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What is JesusWORKS? 

JesusWORKS is a short course about Jesus. 

It aims to introduce a person to the Jesus of the Bible – his teaching, his work, and his ministry.  

The prayer is that anyone doing this course will freely be able to consider what has been said 

by Jesus and about Jesus so that they can examine him for themselves and make their own 

decision about whether he is a person worth following. 

Jesus calls people to himself, yet he gives everyone the opportunity to examine him and his 

message before making that decision. 

JesusWORKS presents Jesus in a non-threatening environment so that any person can check 

out the facts about Jesus for themselves.  It is based around the gospel of Mark. 

 

• JesusWORKS can be arranged at a time to suit the person. 

• JesusWORKS can be done in a small group or one-to-one with someone. 

• JesusWORKS can be done in a private setting (e.g. a church room) or in a public setting 

(e.g. a quiet café). 

• JesusWORKS can be accompanied by a meal or just a coffee. 

• JesusWORKS takes 1.5 hours each sitting for 4 weeks (ideally). 

• JesusWORKS is free and all materials are provided. 

• There are no prerequisites and no prior knowledge required to do JesusWORKS. 

  

The person/s doing JesusWORKS should not be asked to read or pray aloud or answer 

questions – yet questions are welcomed. More on this below.   

 

By the end of the course, the person will have been instructed to read (on their own) the 

whole of the gospel of Mark. 

 

 

To whom is JesusWORKS written? 

 

Primarily, this course is for the person who wants to check out the claims of Jesus or the claims 

about Jesus – so that they can make up their own minds about him. 

 

Secondly, this course is for any Christian who wants to be prepared to give a reasoned answer 

for the hope that they have in the gospel of Jesus (1 Pet 3:15). 

 

Additionally, this course can be used quite easily as part of Baptism or Wedding preparation. 
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Development of JesusWORKS 
 

There are several key resources that have been used in the development of this JesusWORKS 

course. They include: 

• Dickson, J., Simply Christianity 

• Bennett, M., Christianity Explained 

• Abbott, S., Everyday Evangelism 

• Chapman, J., What is a Christian? 

• Matthias Media, Two Ways to Live 

• Chan, S., Evangelism in a Skeptical World 

• Noakes, K.D., The Essential Christian 

The Structure of JesusWORKS 

JesusWORKS usually takes four sittings to complete. Each sitting aiming to answer two 

questions (which perhaps, may be questions the participant could be asking). 

Following each sitting, the participant is given something to read and a further question to 

consider on their own. 

Sitting 1 Sitting 2 Sitting 3 Sitting 4 

What is the Bible? 

Secular misunderstanding: The 

Bible is an old irrelevant book.  

Aim: To establish the reliability 

of the Bible as a key source in 

understanding Jesus. 

What is Sin? 

Secular misunderstanding: 

People are basically good, and 

the problem is ‘out there’.  

Aim: To describe the strange 

idea of sin and why it is such a 

bad thing for everyone. 

What is the 

Resurrection? 
Secular misunderstanding: 

When people die, that is the 

end.  

Aim: To explain why the 

resurrection is fundamentally 

important to the Christian 

faith. 

What is a Christian? 

Secular misunderstanding: I 

could never be good enough to 

be Christian!  

Aim: To describe how a person 

can respond rightly to what 

Jesus has done to save. 

Who is Jesus? 

Secular misunderstanding: 

Jesus was a moral man, wise 

teacher, unfortunate martyr. 

Aim: To introduce Jesus as one 

who has authority – over all 

things and is in fact LORD. 

Why the Cross? 

Secular misunderstanding: If I 

am ‘good enough’ than all 

things will be fine. 

 Aim: To show what Jesus had 

to do so that we could be 

forgiven before God. 

How does the 

resurrection relate 

to Life? 

Secular misunderstanding: 

Christianity is all about keeping 

rules and commandments?  

Aim: To show that Christianity 

is all about a relationship with 

God made possible through 

Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

Do you want to 

become a Christian? 

Secular misunderstanding: I 

am not the kind of person who 

has faith.   

Aim: To explain what it means 

to trust in Jesus and show the 

person how to start a 

relationship with Jesus. 

Follow-up reading: 
Mark 1-5 

 

Follow-up Question: 
Who is this Jesus? 

Follow-up reading: 
Mark 6-10 

 

Follow-up Question: 
What is the Jesus trying 

to achieve? 

Follow-up reading: 
Mark 11-16 

 

Follow-up Question: 
Does this Jesus achieve 

what he says he will? 

Follow-up reading: 
The Case for Christ 

(Book or DVD) 
 

Follow-up Question: 
Who is Jesus to you? 

Note: Each of these ‘sittings’ take around 1.5 hours. If that is not possible, then each sitting 

can be spilt into two (effectively making this an eight-sitting course). 



 

What is JesusWORKS? 

3 

 

No Questions asked! 

JesusWORKS is set-up to be as helpful as possible for the participants of the course. As such 

one of the concessions offered up front is that no questions will be asked although questions 

are welcome. It is also promised that the participant will not be asked to read or pray out 

loud. 

The aim is to relieve any anxiety by ensuring that the participant does not find themselves put 

on the spot. 

This has two immediate implications. 

First, it means that the Course Leader does a lot of talking.  

JesusWORKS in that sense becomes more of a presentation. The Course Leader needs to work 

hard to watch the body language of the participants and then work out ways to break, pause, 

reshape what they are saying to encourage the participants to stay with them.  

If leading with someone else, then breaking the material into sections and taking turns may 

help. Alternatively, having one leader present the material and the other read the Bible 

Passages as they arise may also be helpful.  

Second, often the participant in fact does have questions!  

The Course Leader needs to incorporate time and space to address those questions as they 

arise. 

One way to keep the promise of not asking questions, yet still give space for questions is to 

stop at several points during the presentation and ask ‘Is there anything you would like me to 

clarify or repeat?’ Technically it is a question, yet it is a question that allows the participants 

to quickly answer ‘no’. That said, it opens the door for them to ask any question that they 

may have. 

See the section ‘How to Answer Questions’ later in this book for suggestions on how to 

approach answering questions. 

Resources  

All the (updated) leader’s notes can be found at Church Central: https://bit.ly/2OPSf25. At 

any point you can download the material and you are ready to go. 

Additionally, leaders of JesusWORKS will benefit from reading some books that attempt to do 

what this course is doing. Such as: 

• Lee Strobel – The Case for Christ: A Journalist’s Personal Investigation of the Evidence 

for Jesus (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998, 2016 (Rpt)). 

• John Dickson – A Spectator’s Guide to Jesus: an introduction to the man from Nazareth 

(South Sydney: Blue Bottle Books, 2005). 


