
Reading Habakkuk today. 

Introduction: 

Habakkuk may seem like the book of an unknown, minor prophet stuck somewhere near the back of the Old 

Testament to many of us. Our hope is that as we dig into this little book you will be amazed at how relevant his 

teaching is to us today. Habakkuk reminds us that our God is Sovereign, that we can wait faithfully for his promises 

to be fulfilled and that He has acted to bring salvation to his people in a surprising manner. 

In the first week we will look to place Habakkuk in its historical context and look at how we should approach reading 

this little minor prophet. And then we’ll spend three weeks digging in and asking the questions that Habakkuk asks 

and seeing God’s answers. 

A helpful commentary is Nahum, Habakkuk & Zephaniah. The End of Evil. Reading the Bible Today series. Martin 

Pakula, 2014. 

And another helpful intro is https://thebibleproject.com/explore/habakkuk/ 

It is well worth watching the video introduction to the book (don’t get put off by the American pronunciation of 

Habakkuk!). 

Key to table:  

 Judah 

 Israel 

 Kings who did evil  

 Kings who followed the Lord 

 

Enjoy the Study of God’s Word. 

Naomi Noakes - 2017 



Kings and Prophets of Israel and Judah 

Year Kings and Prophets Notes 

1050 King Saul (39)  

1011 King David (41)  

970 King Solomon (40)  

 Judah Israel  

 Prophets Kings Kings Prophets  

931 Shemaiah Rehoboam (17) Jeroboam (22) Ahijah  

Egypt invades Jerusalem 
  

913 Iddo Abijah (3) 
War with Judah 

 

911 Azariah Asa (41) Nadab (2) Iddo  

909 Hanani Baasha (24)   

Allies with Syria against Baasha   

886  Elah (2)  

  Zimri (7 days)  

885  Omri (12)  

  
Samaria becomes capital 

 

870 Jehu Jehoshaphat (25) Ahab (22) Jehu  

 Ahaziah (2) Elijah  

848 Jahaziel Jehoram (8)  Joram (12) Elisha  

841  Ahaziah (1) Jehu (28)   

841 Joel Queen Athaliah (6)  

835  Joash (40) Jehoahaz (17)  

  Jehoash (16)  

796 Amaziah (29) Jeroboam II (41)  

767 Uzziah (52) Zechariah (6 mth)  

 Isaiah  Shallum (1mth)  

 Micah Menahem (10)  

740  Jotham (16) Pekahiah (2)  

 Pekah (20) Amos  

732 Ahaz (16) Hoshea (9) Hosea  

715 Hezekiah (29) 
Fall of Samaria 722- Israel in Captivity 

 

687 Manasseh (55)   

642 Amon (2)   

640 Zephaniah Josiah (31)   

609 Huldah Jehoahaz (3 mth)   

609 Habakkuk Jehoiakim (11)   

598 Jeremiah Jehoichin (3 mth)   

 
Many deported to Babylon 

  

597 Ezekiel Zedekiah (11)   

587 Fall of Jerusalem   



 

Habakkuk Series 

A Prophet for the 21st Century? 

Study 1: Where does Habakkuk fit and where do we fit? 

 

As we begin Habakkuk most of us are probably thinking where is it in the Bible? Where does it fit in the timeline? 

So in this first study and talk that’s what we’re looking at. 

1) In 2 groups put the cards into order for the people, events and dates. Then write it into your booklet. 

 (Work as a team remembering that this will be very new for some people). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Where does Habakkuk fit? Habakkuk was written to Judah (the southern kingdom). 

What do you learn about Judah’s last kings? 

2 Kings 21:1-6 

2 Kings 21: 19-22 

2 Ki 22:1-2, 14-20 and 2 Ki 23:25-27 

2 Ki 23:31-32 

2 Ki 23: 36- 24:4 

2 Ki 24:8-12 

2 Ki 24:18-20 

 

3) How should God’s OT people have responded to the prophets? How did they? See 2 Kings readings above 

and 2 Chron 36:15-17. 

 

 



4) Where do we fit in the timeline? 

