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4. JesusWORKS Week 4. Jesus and his Call 

Beforehand: 
• Bring NIV Bibles (or printout). 

• Ensure you have wallet, mobile/keys and sunglasses with you 

(for Illustration) 

• Ensure you have copies of an evangelism tract (e.g. ‘Two Ways 

to Live’) and a Gospel giveaway (Matthew, Luke or John) 

• Bring invites to ‘The Essential Christian’ Course or a Small 

Group. 

• Have gift/s ‘The Case for Christ’ (Strobel) – Book/DVD 

• Pray for the people you are going to be talking too. 

 

1. Introduction 

For the last three weeks, we have looked at JesusWORKS 

– to consider ‘What is Christianity?’ 

This week I want to turn our attention to how someone 

could respond to the message of Christianity – in other 

words ‘What is a Christian?’  
 

Let me begin by saying how I’ll end… I am going to ask 

you to make a choice and pray a prayer. 

• I want you to know up front where I am going so 

that you can make your own choice when we get 

there. 
 

2. What we’ve looked at so far? 
• Week 1: God’s King = Jesus – Authority - calls on us 

to respond. 

• Week 2: What happens to the King = Cross – 

because of Sin - Access to God. 

• Week 3: What this King Accomplishes = 

Resurrection - Jesus Vindicated - Sin dealt with – 

Debt Paid - Jesus Declared as Judge. 
(NB: - you asked the person to read Mark 11-16 last week and write 

down any questions. This may be a good time to check if they have any 

questions – and answer them.) 

 

 

3. Responding Rightly 
[Give out Bible Reading Handout] 

So how should someone respond to the message of 

Christianity? Let me suggest three things to think about: 
 

a)  To respond - recognise there is a need. 

Luke 18:9-14 (pg:      ) 

• Notice that Jesus is speaking to people who were 

self-confident – and so he tells a story about two 

men and two different responses: 

The tragedy of the Pharisee in this story is that 

he didn’t see his desperate need – he thought 

himself so righteous or good that he had no need 

for saving – this is Pride (the result: humbled). 

On the other hand – the Tax Collector. He saw 

that he had a need, he was humbly aware that 

he was a sinner (the result: exalted). 

• The point: Before God we must see and know our 

need. 

• You will not recognise what has been done to save 

you, unless you understand that you need to be 

saved from something. 

• Our sin creates a problem – we have a deep and 

eternal and personal need. 

• To respond to God, we should come to God 

stripped of our facades, cynicism and say ‘forgive 

me of my sin’. 
 

b) To respond - respond to Jesus 

Mark 8:34-38 (pg:          ) 

• Here Jesus teaches a crowd and his disciples what 

it means to follow him. 

Notice that he addresses our need to be saved: 

• In 8:35 – to ‘save’ our life (that is to keep it in our 

own control) means we will lose it. To ‘lose’ it 

(because giving it to Him may seem a loss) means 

we will save it. Jesus turns things around. 

• In 8:36 – ‘soul’ is another way of talking about a 

person’s ‘life’. 

• This is saying that the ‘soul’ is more important 

than ‘the whole world’.  

• To Jesus, our ‘soul’ is valuable – it holds value 

beyond this world. 

• It would be unwise to give everything for this world if it 

meant that you would forfeit your life (soul). 

• A life lost can not be regained. 

• The key to life here is not found in ourselves (v37 ‘what 

can a man give for his soul?’) – the key to life is in the one 

who can give life – Jesus. 

• Our ‘life’ is only safe in Jesus’ care and control. 

 

What does Jesus say we must do? (all from verse 34): 

i) deny self (8:34). This means the ‘self’ that disagrees 

with God. 

ii) take up his cross (8:34). This means paying the price 

of walking according his way. 

iii) follow Jesus (8:34). This means going where he says 

and not going where he forbids. 

• To respond badly – would to be ashamed of Jesus in this 

generation (world) – and he will be ashamed of you (c.f. 

8:38). 

• To respond rightly, would be to respond to Jesus.  
 

c) To respond – we must trust 

Ephesians 2:4-9 (pg:         ) 

• To have ‘Faith’ is to trust. 

• Why trust?  

• Notice that in this passage it shows that all people come 

to God ‘dead in transgressions’ (v5). 

• The promise in this passage is that God has mercifully 

saved people from death and given life - in fact life 

eternal. 

• It is by grace (his free gift), that he has saved – but at 

every point that salvation has involved Jesus (note the 

repeated ‘with Christ’/in Christ’ references). 

