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I had never read anything like it! It was amazing, as if the words were leaping off the page and 

calling out – these words were for me! 

Chariot journeys are a good time to read and reflect. Work is so busy and so much is asked of 

me. My day job is Head Official overseeing the Royal Treasury. I like the responsibility and I 

feel honoured to be working for the Ethiopian Queen, making sure my people are provided 

for well. Not all eunuchs are given much respect, so I know I am in a fortunate position. 

I can’t tell you how I came across the scroll, but, I have to say, it blew my mind. It was the 

whole book of Isaiah, a section of the Jewish Scriptures. I had heard of it but being both a 

eunuch and an Ethiopian meant that access to that book wasn’t normal. And as I read it, I just 

remember being captivated, but having no idea why? It didn’t make sense, at least to me. 

“Do you understand what you are reading?” he asked. Made me jump! Looking in the window 

of my chariot was this guy. He must have heard me reading it out loud. “How can I?” I said, “I 

need someone to explain it to me”’.  

The section I had just read was talking about this most unfortunate person – a man 

slaughtered like a sheep, who didn’t raise a word of defence, just like a lamb being sheared 

for the first time. He was humiliated. He was deprived of justice. He was childless! I had no 

idea who he was, not many, even of my own people, had had it so bad. 

So Philip, my new friend at the window, jumped into the cabin and explained it to me. My 

word! Isaiah was talking about a guy called Jesus. No wonder I was captivated. Here were 

words written generations earlier, all about a man who lived in my generation, who died for 

those who he came to save! Who died for me! Little Ethiopian Eunuch me! 

It was that very day when I gave my life to follow him. Right then and there, where we 

stopped, I stepped into a puddle by the side of the road, and Philip baptised me in the name 

of Jesus. 

That day I went from serving my Queen to worshipping the King of all – and it all started 

because I read his book. 

And just like that Philip was gone!! 

 

Inspired by Acts 8:26-40 
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Bible Study: Grounded in The Word 

Reflection/Discussion: 

There are many voices calling for our attention. How does society determine who or what to 

listen too? 

 

‘Everyone is entitled to their own opinion’. How does this mantra help and hinder the 

Christian wanting to hold firmly to what the Bible says? 

 

Read 2 Timothy 3:10-4:8 

NIV 2 Timothy 3:10-4:8 

 You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my 

purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, 11 persecutions, sufferings-- 

what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, 

the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 
12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted, 13 while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, 

deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as for you, continue in what you 

have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those 

from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known 

the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation 

through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is 

useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 

work. 
4:1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living 

and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you 

this charge: 2 Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of 

season; correct, rebuke and encourage-- with great patience and 

careful instruction. 3 For the time will come when men will not put up 

with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather 

around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears 

want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn 

aside to myths. 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure 

hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your 

ministry. 6 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and 

the time has come for my departure. 7 I have fought the good fight, I 

have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is in store for 

me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 

will award to me on that day-- and not only to me, but also to all who 

have longed for his appearing. 
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Suggestion: Be creative and inspired – Read this passage several times using different Bible 

versions. Are there any obvious differences? 

1. This passage is written by the Apostle Paul instructing his younger brother in faith, 

Timothy. What is he asking of Timothy? 

 

2. For what good is knowing Holy Scripture? Why? 

 

3. Western society values the importance of teaching and training, but is not so 

favourable towards rebuking or correcting (c.f. 3:16). What would be lost if Bible 

believers only focused on teaching and training and avoided rebuking and correcting? 

 

Note: There are both doctrinal and ethical implications to these Bible qualities. 

‘Teaching’ and ‘rebuking’ may relate to helping the Christian think rightly (doctrine), 

whereas ‘correcting’ and ‘training’ may help the Christian to act rightly (ethics). 

 

4. Why ‘continue in’ the scriptures – what is the end purpose? 

 

 

5. Paul calls Timothy to ‘Preach the Word’ (4:2). Does this apply only to Timothy as a 

leader or to all believers? What does this command imply for the listener? 

 

 

6. Given the context here is to ‘Preach the Word’ to believers (those in faith), why does 

Paul say ‘be prepared in and out of season…’? 

