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Discussion: 

• Our world is broken, flawed and divided – all due to the curse of sin. Why didn’t God 

just wipe us all out after the fall? Or at the Flood? Why didn’t God fix the world 

instantly? 

Exercise: 

 

• Read through Genesis 3 

 

• What does it tell us about God? 

 

 

• What is the problem with knowing the difference between good and evil (3:5 c.f. 

3:22)? 

 

 

 

 

The purpose of these supplementary notes are first to provide an outline of key points from the PTC Course Notes, 

and second to provide some extra information that may fill out your understanding of the subject in question. 

 

Introduction 

 

• In the last unit we considered what we can know of God as the Creator.  

• In the next two units we will consider what we learn about God as the one who acts 

within salvation history.  

• And then in the final unit, we will consider what we can know and expect of God as he 

renews all things for eternity. 

 

 

 

 

 

• In this particular unit, we will consider God’s work to save his world. 

 

The Promise of Salvation 

 

• From the splendor of Creation as recorded in Genesis 1-2, we learn quickly of the fall in 

Genesis 3. 

• This tragedy sets up the framework which will shape the rest of the pages of scripture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God in Creation 
God through  

Salvation History 
God of Eternity 
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• Consider what changed and what remained… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• And what was new? 

 

 

And I will put enmity 

    between you and the woman, 

    and between your offspring and hers; 

he will crush your head, 

    and you will strike his heel.” (Gen 3:15) 

 

 

• The Old Testament recounts example after example of humanity rebelling against God 

and one another and the consequences which follow. Yet, alongside we also read of 

the many instances of God’s saving works for his people – a reversing of the curse and 

the provision of many blessings. In fact, we see a pattern of salvation! 

  

The Pattern of Salvation 

 

• Many of God’s saving works in the Bible show how God ________________ saved his 

people from earthly enemies and forces (i.e. Egypt, Philistine). 

• Yet, these saving works are not only physical salvations, we also see how God works 

through them to bring about a ____________________ salvation.  

• There is a pattern – see it in the account of Noah and the flood (Gen 6-9). 

 

 

• Humanity’s wickedness – now escalated far beyond where we 

were with Adam and Eve. 

• God looks and humanity and sees ‘every inclination of the thoughts 

of the human heart was only evil all the time’ (Gen 6:5). 

 

 

• The Lord is grieved. 

• His determination is to wipe out humanity and all living creatures 

from the face of the earth (Gen 6:7). Except one – Noah (Gen 6:8). 

• The flood is the demonstration of his judgment. 

S_______ 

(Gen 6:5) 

J_____________ 

(Gen 6:7) 
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• His judgement speaks of his concern for justice and his hatred of sin. 

 

 

• Why God didn’t just wipe humanity from the face of his creation (it 

would be deserved) speaks of his grace. 

• Noah was righteous and found favour with God (6:9) – he was not 

sinless (6:5; 8:21 and we come to see that demonstrated in Gen 

9:20-21). 

• And so, God choose to enact his salvation through the work of his 

chosen man Noah. Quite clearly it is God’s choice and act that brings 

salvation, yet it was through his chosen instrument Noah and it is 

Noah’s response and effort that accomplished God’s purposes. 

 

• This pattern and method is repeated throughout salvation history. 

God saves, and he uses his human agents to bring about this 

salvation. 

• Most clearly this is seen in the way God saves through the gospel of 

Jesus Christ. 

• And his ongoing work continues following the same pattern – the 

gospel of salvation is taken to the nations through those human 

agents he appointed (apostles, disciples, witnesses, missionaries 

etc.) 

• It is those sent by God, who preach, to those who hear and believe, 

who respond to God’s call. 

13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  

14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And 

how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And 

how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can 

anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are 

the feet of those who bring good news!”  

16 But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, 

“Lord, who has believed our message?” 17 Consequently, faith comes 

from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word 

about Christ. (Rom 10:13-17) 

 

• With the salvation of Noah, accompanied by the promise never to 

flood the whole world again, God gives his word and asks humanity 

again to live by his rule in the way that his original creation had 

indicated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G_________ 

(Gen 6:8) 

R__________ 

(Gen 9:1-7) 
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• The ____________ – to live under the rule of God. 

 

• The ____________ – humanity sins and rebels. 

 

• The ____________ – God’s judgement and grace. 

 

The People of Salvation 

 

• God’s salvation was never to be merely a physical salvation – that is a salvation from 

immediate threat or concern.  

• His salvation has always been to bring about a deeper and more significant spiritual 

salvation. As such, it has often been experienced over a longer period and slower 

process in which his people have been taught what it means to live under God’s rule. 

 

• There has never been a time when God’s salvation has not been linked to his chosen 

agents – Noah, Abraham, Moses, the Judges, David (and the Kings), the Prophets and 

ultimately his Son, Jesus. 

• Across the ___________________________, God has provided __________________  

 

• and _____________________ through which he enacted his salvation purposes. 

 

 

History repeats 

 

• Starting with Israel in Egypt, the Bible accounts of God’s salvation acts have the same 

repeated ___________________. 
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Saviours 

 

• So, into history God placed Saviour figures. People placed into positions of leadership 

to guide and help God’s people to live under his rule – priests, judges, kings, prophets. 

