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Central Truth 

Don’t show favouritism - model Christ. 

Purpose 

In this sermon, I want the listener to walk in the footsteps of Jesus and put others before 

themselves. 

Outline 

2:1-4 Christians - don’t show Favouritism 

 

2:5-8 Why Christians shouldn’t show Favouritism 

 2:5 Theological Reason – God chooses 

   Is this not just reverse favouritism? 

 2:6-7 Practical Reasons – World Rich don’t deserve it. 

   They exploit (6b) 

   They sue (6c) 

   They slander (7) 

 2:8-11 Relational Reason – the ‘royal law’ (the King’s law) 

   Love your neighbour as yourself (8) 

2:9-11 What happens if Christians do show Favouritism 

   Lawbreakers (9-11) 

2:12-13   Mercy Triumphs over Judgment 

   

Reading 

James 2:1-13 
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CHECK TIME 

Talk 

Prayer 

Religion 

• There is a common impression that ‘Religion’ is all about being a good person and 

keeping laws. 

• And you know, if you look at most world religions – Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, 

Judaism, Buddhism (to pick just the five most populous) – then in each you will find 

some set of rules or laws. 

• Much like in business, society, education, traffic, or even family – ‘religions’ suggest a 

series of written and unwritten laws which in differing ways are important for a 

‘follower’ to live by. 

• In fact, every worldview – atheism, individualism, materialism, socialism – each have 

unwritten laws which in differing ways impact and help determine what values a 

person will choose to live by. 

• Laws do a good job of managing or controlling our behaviours 

 – drive too fast, and there is a law that will pull you in line.  

- achieve a certain pass mark and you are professionally allowed to practise in 

your particular discipline 

- claim back in tax only to the amount that the law says is permissible 

• The purpose of law, is to bring equity to behaviour between people or parties when 

there is a risk that one party could hurt the other (or indeed has). 

 

• But where the law is limited, is when it comes to relationships. 

o But where the law is limited, is when it comes to relationships. 

• The law may recognise particular relationships 

 – like between a married couple, 

-  like in custody over a child,  

- or an employment contact between a firm and an employee 

 – but what it doesn’t do, is determine how two people or parties will actually relate. 

- whether they are to be loving, or selfless, or kind, or generous. 

- the law cannot determine what one person must think of another 

- it cannot determine a person’s morality (yes, it could hold them 

accountable for their behaviours driven by their morality) but it cannot determine a 

person’s morality. 

- the law cannot legislate opinion. 

 

PAUSE 
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2:1-4 Christians - don’t show Favouritism 

• Today we are looking at James chapter 2 – and a section of a letter that calls 

Christians to pay attention to the law – not because they should be religious, but 

because they should be relational. 

• Let me show you. 

• Chapter 2, verse 1 – starts with what sounds like a law. 

• ‘as believers in our glorious Jesus Christ, don’t show favouritism’ 

•  Favouritism is what you do when you give special honour to one person over 

another simply because of some self-driven prejudice. 

• Reading on gives us an example. 

• A person walks into our meeting dressed very well (that is not an issue),  

next in walks another, but this person is shabby (that in itself should also not 

be an issue). 

o The issue is in how they are greeted. 

• If you are the greeter, and you give special honour to the well-dressed one at the 

expense of the shabbily dressed one, then you have shown partiality. You have 

discriminated on the grounds of appearance. 

• What James wants to get across here, for the Christian, is that we must not 

discriminate on the grounds of appearance.  

• There is no place to think one is better than the other.  

• All are equal and should be treated with equal respect. 

 

• This is not talking about those who might have some inherent dignity due to age or 

status or circumstance. 

• If an elderly person walks in and you offered them a particular seat asking 

another to give their seat then you are not showing partiality – everyone 

should see the reason. 

• If the governor was visiting, his office earns him a particular dignity which as 

subjects of the Queen, we are supposed to honour – and so we would do 

something to acknowledge him in a way that we wouldn’t when anyone else 

walked in the room. 

• A family enters with young children and you direct them to sit in a particular 

place or suggest the parents room. 

• Our greetings should aim to acknowledge or care for the person in ways that 

would be appropriate to their age or status or circumstance. 

 

• James is concerned that we avoid showing discrimination – favouritism – partiality 

based upon our own inward looking judgement. 

• Because if you do, then in fact you expose yourself and your own prejudices – it 

would become obvious that you are judging between what you value and don’t – 

between who you value and who you don’t. 
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• James goes as far as saying that you are just giving in to your own evil thoughts – you 

are self-determining – this person is better than me - and that person is not! 

2:5-8 Why Christians shouldn’t show Favouritism 

• Why does James say that Christians shouldn’t discriminate? 

