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The Preaching Model – Life (STAGE 4: LIFE)  

• Who is it that sits before you when you preach? What are the concerns that they have 

brought, what burdens do they carry? 

• Who is it that walks in the door of your church for the first time? What are they looking 

for? What do they need to hear? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Expository Preachers have sitting before them each week people who believe 

something that they do – a belief that the Bible has something to say about our 

deepest needs and that it can help! 

 

• The goal of the expository preacher should be to … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Most people do not want a lecture that simply recounts Bible facts. They want and 

need a sermon that demonstrates how the information in the Bible applies to their 

lives. 

 

• Preachers help the ________________ to determine the ___________________ of 

the Bible passage for ______________________. 
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Let’s return to our preaching model: 

 

• Stage 1 look at the Passage in the Bible,  

• Stage 2 look at where that passage fits in its Book of the Bible  

• Stage 3 look at where that passage fits in the entire Bible.   

 

That puts you in a position to determine the Central Truth. The Central Truth is the main point 

of what the passage is actually saying. 

• Stage 4 then is to work out the Sermon Purpose and engage with our Life. 

• Stage 5 is writing the actual Sermon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last time we met, we ended the day having looked at Luke 9:51-62 – and we each worked out 

a Central Truth. 

 

Stage 4 – LIFE and Purpose 

• With the Central Truth of the passage now established it is time to determine the 

purpose of the sermon for the lives of those who will hear.  

• Stage 4 of the Preaching Model. 
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• The preacher must be familiar with three worlds: 

 

 1. the __________________________ as it relates to the passage under study; 

2. the ___________________ in which we live—its concerns, its interests, its 

achievements, etc; 

3. and the ________________________ whom we address.  

 

Determining Purpose 

• Determining Purpose is about moving from engagement with the world of the Bible 

towards engagement in the remaining two worlds.  

  

• Once you have identified the Central Truth in a passage, it is time to explore it further 

to bring it into the lives of your listener.   

• It may not feel like it (as we plod slowly through this model), but we are mid-way in 

the development of your sermon —you have not yet decided on what will be in your 

sermon, you are looking for significance. 

 

 

 the Central Truth may be _____________________ which will help you 

transport your hearer,  

the Purpose is determined by being clear about ___________________ - 

where you want to end up. 

 

• Tim Hawkins, uses the illustration of a Train Driver to govern his whole preaching 

model (Hawkins pg. 24) 

• He encourages the preacher to make sure that they are clear about where they are 

going and that the destination is worth going to. 

• For him the only destination worth taking people to is that of 

‘_____________________________’. 

 

 - Yes, you want people to ____________ more – to be informed. 

 - Yes, you want people to ____________ different – to be emotional engaged. 

 - But the end purpose should be to help people ___________________ – to 

take them on a journey through God’s word that will (under God) change some aspect 

of the way they live. 

Do not merely listen to the Word, and so deceive yourselves. Do 

what it says. (James 1:22) 
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So how do we determine the purpose? 

• There must be a reason why God has put your particular passage in the Bible. What is 

it? 

• It could be that God wants a change of _________________ (e.g. arrogance/humility, 

encouraging/doubtful)  

• It could be that God wants a change in ________________ (e.g. stop lying, act with 

integrity, spend time studying the Scriptures, repentance)  

• It could be that God wants a change in __________________ (e.g. understanding the 

doctrine of the atonement; understanding the person and work of the Holy Spirit)  

 

• In determining the sermon’s purpose those categories should be considered. 

  If not, the preacher could find themselves explaining parts of scripture or 

explaining doctrines as simply a theoretical exercise.  

 Or, on the other hand, exhorting the hearer to change without providing a 

reason from the gospel for making the change. 

 

 

The Passage and you as the Preacher 

• As a matter of primary importance ensure that the passage is bearing its weight on 

you as the preacher. 

• If you are going to work out the life implications for the hearer – it is wise that you 

first do it for yourself. 

 

• Ask yourself:  How should this passage change my attitude?  

 

  How should this passage change my behaviour? 

  How should this passage change my understanding? 
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The Passage and your Hearer 

• Of next importance is to think the passage into the life of the hearers. 

• The purpose of the Sermon should connect with the hearer’s actual life – their 

attitudes, behaviour and understanding. 

 

• You have already done the work on the context of the passage (Stage 2 and 3) so you 

should have insight into who the original recipients of passage were and the 

circumstances that this message may have been delivered. Working out the original 

purpose will make it easier to work out the purpose for today. 

 

• Keep in mind that the original context may have been to _____________________ 

(e.g. the disciple Peter) or to ____________________ (e.g. the disciples, the crowds, 

the Pharisees). 

 

• Ask yourself:  What do my listeners need to hear to change their attitude, behaviour 

and/or understanding? 

 

 

 

State the Purpose 

 

• A governing statement here could be to ask yourself: 

By the end of the sermon, I want the hearers to… 

 

 

• It helps to clearly and specifically state the purpose to help focus your sermon content 

and so help your hearers focus their reflection on what you have said.   

 

 

 

 

  

 

• Robinson encourages us to express the purpose in measurable terms because they 

force us as preachers to ‘reflect on how attitudes and behaviour [sic] should be altered’ 

(Robinson, pg 112).    

 

• He wants preachers to be more ‘concrete’ in the ‘application of truth to life’ (Robinson, 

pg 112).   I suspect your hearer will thank you for it too! 
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- My listener should understand…. 

- My hearers should identify one morally … 

- The congregation should be able to list… 

- Christians should feel the joy of… 

- An unbeliever should respond by… 

- The blokes should…. while the ladies should…. 

• Remember that implication may be made to individuals. So take care when thinking 

through the purpose that you aim at the right kind of individual (e.g. If a command is 

to a man, then don’t apply it to women, if the teaching is directed at leaders, don’t 

aim it at all members etc.) 

 

• Similarly keep in mind that if the passage is aimed at a group then you should take 

care to speak to the group rather than the individual (e.g. If a warning is to a whole 

church to care for widows (for example), then don’t direct all individuals to spend all 

of their time caring for widows) 

 

• And further, recognize that some implications may not apply at all to the group you 

are speaking too. So, it is unlikely that a purpose that addresses child-rearing will be 

useful if your hearers are mainly retirees or teenagers. 

 

• Finally, the purpose should be formulated before you start writing the script.  

Understand though that you might find yourself wanting to rework the goals as you 

work on the sermon.  That is OK, just do not keeping moving the goalposts as you 

prepare. 
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Exercise – Sermon Purpose for Luke 9:51-62 

1. Consider those you will be preaching to at the end of this course. 

Suggest three possible purposes for a sermon to them based on Luke 9:51-62. 

 - a change of attitude? 

 

 - a change in behaviour? 

 

 - a change in understanding? 

 

2. Write out a purpose statement for Luke 9:51-62 if preached to that group. 

 

•  

•  

•  

 

 

 

Stage 4 is about ensuring you are clear about your purpose and engaging with the LIFE 

of those you will be preaching too. 

 

 

 

 

By the end of the sermon, I want my hearers to… 

 


