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CHECK TIME 

Talk 

Before I die… 

• Before I die, I want to – dot, dot, dot! 

• What would you say to finish the sentence? 

• Before I die – I would like to survive a United Airlines flight! 

• Before I die – I would like to make it through the summer without a blackout! 

• Before I die – I would like to see the New RAH opened! 

• Before I die – I would like to see Port Adelaide win the premiership! – Sorry it is a bit 

low to make jokes about something that is impossible! 

• I have enjoyed reading many of the statements that have been written on the chalk 

board cube out the front of our church [Slide] 

• What would you write if you had a go? 

Jesus, a threatening presence 

• It’s Good Friday – the day of the Christian Calendar where we talk about death – the 

death of Jesus to be specific – how we get from a man dying on a cross to a fluffy 

bunny delivering Easter eggs is beyond me! 

• What is clear about this day, is that Jesus is the centre of attention – or should be. 

• Matthew’s Gospel is a historical record of the life of Jesus including the events of 

that first Easter when Jesus was put on trial and crucified. 

• Jesus – is a threatening presence. 

• As you read through the eyewitness accounts about Jesus you can see the threat 

that he posed – to the religious leaders of the day, to his disciples, to the governing 

authorities, to the crowds – but why?  

• What was it about Jesus that was so confronting and threatening? Why reject this 

man? 

 

• In Matthew Chapters 26 and 27 we see Jesus being rejected on several fronts. It is 

clear that Jesus is a problem – religiously, politically and personally. 

Let me show you – by looking the passage in front of you. 

 Jesus posed a religious threat. 

• First, Jesus posed a religious threat. 

• In chapter 26:59 we read – ‘The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking 

for false evidences against Jesus so they could put him to death’ – people were 

looking for ways to bring Jesus down. Their minds were made up even if the 

evidences were missing. 
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• The Chief Priests and Sanhedrin members were the power brokers of the day. They 

had had to work very hard to get to the position of influence that they had. They 

were honoured and influential. Their job was to point people to God. 

• Along came Jesus, he suddenly appeared, assumed their position as a teacher and 

challenged them, undermining their authority. He declared himself as God’s son and 

King and to back that up made some exclusive claims that seemed to indicate that he 

could do what only God could do. In fact, he claimed that if you wanted to be with 

God forever, then that was only possible through him (Jn 14:6)! 

• The High Priest said to Jesus, charging him under oath – verse 63 ‘Tell us if you are 

the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of God’– and Jesus replied ‘Yes, it is as you say.’ 

 

• Imagine walking into any religious building in this city of Adelaide and walking up to 

whoever is in charge and announcing, ‘I am here, I am the Chosen one of God, I am 

the one your boss has sent, I am his son!’. 

• Whoever the religious leader of that temple or church was – they would think you 

had lost your mind! 

 

• The uncertainty of the religious leaders of Jesus day, should have been informed by 

what they saw and heard. Jesus had taught with authority, he healed the sick (whole 

townships), he feed the hungry (thousands), he calmed the storms, he raised the 

dead – he did things that only God could do. 

• But instead of paying attention, they came to the decision - Chapter 27:1 - that he 

needed to be put to death. 

• If they were to write on the cube outside they would write something like: ‘Before I 

die, I want too get rid of Jesus’. 

• Jesus posed a religious threat. 

 Jesus posed a political threat. 

• Second, Jesus posed a political threat. 

• After Jesus was arrested, he was brought before the Roman governor of Judea (from AD 

26–36), a man named Pontius Pilate – Chapter 27:11, Pilate asked him ‘Are you the 

King of the Jews?’ – Yes, it is as you say!’ Jesus replied. 

 

• We don’t know too much about Pontius Pilate but what we do know from some of 

the secular historians of the day (like Josephus and Tacitus) was that Pilate was an 

ambitious man – he appeared to have put his career above anyone and anything, 

even principle. So important was status to Pilate, that when he lost his position as 

governor he committed suicide (Eusebius - Historia Ecclesiae ii: 7). He lived for his career and 

Jesus wasn’t going to get in the road of that. 
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• Yet in Pilate – we see a man perplexed by Jesus. 

• In Chapter 27:14 – Pilate looks for a reply from Jesus to the charges brought against 

him – yet Jesus remains silent ‘to the great amazement of the governor’ 

• In verse 23 – Pilate is flummoxed at what Jesus has actually done wrong – he asks: 

‘What crime has he committed?’ 

