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Discussion: 

• Why do this Course? What are you hoping to get out of this subject? 

 

The purpose of these supplementary notes are first to provide an outline of key points from the PTC Course 

Notes, and second to provide some extra information that may fill out your understanding of the subject in 

question. 

 

Former Prophets in the Old Testament 

 

• Joshua, Judges, 1 & 2 Samuel and 1 & 2 Kings are the books when grouped together 

which are called the Former Prophets. 

• They cover Israel’s history from the point they enter into the Promised Land 

(Canaan) through to when they were removed from it! 

• They are called the Former Prophets because it is thought they were written by the 

prophets, they account for some of the ministries of the early Prophets (e.g. Samuel, 

Nathan, Gad, Elijah, Elisha), and they are prophetic in style and interest. 

• They are interested in God’s dealing with his people expressed both in his judgment 

and his salvation works. The reader is reminded again and again that it is God’s 

Word which shapes history (c.f. Josh 23:14-16). 

 

 

 

 

 

Timeline 

 

 
 See Appendix for a more complete Bible timeline. 
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• Most scholars accept a 13th Century BC date for the Exodus (1280-1240 BC) as some 

archaeological evidence points to the conquest of Canaan some forty years 

following. 

• Yet the Bible suggests a 15th Century BC date (Ex 12:40 > Judg 11:26 > 1 Kgs 6:1) – so 

around 1450 BC. 

• This means, that we are looking at the Israelites taking possession of the Promised 

land in the mid to late Bronze Age. 

 

 

• Once taking possession of the promised land, Israel is divided 

into territories (Josh 13-21) – what keeps them together is the common bond and 

history as the people of God (Yahweh). 

• Day to day administration over community affairs were provide by tribal elders and 

if the matter was escalated then it would be brought to a Judge. 

• There was no organized army and so of arms were needed it would come in the 

form of volunteers (and it was often the leaders of these volunteer brigades that led 

to their appointment as a judge). 

• The Canaanites, whose land the Israelites had taken over had been on the land for 

generations and had worshiped a variety of different gods (nature gods, Baal, the 

Ashtoreth’s) 

• This attracted the Israelites and a form of syncretism followed as they mixed 

worship of these new gods with their own God Yahweh. Not good. Their loyalty to 

God and to one another suffered and resulted in a moral and spiritual decline. 

• They may have been unfaithful to God, but God remained faithful to them and the 

period of the judges shows God’s deep involvement in the lives of Israel – 

preserving, disciplining and ultimately overruling all things for their own good. 

 

 

 

• Samuel was the last of the judges (he was also a priest and a Prophet 1 Sam 7:15-17 

c.f. 1 Sam 3:1, 19-20). Saul was the first King. 

• Israel moved from a tribal confederacy to a monarchy. 

• This was also the beginning of the Early Iron Age. 

• Politically, Israel were being pressured by the then superpower, the Philistines. They 

had mastered the art of iron smelting and had developed new weapons which gave 

them military superiority over all nations. 

• And so, Israel asked for a king, to led them like all the other nations (1 Sam 8 – esp. 

verse 19). 

• Samuel guided them through the transition – and in doing so ensured that Israel 

retained its distinctive character as the people of God. 

 

 

 

• King Saul was a failure. David was given the throne. 

• Jerusalem was established as Israel’s political and religious capital. 

• The Philistines were subdued (poor Goliath!) 

• Plans were drawn up for a temple (c.f. 2 Sam 7) 

• Solomon followed and capitalized on David’s achievements and Israel was 

established as the centre for trade and culture. 

___________ – approx. 1400 BC 

___________ – 1400-1100 BC 

____________ – 1100-1000 BC 

____________ – 1000-922BC 
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Exercise: 

• Read the opening and closing of each book in the Former Prophets. 

• What should the reader expect in each book?  

 

Joshua 1:1-9      Joshua 24:28-32 

 

 

 

Judges 2:6-23      Judges 21:24-25 

 

 

 

1 Samuel 3:1-21      1 Samuel 31:1-13 

 

 

 

2 Samuel 2:1-7      2 Samuel 24:1-25 

 

 

 

1 Kings 2:1-4         1 Kings 22:41-44, 51-53 

 

 

 

2 Kings 1:1-18      2 Kings 25:1-30 

 

 

  

• Solomon however opened the doors to foreign influence and again a form of 

syncretism followed. The seeds were sowed for what would become a divided 

kingdom. 

