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The Preaching Model – Constructing the Sermon (STAGE 5d: SERMON)  

    

Conclusions 

 

 

 

 

 

• The listener should walk away with a grasp of the need to respond and also an idea 

of how they can respond to what has been said. 

 

The golden rules for conclusion are these: 

1. Be clear on what you want to achieve (i.e. the purpose of the sermon). 

2. Do not introduce new material in the conclusion. 

3. Do not offer your listeners false conclusions. 

4. Keep the conclusion sharp and short. 

  

• Good conclusions require work – they should be crafted. 

• You should restate, exhort, elevate and close the sermon leaving the listener with a 

clear direction of what next. 

 

 

 

 

• Brian Chapell suggests that most conclusions fit into one of two categories – the Grand 

Style and the Human-Interest Account. (Chapell, pg. 256-257.) 

 

 - The Grand Style conclusion is the climactic finish which elevates the listener on the 

edge of the seat with a clear idea of what next. 

 - The Human-Interest Account aims to grip the listener personally and rally their 

hearts and minds and motivate their wills – it will elicit honest emotions but should not be 

used to manipulate. 



Preaching for Beginners 

© Ken D Noakes/Equip 2016 (reworked for this course 2018) 2 

 

 Forming the conclusion  

 

 

 

1. The conclusion should bring the central truth and main points together. 

 

 

 

2. The conclusion might contain an illustration. 

 

 

 

 

3. The conclusion might be a question or a series of questions 

 

 

 

4. A prayer 

 

 

 

5. Visualization can make a conclusion powerful 
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6. Specific directions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. A quotation  

 

 

 

 

• Your quotation could be poetry, from a hymn, a Bible verse that ‘hits the nail on the 

head’ (perhaps one already considered in the sermon) or from a film or book (and so 

on). If you cannot commit it to memory don’t use it. 

 

 

 

 Tips for conclusions  

 

• _________________________. 

 

- Even the most dark and gloomy passage should end on a hopeful note.  

- Given that all of scripture gives a responding hopeful picture, it is appropriate to 

apply the wider context to ensure that you build people up, even if along the way 

some hard truths have been said. 

- Even the Major and Minor Prophets (who spend so much time proclaiming 

judgment) conclude with hope (c.f. Hosea 14:4ff, Amos 9:11ff, Zech 14:1ff etc.) 

- The passage may require you to preach a hard word – do so. But don’t abandon 

your listener there. 

 

• Avoid: 

 _______________________ 

- It is good to announce your finish (e.g. in words ‘Finally…’), but if you 

do, then finish. Mean it. ‘Lastly…’ does not mean you can last! 

 _______________________ 

- Unless the shock value is part of the message – don’t finish as if you have 

just blown a tire. 
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 _______________________ 

- ‘May God help us to live in the light of these great truths.’ 

 _______________________ 

- we are not in America – your success or failure is not needed to commend the 

Word of God. 

- leave people looking to Jesus, not you. 

 

 

Exercise – Fill in the Sermon Content for Luke 9:51-62 

 

1. Using the Sermon Grid Template – in bullet point form work out how you will 

conclude the sermon. 

 

 

 

  

 