• The other gospels, Mark, Luke and John also offer an account of Jesus’ trial before 

Pilate. Luke and John, three times each, record Pilate declaring to the crowds, that 

he ‘finds no basis for a charge against Jesus’ (Luke 23:4, 14, 22; John 18:38, 19:4, 6). 

• And then, caving into pressure, Pilate eventually washes his hands in front of the 

crowd and declares himself to be ‘innocent of this man’s blood’ (27:24) before 

condemning him to death – the only innocent person in this picture is the one who is 

being condemned. 

• If Pilate were to write on the cube outside, he would write something like: ‘Before I 

die, I want to wash my hands of Jesus’ 

 

• So why is standing up for Jesus such a big threat to Pilate? 

• Most probably, he wanted to protect his position. He wanted keep the status quo. 

He wanted to pacify the crowds and win the approval of others. 

• What a thoroughly modern man Pilate is.  

• It must be 1000’s who have rejected Jesus, who have washed their hands of 

responsibility, in order to protect position, or to gain promotion, or to retain the 

status quo, or to guard the approval of peers. - “Oh you can’t believe that Jesus is 

the only way to God’, ‘You can’t believe that that Easter story is literally true’, ‘You 

can’t believe all that woohar about Jesus being a miracle worker’ 

• And think of the corporations we have even in this country who have sold out on 

Jesus – to protect a reputation, a bottom line, a brand name. We have schools, 

businesses, politicians, hospitals – all who find Jesus to be a political threat. 

• Yes, it may be possible to proclaim support for many things or people, but not Jesus. 

We can’t even put a Bible verse on a beer can or dedicate a hospital space as a 

chapel. 

• Such subtle opposition to Jesus, such rejection of Jesus, has had a long and sad 

history. 

• It began with Pilate, the patron saint of the easily manipulated.  

• The rejection of Jesus was religious – but it was also political! 

 Jesus posed a personal threat. 

• Third, Jesus posed a personal threat 

• What we see in the passage before us are crowds watching the trial – and Pilate 

gives them a choice – verse 15. 
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• ‘it was the governor’s custom at the Feast to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd. 

At that time they had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. So when the crowd had 

gathered, Pilate asked them, ‘Which one do you want me to release to you: Barabbas 

or Jesus who is called Christ?’ 

• The offer is genuine – the choice is real. 

• Who do you want set free? 

 

• Now while the crowd considers – we as readers are offered further pieces of 

information. 

o We hear from Pilate’s wife – verse 19. As Pilate sits on his judges seat, a 

message comes ‘Honey, I have had a disturbing dream – it involves this man 

Jesus – have nothing to do with him – he is innocent.’ 

o This is not the first or the last time we will hear about the innocence of Jesus. 

o Even Judas, who betrayed Jesus back in verse 4, regrets his decision and 

announces to the chief priests and elders that he has ‘betrayed innocent 

blood’. 

o Jesus stands before all – on trial – with no fault found in the eyes of Pilate 

(sitting in his judges seat), or in the eyes of Judas (his betrayer), or in the 

mind of Pilates wife – He is innocent. 

o Yet also before them, stands Barabbas, a notorious prisoner – he is guilty. 

 

• Pilate asks the crowd again - verse 21 ‘who of the two do you want me to release to 

you?’ 

• And persuaded by the Chief Priests and the elders – the crowd shout out ‘Barabbas’. 

• ‘What shall I do then with Jesus who is called Christ?’ 

• And they answered        ‘Crucify him!’ 

LONG PAUSE 

• Can we really understand why the crowd saw Jesus as such a threat? Why demand 

his death, when surely it would be helpful to get rid of Barabbas? 

• Well, maybe we can understand it better just by looking around us. 

• What Jesus shows is a love for his Father and a love for others that gives no regard to 

himself – yet as we look around, or even at ourselves, what is often on show is a 

concern first and foremost for ourselves. 

• The crowds, see in Jesus is an understanding of God’s purposes that are bigger than 

just the then and there – yet as we look around, or even at ourselves, what we see is 

a thinking that is limited only to the here and now – just like the crowds. 

