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The Preaching Model – Constructing the Sermon (STAGE 5c: SERMON)  

• We are at STAGE 5: Sermon. Things should be coming together. 

 

• In preparation we have done our work on the PASSAGE, put it into the context of the 

BOOK, and in the context of the BIBLE. We have drawn out of the passage a CENTRAL 

TRUTH. Before starting the actual writing, we have considered how what we have 

uncovered should shape both our own LIFE and that of our listeners. As such we have 

a purpose driving what we are hoping to do in the sermon. 

• Then we started crafting the SERMON – in prayer, and by constructing an outline, we 

populated the body of the sermon. Each point stated, located, explained, illustrated. 

• Now we can turn our attention to how to apply the point, conclude the sermon, 

introduce the sermon and finally practice the sermon. 
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Applications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The application is the direction and assistance needed to help the listener to change 

an attitude, behaviour or understanding in order to live for the Lord. Bryan Chapell 

puts it this way: 

 

Application justifies exposition. If there is no apparent reason for the 

listeners to absorb exegetical insights, historical facts, and biographical 

details, then a preacher cannot expect what seems inapplicable to be 

appreciated. (Brian Chapell 1) 

 

• For each point in the body of your outline we want to State (and locate), Explain, 

Illustrate and Apply. 

 

Application shows ________________ of a biblical passage for _______________ in  

the hearers _______________ and/or ________________ life. 

• Application is different to Implication. 

• The implication of a passage is timeless whilst the application may be specific to the 

time and listener before you. 

 

Colossians 3:5  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
1  B. Chapell,  Christ-Centered Preaching – redeeming the expository sermon (Grand Rapids: Baker 

Academic, 2005), 211. 
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• We want our listener by the end of the sermon to be left in no doubt as to the action 

they should take – be that in their attitude, behaviour or understanding. 

• Of course, you already know this for your passage, because you worked that out in 

when you moved through Stage 4 Life.  

 

• If in preparation we spend all our time in the text - and leave our application and 

crafting of the sermon to the last minute – we will come out with a sermon which is 

dense and harder to listen too. The application will be reduced to something like 

‘Love God, Read your Bible, Pray more!’ 

 

• And… if in preparation we spend all our time on the crafting of the sermon - leaving 

the Bible text mostly to the side and the application neglected - then you may come 

up with a highly entertaining sermon which is easy to listen too – but will not be life 

changing because it will fail to reach the heart. 

 

• And… if in preparation you put all your effort into application - leaving both the text 

and the crafting of the sermon aside - then you will come up with a sermon which 

exhorts but runs the risk of being moralistic. 

 

• If you have followed the Preaching Model, you should have a good balance. 

 

 

 

Tips for Helpful Applications 

1. Reduce the scope of the application. Be specific as much as you are able. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Vary the demographic that you are aiming at in your application (especially if the 

passage makes the distinction). Yet always be sensitive. 

 Men, women. 

 Mums, Dads, Children, Grand Parents, God Parents 

 Professionals, Tradespeople, Job seekers. 

 Students, Workers, Retirees. 

 Clergy, lay. 

 Sporty, non-sporty 

 Singles, marrieds, divorcees, widows. 

 Those with kids, those without. 

 Convicts, free settlers!! Etc. 
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3. It can be helpful to think in terms of spiritual condition.  

 I already have a relationship with Jesus 

 No Thanks – not today. 

 I still have questions 

 I’d like to restart a relationship with Jesus 

 I’d like to start a relationship with Jesus. 

 

‘It is not enough to simply preach as if there are two ways to God. There are three 

– religion, non-religion, and the gospel. One of the most important ways to get a 

hearing from port-modern people and to wake up nominal or sleepy Christians is 

to preach the gospel as a ‘third’ distinct way from both irreligion and religion. 

Religion is ‘if I obey I will be accepted’. Irreligion is ‘I don’t really have to obey 

anyone but myself’. The gospel is ‘since I am accepted in Christ, I will obey’. It is 

crucial to distinguish all three from one another for your hearers.’ (Tim Keller 2) 

 

4. Don’t be scared to aim directly at particular people if it will help you sharpen your 

application – but be diplomatic and never betray a confidence. 

 

 

5. Don’t hobby-horse. 

 

 

6. Recognize that there are some passages (not many) with no immediate 

application. 

 

 

 

7. Be careful not to take the High-Road 

 

 

 

                                                             
2  T, Keller,  ‘Preaching the Gospel to the Heart’ in Theology and Practice of Church Ministry, Part 

III (Unpublished Paper, 2004), 4. 
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Exercise – Fill in the Sermon Content for Luke 9:51-62 

 

1. Using the Sermon Grid Template – in bullet point form work out how you will 

apply each point in the body of your sermon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


