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Basis of this seminar’s material is taken from New Testament 2  MTC  Correspondence Course, (Sydney: MTC, 1997), 
Ch 9. 
 

 
The purpose of these notes are first to provide a summary of key points from the PTC Course Notes, 

and second to provide some extra information that may fill out your understanding of the subject in 

question. 

 

Introduction 

 

 

To Jerusalem 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Why Jerusalem? 

 

 

 Clearer idea of opposition (c.f. 20:23 with 21:10-14) 

 

 

 Holy Spirit says (20:23, 21:11) 

  - note the nature of the prophecy  – unmarried daughter of Philip 

       - Agabus 

   

  

 Disciples say (21:4, 12, 14)  

– note ‘we’ – Luke includes himself in the opposition! 

 

 Consider – in this interaction we have that same prophecies hear by both the 

disciples and Paul – yet these two parties respond very differently to the hearing! 

 Consider the way Jesus predicted his future in Jerusalem and how the 

disciples tried to dissuade him. 

 

Jerusalem (21:17-36) 

 

 A mixed reception 

  James - warmly 

Exercise: 

 

 Read Acts 21:1-16 

 

 Paul seems clear on what he needs to do? What is that? 

 

 

Who encourages, who discourages him in this plan? 
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  Christian Jews – traditionally and cautiously 

   - looking for assurance 

   Paul, in freedom, respects the Jewish customs. 

    Purification rites, sacrifices, head shaved 

 

  Non-Christian Jews – opposition 

   As Agabus had predicted (c.f. 21:11) 

   Defiled the temple? Brought Gentiles (greeks) into the court 

   Romans – again protect Paul. 

  

Defence Speech 1 (21:37-22:11) 

 

A very Jewish address 

 His Jewish background 

 His training - Gamaliel 

 His work – with Jewish zeal 

 His conversion – a resurrect Jesus speaks! 

 Ananias 

 His reason for leaving Jerusalem 

 

Until the mention of the Gentiles (22:22-24) 

 Jewish discrimination 

 Any substance? 

 

Play the Roman Citizen card! (22:25-30) 

 Against Roman law to subject Roman citizens to the punishment 

reserved from non-Romans. 

By merit or birth? 

 

The issue for the Romans is that they want peace around the city, but yet 

they don’t understand the Jewish customs, law or issue (and if speaking 

Aramaic, probably not the language either) 

 

Defence Speech 2 (23:1-23:8) 

 

 Bad start – interaction with Ananias the High Priest 

  Against the law to strike a prisoner before guilt is established 

  But conversely against the law to insult the High Priest 

 

 Clever Re-start 

  As A Pharisee – hope in the resurrection! 

  This causes a problem for the non-resurrection believing Sadducees 

(c.f. 23:8). 

  Debate now not about Paul! 

  Roman Commander still in the dark 
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 The Lord stands near Paul ‘Take Courage’ (23:11) – how does Luke know this? 

 

Onto to Caesarea (23:12-35) 

 

 A conspiracy – 40 men in collusion with the Chief Priests and Elders 

 A well placed Nephew! 

 A careful Commander 

 

 The letter to Governor Felix 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Defence Speech 3 (24:1-27) 

  

A Proper Trial – High Priest Ananias back with lawyer Tertullus 

 Felix was not known for his grace towards the Jews! 

 

Charge (different to before) 

 Troublemaker, stirring up riots – leader of Nazarene Sect 

 Desecrate the temple 

 

 Paul Speaks (24:10-24:21) 

  No proof behind the charges 

  But I am a follower of the Way (they call a Sect) 

  I believe in the Jewish law and Prophets – the same hope as these 

men including a coming resurrection. (24:14-15) 

   It is this Resurrection for which I am on trial (24:21) 

 

 Felix sides with Paul (yet leaves him imprisoned – for two years!) 

 The High Priest and team will have to wait for another day. 

 

Tip: Do some research on Felix. Compare his lifestyle (and that for his wife Drusilla) 

to that of Paul. 

 

 Paul, even in prison evangelizes Felix – 24:24 

 

Exercise: 

 Read Acts 23:26-30 

 

 In view of the disturbance, and stated reason for the disturbance which brought 

Paul to be in custody - What does this letter you about how the Roman 

Commander viewed Paul? 
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 For next Week: 
 

• Read Unit 10 

• Read the New Bible Dictionary article ‘Paul’ (it is long) 

 
 
 

 

 

Reflection: 

  

Paul’s effort to get to Jerusalem and proclaim the Gospel seems hampered at every 

point. Why not give up? 

 

 

What would you do? 

 

  


