 

Christian, live as a witness to Christ, and use words! 

Practical Tips to being Bold in Witness 

So, what tips will help you be bold in Witness: 

1. Pray. Talk to God and ask for opportunity to be a witness. Pray for those you might get to 

speak too. Pray for what you might say. 

2. Be intentional. Write yourself a list of those around who you would like opportunity to 

speak with and think about what you might need to do to create the space and opportunity 

(under God) to talk about Jesus. They might be family members, work colleagues, team 

mates, school or university friends and the list goes on and on. 

3. Learn how to explain the gospel. It will be difficult to proclaim the gospel clearly if you 

don’t know what to say. So, learn a simple way to explain the good news of Jesus. There are 

tracts, Bible apps, videos and books which may help. If you don’t know what is most helpful 

ask. 

4. Learn how to give your testimony. Your Christian story is valuable and unique because it is 

your story. And as a Christian, your story involves Jesus because at some point, you were 

confronted with the gospel (be that as far back as you can remember or at a particular time 

when you accepted the gospel). For your Christian testimony to be helpful, it should be a 

testimony to Jesus using you as the example. 

5. Be bold by the power of the Holy Spirit. Your job is to bear witness to Jesus, it is not to 

convert people. Conversion is the job of the Holy Spirit. Be bold in testifying about Jesus. Say 

something when normally you wouldn’t. Work up the courage and give it a go! Recognise, 

however, that you are not ultimately responsible for how the person responds. 

6. Serve those you are trying to reach. Most relationships grow when people care for one 

another. Christians should know how to do this better than anyone. Find ways to serve and 

help those you want to reach with the gospel (e.g. provide meals when sick, help out with 

moving or cleaning or building something, babysit, help them with a work task…) 

7. Build relationship with those you are trying to reach. Sharing your life with someone will 

build relationship and so think of ways to invite the person you are trying to reach into your 

life (e.g. have them for a meal and invite some Christian friends, invite them to join you in 

social or sporting activities…) 

8. Speak about Jesus. Look for and take opportunities, individually (with those you come 

into contact with) and corporately (at your church evangelistic endeavours) to talk about 
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Jesus. Help make Jesus famous! And when you speak about Jesus, know that you are carried 

along by the Holy Spirit. 

9. Invite people to connect with Jesus. Don’t fear asking those you are trying to reach to 

accept Jesus for themselves. You might ask them to read the Bible with you, pray with you, 

come to church with you. The invitation won’t come from them, so boldly issue the 

invitation to meet Jesus. 

 

  Action Reflection 

1. What about your thinking and your behaviour should be changed as a result of this 

‘essential’ Christian quality? 

 

2. What is a step you can take to make that change this week?  

 

Pray about it. 
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Extract: Is every Christian called to be an evangelist? 

In this chapter, we considered Colossians 4:2-6 

2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray 

for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we 

may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray 

that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise in the way you act 

toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your 

conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you 

may know how to answer everyone.   (Colossians 4:2-6) 

This is a call to do evangelism, that is, to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

From time to time there is a little bit of discussion among Christians about what Paul means 

here. Is every Christian called to be an ‘evangelist’? 

It is possible to read these verses and declare that ‘evangelism’ is the duty of all who believe 

the gospel and every believer should be taking every opportunity to share the news about 

Jesus with everyone they can. 

It is also possible to read these verses and suggest that the duty of all who believe the 

gospel is to live a godly life leaving the ‘evangelism’ to those who are gifted evangelists. 

Both arguments are logical and have merit. What could be said as a minimum is that all 

believers should care about evangelism and should pray for evangelists proclaiming Christ. 

Further, since these verses press the interactions with those who are ‘outsiders’ (those who 

don’t yet have faith in Christ), then it is clear that every believer is called to engage wisely 

making the most of the various opportunities they have with those who don’t believe. 

The opportunity to ‘evangelise’ is as relational as it is circumstantial. Speaking the gospel 

will at times be to those you know well and at other times to those you have only just met – 

and then everyone in between. And, speaking the gospel may also happen in formal public 

settings and at other times in informal private settings. 

For those who know you better (those with whom you have the most relational currency), 

you have more ‘tools’ at your disposal when it comes to evangelism: your words, your 

actions, your history, and you have the passage of time. They know you well so there should 

be many things about your life that speak of Jesus. Your ‘evangelism’ will happen over 

longer periods of time as you take up opportunities to invite them, speak to them, live for 

them, and show them in love that it is a wonderful thing to know and trust Jesus. The 

relational circumstance means that you have far more opportunity to speak the gospel into 

their life than those who might be the ‘gifted evangelist’. Expecting someone else to 

evangelise those you know and love most, is hardly making the most of every relational 

opportunity. 
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Paul may be acknowledging that for some (like Timothy and himself), they have many 

opportunities for formal evangelism – that is the appointed public proclamation of the 

gospel that may be the ‘job’ of an evangelist or a minister or a speaker. That fact however 

does not relieve all Christians from the obligation to make the most of the many 

opportunities for informal evangelism – that is the responsive relational gospel conversation 

which arises throughout the normal circumstances of life. 

Not all Christians are called to be a missionary by occupation, but every believer is called to 

be on God's mission by pre-occupation.  

 

 

 

  

 

 


