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Central Truth 

 

God gave Jesus, who had no sin - to be sin for us - so that in him we might be made right 

with God! – so commend him. 

 

 

Purpose 

 

In this sermon, I want my hearers to be inspired to be Christ’ Ambassadors calling on 

people to be reconciled to God. 

  

 

Structure 

 

Opening 

 

Fear of the Lord (5:11-13) 

 

Sacrificial Love of Christ (5:14-16) 

 

Fear vs Love 

 

Living ‘in Christ’ (5:16-21) 

 

Perspective number 1: A New Outlook 

 

Perspective Number 2: A New Creation 

 

Perspective Number 3: A New Appeal 

 

God gave Jesus, who had no sin - to be sin for us - so that in him we might be made right 

with God!  

 

 

Bible Reading 

 

2 Corinthians 5:11-21 
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CHECK TIME 

 

TALK 

 

Opening 

 

• At Elder Park tonight, the hundreds who are gathered will sing about Christmas. 

• They will tell of a time ‘once in Royal David’s City’ on a ‘Silent Night’, when the 

‘herald angels sang’, calling some ‘ye merry gentleman’ to come and ‘fall on their 

knees’ before a baby ‘away in a manger’, who will be ‘Joy to the World’ and will 

who is ‘Christ the Lord’. 

• It is so wonderful that our city, our neighbourhood so willingly comes together to 

sing the praises of a King, a Saviour, and God’s son our Lord. 

• Yes – the message does get a little confused when ‘Frosty the snowman’ and 

Rudolph the reindeer are thrown in and the whole event ends when ‘Santa 

Clause comes to town.’ 

• But perhaps our society can work out the inconsistencies. 

 

• That said, I cannot imagine, at a secular level that the message of Christmas will 

be made any clearer.  You will not hear from a public stage something like this: 

 

God gave Jesus, who had no sin - to be sin for us - so that in him we might be 

made right with God!  

 

God gave Jesus, who had no sin - to be sin for us - so that in him we might be 

made right with God!  

 

• Although that is a message that speaks of God’s incredible generosity towards 

his world, it is not a message that is so readily received. 

• Yet friends, if you are a Christian – that is your message. 

 

God gave Jesus, who had no sin - to be sin for us - so that in him we might be 

made right with God!  

 

• How would that go down at the staff Christmas Party? 

• How would that be received over drinks at the Uni bar? 

• How do you think your neighbours would respond if you invited them to 

Christmas drinks and said ‘I celebrate Christmas because God gave Jesus, who 

had no sin – to be sin for me – so that in him I might be made right with God!’ 

 

• The Apostle Paul, gave this very message to the Christians in Corinth – a message 

of incredible generosity, but a message that was hard to receive. 

• What compelled him to speak? 
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• Why did he even try to persuade others that they needed to be made right with 

God? 

• That is what our passage from 2 Corinthian 5 addresses. 

• Allow me to pray for us before we look at the text: 

 

Prayer 

 

Lord and Father, 

You gave Jesus – a very divine gift – to a very human world. 

You gave the one who you had no issue with to those you had every issue with. And you 

did that so that we might be made right with you. 

If at Christmas, we do not see that very basic truth, we are lost, and so Father, help us to 

see what you give, understand what we get, and do what you ask. 

In Jesus name. Amen. 

 

 

• We are looking at 2 Corinthians 5:11-21 – in the first part from verse 11, the 

Apostle Paul defends himself (and those he works alongside).  

• Their gospel message attracts criticism, much like that of any Christian in any age 

who speaks of Jesus – and so Paul gives two reasons why he is compelled to 

speak up in the face of criticism. 

 

Fear of the Lord 

 

• The first – he fears the Lord. 

• You can see in verse 11 – ‘We know what it is to fear the Lord, yet we try to 

persuade people’. 

• What Paul is saying here is that one of his motivations in trying to persuade 

people - is that he is very aware of the judgement of God. In the verse, right 

before, he has stated that ‘all will appear before the judgement seat of Christ’ 

(v10). 

•  Now ‘fear’ is both a good and bad motivator to get anyone to do anything. 

• Alarming people can often get a reaction by urging people out of a complacent 

attitude and into action. It is not the strategy you would want to use on every 

occasion, but there is an urgency that often demands a response. 