 

 

7.  What is the threat that Timothy will encounter? 

 

Implication/s 

8. What warnings/cautions does this passage highlight for believers? How should a 

believer safeguard themselves from becoming someone who has ‘itching ears’ (4:3)? 

 

9. What is at stake, if our society removed God’s voice from being heard (i.e. legislated 

against the public reading or teaching of the Bible)?  
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10. What would be lost, if the Christian chose to listen first to the voices of the World 

before that of God’s voice? 

 

 

11. What disciplines/practices could be put in place to encourage and promote your 

spiritual discipline of Bible reading? 

 

 

Spend some time praying 

Tip: Take God’s Word so seriously that you ensure it shapes your week. For example, read a 

little bit each day, giving priority to occasions where God’s word is taught and discussed (e.g. 

Church, Bible Study Group, 121 with someone), pre-read the passage that will be preached on 

each week so that you have it in mind when you meet with God’s people. 
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Grounded in The Word 

Christians are people of the Word – the written and spoken word. I am not saying that 

Christians are just bookworms, but I am saying that at ground zero, a Christian is shaped by 

God’s Word. It informs, it motivates, it comforts, it rebukes, it sharpens, it directs and does 

so all by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

If you have just become a Christian you are faced with this big volume of 2 testaments, 66 

books, 1,189 chapters, 31,103 verses and you may think - is it worth it, how do I read it, where 

do I start? 

And if you have been Christian for a while, then you may recognise the struggle it often is to 

read the Bible regularly and well – to let the Bible work on your heart and challenge your mind 

and change your behaviour. In short, to shape your life. 

They are good concerns. 

Without the Bible, a person will struggle to grasp the fundamental Christian truth that while 

still a sinner, Christ died for them (Rom 5:8). Without the Bible it is impossible to understand 

what it really means to be Christian. 

In this chapter, we want to look at how we know God – Father, Son and Spirit, and how we 

know what he wants of us. The simple answer is that the Bible tells us so. 

God makes himself known 

If ‘God’ is truly Almighty, the creator, the reason for existence, the first cause of all things – 

as would be the nature of anyone who would claim to be ‘god’, then how do we know that? 

How does he make himself known? 

There are three ways: 

The first way: you could look around and examine what you see.  The world around has to be 

a source of information about God if he is indeed the source of all life. 

Naturally, the good things that we see, you could attribute to him. And interestingly, the bad 

things that we see, you should also attribute to him. 

The reality is that because good things don’t cause pain and suffering, then it is often those 

things that we overlook. Yet when it comes to the bad things, and the things that affect us 

and limit our experience or existence, then we pay much more attention. 

Don’t be surprised when people say that they don’t want to follow a ‘god’ who would allow 

suffering – because it is abundantly clear that there is much suffering in the world. 

Be that as it may, let us for a moment consider some of the wonderful things that we see in 

the world. There are many things that are completely beyond our ability to even fathom. 
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Consider the expanse of the universe in which we live, with the billions of stars the size of our 

sun. Reflect for a moment on the beauty of our land with its mountains and valleys, and 

forests, and rivers, and landscapes which work together to sustain life and at times take life. 

Bring to mind the vastness of the oceans and the lakes, and the depths of the seas that hide 

creatures that continue to amaze us (like the great blue whale) or terrify us (like the white 

pointer shark). Marvel at the wonder of wildlife with its kangaroos and its eagles and its 

elephants and its lions – not to mention the awkwardness of the giraffe or the emu, or the 

snake, or hippopotamus! And cherish the gift of people from newborn to old age, each 

different from one another and varied in look, colour, language, size, temperament and 

ability. There are wonderful things that are on display in this world and they come from 

somewhere or more appropriately someone. 

In fact, the Bible tells us as much: 

 ‘The heavens declare the glory of God, the skies proclaim the work of 

his hands, day after day they pour forth speech, night after night they 

display knowledge’      (Psalm 19:1-2) 

‘What can be known about God is plain to see, because God has shown 

himself – his invisible qualities, his eternal powers and divine nature 

are on display being understood from what has been made so that all 

people are without excuse’.          (Romans 1:19-20) 

The very qualities of God’s own life are shown through the world and the universe that he has 

fashioned. God’s greatness, order, power and beauty are shown in the created world.  And 

so, you can look at the world and learn something about God. 

