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Introduction 

 

The purpose of this unit is to: 

� Understand deeper the nature of the 

Kingdom of God and the King of God’s 

Kingdom. 

�  We’ll specifically look at 2 Samuel 7:1-17. 

This passage is foundational to the Davidic 

Covenant. 

 

 

The Bible Passage 

 

Read 2 Samuel 7:1-29.  

 

• What is the aim here? 

 

 

• What do will initially see in our passage? 

 

 

 

 

Original Context  

 

• When looking at the Original Context, what are the two contexts we need to 

understand? 

 

 

 

  

Literary Context 

 

• What is the aim here? 

 

 

 

• Our questions: 

1. What is the Style of Writing of 2 Samuel 7? 

 

 

 



 

Promise to Fulfillment:  
Unit 7 – The King of God’s Kingdom   

Ken D Noakes 2 of 14 31/7/2016 

Basis of this seminar’s material is taken from Promise to Fulfillment MTC Correspondence Course (Sydney: MTC, 
2007), Ch 7. 
 

2a. What is the immediate setting? (what we find right before us in the 

passage) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2b. What is the broader setting? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Are there words that require a theological understanding? 

 

 

 

 

Historical Context 

 

• What is the aim here? 

 

 

 

• Our questions: 

1. In what situation, or for what situation, was the passage originally 

written? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What was the meaning and purpose (of the passage) in the original setting? 

 

• 2 Samuel 7:1-17 is a key passage in establishing the Davidic Covenant. There 

are confirmations of the previous covenants to Abraham and Moses but there 

are new elements added here – namely the establishment of a kingdom, the 

offspring who will be King, and the everlasting nature of his kingdom. 
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• Next step is to look at the Biblical Context and then Application.  

 

Biblical Context  

 

• What is the aim here? 

 

 

 

• What are the four Salvation History movements that we need to bear in mind 

when looking at the Biblical Context? 

 

 

 

B                     E                         F                          C                                  

 

 

 

1. Any other passages in scripture that will help us understand our passage (2 

Samuel 7:1-17). 

  

 

    

 

 

Exercise: 

Looking again at 2 Samuel 7:1-17 

  

a. What or when is the time of rest spoken of in verses 10-11? 

 

 

 

 

b. Who is the true ‘Offspring’ of David who will fulfill these promises? (v12) 

 

 

 

 

 

c. How will God establish ‘the throne of his kingdom forever’? (v13)? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Promise to Fulfillment:  
Unit 7 – The King of God’s Kingdom   

Ken D Noakes 4 of 14 31/7/2016 

Basis of this seminar’s material is taken from Promise to Fulfillment MTC Correspondence Course (Sydney: MTC, 
2007), Ch 7. 
 

Historical Beginnings  

 

• Is there anything in 2 Samuel 7:1-17 that point us back to the historical 

beginnings of Israel’s’ history? 

 

• In many ways, with David (at this point) we reach the highest point in Old 

Testament history. 

• The promises to Abraham are largely met – Israel are in the land, they are 

numerous, they are famous, they are living a blessed existence and are a 

blessing to others – 2 Sam 7 appears to reaffirm those Genesis 12, 15, 17 

promises. 

• The redemption promises to Moses are largely met – Israel have been 

delivered and are now enjoying a time of peace with the promise of more to 

come.  

• They have a King who lives under the rule of God and encourages obedience 

to God by his people (although this will come to an abrupt end soon!) 

 

 

The Prophets looking forward (Expectation)  

 

• As we look forward, there are several passages that come to mind. 

 

 

Exercise: 

 

Read Psalm 2. How does this passage help us understand 2 Samuel better?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read Psalm 89:1-4, 19-37. How does this passage help us understand 2 

Samuel 7 better? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued…. 



 

Promise to Fulfillment:  
Unit 7 – The King of God’s Kingdom   

Ken D Noakes 5 of 14 31/7/2016 

Basis of this seminar’s material is taken from Promise to Fulfillment MTC Correspondence Course (Sydney: MTC, 
2007), Ch 7. 
 