• The world we live seems opposed to the whole idea of discrimination, but that 

doesn’t seem to stop it happening. Why shouldn’t Christians? 

• Three reasons – there is a theological reason, a practical reason and relational 

reason! 

 2:5 Theological Reason – God chooses 

• The theological reason appears in verse 5. 

• ‘God has chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and 

to those who love him, they inherit the kingdom he promised’ 

• What James is saying here is that what is of value in the world is not what God 

values – and so the Christian should not value more highly what the world may 

think is better. 

 

• You could say – isn’t this just reverse discrimination? 

 

• The point, that that we are not God. We are not in a position to judge and to 

choose. That is the privilege of God alone. 

• Yet in his position he has chosen to protect and honour those who are weakest.  

• If you think back to what God did for the nation of Israel, we see that God chose 

out of all the nations to save his people and to take them into the promised land. 

God chose to acknowledge their cause and to defend the fatherless and the widow 

and to love the alien (among them) and to give food and clothing.  

• God chose them when they were most vulnerable under the hand of the mighty 

nation Egypt (Deut 10:17-27). 

• They were the ones in the first instance who inherited the kingdom of God. 

• The reason why it is not favouritism, is because what God did, was not for his own 

benefit - it was for the sake of those who could not defend themselves.  

Application  

• We shouldn’t show favouritism toward another, because anything we do does not 

make us better in the eyes of the Lord.  

• Each one of us is dependent on God’s salvation – and we have no right to think 

ourselves better than the next person. 

• Not on the basis of race, religion, bank balance, skin colour, language, intellect, 

grooming or appearance. 
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• When you walk into church, when you walk into supper – every face before you, 

whether well known to you or not, is a face that is equally dependant on God’s 

salvation. It is not our place to judge ourselves better than another. 

2:6-7 Practical Reasons – World Rich don’t deserve it. 

• The practical reason comes next in verses 6 and 7. 

• James says don’t honour the rich over the poor – because they don’t deserve it! 

• Isn’t it the rich that are exploiting you? (don’t given them credit for exploiting 

you!) 

• Isn’t it the rich who are taking you to court (they are the ones who can afford 

to sue you!) 

• Isn’t it the rich who are slandering who it is that you believe (they think they 

are so good!) 

• James, in his matter of fact way – tries to point out that it is those with financial 

means who are often the ones who are doing the most damage. 

 

• You could say – not everyone who is rich can be accused of these things! 

 

• You would be right. There are plenty of times in the Bible where those who are rich 

use their wealth for good things  

– Levi the tax collector was called to be a disciple of Jesus (Luke 5:27),  

- Joseph of Arimathea gave his tomb for Jesus (Mt 27:57),  

- Barnabas sold a field and gave the money to care for the needy (Acts 4:36). 

• Christians today – and here in this family - give generously and selflessly. I don’t 

know of any exploiting another, anyone taking another else to court, or anyone 

slandering someone over financial matters in our church family! 

 

• What is being expressed here is a general principle not an absolute truth. 

• It is not only the rich who prey on the poor – but the general principle is that it is 

those who are well off who make it difficult for those who are not so well off to 

succeed. 

• So, don’t given them honour simply because they have money. 

Application 

• Money talks doesn’t it. 

• In the world that we live in, money has been given far too great a say on the way 

we as a nation make decisions 

 – it often drives the way we vote,  

- the way we decide on immigration,  

- the way that we support social services,  

- the way that we think about domestic and foreign aid. 
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- and just about everything else. 

• The amount of money that we hold as a nation and the quality of life we maintain is 

a key determining factor behind whether we are classed a first-world country as 

opposed to a third-world country. 

• And even in our churches, money talks – and often when it does we become more 

concerned with worldly measures rather than kingdom values. 

• James says don’t discriminate against the poor – they already have it tough. 

2:8-11 Relational Reasons – the ‘royal law’ (the King’s law) 

• Last, Christians shouldn’t discriminate because of relational reasons 

• Verse 8 - If you really keep the ‘royal law’ found in scripture ‘Love your neighbour as 

yourself you are doing right. 

• What is the ‘royal law’? 

 

• Why can we call the Show the ‘Royal Adelaide Show’ or the Hospital the ‘Royal 

Adelaide Hospital’? 

• It is because those two organisations have been granted by the Queen (or her 

predecessors) what is called the ‘Royal Charter’.  

• They operate in honour of the Queen. They bear her name and at some stage in 

their history, the queen or king (or her representative) as opened or commissioned 

the organisation. 

 

• So what James does here is suggest that Christians shouldn’t discriminate because 

they hold what he calls the ‘royal law’ – in other words the kings law.  

• And that kings law is ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’ 

• Let me explain this. 