 

A second way you can learn something about God, is to look at ourselves. How he made us! 

If he can make a Brad Pitt or a Meryl Streep or a Roger Federer or a Serena Williams or even 

a person who is you - then there has to be something amazing about him. 

How many things about our own bodies should amaze us. Our eyes and ears and heart and 

brain and how somehow, they all work together without having to replace batteries every six 

months or so. 

Just as with the rest of creation, they tell us something about God. About his wisdom and 

greatness and power. 

Psalm 139 expresses it well: 

For you created my inmost being; 

    you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
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    your works are wonderful, 

    I know that full well. 

My frame was not hidden from you 

    when I was made in the secret place, 

    when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. 

Your eyes saw my unformed body; 

    all the days ordained for me were written in your book 

    before one of them came to be. 

(Psalm 139:13-16) 

 

And then, when we allow ourselves to be totally honest, that deep inner understanding which 

distinguishes between right and wrong – that voice that screams every time we do something 

that we shouldn’t or don’t do something that we should. God’s holiness, righteousness, 

goodness and justice are shown through the sweet small voice that we all have. Our 

consciences (although flawed) bear testimony to the fact that God is there and knows better 

than we do. 

 

Now those two ways (the world around and the people we are) tell us something generally 

about ‘God’. But they are not definitive. We learn something of the quality and nature of 

God but they don’t tell us who ‘God’ is. 

If we left our discussion about ‘God’ here, you could quite easily assert that all ‘gods’ are the 

same – because there is no way of telling the difference. 

And here is where the Bible comes into its own. 

 

The third way to know God is to listen to what he says! 

One of the first things that we learn about God in the opening Chapter of the Bible is that he 

talks. ‘In the beginning God created’ and how did he do that? By his word ‘And God said: ‘Let 

there be light’…., and then God said: ‘Let there be an expanse between the waters…, and then 

God said: ‘let there be sky’… and so it goes on for seven days (Genesis 1:1-2:3). 

Each of the special acts of creation come about by the word of God. What he creates is new 

and wonderful and he does that by uttering his words. 

If the significance of that is lost on you, give it a go! Test the power of your words. Create 

something by your words and only your words - ‘Let there be a ham sandwich’! How did you 

go? I think I can guess. 
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God speaks and it is by his word that things happen – and so it should not be a surprise that 

one of the most precious and important possessions we have in all of life is our Bible. 

When the Bible speaks – God speaks. When you listen to what the Bible is saying – you are 

listening to God talking to you. When you do what the Bible asks you to do – you are being 

obedient to God. 

In 2 Timothy 3:16 (which you looked at in the Bible Study) the Apostle Paul tells Timothy his 

younger brother in faith something about the Bible that we should never forget: 

‘All scripture is God-breathed and it is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in righteousness, so the person of God may be 

thoroughly equipped for every good work.’ 

All scripture – not just part of scripture, all of it comes from God. 

And that scripture is God-breathed – which is a way of saying that it comes from God’s own 

mouth – he speaks and breathes out the very books that form the scriptures we have. 

We should see the Bible as a different kind of book to any other book there is. This book 

comes with the authority of God. 

How can the Bible be from humans but also from God? 

So how is it that the Bible arrives in the form we have it? 

Paul is again helpful, this time with Timothy when writing to the church in Thessalonica, they 

say: 

‘we thank God continually because when you received the word of God, 

which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but 

as it actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe’ 

                   (1 Thessalonians 2:13) 

The word received, was handled down by God through those who had first heard it and their 

job was to tell others. Of course, that begs the question: how can the Bible be from men but 

really from God? How can we be sure that humans who spoke and wrote actually have the 

spoken and written word that God wanted them to express? 

2 Peter 1 is helpful. Peter, speaking as one who received scripture and recorded it, says this: 

‘We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about 

the powers and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were 

eyewitnesses of his majesty.’                   (2 Peter 1:16) 

How was it that they were eyewitnesses of this? Read on:  
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[Jesus] ‘received honour and glory from God the Father when he 

announced from the heavens ‘this is my son whom I love, with him I am 

well pleased’        (2 Peter 1:17) 

How amazing would that be? From the heavens a voice comes and announces something to 

the world. And there is Peter watching on. If you were standing there and suddenly a voice 

like that spoke and it spoke about a person – you would look to see who it was. That would 

be amazing. 