 

• God’s purposes for his people are dependent on God’s king who will come 

from David – and he will establish God’s forever kingdom even if Israel or her 

kings fail. 

• The Old Testament closes with the hope that this King will come as promised. 

Will God dwell with his people? What will the Kingdom look like? 

 

The Promises being fulfilled (Fulfillment)  

 

• Now into the New Testament.  

 

• What is our intention here? 

 

 

 

 

Exercise (continued): 

 

Read Psalm 110. How does this passage help us understand 2 Samuel better?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read Isaiah 11. How does this passage help us understand 2 Samuel 7 better? 

(Remember that Jesse is David’s father – 1 Sam 16:1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read Jeremiah 23:5-8. How does this passage help us understand 2 Samuel 7 

better? 
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• The repeated themes that have come to the surface as we have been looking 

at what the prophets have said include: The Kingdom of God, the King, and the 

building of a house for God. Each of those themes find fulfillment in the New 

Testament. 

 

• Let’s consider three passages and start with a gospel (always a good place to 

start when looking for how the Old Testament is fulfilled): 

 

Mark 1:1-15 

1 The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, 

2 as it is written in Isaiah the prophet: 

“I will send my messenger ahead of you, 

    who will prepare your way” 
3 “a voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 

    make straight paths for him.’” 

4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and 

all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were 

baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s 

hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 
7 And this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, 

the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I 

baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John 

in the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw 

heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And 

a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am 

well pleased.” 

12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 13 and he was in the 

wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild 

animals, and angels attended him. 

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good 

news of God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has 

come near. Repent and believe the good news!” 

• What, in this first passage, informs our understanding of 2 Sam 7? 
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• If you were to continue on in Mark’s gospel you would see: 

�  ‘the Lord’ and ‘Messiah’ language repeated (Mark 8:29; 9:41; 12:35 

(linking to David); 13:21; 14:61; 15:32),  

� the kingly role demonstrated by Jesus in a new way as a man who heals 

and cares for his people (1:27, 32-34, 6:34, 7:31-37) yet most 

dramatically as Jesus is mockingly called the ‘King of the Jews’ at this 

trial and crucifixion (six times - 15:2-32) before being declared ‘the 

Son of God’ (15:39). 

�  ‘Kingdom’ language repeated (18 times – 1:15; 3:34; 4:11, 26, 30; 6:23; 

9:1, 47; 10:14-15, 23-25; 11:10; 12:34; 13:8; 14:25; 15:43 – note that 

14 references use the larger ‘Kingdom of God’ phrase).  

� and the ‘Son’ language plays a prominent role – ‘my son’ in the 

transfiguration (9:7), the ‘Son of Man’ by Jesus (2:10, 28; 8:31, 38; 

9:9, 12, 31; 10:33, 45; 13:26; 14:21, 41, 62 - including the three death 

predictions), and the ‘Son of God’ by others (3:11; 5:7; 15:39). 

 

• Jesus is the Lord, Messiah, King and Son who brings together the biblical 

themes and in death provides a ‘ransom for many’ as the servant of God 

(10:45). Redemption and forgiveness of sins, are found in him. 

 

Acts 2:29-36 (Apostle Peter to the Jews at Pentecost). 

29 “Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died 

and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and 

knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his 

descendants on his throne. 31 Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the 

resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the 

dead, nor did his body see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we 

are all witnesses of it. 33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received 

from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now 

see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, 

“‘The Lord said to my Lord: 

    “Sit at my right hand 
35 until I make your enemies 

    a footstool for your feet.”’ 

36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom 

you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” 

• What, in this passage, informs our understanding of 2 Sam 7? 
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• As we read on in the New Testament we see the ways that the apostles 

applied this new understanding about Jesus as the reigning King to the life of 

believers. 

 

• But, what of the ‘house’? David’s offspring will be ‘the one who will build a 

house for my name’ (2 Sam 7:13). Solomon built the temple, it was later 

destroyed (then rebuilt before being destroyed again) – hardly everlasting! 

