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Introduction 

 

The purpose of this unit is to: 

� To continue looking at the redemption by 

God of Israel and the implications for their 

life of faith as described in the book of 

Deuteronomy – but with particular 

interest in the Biblical Context with a view 

to working out good Applications. 

� We will keep in focus Deuteronomy 4:32-

40.  

 

So Far… 

 

• In unit 5 we looked at the Bible Passage in 

its Original Context (how the passage works 

in its own time) by considering the Literary and the Historical settings. 

 

 

Biblical Context  

 

• Now to understanding the passage in the context of the Whole Bible.  

• Bearing in mind the movement of Salvation History, we’ll trace verses and 

themes that appear in our passage (Deuteronomy 4:32-40) through the rest of 

the Old Testament and into the New Testament. 

 

Historical 

Beginnings 

The Prophets 

looking forward 

The Promises  

being fulfilled 

The  

New Creation 

 

Beginning   Expectation  Fulfillment  Consummation 

 

 

• What we want to bring to mind is: 

 

1. Any other passages in scripture that will help us understand our passage 

(Deuteronomy 4:32-40). 

• When consider possible passages you are looking for where the word 

‘redemption’ appears throughout scripture. Remember however that the idea 

or concept of ‘redemption’ can appear but be described using other words – 

redeem, redeemed, deliverance, purchase, ransom etc. (a good tip if using a 

concordance to help find key texts) 
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Historical Beginnings  

 

• By the time we get to Deuteronomy in the Bible there is established history. 

• We know of the promises to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. We know 

Israel has become numerous, but we also know of the burden they work 

under as slaves to the nation of Egypt. 

• The salvation promises given to Abraham do impact our reading of 

Deuteronomy – we should be looking to see what has happened to Israel – 

land, number, fame, blessing? 

 

The Prophets looking forward (Expectation)  

 

• As we look forward, there are several passages that come to mind. 

• God releases his helpless people from slavery and brings them out to a new 

place of his choice – we have seen his mighty and great acts in Exodus 6:6-8. 

• But, we have seen that Israel have not accounted for themselves very well and 

sin continues to plague them. 

• Exodus taught us about God’s redemption, but not a perfect redemption. 

• As we look forward, we see that pattern of sin continues, and the prophets 

raised to denounce that sin before appealing to Israel to return to the Lord 

who has redeemed them. The prophets task is to hold the people to account 

for their sin yet point them forward to the hope God has in store for them. 

• We can see this in passages like: 

 

Hosea 11 

 
“When Israel was a child, I loved him, 

    and out of Egypt I called my son. 
2 But the more they were called, 

    the more they went away from me. 

They sacrificed to the Baals 

    and they burned incense to images. 
3 It was I who taught Ephraim to walk, 

    taking them by the arms; 

but they did not realize 

    it was I who healed them. 

Question: 

Is there anything in Deuteronomy 4:32-40 that point us back to the historical 

beginnings of Israel’s’ history? 
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4 I led them with cords of human kindness, 

    with ties of love. 

To them I was like one who lifts 

    a little child to the cheek, 

    and I bent down to feed them. 
5 “Will they not return to Egypt 

    and will not Assyria rule over them 

    because they refuse to repent? 
6 A sword will flash in their cities; 

    it will devour their false prophets 

    and put an end to their plans. 
7 My people are determined to turn from me. 

    Even though they call me God Most High, 

    I will by no means exalt them. 
8 “How can I give you up, Ephraim? 

    How can I hand you over, Israel? 

How can I treat you like Admah? 

    How can I make you like Zeboyim? 

My heart is changed within me; 

    all my compassion is aroused. 
9 I will not carry out my fierce anger, 

    nor will I devastate Ephraim again. 

For I am God, and not a man— 

    the Holy One among you. 

    I will not come against their cities. 
10 They will follow the LORD; 

    he will roar like a lion. 

When he roars, 

    his children will come trembling from the west. 
11 They will come from Egypt, 

    trembling like sparrows, 

    from Assyria, fluttering like doves. 

I will settle them in their homes,” 

    declares the LORD. 
12 Ephraim has surrounded me with lies, 

    Israel with deceit. 

And Judah is unruly against God, 

    even against the faithful Holy One. 

Exercise: 

Read through Hosea 11.  

