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What is Preaching? 

Bible 

• Our starting point whenever we talk about preaching needs to be with the Bible. 

 

2 Timothy 3:16-4:5 

• Two categories  

  Doctrinal – teaching and rebuking 

  Ethical – correcting and training in righteousness  

• Taken together there is a fairly robust description what God’s word is good for – and as 

applied appropriately fundamental for edifying the person of God for life and service. 

   

• Positive and Constructive 

 Doctrinal – teaching (                     ) and rebuking (                    ) 

 Ethical – correcting (                       ) and training in righteousness (                       ) 

  

Preaching 

So what is preaching? 

• Preaching is when… 

 

 

•  ‘To make an official announcement – to shout out a decree’. 

  
(Matt. 3:1; 4:17, 23; 9:35; 10:7, 27; 11:1; 24:14; 26:13; Mk. 1:4, 7, 14, 1:38-39, 45; 3:14; 5:20; 

6:12; 7:36; 13:10; 14:9; 16:15, 20; Lk. 3:3; 4:18f, 44; 8:1, 39; 9:2; 12:3; 24:47; Acts 8:5; 9:20; 

10:37, 42; 15:21; 19:13; 20:25; 28:31; Rom. 2:21; 10:8, 14f; 1 Co. 1:23; 9:27; 15:11f; 2 Co. 

1:19; 4:5; 11:4; Gal. 2:2; 5:11; Phil. 1:15; Col. 1:23; 1 Thess. 2:9; 1 Tim. 3:16; 2 Tim. 4:2; 1 Pet. 

3:19; Rev. 5:2) 

 

 

• calling out of good news. 
 
(Matt. 11:5; Lk. 1:19; 2:10; 3:18; 4:18, 4:43; 7:22; 8:1; 9:6; 16:16; 20:1; Acts 5:42; 8:4, 12, 25, 

35, 40; 10:36; 11:20; 13:32; 14:7, 15, 21; 15:35; 16:10; 17:18; Rom. 1:15; 10:15; 15:20; 1 Co. 

1:17; 9:16, 18; 15:1f; 2 Co. 10:16; 11:7; Gal. 1:8f, 11, 16, 23; 4:13; Eph. 2:17; 3:8; 1 Thess. 

3:6; Heb. 4:2, 6; 1 Pet. 1:12, 25; 4:6; Rev. 10:7; 14:6)  

 

 

• To preach is to call out, to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ. 
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• P_______________ occurs when the gospel is declared/announced to an assembled body of 

people who may be believers or unbelievers. 

 

• G______________preaching occurs when believers or unbelievers are called to response in 

a way that is consistent with the Word of God. 

 

• F_________________preaching occurs when the preacher handles the Word of God 

correctly. 

 

• F_________________preaching occurs when the Spirit of God works through you. 

 

 

 

Expository Preaching 

 

 

• Expository preaching is a particular type of preaching. 

• Expository preaching exposes the truth contained in the text rather than imposes on the text 

what is not there. It is saying what the Bible wants said. 

 

• Mark Dever defines it like this: 

 

Expository preaching is preaching in which the main point of the biblical text 

being considered becomes the main point of the sermon being preached’ 

(‘Preach – Theology meets Practice’, Ch 3, pg 36) 

• Quite strongly Dever asserts that anything that is not rooted and tethered tightly to God’s 

Word is not preaching at all – it is just a speech. 

 

• The Bible passage governs the sermon. In other words the “thought of the biblical writer 

determines the substance of an expository sermon” (H. W. Robinson ‘Expository Preaching’ 

pg 21-22).  

 

What is not being said 

• In order to avoid some confusion, it may be helpful to clarify what we are not saying of 

expository preaching: 

 

1. We’re not saying expositional preaching has to go verse by verse through a book of the Bible. 
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2. We’re not saying expositional preaching is marked by a particular style. 

• Style 

 

• Form  

 

• Method and Content  

 

 

3. We’re not saying expositional preaching rules out doctrinal or topical preaching 

• Key doctrines  

 

• Issues that a church, community, or society are dealing with. 

 

 

 

4. We’re not saying expositional preaching is just a series of lectures, the main goal of which is 

information transfer. 

 

 

What is being said – the necessary elements of Expository preaching 

Expository Preaching is marked by several necessary elements (H Robinson breaks it down as such): 

1. The Bible passage governs the sermon.  

We would want to say, that God’s word governs the words spoken. 

 

• The Preacher communicates a concept. That is, expository preaching is more than just 

analysing the words or grammar or syntax of a text. Rather it is drawing out the meaning. To 

do this “we must grapple with it [the Bible] on the level of ideas” (pg 23). 

The Preachers authority comes from the biblical text, not the preacher him/herself. So the 

Preacher must explain Scripture in order to focus the listener’s attention on the Bible. 

• And the concept is applied to the Preacher. Phillips Brooks famously said of preaching that it 

is “truth poured through personality” (Brooks cited in Robinson pg 25). As such we affect the 

message and the message ought first of all confront the preacher and bring the preacher to 

maturity. What a privilege being the preacher. 

• Then finally - the concept is applied to the hearers. Preachers should think on three levels.  

  - First as exegetes (struggle with the meaning),  

  - second as people of God (how does God want to change me)  
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  - and importantly third as preachers (what does God want to say to the congregation 

through me).  

“Application gives expository preaching purpose” (pg 27 cf. 2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

The Value of Expository Preaching 

Don Carson (404, in Robinson and Larson chapter 108) lists 6 reasons why expository preaching 

deserves to be the primary method of proclamation: 

• It is the method least likely to __________________________ 

• It teaches people how to ______________________ 

• It gives ___________________ to the preacher and ___________________ the sermon 

• It meets the __________ for relevance without letting the _____________ for relevance 

dictate the message 

• It forces the preacher to _______________________________ 

• It enables the preacher to expound systematically ________________________________ 

(Acts 20:27) 

 

Others Forms of Preaching 

1. Doctrinal Preaching – the sermon is structured according to a Biblical theme or truth (e.g. the Love 

of God, Sin, Creation, End times). Result, there are many passages to 

consider. 

2. Topical Preaching – the sermon is structured according to a contemporary topic/issue rather than 

a particular biblical text(s) on which it is based. Topics may not be 

specifically referred in the Bible (e.g. abortion, euthanasia, parenting etc) 

3. Textual Preaching – the sermon takes its leading ideas from the text but then looks elsewhere in 

Scripture for much of its development. Some see it as a hybrid of 

expository and topical preaching (Mathewson p413 in Robinson and Larson 

chapter 111). This type of preaching dominated the landscape in the latter 

half of the 19th century and the first half of the 20th century.  

 

 

 

 


