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Discussion: 

• What are some of the ways in which the Bible is unique (i.e. like no other book)? 

 

The purpose of these supplementary notes are first to provide an outline of key points from the PTC Course 

Notes, and second to provide some extra information that may fill out your understanding of the subject in 

question. 

 

Introduction 

 

All Scripture is God breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 

and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly 

equipped for every good work.’ (2 Tim 3:16) 

 

Important words from the Apostle Paul charging his friend and disciple Timothy to uphold 

the special revelation of God – his Word in Scripture. 

 

In understanding the doctrine of Scripture, we will need to consider topics such as 

inspiration, sufficiency, authority, infallibility, inerrancy which leads to the interpretation of 

Scripture. Our study, by looking at two key biblical themes of ‘covenant’ and ‘kingdom’ will 

lead us to a more solid understanding of how God speaks to us through his word. 

 

The Nature of Scripture 

 

• The Bible is often called ‘the Word of God’, a clear indication that it is authored by 

God and has his ultimate authority – is this a fair claim? 

 

1. Scripture says that Scripture has _________________________.  

 

• There is no doubt that Jesus regarded Scripture and having the force and authority 

of God (Mt 5:17-20; 19:3-6; Luke 24:25-27; Jn 10:34-35).  

• The apostles held the same view (Rom 3:2; 9:17; 2 Pet 1:20-21; 2 Tim 3:16-17).  

• The Holy Spirit has been frequently referred to as the one who is responsible for the 

words of Scripture (Mk 12:36; Acts 4:25; Heb 3:7; 1 Pet 1:10-11). 

 

• Is it a problem that Scripture testifies to it own authority? 

 

Here is a dilemma that rests in the claim that the Bible is the ultimate authority of 

God. If it is the ultimate authority, then what other authority can be used to back the 

claim up? None. Because if there was another authority, then that authority would 

become the ultimate authority – because it would be claiming to have more pull 

than Bible itself! 
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2. Scripture is written by ________________________.  

 

• In Unit 2 of this course we looked at how God has used human agents to announce 

his gospel – so it is with scripture. The apostle Peter makes the point in 2 Peter 1:21 

– ‘for prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as 

they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.’  

 

• In delivering his Word, God has used… 

 human authors,  

 with distinct personalities,  

 in particular times,  

 in particular languages,  

to be his passive instruments.  

 

• One of the wonderful nuances that we can see in scripture is the way that the 

different human writers deliver God’s words in a way reflective of their 

personalities, experiences and circumstances – for example, Moses (with the exodus 

people of God), Isaiah (to an pre and post exiled people), Paul (with his Judaistic 

background) or James (with his knowledge as the brother of Jesus). 

 

• The nature of Scripture has both ______________ and _______________ origins. 

 

• And so, in seeking to understand scripture we are: 

a. dependent upon God (by his Spirit) to understand and  

b. we use the human skills associated with reading human documents. 

 

Covenants 

 

• In Scripture we see God and Man bound by ‘covenants’.  

 

• A covenant (or promise) binds one party to another in a relationship or pact. 

• A covenant can be made by mutual agreement between parties or may be one-side 

where one party promises something that binds them to an action or outcome.  

• In Scripture the idea of covenant is a major theme. 

 

 Covenants are _________________ – People become aware of them because 

the covenant has been spoken. The words guide and sustain the agreement 

binding the promise-maker to the one who he/she has directed the promise. 

 

 

Scripture 
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 Covenants ______________________________ – when a word of promise 

comes it calls for others to believe that the promise-maker is good for their 

promise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The reason why ‘covenants’ are so dominate in scripture is because God has chosen 

to bind himself to his people in his saving works. God made several promises, for 

example: 

 Noah - Gen 6-9;  

 Abraham – Gen 12:1-3; 15; 17, 22;  

 Moses – Ex 6:2-8; 19:3-8; 24:3-8; 31:12-17;  

 David – 2 Sam 7:1-29; 1 Kgs 8:1-9:9;  

 The Prophets – Jer 31:31-24; Is 7:1-25; Eze 20:1-44  

which all have a part to play in God’s salvation plan.  