• What Jesus called to account was a rebellion in people, in all of us, that puts personal 

need before that of what pleased God. That rebellion is just a nice way to say sin. It is 

that sin, it is that rebellion that condemns – and no one likes to be condemned. 
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• What the crowds saw in Jesus was a threat – because they saw in him what they 

were supposed to be, yet plainly they were not, and instead of embracing him, they 

called for his blood, they stripped him, and dressed him as if he was a king, and 

twisted together a crown of thorns and placed it on his head, and mocked him, and 

spat on him, and struck him and lead him away  - to be crucified. 

• If the crowd was to write on the cube outside, they would write something like: 

‘Before I die, I want to be able to sin and then not be held to account’. 

 

• And you know, quite a lot of what has been written on that cube out there over the 

last few weeks – is written by people effectively saying ‘Before I die, I want to be 

able to do what I like regardless of what God or others might think’. 

 

• The rejection of Jesus was religious, it was political – it was also personal! 

LONG PAUSE 

Call me Barabbas 

• Spare thought at this moment for Barabbas. 

• He is the silent spectator in the drama that unfolded around him. 

• You can imagine his initial dismay, knowing that his time had run out, his crimes 

were due, his reputation condemning – and his sentence likely to be crucifixion. 

• And as he is pulled up on stage (if indeed he was) so that the largely Jewish crowd 

could choose their preferred scapegoat – and he looked over at the alternative 

scapegoat – and it turns out to be the Christ man – the one who a week earlier had 

ridden into town on a donkey to the praise of the very crowds gathered before 

them. 

• Now there is no chance. He had no leg to stand on. Not when placed next to Jesus. 

• If Barabbas was to write on the cube outside, he would write something like: ‘Before 

I die, I want to swap places with Jesus’ – because in him I see the person I should 

have been. 

• When so guilty, the idea of swapping places with someone so innocent should have 

been such a remote and ridiculous proposition. No sane person would exchange a 

clearly innocent man with one who is so clearly guilty. 

PAUSE 

• Then imagine Barabbas’ surprise, when hearing Pilate ask the crowd ‘Which of these 

two do you want me to release to you?’ and then he hears the crowd shout out HIS 

name ‘Barabbas!’ 

• Could it be true, me, the guilty one, might go free? 
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• Jesus presents as a threat to every person standing before him – but in fact Jesus 

stood before them not to threaten, but to save. 

• Barabbas saw and experienced that salvation first hand. He stood there as guilty, 

with nowhere to turn, and yet the downfall of Jesus served to set him free! 

PAUSE 

• What a good likeness the release of Barabbas has to God’s way of saving people. 

• The guilty is set free, and the innocent is put to death.  

• The great sinner is freed, while the innocent one is put to death.  

• Barabbas is spared and Christ is crucified.  

• Today’s sinner is pardoned and Christ is convicted. 

 

• Freedom, is a special gift and God gives it to his people. 

• A freedom that is made possible because the burden Jesus took on himself at the 

cross is the burden of our sin. 

• Christ suffered in our place, the just for the unjust.  

• He paid what he didn’t owe, so that we who owed but couldn’t pay – would go free.  

• He is our substitute. He is our scapegoat. 

• Call me Barabbas. 

• Before I die, I want Jesus to swap places with me! 

Easter 

• Friends, Easter is not just a time of religious observance – Yes, we remember what 

happened when Jesus died on a cross. 

• Easter is a time for repentance – when we acknowledge that we need Jesus to swap 

places with us and take our place so that before God we can be made free – and live 

forever with him. 

• Easter, shows us that Jesus is not a threat, but he is very much our Saviour. 

 

• And if you know Jesus as Saviour, I trust this Easter will be a good reminder that you 

have a story to tell that many need to hear – about the time when Jesus swapped 

places with you to bring you to God. 

• And if you are checking Jesus out, I trust this Easter will be a good time to look a 

fresh at a man who opened his mouth to tell you who he was but closed it again to 

ensure a sinner was saved. And let me encourage you to check out this Christ, this 

Messiah, this Son of God, this King – and to ask someone for more information about 

him so that you can check him out on your terms sooner rather than later. 

• Before I die, I want to ensure that I have understood Jesus. 

• Happy Easter Everyone 

• Let me pray 
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Closing Prayer 

 

Lord and Father, 

You gave your son, your Christ, your King and you gave him for those who rejected 

him. May his innocent blood, be the blood that saves us so that we might take his 

place with you. Amen. 