• If your workplace/university was on fire, then it will help no one to minimise the 

risk and downplay the threat. 

• Paul very aware that judgement is serious and says that he does what he can to 

persuade people to act – while they still can. 

 

• He shouldn’t be underhanded in this – he is accountable to God and hopes that 

as he explains the truth of what he knows (that which he says ‘is plain to God’), 

he hopes also appears true before the conscience of people. 
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• That does not mean that what people think of him or what people hear from him 

will be accepted. 

• You might experience the same kind of apathy especially as we live in a world 

that hates the idea of judgement. 

• To explain to someone today that they will appear before the judgement seat of 

Christ, could be the very reason why a person shuts their mind to knowing 

anything further about Jesus. 

• Whether they accept that message or not, does not change the reality that all 

appear before the judgement seat of Christ – and the things we have done, good 

or bad, will be judged. 

• So the first reason why Paul is compelled to speak up about Jesus – is his fear of 

the Lord. 

 

Sacrificial Love of Christ 

 

• The second reason that compels Paul to speak – is the love of Christ. 

• You can see in verse 14 – ‘For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced 

that one died for all and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who 

live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was 

raised again.’ 

• It is not just that Jesus died. Anyone can do that - and will. 

• It is that Jesus died for all. 

• In this sense, Paul is saying that Jesus died as a representative for all people – 

what he experienced in death is what all will experience some day. 

• Yet this is a sacrificial death. 

• What Paul understands is that Jesus put himself in our place so that our death 

would become his death. 

• And in doing so, he who would also be raised from death would share that 

resurrection with those he died for. 

• Paul sees with absolute clarity – that Jesus who had no sin, took our sin in death, 

so that we might be made right with God. 

• Paul is not compelled by the moral uprightness of Jesus (he was a moral 

teacher). He is not persuaded by his amazing goodness (he is such a good man) – 

he is driven because he is convinced that Christ loved those who he is speaking 

too and showed that by dying for them. 

 

• Whilst our world loves the idea of a loving God, it hates the idea of sacrifice. And 

one of the reasons why the idea of sacrifice is so tough to swallow is that those 

who benefit, from any sacrifice become indebted to the one who has taken our 

place.  

• Paul is compelled to speak of Jesus because he loved us by dying in our place. 

 

PAUSE 
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Fear vs Love 

• How is it possible to be motivated by the fear of the Lord and also the love of 

Christ – are they not opposite ends of the scale?  

• In the Bible - Fear and Love are not opposites.  

• Fear is not terror, but reverence and respect. 

• And Love is not romantic, but sacrificial and costly. 

• Fear and Love are wonderful partners as they provide a true motivation to 

speaking about Jesus - because they help us to both value or respect what Christ 

has done, while impressing upon us the gravity and selflessness of the sacrificial 

love shown in Christ. 

 

So two reasons that motivate Paul in speaking about Jesus – Fear of the Lord and the 

Love of Christ. 

 

Maybe you are here tonight because you want to find out what this Christian stuff is all 

about. You don’t know who Jesus is, but your doing the smart thing by checking him out. 

You don’t know what is involved with Church, but you have walked in the door which in 

itself may have been a big step. You don’t know what is involved in being Christian. Well 

I am glad you have come. 

 

Friends this group of people should be motivated by both a reverence and respect for 

what Jesus has done and an understanding of how sacrificial and costly it was for Jesus 

to make us right with God. 

 

PAUSE 

 

Living ‘in Christ’ 

 

Now that being true for Paul, in verse 16 and following, Paul outlines three perspectives 

that will help any Christian in speaking about Jesus. 

 

Perspective number 1: A New Outlook 

 

• Verse 16 ‘So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. 

Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.’ 

• If you look through the lens of the world, then you will not see Jesus as Saviour. 

• This of course exactly what Paul did before he came face to face with Jesus on 

the Damascus road. 

• Paul’s point is that in becoming a Christian, he gained a new outlook and now 

looks at people differently to the way the world suggests. 

 

• Should this not impact the way we both view Christ and view our world? 

• In the least it should challenge us to question the way we make decisions. 