 

Ephesians 2:13-22 (Paul addressing Gentile believers) 

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought 

near by the blood of Christ. 

14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has 

destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in his 

flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create 

in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in 

one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he 

put to death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who were 

far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both 

have access to the Father by one Spirit. 

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow 

citizens with God’s people and also members of his household, 20 built on 

the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 

chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to 

become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built 

together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

• Notice that there is now no dividing line in Jesus between those two groups 

(Jew and Gentile) – they are one body through the cross. 

 

• What, in this passage, informs our understanding of 2 Sam 7? 

 

 

 

 

 

• Because of Jesus, it is the people of God who are now seen as the house of 

God. 

• Jesus builds that house as he gathers people from all nations – in peace 

(remember the promise of rest from enemies in 2 Sam 7:11). 
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The New Creation (Consummation)  

 

• What is our intention here? 

 

 

 

• The book of Revelation is often a good source – and so you could go to 

Revelation 22:1-5 to see the lamb, the son, sitting on the eternal throne. But 

there are other passages as well. We are looking for the Son King who will 

reign over his kingdom and Philippians 2 is a help here. 

 

Philippians 2:5-11 

5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ 

Jesus: 

6 Who, being in very nature God, 

    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own 

advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing 

    by taking the very nature of a servant, 

    being made in human likeness. 

Exercise: 

Look up 1 Corinthians 3:16-17, 1 Peter 2:4-5 and Hebrews 3:5-6. 

• What do each say about God’s people as God’s house? 

 

1 Corinthians 3:16-17 

 

 

 

 

1 Peter 2:4-5 

 

 

 

 

Hebrews 3:5-6 
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8 And being found in appearance as a man, 

    he humbled himself 

    by becoming obedient to death— 

        even death on a cross! 

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

    and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. 

• What, in this passage, informs our understanding of 2 Sam 7? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What is the Meaning and Purpose of our Passage (2 Samuel 7:1-17)? 

 

• With our Biblical Context now examined we are back in a position to work out 

the Meaning and Purpose of our passage for every age. 

 

• In relation to 2 Samuel 7, we have learned: 

� the promises to Abraham will be fulfilled through a Davidic King 

� the peace that was experienced and the blessing before the other 

nations was not only in response to the promises that have long before 

been made to Abraham and Moses, but were fundamental to Israel’s 

ongoing life as the people of God. 

� the appointment of David as God’s King and the existence of God’s 

temple indicated that God was willing to dwell with his people.  

� God’s faithfulness to David in line with his consistent faithfulness to 

David’s forefathers teaches us that God will keep his promises. 

� in 2 Samuel 7 we have yet another pivotal point in salvation history as it 

shows how the King of God’s kingdom will establish the everlasting 

kingdom of God. David has sought to do that in building a temple, but 

God had even more in mind and he looked much further forward to 

what he would do through his kingly son. 

� David was a prototype, a model. He would fail, as would the kings who 

would succeed him, all except one – the true king of God’s kingdom. 

 

• With 2 Samuel 7, God prepares the world for the coming of Jesus Christ as: 

� the offspring of David, and yet David’s Lord 

� both the son of God and the son of man 

� the expected everlasting king 
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• And with the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ we see: 

� that he was exalted to the right hand of God 

� that he calls people to faith 

� that he will build his house (his church), until the time when he returns 

when all his people will live in his presence in the new creation. 

� and that he will reign forever over all nations in that new creation. 

 

Application 

 

• So then, how should we apply 2 Samuel 7? 

 

• What two aspects should we consider when it comes to application? 

 

 

1. The Application Then – what was asked of this original hearer. 

 

• Notice the initial challenge. David assumed that God wanted a house. Nathan 

corrected him and in the process gave some truths that had far reaching 

implications. For David, seek to understand the will of God. 

• Further, in 2 Samuel we read about the faithfulness of God to David and his 

forefathers – God was good for his word in the past and now by his word he 

was making future promises and David is asked to trust him. 