� What does it say about Israel’s unfaithfulness in the light of their 

redemption? What does it say about God’s judgment? 

 

 

� What does it say about God’s faithfulness and love?  
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• In Hosea’s prophecy we are hitting familiar territory, both on the part of Israel 

(unfaithful) and of God (faithful and loving). 

• We can see the pattern of the Exodus repeating and informing the ways the 

prophets are calling on Israel as they go forward. 

 

- There is a pattern of redemption – now reaffirmed with a promise of redemption. 

- Israel were delivered – and that deliverance will come again. 

- There was to be a new life in the Promised Land – and a new life is still before them. 

 

Isaiah 43:14-44:5 

 

• This passage also brings Israel’s unfaithfulness together with God’s 

faithfulness and love – in fact redemption is linked to a new exodus. 

• Let’s read through it and make some observations. 

This is what the LORD says— 

    your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: 

“For your sake I will send to Babylon 

    and bring down as fugitives all the Babylonians, 

    in the ships in which they took pride. 
15 I am the LORD, your Holy One, 

    Israel’s Creator, your King.” 

16 This is what the LORD says— 

    he who made a way through the sea, 

    a path through the mighty waters, 
17 who drew out the chariots and horses, 

    the army and reinforcements together, 

and they lay there, never to rise again, 

    extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: 
18 “Forget the former things; 

    do not dwell on the past. 
19 See, I am doing a new thing! 

    Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 

I am making a way in the wilderness 

    and streams in the wasteland. 
20 The wild animals honour me, 

    the jackals and the owls, 

because I provide water in the wilderness 

    and streams in the wasteland, 

to give drink to my people, my chosen, 
21     the people I formed for myself 

    that they may proclaim my praise. 

22 “Yet you have not called on me, Jacob, 

    you have not wearied yourselves for me, Israel. 
23 You have not brought me sheep for burnt offerings, 

    nor honoured me with your sacrifices. 

I have not burdened you with grain offerings 
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    nor wearied you with demands for incense. 
24 You have not bought any fragrant calamus for me, 

    or lavished on me the fat of your sacrifices. 

But you have burdened me with your sins 

    and wearied me with your offenses. 

25 “I, even I, am he who blots out 

    your transgressions, for my own sake, 

    and remembers your sins no more. 
26 Review the past for me, 

    let us argue the matter together; 

    state the case for your innocence. 
27 Your first father sinned; 

    those I sent to teach you rebelled against me. 
28 So I disgraced the dignitaries of your temple; 

    I consigned Jacob to destruction 

    and Israel to scorn. 

44 “But now listen, Jacob, my servant, 

    Israel, whom I have chosen. 
2 This is what the LORD says— 

    he who made you, who formed you in the womb, 

    and who will help you: 

Do not be afraid, Jacob, my servant, 

    Jeshurun, whom I have chosen. 
3 For I will pour water on the thirsty land, 

    and streams on the dry ground; 

I will pour out my Spirit on your offspring, 

    and my blessing on your descendants. 
4 They will spring up like grass in a meadow, 

    like poplar trees by flowing streams. 
5 Some will say, ‘I belong to the LORD’; 

    others will call themselves by the name of Jacob; 

still others will write on their hand, ‘The LORD’s,’ 

    and will take the name Israel. 

• There are plenty of other passages that could be considered, each showing the 

way that God has dealt with the problem of Israel’s sin by redeeming his 

people (c.f. Isaiah 52:13-52:12; 61:1-11). 

 

• Now return to our passage. 

• The prophets, fully aware of God’s great acts of redemption in Exodus, have 

pointed forward. They have their sights set on the exile and then return from 

exile. 

• It is with these prophecies that we can see that God’s final and perfect 

redemption was not the exodus from Egypt. Further that God has been and 

will be faithful to his promises. And that events in the past (under the hand of 

God) can be used to point people to the future. 

 

• But is the return from exile the final act of redemption? 
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The Promises being fulfilled (Fulfillment)  

 

• We keep looking forward now into the New Testament.  

• Our intention is to see how God is working to fulfill his redemptive work but 

now in Jesus. 

• There are many passages that you can go to here (c.f. Romans 3:22-26, 8:23-

25; 1 Corinthians 1:28-31; Ephesians 1:4-7; Colossians 1:9-14, 3:1-17) 

• We’ll look at two: 

 

Luke 4:16-21 

16 He [Jesus] went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on 

the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He 

stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to 

him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

    because he has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

    and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, 
19     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” 

20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat 

down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 
21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 

hearing.” 