 

• We see the ‘old covenant’ made to the people of Israel being fulfilled and 

supplanted (not contradicted) by the ‘new covenant’ through the blood of Jesus 

Christ (2 Cor 3:14; Matt 26:27-28; Heb 8:6-7,13).1 

 

• It is worth noting that God did not have to make his promises – he made them in 

such a way that he bound himself to his Word and his people.  

• There are occasions (from Moses on) where the people of Israel in turn reciprocated 

the promise and bound themselves to God by way of a promise (c.f. Ex 19:8; 24:3-8) 

 

• When you consider the Old Testament (Old Covenant) you will see that it is made up 

of a variety of different books with different styles of writing: 

 

 _______________________ – showing how God’s promises played 

out in the life of Israel. 

 

 _______________________ – giving the Words that God choose to 

speak into the lives of Israel at given pints of time. 

 

 ______________________ – explaining how to live offering timeless 

advice for living in relationship with God. 

 

• The relationship between God and his people has a covenantal character. It is 

centered on the words of his covenant found in the Bible and makes the response of 

faith the point where we see humanity living for God in hope. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 See the ‘Seminar Extra – Unit 4, Covenants in the Bible’ 
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Exercise: 

Read 2 Timothy 3:10-4:5. 

What does it say about: 

 The origin of scripture 

 

 

 The purpose of scripture 

 

 

 

 The role of scripture 

 

 

 

 The relationship of ministry and scripture. 

 

 

 

Kingdom 

 

• The first words that Jesus spoke when he began public ministry announced the 

‘kingdom of God’: 
 

14 After John [the Baptist] was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, 

proclaiming the good news of God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The 

kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” 

(Mk 1:14-15) 

 

• For that kingdom to be realised, a king would need to come and his subjects would 

need to be gathered. 

• In Jesus we see both the King (of God’s Kingdom) and his call (bringing people into 

God’s Kingdom). He is the New Covenant. 

 

 

Inspiration 

 

• Scripture is inspired – it is ‘God-breathed’ (2 Tim 3:16) 

• In that sense it is God’s gift and it is God spoken. 

 

 

 Note that from the beginning of creation God used words – he spoke and 

everything came into existence (‘And God said…’ - Gen 1:3, 6, 9, 14, 29, 24, 28, 

29 c.f. Jn 1:1) 

 He ruled by words (‘he commanded the man…’, ‘The Lord God said …’ - Gen 

2:16-18). 
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 And through the variety of scriptures (i.e. the many genres) that are given, 

God guides and sustains and teaches – such that his subjects would know how 

to live, how to express their devotion, how to be wise. 

 God’s word communicates God. 

• And Jesus lived in total accord to Scripture – and in that sense lived under the 

authority of scripture and also became the authority of scripture.  

 

Sufficiency & Authority 

 

• In our world there are lots of different authorities – parents, government, church, 

society, culture etc. None of the authorities can lay claim to being the word of God. 

• With the coming of Christ we see that the Old Covenant (how God spoke in the past) 

is now fulfilled by a New Covenant (spoken to us by God’s son) – this new revelation 

lays claim to being the word of God. 

 

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many 

times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by 

his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he 

made the universe. (Heb 1:1-2) 

 

• The scriptures draw their sufficiency from Christ. 

 

• As the New Testament reveals it is the teachings of Christ which keep a person with 

God (c.f. 2 Jn 9; 2 Peter 3:1-2; 1 Cor 14:37; 1 Thess 4:15). 

• As such, all things should be tested by scriptures. It needs to be the authority over all 

things. This does not mean other things can not be authoritative, but none come 

with the ultimate authority that is a feature of the Bible. 

• A core Christian discipline must be to let the word of Christ shape and teach the 

believer and the church (Col 3:15-16). 

 

Infallibility & Inerrancy 

 

• ___________________ means completely reliable. 

 

• ___________________ means free from error. 

• Both are qualities of Scripture. 