Twice during Jesus’ time on earth he was identified by a voice from heaven booming out this 

confirmation. The first was at his baptism. In Matthew 3, Jesus comes with the crowds into 

the Jordan river to John the Baptist. As soon as he is baptised, the heavens open and the Spirit 

of God descended in the form of a dove and rested on Jesus, and with that a voice from 

heaven rang out ‘This is my son, whom I love, with him I am well pleased’ (Matthew 3:17 c.f. 

Mark 1:11; Luke 3:22). 

The second was at what was called the transfiguration – and it was this event that Peter was 

probably talking about in 2 Peter 1. It is recorded in Matthew 17, Mark 9 and Luke 9. Peter 

and James and John, disciples who all went on to record scripture, went up with Jesus onto a 

mountain and before them Jesus suddenly transfigured and shone like the sun. With him 

appeared Moses and Elijah from the Old Testament and then from the heavens a voice called 

out ‘This is my son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him’ (Matthew 17:5 c.f. 

Mark 9:7; Luke 9:35) 

Peter (along with James and John) is standing as one of the eyewitnesses to this amazing 

event. As Jesus’ constant companions, Peter, James and John also witnessed the many words, 

actions and miracles of Jesus. And it is this Jesus that Peter is testifying about.  

Peter says:  

‘we have the word of the prophets made more certain and you will do 

well to pay attention to it…above all, you must understand that no 

prophecy of scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation. 

For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke 

from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit’  

  (2 Peter 1:19-20) 

 

He is saying that the Holy Spirit of God, who lives in all believer’s, did a special work in taking 

the eyewitnesses accounts and producing Scripture. It is God’s way of using human writers to 

record his words for the benefit of those who pay attention to it. 

It helps us to understand why the individual books of the Bible are so different and yet so 

united in its overall message. Moses, David, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Matthew, John, Peter, Luke, 
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Paul, James and others wrote – and God used their individual style to communicate exactly 

what he wanted recorded so that the generations that would follow would have his words to 

read. 

The fact that, the Bible from Old to New Testament, has approximately 40 human writers, in 

three different languages, over a 2,000-year period of history, all telling God’s story of 

redemption in a way that connects the dots from creation to salvation through to a new 

creation is in itself a marker of God’s hand. 

With the Bible, we have the most historically attested ancient document in all history (see the 

excursus which follows for information regarding the reliability of the Bible). 

Because the Bible is what it is (God’s own Word), it can do what it does (in teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training its readers). And so, we should not be surprised that because the Bible 

is what it is (God’s own Word) it is enabled to do what it does (to grow us in the way God 

wants us to grow). 

Essential for a Christian should be a willingness to listen and obey God’s voice over that of the 

world. 

What does a Christian do with the Bible? 

What place should the Bible have in a Christians life? An essential Christian discipline is to 

read or listen to the Bible regularly through the week. It would be a shame if the secular 

news cycle had more of a voice into your life each week than the Word of God.  

The battle to put the Word of God before the word of the world is ongoing. Each time you 

read or watch the news (an activity which in itself is not wrong), you subject yourself to the 

opinions of the journalist who is accountable only to an opinion that makes news! Our secular 

press are rarely accountable to anyone but their ratings – it is not difficult for truth to get lost 

or skewed in the pursuit of a growing readership. 

Find and make time to read the Word of God. Get a Bible app, follow a reading plan, print 

out a book of the Bible, download the MP3 of the Bible, keep your Bible close. Then, as you 

travel to work or when you are waiting for your computer to start up or over breakfast or 

lunch or before bed – read and listen to it! What works for you is probably different to what 

works for the next person. 

Give some thought to where you digest the Word of God. If there are places that will help 

you do that – pursue them more eagerly than you might a gym membership! Church, a Bible 

Study Group, reading with a friend, attending Bible teaching conferences or events - protect 

those times, give them priority so that your life will continue to be shaped and formed by 

God’s Word. 
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And obey the Word of God. Reading it is great, but it means nothing if you don’t do what it 

says. How do you allow it to shape you, to change your thinking, to challenge your worldview 

or that of others around you? There are many things that the Bible asks us, all under the 

banner of grace. Those who hear it and obey it are those who are equipped to do every good 

work for the glory of God. 