• That free gift of salvation is accepted through faith (v8). 

 

• And so – as we respond to Jesus, he will accept us in 

faith, take us, and bring us home to life – eternal life,  

• To have ‘Faith’ is to trust. 
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4. To trust means… 
• How do I trust Jesus? 

 

Trust is not an emotion. Trust is an action. 

Illustration: Chair (standing) 

• To prove I trust a chair I sit on it – I entrust my 

weight to the chair. 

• If I did not think the chair was trustworthy I would 

not sit on it.  

• What is important about trust is the object of your 

trust. 

• That is the same for Jesus – to trust Jesus you 

entrust your life to him. 

• If you thought Jesus was worth trusting – then you 

wouldn’t turn your back on him. 
 

• But here is the thing – everyone trusts. 

Illustration: We go to the shops trusting that they 

will have what we want (or else we wouldn’t go!). 

 

• And everyone entrusts themselves to something 

(often many different things). 

• In the world we live in often it is money (place wallet on 

chair), or possessions (places mobile/keys on chair), or 

health (place glasses on chair).   

• But God wants people to trust him with their lives (sit 

on the chair). Something more valuable than the things 

of this world. 
 

• I can have a little bit of trust or a lot of trust. The 

amount of trust that I have won’t alter the facts 

about whether the chair will hold me.  

• The trustworthiness of the chair is determined by 

the object – the chair. 
 

• And so, trusting is like a child crossing the road with 

you. A child takes your hand and crosses a busy road 

with you, because he/she trusts you. You are not 

going to let them go. 

• It is the same with Jesus.  

 

• You can look at Jesus, you can find out all about 

him, you can check out all the evidences – but to 

trust means sitting in his chair. To trust in Jesus 

means entrusting yourself to him. 
 

[Give out the Evangelism Tract ‘Two Ways to Live’ Booklet] 

This is a short explanation describing what a Christian is 

– it is more detailed than what I have been going 

through with you – but the basic message is the same. 

• A Christian is someone who recognises they have a 

need (they cannot save themselves from sin), they 

respond to Jesus, and they respond by trusting him 

to be Lord of their life. 

 

Do you want me to clarify anything? 

 

5. Actually Responding 
So that brings us to actually responding. 

• How do I respond?  

• At this point there is choice – either to reject 

(ignore, defer, continually review) or accept. 

 

Let’s read one last passage in the Bible – Mark 4:1-9 (pg:                

       ). Note – Jesus’ explanation to the parable (vv 10-20) is printed on 

the handout).  

• Described here - there is one Sower, one seed and 

four different types of soil. 

• The Sower is Jesus. Jesus plants the seed – his 

message. And the soils describe how different 

people respond to the seed.  

Path: message has no impact 

Rocky Places: message accepted, but lost 

Thorns: message accepted, but crowded out 

Good soil: accepted and acted upon. 

• There is only one soil that bears fruit. 
 

• Friends – the choice I want to ask you to make is 

whether you would like to accept the message of 

Jesus. I want to ask you to become a Christian. 

 

• How do you become a Christian? 

• You call upon God. Speak to him. Pray.  

I’ll show you how in a moment. 

 

• What will happen?  - God promises forgiveness.  

A fresh start with a different centre. 

• What will change?  - Your heart.  

Look to Jesus. Listen to God’s direction as he details in 

his Word the Bible. Follow his lead. 

• Will it be easy? – Not always. 

At times it will feel costly because you won’t be living for 

this world any longer, but for God. 

• Am I good enough? - When will you be? 

• Do I know enough? - When will you? 
 

• There are all sorts of things that may want us to stop us 

accepting Jesus – our pride, family, background, self-

sufficiency, profession, fear – and the list could go on. 

But is there anything on that list that promises the free 

gift of eternal life? 
 

Do you want me to clarify anything? 

 

6. Becoming a Christian 
Let me show you how to become a Christian. 

• Becoming a Christian starts like any other restored 

relationship – you talk, say sorry, and ask to be friends 

again. We talk to God by praying to him. 

• At the end of the booklet I gave you there is a prayer (in 

the 2W2L Tract it is under the title ‘Talk to God’) 

• You might notice with this prayer that it does what I have 

suggested when responding – recognises a need, 

responds to Jesus, places trust in him. 