 

• The Bible calls God ‘the true God’ (Jer 10:10; 1 Thess 1:9) – and the quality of being 

true extends from who he is to what he does and what he says. Jesus acknowledges 

this true character and applies it to scripture ‘Your word is truth’ (Jn 17:17). 

 

• So, if scripture comes to us from God (who is perfect and true) yet via human 

authors (who are not perfect and true) – does that not compromise the truth of 

Scripture?  

 

The Bible does not think so! Paul says in Titus 1:2-3: 

 

‘… the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised 

before the beginning of time, and which now at his appointed season he 

has brought to light through the preaching entrusted to me by the 

command of God our Savior…’ 
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• Scripture, because it comes from God, shares his true character. Further, it is entirely 

possible and consistent with God’s character that what he inspires he also approves, 

such that what we receive through the prophets and apostles is the infallible and 

inerrant word of God. 

 

• What then do we do with the ‘discrepancies’ in the Bible? What do we make of the 

historical ‘inaccuracies’ that seem to contradict the historical facts or scientific 

discoveries? 

 

One (Proposed) Solution – to say that scripture may be _______________________. 

 

 That is, Scripture leads a person to faith in Christ and builds them up in the 

Christian life yet does not need to be completely accurate in all its parts.  

 In other words, God inspires sufficiently to make sure that scripture will 

achieve its goals. 

 

 

 

 

One (Preferred) Solution – to say that scripture is ____________________________. 

 

 That is, the difficulties with scripture are in principle able to be explained.  

 It is dangerous and impossible to limit God’s inspiration simply to his 

purposes because we are not humanly able to make this judgement.  

 And further it goes against the history which the Bible recounts. 

 

• So how do we ‘solve’ the impasse? 

 

a. ___________________ – the purpose of a passage or book. 

 the purpose in context must be kept in mind. 

 Scripture is always written into a particular setting – that setting may have 

bearing what is being said. 

 Most often the Bible offers the answer to ‘why’ rather than ‘how’ – and so it 

may not be particularly helpful to expect every passage of scripture to 

answer the ‘how’ question. 

 

b. ______________________ 

 the way the Bible speaks about the world of nature is consistent with what 

we know of how the world works, yet recognise that the lack of precision 

used to describe the world may not always be as precise as what someone 

may demand. 

 Finding fault in the Bible because it does not go into scientific detail does not 

mean that there is an error with scripture. 

 

c. __________________ 

 there are different ways to describe history, and not all are concerned with 

specific dates or sequences. Often (as with many passages in the Bible) what 

is being recounted is the significance of the history. 

 

d. ______________________________ 

 all languages (including that of the Bible) uses devises and genres – many of 

which are not meant to be read literally (c.f. Psalms, Poetry, Apocalyptic). 
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• For us today to say that the Bible is ‘inerrant’ it is to say that we see the truth that it 

is conveying, and further that we are responding to that truth, not evading it, but 

appropriately responding to it. 

 

•  It is not just true information, it is God’s transforming word. Affirming it as true 

means nothing if we fail to trust and obey it. 

 

Interpretation 

 

• Logically, this discussion leads to the question of how one might then correctly 

interpret scripture. 

• In short, interpretation of the inspired, sufficient, authoritative, infallible and 

inerrant word of God must be consistent with what the Bible itself is saying. As such, 

as one interprets scripture, one part should not contradict another. 

• Giving consideration to the major themes that run throughout scripture, like 

‘covenants’ and ‘kingdom’ will help the interpreter to read scripture in the light of 

God’s unfolding plan of salvation fulfilled in the person and work of Christ. 

 

For a fuller treatment of Biblical Interpretation see the Moore Distance Courses Creation to 

New Creation (Unit 10) or Introduction to the Bible (Unit 2) or Promise to Fulfillment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By next Week: 

 

• Read the Moore Distance Doctrine 1 - Unit 4 Notes  
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Application: 

• How do you know God? Is it because of the ways he has chosen to reveal himself, 

or is it because you built up a picture of God that removes the gospel from being 

central to your understanding?  

 

• What needs to change or continue about the way you know God? 

 

  