 

 

• Israel divided (1 Kings 12). The Northern Kingdom (Israel) is led by Jeroboam I. The 

Southern Kingdom (Judah) is led by Rehoboam I. 

• This spilt leaves both kingdoms weakened and vulnerable to other nations – not to 

mention the conflict they were engaged in domestically. 

 

 

 

Assyria (the new superpower to the North and East of Israel) under Tiglath-Pileser III 

attacked and Damascus (Syria) fell in 732BC and Samaria (Israel) fell in 722BC. The 

Northern Kingdom of Israel was wiped out (2 Kings 17:5-13). 

• Judah (the southern Kingdom) was now completely exposed. 

 

 

 

• Miraculously Assyria didn’t take Judah and then continued on for another 135 years. 

• Babylonian rose and become the new superpower and on 597 and 587BC under King 

Nebuchadnezzar they conquered Judah, destroyed Jerusalem, and deported Israel 

where they became exiles in Babylon (2 King 25:1-21). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________ – 922-722BC 

_________________ – 722-587BC 

___________________ – 722BC 
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Who wrote the Former Prophets 

 

• It is thought that: 

 Joshua was written by Joshua and the book bears his name. 

(Rabbinic Tradition - Talmud) 

 

 Judges was written by Samuel 

(Rabbinic Tradition) 

 

 1 & 2 Samuel was principally authored by Samuel. 

(Rabbinic Tradition) 

The issue here is that Samuel himself died during the period covered 

by 2 Samuel (it is quite a feat to write about your own death!) 

After Samuel’s death it is suggested that his works was extended 

and completed by the Prophets Nathan and Gad (see. 1 Chron 

29:29-30) 

 

 1 & 2 Kings was written by Jeremiah building upon the writings of 

other prophets who gave a more complete account of the historical 

period which also spreads across geographically distinct areas 

(Northern and Southern Kingdoms). 

(Rabbinic Tradition) 

 

Major Themes 

 

1. _________________ 

 

• Unfaithfulness to Yahweh, is cited as the major reason for the fall of both and 

Northern and Southern Kingdoms – the worships of pagan gods. 

• This has been a feature of Israel’s relationship with Yahweh since the Exodus and 

one of the reasons why the ten commandments were given. 

• Following Joshua (under whom Israel were by and large faithful to Yahweh), the 

Former Prophets recorded an escalating record of apostasy despite the frequent 

warnings offered by the Judges or Prophets. 

 

2. __________________ 

 

• With the persistent apostasy of Israel, it should not be a 

surprise that divine judgement is also a feature in the Former 

Prophets. 

• Yahweh sovereignty and justice is in full view and in accord 

with the Sinai Covenant. 

 

3. __________________ 

 

• Despite the apostasy, God remained faithful and there are numerous instances of 

Yahweh’s grace shown towards his people – land, provision, judges, prophets, kings, 

peace (at times), temple, protection (at times). 

• The Former Prophets ends on a fragile note of grace as Jehoiachin (the King of 

Judah), even though in exile, is given a seat of honour and provision by the King of 

Babylon (2 Kings 25:27-30) 
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By next Week: 

 

• Read the Moore Distance Old Testament 2 - Unit 1 Notes  

• Read the Book of Joshua – what appears to be its primary concern? 

 

 

 

References (for possible further reading) 

 

Lasor, Hubbard,  

Bush (eds.) ‘The Former Prophets’ in Old Testament Survey (Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmanns Publishing, 1996, 2nd Ed.), 131,137. 



School of Ministry – The Former Prophets (Old Testament 2)  
Unit 1 – Introduction to the Former Prophets  

Ken D Noakes 6 of 6  

Basis of this seminar’s material is taken from Old Testament 2 MTC Correspondence Course, (Sydney: MTC, 2008), Ch 1. 

Appendix – Bible Timeline 

 

 
 

This diagram is modified from Graeme Goldsworthy's Gospel and Kingdom (Carlisle, The Paternoster 

Press, 1994, page 33).  

 

 

 

  