Happy Reading. 

 

 

 

 

  Action Reflection 

1. What about your thinking and your behaviour should be changed as a result of this 

‘essential’ Christian quality? 

 

2. What is a step you can take to make that change this week?  

 

Pray about it. 
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Excursus: Is the Bible Reliable? 

How can I trust that what was written down in the Bible is reliable? 

If you could not be present, what factors would you find helpful to establish the truth of an 

event today? 

 Eyewitness and Witness Records 

It would help if someone who was there wrote down a recollection of the event – of what 

they saw and heard. In fact, it would be even more helpful if several people wrote down a 

recollection of that event. 

At a simple level, that is what we have with the Gospels – the eyewitness accounts about 

Jesus at the beginning of the New Testament. Some who were there wrote down what they 

saw and heard - like Matthew (who wrote the gospel of Matthew), and John (who wrote the 

gospel of John). On top of those, we also have others who got to write down what they heard 

from those who were there – like Mark (who wrote the gospel of Mark and who was the likely 

scribe for Peter who was there), and Luke (who wrote the gospel of Luke after interviewing 

many who saw and heard Jesus). With the Gospels, we have the eyewitness and attested 

witness accounts of Jesus. 

 Copies of Eyewitness and Witness Records 

What else would help? Further to those written eyewitness records, it would help if those 

accounts were carefully copied, many times. The fact that many people take those important 

written recollections and copy them multiple times adds to the historical reliability of the 

original event. The presence of many copies tells you something of the importance of the 

original event. And the presence of copies in different languages tells you something of the 

significance and influence of the original event.  

When you have many copies you also have the ability to check for error in transmission. 

Whenever something is copied error could be made, but with many copies, you can compare 

them and see clearly whether errors have been introduced or not (i.e. if four copies say one 

thing and a fifth contains a difference, it is likely the fifth is in error). 

When it comes to scripture, be it the Old or New Testaments, there are multiple copies of the 

original documents to compare. Speaking just of the New Testament accounts, literary scholar 

Bruce Metzger in an interview with investigative journalist Lee Strobel said this: 

‘We have what are called uncial manuscripts, which are written in all-

capital Greek letters. Today we have 306 of these, several dating back 

as early as the third century. A new style of writing, more cursive in 

nature emerged in roughly A.D. 800. It is called a minuscule and we 

have 2,856 of these manuscripts. Then there are also lectionaries, 
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which contain New Testament Scripture in the sequence it was to be 

read in the early churches at appropriate times during the year. A total 

of 2,403 of these have been catalogued. That puts the grand total of 

Greek Manuscripts at 5,664.’1 

Strobal then recounts an additional piece of information that Metzger offered: 

‘In addition to the Greek documents, he said, there are thousands of 

other ancient New Testament manuscripts in other languages. There 

are 8,000 to 10,000 Latin Vulgate manuscripts, plus a total of 8,000 in 

Ethiopic, Slavic, and Armenian. In all, there are about 24,000 

manuscripts in existence’2 

In the Introduction of the Greek New Testament it helpfully provides the total list of 

manuscripts, with what they record of the New Testament (be it a Gospel, Acts, General 

Epistle, Pauline Epistle or Revelation), their storage location in the world, and their attested 

date. The Papyrus, Uncials, Minuscules, Lectionaries and Language versions are all listed.3 

 Testing the Eyewitness and Witness Records 

What other factors would help you establish the truth of an event? It would help if the written 

accounts could be tested.  

The passage of time should not make the witnessed recollection of an event any less reliable 

although it is not uncommon for someone to assert that because something is old it becomes 

superseded (my grandmother would have a problem with that!). 

On the contrary, the passage of time can often help sure up the reliability of those written 

down witness recollections. We live in an age when we can reliably examine and carbon date 

the copies which we have. For example, we can look at each manuscript and compare the 

hand writing consistencies, the quality of the ink used, the age of the paper or scroll – and if 

they match up they should all point to the same time period which in turn shows the 

document to be authentic (or not). 

With the attested date of the manuscript, it is then possible to consider the time gaps 

between the original event or document and the copy that survives. Testing the documents 

is helpful. 