1 Peter 1:3-12 Try to draw a picture/ diagram of Peter’s view of history and where we fit in it. Include the 

prophets, Christ and his suffering, new birth, our inheritance, trials, salvation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5) What should we expect to learn from the OT prophets? How should we view their writings? 

Read Luke 24:25-27, 44-49. 

1 Peter 1:10-12 

2 Peter 1:19-21 

 

 

  



 

Study 2: Questioning God 

1. What questions have you wanted to ask God? 

 

 

Read Habakkuk 1:1-4 

2. What does Habakkuk say his society is like? 

 

 

3. What is his question of God? 

 

 

Read Hab 1:5-11 

4. What reaction is God expecting to His answer? 

 

5. How is God going to address the wickedness that so disturbs Habakkuk? 

 

 

 

 

 

6. How do you react to God’s answer? 

 

Read Hab 1:12-13 

7. What is Habakkuk’s reaction to God’s answer? Why is God’s character so important to Hab? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. What do you find encouraging/ challenging in this chapter in relation to : 

 

- Habakkuk’s questions 

- God’s answer 



- God’s character 

 

9. Read Romans 1:18-23, 28-32. How does Paul describe the interaction of wickedness and  God’s answer to it? 

How is this similar to what we’ve seen in Habakkuk 1? 

 

 

10. Do your concerns about our society drive you to pray? How do you expect God to answer? 

 

11. How do you think God feels about Hab’s and our questions? 

 

  



Study 3: Habakkuk 1:12-2:20 

1. Review study 1 and 2. Where is the book of Habakkuk placed in the timeline of OT Salvation history? What is 

the first question Habakkuk asked of God and what was God’s answer? 

 

 

2. Whe we see acts of evil on the news eg. Suicide bombings, in which innocent people die- what does it make 

you think about God? 

 

3. Read Habakkuk 1:12-17. What is the structure of Habakkuk’s complaint? 

 

4. Spend some time exploring the fishing imagery of v4-17. What is Habakkuk saying whne he uses the images: 

 

‘People are like fish in the sea’ and ‘sea creatures with no ruler’? 

 

Why do they burn incense to a dragnet? 

 

5. Summarise what Habakkuk is asking God in v13, v17. What is the essence of his second complaint? 

 

6. Read Habakkuk 2:1-3. What does it tell us about God’s timing? Why do you think God is seemingly slow to 

act sometimes? 

 

7. Read Habakkuk 2:4-20. Identify the 5 behaviours that God recognizes in Babylon and the punishment they 

will receive. 

 

 verses Behaviour/ attitude leading to woe Fitting punishment 

Woe 1 

 

 

   

Woe 2 

 

 

   

Woe 3 

 

 

   

Woe 4 

 

 

   

Woe 5 

 

 

   

 

8. How do you respond to this judgment and how do you see similar attitudes/ behaviour around us today? 

 

 



9. In v4  Habakkuk is told that the righteous person will live by his faithfulness. How is Habakkuk living by faith 

different to us living by faith today? 

See also Romans 1:17, Galatians 3:11, and Hebrews 11:1 

 

 

10. How can you live by God’s faithfulness this year? What parts of your life do you trust in God’s care and what 

parts need to be changed for that to happen? 

Pray about these together. 

 

 

 

  



Study 4: Waiting with Faith 

Habakkuk 3 

How do you react when you have to wait for something? 

 

Read Habakkuk 3. 

1. What do v1, 19b tell us about the purpose of this chapter? 

 

2. In v1-2 how does Habakkuk view God and what request of God does he have now? 

 

V3-15 

3. What is the effect of the coming of God upon creation and the nations? Vs3-7 

 

 

4. How is God seen as a warrior and what is the impact of him coming? V8-15 

 

 

 

 

5. What is the purpose of his action? V13 

 

 

 

6. How was this fulfilled in both Israel’s past and future? 

 

 

7. What is Habakkuk’s reaction to his reflection on God and His actions? V16-19 

 

8. Read 2 Thess 1:3-10. The Thessalonians (and us) were living in a time of tension. How do Paul’s words to 

them pick up what we’ve learnt in Habakkuk?   

 

 

 

9. Habakkuk ends in waiting and rejoicing in God’s character and salvation. How do you see this in Christians 

around you today? 