• They were allowed and instructed by God to be his human agents to speak his words 

and through them the people enjoyed God’s blessings (at times) – Deut 18:15-20. 

 

• Yet, none were sinless and at times their faults were tragically exposed (e.g. Saul, 

David, Solomon) – until Jesus. 

 

Salvation Structures 

 

• And into history, God gave structures to aid his people to know how to live by his rule. 

 

• He gave the __________________ (the Torah) so that Israel would know how to live 

obediently under God (c.f. Ex 20; Deut 5).  

o The principles behind the law remain timeless and valid to this day (for 

example, don’t murder, steal, slander, commit adultery). Behaviors that will 

always be contrary to God’s will despite the particular circumstances in which 

they occur.  

o The application of these laws will vary depending on the circumstances (given 

we are in a different stage of salvation history). The instructions regarding 

sacrifices and the particulars surrounding food laws are examples of laws 

which need to be applied differently today. 

 

• He gave them the ______________________, then the _________________ so that 

Israel would have a visible place in which to meet with God. 

o The construction and regulations that went with this meeting place, helped to 

ensure that Israel were reminded of the ‘holy’ nature of God (c.f. Ex 25:8-

30:38) 

 

• He gave them the _______________________, with a 

___________________________ which enabled Israel to continually make offerings 

to atone for their individual and corporate sins (c.f. Ex 29, most of Leviticus). 

 

• He gave them a _________________________, outlining particular ceremonies of 

regular frequency to help Israel remember and celebrate what God had done for them 

(e.g. Passover – Ex 12, the Sabbath – Ex 35:1-29, The Day or Atonement – Lev 16, 

Jubilee Year – Lev 25:8-55). 

 

• Yet, none of the structures in themselves would suffice to keep or make God’s people 

holy enough for them to be in God’s presence by their owns means - until fulfilled by 

Jesus. 
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Exercise: 

 

• Read Hebrews 8. In what ways does Jesus fulfill the Old Covenant and instigate the 

New Covenant? 

 

 

 

 

• Read Hebrews 9. In what ways does Jesus replace the Tabernacle and by what 

means does he instigate the New Covenant? 

 

 

 

 

• Read Hebrews 10:1-18. In what ways does Jesus fulfill Old Testament Law and 

replace the need for sin sacrifices? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bringer of Salvation 

 

 

 

 

 

 
20 For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. 

And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God. 21 Now it is 

God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, 22 set his 

seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, 

guaranteeing what is to come. (2 Cor 1:20-22) 

 

 

•  What have we seen promised? And see how it has been fulfilled. 

 

 Adam – promised one who would deliver (Gen 3:15 c.f. Is 53:10-12). 

 Abraham – promised to be a blessing to all nations (Gen 12:1-3 c.f. Gal 3:7-9) 

 Moses – promised deliverance from judgement (Ex 6:1-8; Ex 19:1-6 c.f. 1 Peter 

2:9-10) 

 David – promised an eternal kingdom (2 Sam 7:1-16; Is 1:1-11 c.f. 1 Peter 1:3-4) 

 Jeremiah – promised a new covenant (Jer 31:31-34 c.f. Lk 22:20) 
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• The pattern of salvation that has been developed in the Old Testament is the same 

pattern of Salvation in the New Testament. 

 

• God deals with the sin of the World, by giving his Son – who came into the world first 

and foremost to save sinners from the wrath and judgement of God – which he did by 

taking the consequences which we rightly deserve on the cross. 

 

• As the Apostle Paul states: 

8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us. 

9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be 

saved from God’s wrath through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s 

enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how 

much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 
11 Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom we have now received reconciliation. (Romans 5:8-11 c.f. 

also 1 Tim 1:15 and 1 Thess 1:10) 

• And Paul is not alone. The other New Testament authors also see this pattern of 

salvation: 

 Matthew - Matthew 1:21 

 Mark (quoting Jesus) - Mark 10:45 

 Luke - Luke 19:10 

 John - 1 John 4:10 

 Peter - 1 Peter 3:18 

 

 

 _________________ by Jesus 

 

 

 _____________________ by Jesus – to the point of 

death on the cross 

 

 Shown by God to ____________________ 

 

 What those _______________ live by  

 

 

• As such, the people of God today, those in Christ, live under his rule within the 

structures set up by his word (i.e. church, creeds, calendar, councils), and led by 

appointed people (i.e. Bishops, Presbyters, Deacons, Elders, Moderators etc.) – this 

time however with a true Saviour, who provides for his true church under a new 

covenant which looks forward to his return. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sin 

 

Judgment 

 

Grace 

 

Rule 
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Before next time: 

 

• Read the Moore Distance Doctrine 1 - Unit 8 Notes  

 

 

References (for possible further reading) 

 

Knox, D.B., ‘We Preach Judgment’ in D. Broughton Knox Selected Works – Vol 1 

The Doctrine of God. Kingsford; Matthias Media, 2000, 189-204. (article 

supplied in class) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