• In chapter 1 verse 25, we have already seen that the Christian is the one who looks 

intently at the ‘perfect law’ – that is the fulfilled law – I suggested last week that 

that is what the people of God have in Jesus. 

• If we go right back to the inception of the law – the 10 commandments – we see 

what the law was intended to do. 

• (Keep a finger in James 2) and turn with me to Exodus 20 or Deut 5 (they are pretty 

similar, you choose) (page 177).  

WAIT 

• God gives his special people Israel the 10 commandments. 

• The first four are all about how Israel were to live before God – have no other gods 

but me – don’t make idols or images – don’t misuse my name – keep the Sabbath 

so that you rest in me. 

• They are all about living well with God who has saved them. 
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• And then the next six commands are all about how Israel were to live with one 

another – Honour your folks – don’t murder – don’t commit adultery – don’t steal – 

don’t lie – don’t covet. 

• They are all about living well with one another. 

 

• Laws do a good job of managing or controlling behaviours – but what they don’t do 

is determine how two people will actually relate. 

 

• Fast forward to Jesus in the New Testament – turn this time to Matthew 22:35 

(page 980). 

• A lawyer comes to Jesus and tests him with the law. ‘Teacher what is the greatest 

commandment in the law?’ 

• And look at Jesus answer in verse 37 [READ Matt 25:37-40] 

 

• Can you see what Jesus has done – he summaries the first four commandments 

about living for God and says – love him with your whole being. 

• Then he summaries the next six commands about living with others and says – love 

you neighbour as yourself. 

• More importantly – he takes the law designed to manage behaviours and makes it 

relational. 

 

PAUSE 

 

• So when James takes this statement from Jesus, he firstly assumes that anyone 

who is Christian already knows that they are to love the Lord with everything – and 

makes the next part relational by saying – now live by loving others before yourself. 

 

• Christians shouldn’t show favouritism because our King as told us to relate to 

others by putting them before ourselves. 

 

• Each morning when you stand before your mirror and look at yourself, you make 

changes to ensure that you look best before others – brush your hair, clean your 

teeth, wear your tie well, put on the right colour lipstick. 

• You do that because you care about the way that you look. 

• James says, apply that same principle before others – and care for them to the 

same level that you care for yourself. 

• And if you do, friends, you will find it very difficult to show undue favouritism 

because you will always be putting others before yourself. 

PAUSE 

2:9-11 What happens if Christians do show Favouritism 
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• What happens if you do show favouritism? 

• James says, verse 9, it will be like you are simply going through the motions and 

trying to abide by the old law as if that is what matters. 

 

• It is that law that will measure you. 

• You live under its limitations – and if you don’t keep the whole law then you are a 

‘lawbreaker’. 

• The implication being that no one can keep the whole law. 

• That is how the 10 commandments worked.  

• They were like a mirror, that Israel could hold up to themselves and check how they 

were going - the commandments helped them to manage or control behaviours 

before God and others.  

• But if they broke just one commandment, it would be like breaking one corner of 

the mirror, and the whole law would be broken. 

• Israel were totally dependent on what God had done to save them. 

• That is the old covenant. That was then, before Jesus. 

2:12-13   Mercy Triumphs over Judgment 

• But with Jesus, something is very different. 

• When Jesus came, he lived according to the law perfectly. 

• In other words, he lived as Israel could not. 

 

• Yet he died as if he was a lawbreaker. 

• On the cross, he took the punishment that was for the lawbreaker. 

• And in doing so, he gave freedom to all those who otherwise would have sat under a 

law which they could not never full abide by. 

• James, knows that the benefit of being a believer in that ‘glorious Lord Jesus Christ’ 

(as he says in Verse 1) – is that he gives all the opportunity to live under his perfect 

royal law. 

• Where the old law brought judgement, this new law was given in mercy. 

 

• That is what it means to be Christian. 

• Mercy over judgement – is where Christianity is so different from Hinduism, Islam, 

Judaism and Buddhism. 

• Mercy over judgement – is where Christianity is so different from atheism, 

individualism, materialism, socialism. 

• To live according to what Jesus has done for you – to live under his royal perfect 

relational law. 

• A law that doesn’t control or manage behaviour – but one that helps us to love and 

honour others, and in a way that follows in the footsteps of Jesus who as King, put 

our salvation before his own. 
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PAUSE 

• And so James says – go and do likewise. 

• Verse 12 – speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the royal law that 

gives freedom – and be merciful towards others. 

• Our values, priorities, activities should be governed by the that which is displayed in 

Jesus – his conduct, his work. 

• The way that we should regard others – should be like Jesus regarded them - worthy 

of his salvation - and no better than himself. 

 Closing Prayer 

 

 

 