 

Galatians 3:13-14 
 
13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, 

for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.” 14 He redeemed 

us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles 

through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the 

Spirit. 

 

Exercise: 

Compare Luke 4:16-21 with Isaiah 61:1-2. What does Luke say that furthers our 

understanding of the redemption that Isaiah spoke about? 
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• Here we see the law connected to the idea of redemption. We know that 

redemption was to do with what God did to save his people from slavery, 

what does the law have to do with it? 

•  The law for Israel was a means to know how to live in response to the 

redemption God had given them. It also showed up their sin. 

• Galatians shows us that Christ fulfilled that law so that it would no longer 

plague the redeemed one – not that the law was removed, but that the sin 

that gave purpose to the law was dealt with, so that the law would not be the 

curse to the believer – Jew or Gentile (as was the promise right back in 

Genesis 12:3). 

 

The New Creation (Consummation)  

 

• Then we look even further forward. What does redemption look like in the 

New Creation? 

• The book of Revelation will often be the go to as it is primarily concerned with 

the New Creation. 

 

Revelation 5:6-14 

6 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the centre of 

the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. The Lamb 

had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out 

into all the earth. 7 He went and took the scroll from the right hand of him 

who sat on the throne. 8 And when he had taken it, the four living creatures 

and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp 

and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of 

God’s people. 9 And they sang a new song, saying: 

“You are worthy to take the scroll 

    and to open its seals, 

because you were slain, 

    and with your blood you purchased for God 

    persons from every tribe and language and people and nation. 
10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, 

    and they will reign on the earth.” 

11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands 

upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the 

throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice they were 

saying: 

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 

    to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 

    and honour and glory and praise!” 

13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth 

and on the sea, and all that is in them, saying: 
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“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 

    be praise and honour and glory and power, 

for ever and ever!” 

14 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and 

worshiped. 

• Revelation 5 describes the heavenly church worshipping ‘the Lamb’ (Jesus – 

c.f. Isaiah 53:7, 1 Cor 5:7) – this is God’s redeemed people gathered to worship 

the Redeemer. 

 

• Notice: 

� Verse 6 – the lamb looking as if it was slain. 

� Verse 9 – that the blood of that lamb purchased (redeemed) for God 

persons from all tribes and languages and peoples and nations. 

 

• The two great themes of redemption and blessing to all nations come together 

in Christ. 

• God’s people perfectly redeemed and able to fulfil the purpose of redemption 

– to serve the lamb in the new creation (verse 10). 

 

2. What is the Meaning and Purpose of our Passage (Deuteronomy 4:32-40)? 

 

• The truths found in the passage sit in the context of Salvation History for a 

reason. They belong to God’s complete revelation and so it is wise to think 

about why God has done and said what he has. 

• Redemption finds its fulfillment in Jesus Christ and its completion in the New 

Creation. 

• This means we are in a position to work out the Meaning and Purpose of our 

passage for every age. 

 

• In relation to Deuteronomy 4:32-40, we have learned: 

 

� When God acted to redeem Israel from slavery, he did so will a much 

bigger plan in mind. 

� In his redemption, God establishes a pattern which addresses sin, is 

enacted in judgement, involves a substitute, and saves his people by his 

hand. 

� God’s act of redemption builds upon the promises he made to 

Abraham and provides the foundation for God’s people to live their 

lives in obedience listening to the voice of God. 

� God’s redemption of Israel however was only a shadow of the reality 

that would come in Jesus – where sin was addressed finally, judgment 

was enacted devastatingly, a substitute lamb was offered once and for 

all, and salvation was given for those perfectly redeemed. 
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Application 

 

• So then, how should we apply Moses’ words from Deuteronomy? 

 

• Two aspects to bear in mind: 

 

1. The Application Then – what was asked of this original hearer. 

 

2. The Application Today – what is asked of us as the reader. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For next week: Read PTC Unit 7.  

 

 

Questions: 

Looking again at Deuteronomy 4:32-30. 

 

� Does the passage ask anything of the original hearer? 

 

 

 

 

� Does the passage ask anything of us as the reader (in the light of its 

fulfillment now in Christ)? 

 

 