• Let me read it (so you know what you will be praying) and 

then, if you want to become a Christian today, then I’ll 

get you to pray it with me (I’ll pray aloud, you can pray 

quietly in your own mind – because God will hear what you 

pray) 

 

Okay? [Read it, Wait, then Pray it] 
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7. What next? 
• If you just prayed that prayer – then 

Congratulations. There is a party happening in 

heaven for you right now!! 

• Don’t be concerned that there has not been a 

flashing of light, angels breaking into song, or that 

you feel no different - that is not surprising. Let me 

assure however you that your status in eternity now 

looks very different. 

 

• Let me quickly address ‘what next?’ 

• What does a Christian do?  

 

i) Read the Bible – you will get to know God better by 

reading his Word the Bible – start with a gospel.   

• You have read through Mark during this course, so 

you might want to have a read of Matthew, Luke 

or John (give out a copy of a gospel booklet). Then move 

on to a book called Acts. 

• A suggestion would be to read something from 

the Bible (maybe up to a chapter) each day. 

 

ii) Pray – speaking to God and ask him to help you 

know him better. 

• God speaks to us in his Word. We speak to him in 

prayer. 

 

iii) Fellowship – it is essential for Christians to have 

fellowship with other Christians so that you can 

grow together to be like your Lord.  

• Church is a good place to get this fellowship – a 

place where people who trust in Jesus gather and 

hear his word spoken (it is not necessarily a 

building or a location). 

Illustration: 

• A burning coal burns longest when with many 

other burning coals – remove it and it fades 

out quickly. 

You can ensure fellowship by: 

• Joining a church that teaches the Bible well 

and prays to God regularly. 

• Joining a ‘The Essential Christian’ Course or a 

Small (Bible Study) Group (give out invite) 

 

iv) Finally – live with a changed attitude towards 

God, Sin and the World.  

• Live in such a way that pleases God (as the Bible 

says) and shows others that you live for him not 

for yourself or the world. 

• Becoming a Christian does change your 

personality – but it does change you as a person 

Illustration: 

• Think of your new life like a garden that 

needs some work!  

• The important thing is that your garden is 

now an accepted part of God’s kingdom, but 

there may be some things (perhaps lots of 

things that need to be worked on – i.e. 

different sins). 

• As you grow in your relationship with Jesus, 

you will change things about the way you 

live (like pulling up some weeds) and 

hopefully over time you might have a garden 

that looks more like the garden of a King! 

  

 

Now, of course, if you didn’t pray that prayer – then 

you still can.  

 

When you are ready you can pray. God is not going 

anywhere! 

• But please let me encourage you to make your 

decision – sooner than later. 

• You might want to read through the Booklet I gave 

you and then decide. 

• And of course, feel free to ask me anything you 

want, whenever. 

 

 

 

8. Conclude 
 

That, my friends, is the end of JesusWORKS. 

• At the start of this course, the aim was to give you the 

information you needed to make you own decision about 

starting a relationship with Jesus.  

• My pray is that you have or that you have been helped in 

getting to know who Jesus is and what he has done for 

you. 
 

Thank you. 

 

Follow-up: 
For the New Believer. 

Follow-up is important. Ensure you: 

a. Give the person a gift – ‘Case for Christ’ (Strobel) – Book/DVD 

b. Talk to the person about getting baptised (c.f. Acts 2:38-41; 8:12, 35-

38; 16:13-15, 31-34; 18:8) 

c. Invite the person to church – connect them to others. 

d. Invite the person to do ‘The Essential Christian’ Course – if with you, 

ask others to meet with you. 

e. Invite the person to join a Small Group once they have started or 

finished ‘The Essential Christian’ Course. 

f. After a few weeks, ask the person with they would be willing to be 

filmed talking about the value of JesusWORKS (see ‘JesusWORKS Video 

Questions’).  

 

For the Person needing more time. 
There are a few follow-up options for you: 

a. Give the person a gift – ‘Case for Christ’ (Strobel) – Book/DVD 

b. Invite the person to continue to meet and read a gospel with you 

(Matthew, Luke ‘The Essential Jesus’ or John). 

c. Invite the person to do ‘The Essential Christian’ Course (more suitable 

for the person who is close to deciding to become a Christian) 

 

Resources used in this course (with thanks) 
1) Dickson, J., Simply Christianity 

2) Bennett, M., Christianity Explained 

3) Abbott, S., Everyday Evangelism 

4) Chapman, J., What is a Christian? 

5) Matthias Media, Two Ways to Live 

6) Noakes, K.D., The Essential Christian 