• And, in 2 Samuel 7 we see the rule of God on display. David was king and a 

king whose reign at this point was marked by peace – and so in the eyes of 

Israel successful. Yet, David was a king who was under the authority of God. 

The implication for both David and Israel is they should not seek human 

solutions but continue looking to God. 

• Finally, David’s response is one of thanks and praise. 

Exercise: 

• What was asked of David (or Israel) in 2 Samuel 7? Look particularly at 

David’s response in verses 18-29. 
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2. The Application Today – what is asked of us as the reader. 

 

• 2 Samuel 7 provides themes that continue right though to today 

 

• Growing in our knowledge of God and understanding his will involves us 

looking both back (at that which had occurred) and forward (in faith), which is 

the same as what has been asked of David. We have more to look back upon. 

• David was asked to trust him. The temple was built – his faith was expressed in 

obedience and action. In Jesus, an even better temple now stands, it is in his 

people who live in faith, obediently and actively.  

• Where the rule of God was on display in 2 Samuel 7, we today have seen that 

rule placed in the hands of the very King who was foreshadowed in David – in 

Jesus himself. We today live under his everlasting authority and look to Jesus 

for the final and sufficient answers. 

• Finally, if David’s response is thanks and praise, should that not be ours as 

well? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For next Week: Read PTC Unit 8.  
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Appendix 1 – 2 Samuel 7 (NIV 2011) 

7 After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies around 

him, 2 he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a house of cedar, while the ark of God 

remains in a tent.” 

3 Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the LORD is with you.” 

4 But that night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying: 

5 “Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD says: Are you the one to build me a house to 

dwell in? 6 I have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to this day. I 

have been moving from place to place with a tent as my dwelling. 7 Wherever I have moved with all the 

Israelites, did I ever say to any of their rulers whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, “Why 

have you not built me a house of cedar?”’ 

8 “Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took you from the pasture, 

from tending the flock, and appointed you ruler over my people Israel. 9 I have been with you wherever 

you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, 

like the names of the greatest men on earth. 10 And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will 

plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will 

not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning 11 and have done ever since the time I 

appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies. 

“‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you: 12 When your days are 

over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and 

blood, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will 

establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does 

wrong, I will punish him with a rod wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by human hands. 15 But my 

love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 
16 Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established 

forever.’” 

17 Nathan reported to David all the words of this entire revelation. 

18 Then King David went in and sat before the LORD, and he said: 

“Who am I, Sovereign LORD, and what is my family, that you have brought me this far? 19 And as if this 

were not enough in your sight, Sovereign LORD, you have also spoken about the future of the house of 

your servant—and this decree, Sovereign LORD, is for a mere human! 

20 “What more can David say to you? For you know your servant, Sovereign LORD. 21 For the sake of your 

word and according to your will, you have done this great thing and made it known to your servant. 

22 “How great you are, Sovereign LORD! There is no one like you, and there is no God but you, as we 

have heard with our own ears. 23 And who is like your people Israel—the one nation on earth that God 

went out to redeem as a people for himself, and to make a name for himself, and to perform great and 

awesome wonders by driving out nations and their gods from before your people, whom you 

redeemed from Egypt? 24 You have established your people Israel as your very own forever, and you, 

LORD, have become their God. 
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25 “And now, LORD God, keep forever the promise you have made concerning your servant and his 

house. Do as you promised, 26 so that your name will be great forever. Then people will say, ‘The LORD 

Almighty is God over Israel!’ And the house of your servant David will be established in your sight. 

27 “LORD Almighty, God of Israel, you have revealed this to your servant, saying, ‘I will build a house for 

you.’ So your servant has found courage to pray this prayer to you. 28 Sovereign LORD, you are God! 

Your covenant is trustworthy, and you have promised these good things to your servant. 29 Now be 

pleased to bless the house of your servant, that it may continue forever in your sight; for you, 

Sovereign LORD, have spoken, and with your blessing the house of your servant will be blessed forever.” 

 


