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The purpose of these notes are first to provide a summary of key points from the PTC Course Notes, 

and second to provide some extra information that may fill out your understanding of the subject in 

question. 

 

The Acts of the Apostles 

 

History or Theology? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Structure 

 

Acts 1:8 

  

Reference  Region    People  Agent 

 

Acts 1-6:7   Jerusalem   Jews  Peter 

Acts 6:8-13:3  Judea/Samaria  Samaritans Stephen/Phillip 

Acts 13:4-20:38 Antioch – Asia Minor  Gentiles Paul 

Acts 21:1-28:31 Defence Speeches of Paul ` 

 

Authorship 

 

• Luke  

- Gentile Christian 

- Companion of Paul and Mark (2 Tim 4:11; Phm 24) 

- A doctor (Col 4:14) 

- Intelligent writer – able to research (Lk 1:1, 3) 

- Evangelist? – writing for Theophilus (Lk 1:4) 

Exercise: 

 

Read through Luke 1:1-4 and Acts 1:1-11. What does these passages tell you about 

the Authors purpose? 
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• Internal evidence – the ‘we’ sections (16:10-17, 20:5-21:18, 27:1-

28:16) 

• Luke wonders at a) how salvation came (the subject of the Gospel of 

Luke) and b) how salvation spread (the subject of the Acts of the 

Apostles) 

 

First Century  

 

• In Acts we see the growth of the early Church. It is helpful to reflect 

on the forces working for or against those early Christians. 

 

For: 

- Roman infrastructure – namely roads and the ability to travel and 

communicate. 

- Greek language - Official language was Latin, but the vernacular 

was Greek. It was possible to communicate across the sub groups 

because of the common language of Greek.   

- Greek thought – growing dissatisfaction with the worship and 

inconsistence of the many different Greek gods – so when the 

Christians proclaimed a singular God and one who showed his 

person (Jesus), then there was an attraction. 

- Jewish Faith – there were features of Christianity that appealed to 

those of the Jewish faith. The Christians up held the Septuagint 

(LXX), the Greek translation of the Old Testament. Christians upheld 

the importance of going to the Synagogue and regularly 

worshipping. 

 

Against: 

‘To the Greeks, the message of these Christians was mad. To the 

Romans it was weak, to the Jews it was incredible.’ (Michael Green, 

30 Years, 17) 

 

Problem for the Jews 

- those proclaiming the gospel were un-ordained unknowns (not 

rabbi’s) 

- those proclaiming were call Jesus ‘Messiah’ – an affront to Jews. 

- they spoke against many Jewish practices and traditions – they 

rejected some of the rituals such as abiding to food laws, or 

circumcision and they minimized the importance of the temple and 

replaces the custom of sacrifices. 

 

 Problem for the Gentiles 

- the Christian position opposed much of what the state proclaimed 

(something which the Judaism had received exceptions) – for 

example – if you were not a Jew, you we bound to worship the 

Roman ‘god’ or Caesar. 
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- the Christian social conscious excluded them from much of what 

the Gentiles reveled in – theatre, idol worship, some pagan practices 

(to do with drinking and sex etc.) 

- created problems within the family unit – when one partner 

became Christian and the other did not. 

- Christian thought was ridiculed intellectually – it was not 

proclaimed as a philosophy 

 

Sound Familiar? 

 

Key Themes 

• Holy Spirit – 42 times in Acts + 11 in Luke (c.f. 5 times in Matthew and 

4 times in Mark) 

• Witnesses (1:8; 1:22; 2:32; 3:15; 5:32; 10:39; 10:41; 13:31; 22:15; 

26:16; 28:23) 

• Proclamation (They killed, God Raised, We Saw) – Peter (2:22-36), 

Paul (10:36-43) 

• Growth (2:41, 47; 4:4; 6:7; 11:21, 24; 12:24; 14:1; 16:5; 19:20) 

 

 

 

 

For next Week: 
 

• Read Unit 1 (for this week) and Unit 2 (for next week).  

• Try and work out to approximate date of the writing of Acts. 

 
 

 

 

Reflection: 

 

What value would/could the Acts of the Apostles have today? 