The earliest Gospel Manuscript in existence is dated around A.D. 125 which means this copy 

is only 92 years after the original event (taking the date of Jesus death in A.D. 33). There are 

other Papyri which are dated around A.D. 200 (4 manuscripts), in the second century (1 

                                                             
1  Strobel, L., The Case for Christ (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998), 81. 
2  Ibid,  81. 
3  Aland, B., Aland K., Karavidopoulos, J., Martini, C.M., Metzger, B.M. (eds.), The Greek New Testament 

(4th Ed. Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1998), 1-29. 
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manuscript), in the third century (30 manuscripts), in the fourth century (22 manuscripts), in 

the fifth century (8 manuscripts), in the sixth century (14 manuscripts), in the seventh century 

(13 manuscripts) and in the eighth century (2 manuscripts). That means that there are 95 New 

Testament manuscripts dated less than 800 years after the actual events. 

Compare that to the next most reliable ancient document in history - Homer’s Iliad composed 

about B.C. 800 of which there are only 643 copies. The oldest surviving fragments of the Iliad 

are dated in the second and third centuries (approximately) – a gap of 900 to 1000 years. 

 External Sources 

Any other factors that may help establish the truth of an event? Yes, how about other sources 

(friendly or not) which could attest to the truth of the original event? This could be other 

articles that make mention, or material evidence, or circumstantial connections that help 

establish date or personnel involved. 

For example, looking at coins, artworks, architecture, histories, novels, newspaper clippings, 

court reports and the like can often testify to people or concerns of an early time even if the 

topic of those items might be something or someone else. 

In the case of the New Testament there is a wealth of helpful external source material – no 

novels or newspaper clippings but plenty of surviving material from the time prior, during and 

following the life of Jesus. It is helpful that there is much evidence mentioning people or 

events present around the time of Jesus. For example, coins bearing the face of Caesar 

Augustus (called Octavian) who was in power at the time of Jesus birth (c.f. Luke 2:1) and 

Caesar Tiberius who lived at the time of Jesus death (c.f. Luke 3:1). There are historical 

writings such as those from Josephus (a Jewish historian) who wrote much about the people, 

issues, politics and geography of the time of Jesus. 

It is even more helpful that there are external sources who mention Jesus himself – not 

because they believed or followed him, but because he was a historical figure of the time that 

they wrote about. Josephus in his Antiquities of the Jews names Jesus, mentions that his 

brother was James, that he was called Christ, that he was wise and virtuous, that he had 

disciples, that he was condemned to death by crucifixion at the hands of Pilate, and that he 

appeared to have risen three days later. 4 

And there are also references which attest to the effect that Jesus had on people or the time. 

For example, Pliny the Younger (a lawyer and Roman governor of Bithynia) in his Letters wrote 

about how, under the threat of death, he cross-examined the disciples of Jesus and whether 

they thought Jesus was indeed ‘a god’. Their affirmation would lead to their execution!5 

                                                             
4  Flavis Josephus, the so-called Testimonium Flavinium - two passages: Jewish Antiquities, 18.3.3 and 

20. 9. 1 – dated A.D. 93. 
5  Plinius Secundus, Epistulae X.96 – dated around A.D. 112. 
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Suetonius (a Roman historian) wrote the histories of twelve successive Roman rulers and 

when writing about Emperor Claudius mentioned that Jewish Christians in Rome caused 

disturbances at the instigation of ‘Chrestus’ (another way to write ‘Christ’).6 

Tacitus (a senator under Emperor Vaspasian and governor of Asia) wrote about the fire that 

destroyed Rome in A.D. 64 and how the then Emperor Nero had blamed it on the Christians 

– those who followed ‘Christus’ a man who had been put to death during the reign of Tiberius 

at the hands of the procurator Pontius Pilate.7 

These external sources all help to attest to the reliability of the New Testament accounts 

about Jesus, his life, ministry and impact. 

 

Those factors that would be helpful in establishing the truth of an event today, are all factors 

we can look too when trying to establish the truth of the Bible records. 

We are on firm historical ground when we pay attention to the Bible. 

                                                             
6  Gaius Suetonius Tranquillas, The Twelve Caesars (De Vita Caesarum): Life of Claudius – dated around 

A.D. 120. 
7  Cornelius Tacitus, Annals -  dated around A.D. 116. 