• Every choice we make puts on display what we value. They are our personal 

judgements, which say that we give priority to one thing over another. 
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• An example in the context of this passage, would be that person that just seems 

to far out of the reach of God.  

o Why speak to the outright atheist, or the non-committal agnostic, or the 

cultural catholic or the middle-eastern Muslim?  

o We speak, because we should regard no one from a worldly point of view 

– and those labels are worldly labels and do not see those people as ones 

who Jesus came to die for just like us. 

 

Perspective Number 2: A New Creation 

 

• Verse 17 ‘If anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation; the old is gone and the 

new has come!’ 

• The ‘in Christ’ language here is a way of highlighting that a person is a Christian – 

they are someone who has accepted what Jesus has done for them. 

• And so what Paul describes here is effectively every Christian. 

• That is, they have been renewed, recreated. 

• Time and time again in the gospels, we see Jesus interact with folk with broken 

needs – they have disabilities, they are sick, they are demon possessed, they are 

dying or have died – and on each occasion in Jesus, they are saved. Their broken, 

sick, or fallen bodies are healed and restored and they go away praising the 

name of Jesus. 

• They are a new creation – both outwardly and inwardly. 

 

 

• Friends, I have been a Christian now for over twenty years – and I know that 

when you look at me, and you see this body – that the first thing that jumps to 

your mind is ‘what a stunning physique he has’.  

• But friends, as hard as it may be for you to imagine, when I stand in front of the 

mirror – I don’t see a new creation that is the new embodiment of man – 

physically at least. 

•  The new creation that is spoken of here, is what comes when a person is 

reconciled with God. 

• That is a technical what of saying that a person is made right with God. 

 

• When you go to the beginning of the Bible and you see the ways God created the 

world, it was all good – even Adam and Eve could see the beauty and provision 

that was all part of creation. 

• But what ruined that beautiful and generous creation? – it was sin. 

• And what Paul describes in 2 Corinthians 5 is what God did to recreate – you can 

see it in verse 18 ‘God reconciled us to himself through Christ’…and verse 19, ‘he 

reconciled the world to himself in Christ’ – how? – ‘by not counting people’s sins 

against them’. 

• The new creation that Paul is talking about is what it looks like to live without sin 

preventing the open relationship with God – and it is possible because of Christ. 
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• So how does that understanding help you speak about Jesus?  

• Well it tells you what to say about Jesus. As a new creation, your ministry is the 

ministry of reconciliation – it should be all about helping others to see how they 

can be reconciled to God – and to do that you must speak about Jesus.  

• And you have great news to share – when you accept Christ, your sin is not held 

against you. That when they accept Christ, their sin, will not be held against 

them. 

 

Perspective Number 3: A New Appeal 

 

• In Verse 20 – Paul says that if you are in Christ, then recognise that you now are 

his ambassador. In fact God, now makes his appeal to the world, through you. 

• An Ambassador, politically speaking, is someone who is based in a foreign land 

to speak for the interests of their homeland. 

• So the Australian Ambassador to the US – speaks in the US on matters 

concerning Australian interests. The Australian Ambassador to the UK – speaks in 

the UK on matters concerning Australian interests. And so on. 

• If you are in Christ, God has placed you in this world to speak on matters 

concerning him. 

• You can only imagine what would happen if the Ambassador to the US or the UK 

refused to speak on behalf of Australia? If they can’t do the job, if they won’t do 

the job, then they can hardly be called an ‘Ambassador’ and the Prime Minister 

would be well within his rights to pull their commission. 

• If you are in Christ, God has placed you in this world to speak on matters 

concerning him. 

 

• And friends – what is his key concern? 

• Verse 20 ‘We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.’ 

 

• God who reconciled the world to himself through his Son, now actually appeals 

to the world, through his ambassadors, to be reconciled to him. 

• Friends, if you are Christian, you have a job to do. You have the regal, God 

appointed post to speak of his son to the world who needs his death and 

resurrection. 

 

• So what is your ambassadorial message: Verse 21: 

 

God gave Jesus, who had no sin - to be sin for us - so that in him we might be 

made right with God! (v21) 
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Let’s pray 

 

Lord and Father, 

You gave Jesus – a very divine gift – to a very human world. 

You gave the one who you had no issue with to those you had every issue with. And you 

did that so that we might be made right with you. 

This Christmas, help us as your ambassadors to boldly, carefully, lovingly proclaim Jesus 

to a world that needs to be made right with you. 

In Jesus name. Amen. 

 


