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This is an important topic to consider as Christians seek to live together united in Christ. 

 

It is really important in gospel ministry that both men and women are raised up and taught well in 

the word. And it is also important that both men and women use the gifts God has given them to 

serve and teach the Bible well.  

1 Corinthians 12 (NIV) 

Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be 

uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were 

influenced and led astray to mute idols. 3 Therefore I want you to know that no one 

who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, 

“Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 

4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are 

different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, 

but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. 

7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To 

one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of 

knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to 

another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to 

another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in 

different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All 

these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, 

just as he determines. 

12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, 

so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—

whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 
14 Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many. 

15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” 

it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, 

“Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason 

stop being part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense 

of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 
18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he 

wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, 

there are many parts, but one body. 

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to 

the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to 

be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honourable we 

treat with special honour. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with 

special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God 

has put the body together, giving greater honour to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that 

there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern 

for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honoured, 

every part rejoices with it. 

27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And God has 

placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then 

miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of 

tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 
30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31 Now 

eagerly desire the greater gifts. 
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As I read passages like 1 Corinthians 12, I understand that every member of Christ’s church has been 

given gifts to use for the benefit of the body. The encouragement of course is to use the gifts. That 

doesn’t mean that all members of the church are all given the same gifts, made obvious by the ‘body 

made up of many parts’ illustration. 

  

As such, I think all in the church family should be using the gifts God has given them to serve in 

different ways – the extent of which will vary. 

  

Also in 1 Corinthians 12 (28-31), Paul suggests that Paul appoints particular folk to particular roles – 

apostles, prophets, teachers, workers of miracles, healers, administrators, tongues speakers. 

Notably, there is no mention of gender as the determining factor (even through it is true that the 

apostles and prophets were all male). What is important, and the point of the passage, is to be a 

body who has equal concern for one another (v25) and together in good and bad the body works 

together without division. 

  

It is Paul who also writes passages like 1 Timothy 2.  

1 Timothy 2 (NIV) 

I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made 

for all people— 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and 

quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our Saviour, 
4 who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5 For 

there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 
6 who gave himself as a ransom for all people. This has now been witnessed to at the 

proper time. 7 And for this purpose I was appointed a herald and an apostle—I am 

telling the truth, I am not lying—and a true and faithful teacher of the Gentiles. 

8 Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up holy hands without anger 

or disputing. 9 I also want the women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, 

adorning themselves, not with elaborate hairstyles or gold or pearls or expensive 

clothes, 10 but with good deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God. 

11 A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. 12 I do not permit a woman 

to teach or to assume authority over a man; she must be quiet. 13 For Adam was 

formed first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman 

who was deceived and became a sinner. 15 But women will be saved through 

childbearing—if they continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety. 

 

Here his concern is for orderly worship and the purpose is that the church would live in a way which 

is good and pleasing to God (v3). Why? Verse 4 – because God ‘wants all people to be saved and 

come to a knowledge of the truth’ (note the word here is ‘people’ not ‘men’). In fact, God wants this 

so much, that Christ Jesus is given ‘as a ransom for all people’ (v 6 – again the word here for ‘people’ 

is not ‘men’). 

  

So how does the church order itself for this aim? Paul goes on to specify particular things that ‘men’ 

and ‘women’ should give attention too. In verse 8 he says ‘I want men everywhere to lift up holy 

hands in prayer…’ (you will note here that the word in this instance is not ‘people’ but ‘males’). And 

then in verses 9 to 15, he gives particular instructions to ‘women’ (note here that the word is not 

‘people’ but ‘females’). The only prohibition in all that Paul says (and important for our topic) is that 

he says ‘I do not permit a woman to teach or have authority over a man; she must be silent’ (v12) 

  

This is hard to swallow, particularly with my politically correct 21st Century ears ringing. 
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My option should not be to ignore it, and so I look for a way to understand it.  

 

The simplest contextual understanding is that in the church gathering (given these are instructions 

offered for orderly worship) women should not be teaching/preaching as it is in the word of God 

that the church finds its authority. And in church leadership (given this involves authority) that 

women should not be the overseer. 

  

This has no application to the role of men or women in secular roles or governance (e.g. political 

leaders, business leaders, principals, executives, doctors, para-church organisations etc) and nor 

does it say anything about the roles of a man or woman in a family unit (e.g. husband/wife roles). 

  

What does that look like in church practice? For me, I apply this principle to the preaching/teaching 

of God’s word in the mixed setting (i.e. a weekly church gathering, Bible Study Group) and to the 

overseer of a church (i.e. Rector, Bishop, Archbishop). I do not then apply this to all the other roles 

that members of the church play when we gather. As such, I am pleased when we have men and/or 

women leading gatherings, praying or reading the Bible publicly, leading the music, singing, doing 

announcements, running the audio/visual teams – and I am sure the list could go on. 

  

And where there is a gender prohibition (such as preaching or being the overseer), then I work to 

make sure that women have settings in which they can exercise those God given gifts of teaching 

and preaching in appropriate settings. Preaching at women’s events, leading teams and ministries as 

appropriate – always with the aim that the body would be built up and that all people are saved and 

come to a knowledge of the truth. 

  

Friends, I hope I have not got too theologically technical here. And conversely, I have tried to 

address this topic briefly and so there is plenty of room for a much more detailed treatment of this 

topic. I offer this because it is a valid and important concern and it is often a concern that threatens 

to bring disunity or disharmony. 

 

A personal comment. I am very eager that we have folk (both men and women) trained and 

exercising word ministries in multiple settings. I am quite chuffed that I have a long track record of 

working with and developing people (including many women) for many different kinds of ministry – 

including preaching and leading ministries. 

 

I am very happy to listen hard and continue discussions, even if in disagreement. 

 

 
 

Ken D Noakes 

 


