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The Character of a Preacher  

John Chapman was a wonderful and engaging evangelistic preacher. What a blessing from 

God was ‘Chappo’. In The Briefing, Simon Manchester wrote this about John: 

‘The animation of John’s preaching was the Spirit of God taking the word of 

God and working through a man of God in the service of God. (Simon 

Manchester  1)  

What a wonderful thing to say about a preacher – to be able to give credit to God for the work 

he has done through a mere soul. Chappo was in love with Jesus and he wanted everyone to 

know it, and he wanted everyone else to be in love with Jesus too – for the glory of God. 

This final session before our preaching presentations is about making sure we have our head 

and priorities right. We look at the character of the preacher. 

 

The unfit preacher 

Question:  Can God work and bring blessing to others through an unclean vessel? 

 

 

 

 

Philippians 1:12-18  

 

Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me [Paul] has 

really served to advance the gospel. As a result, it has become clear 

throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains 

for Christ. Because of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have been 

encouraged to speak the word of God more courageously and fearlessly.  

It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of 

goodwill. The latter do so in love, knowing that I am put here for the defense 

of the gospel. The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, 

supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains. But what 

does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false 

motives or true, Christ is preached.  

 

 

 

 

                                                             
1 Simon Manchester, The Preaching of John Chapman in The Briefing Issue 404 March April 2013. 
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1 Timothy 3:1-7  

 

Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer, 

he desires a noble task. Now the overseer must be above reproach, the 

husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, 

able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not 

quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own family well and 

see that his children obey him with proper respect. (If anyone does not know 

how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God's church?) He 

must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under 

the same judgment as the devil. He must also have a good reputation with 

outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil's trap. 

 

 

 

 

 

The fit preacher 

 

 

 1. Be _______________ 

 

 

• If asked to preach, then you have a God-given responsibility both to the congregation 

we serve and to the doctrine we teach – both have been committed to us.  

• Our prior responsibility is to ourselves, to guard our personal walk with God and our 

loyalty to him. No one can be a good preacher or teacher of others who is not first a 

good servant of Jesus Christ. 

 

‘Preaching is incarnational communication, it’s truth through personality – 

through personhood, the preacher is inescapably part of the message...’ (Jim 

Packer 2) 

 

• God’s truth will be God’s truth – it is fixed, it is certain, it is stable. The person 

preaching it is the variable! 

 

                                                             
2  J.I. Packer, The Preacher as Theologian. in D. Jackman, Preparing the Preacher in When God’s voice is 

heard: Essays on preaching presented to Dick Lucas. Edited by D. Jackman and C. Green. (Liecester: IVP, 1995). 

84. 
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 2. Be _______________ 

• Sincerity to most is a self-evident virtue, yet how easily we fall into the trap of 

hypocrisy.  

• Be warned. The reason why hypocrisy in teachers is particularly unpleasant is that it is 

inexcusable. Jesus rebukes the Pharisees often for this sin.  

 

 Matthew 23:1-3  

 

 James 3:1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hypocrisy always repels, but integrity or authenticity always attracts.’ (John 

Stott 3) 

 

 3. Be ___________________________________ 

 

 

• Recognize that there will be external challenges and internal challenges. 

 

   

External 

• You preach a real Word into a world which is forever pretending. If you are preaching 

well, you will receive some push back. That is not a bad thing if you are ready for it. It 

is a bad thing if you water down the message as a result. 

 

 

 

 

• Paul told the Romans why he was so eager to preach the gospel: 

 

                                                             
3  J. Stott,  I Believe in Preaching (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1982), 271. 
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I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the 

salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 

(Romans 1:16 – and look what he passes on to Timothy in 2 Tim 1:8, 12)  

 

 

 

 

As servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; 

in troubles, hardships and distresses; in beatings, imprisonments and riots; 

in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger…(2 Cor 6:4-5) 

 

 

 

 

• Be prepared to be opposed by those who don’t know the gospel – but also from those 

who do! 

 

2 Tim 4:2-4 

 

 

 

  Internal 

• There are also internal struggles.  

 

 Doubt 

 Insecurity 

 Perfectionism 

 Anxiety 

 Maybe – Depression 

 

• Preaching is hard work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Speak with a clean conscience (by the power of the Holy Spirit) through great sorrow 

and unceasing anguish – for the sake of winning people for Christ. (c.f. Rom 9:1-5). 

And leave it to God to do the work. 
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 4. Be _________________ 

 

 

 

• Paul’s prayer to open the letter to the Philippians, in many ways can be the preachers 

prayer:  

 

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in 

knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern 

what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 

filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ-- 

to the glory and praise of God. (Phil 1:9-11) 

 

• Be a preacher who prays. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXERCISE  

• Pray for our role as preachers 

 

• Pray for those who will hear 

 

• Pray that God will get the glory. 

 

 


