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Introduction 

 

The purpose of this unit is to: 

� Demonstrate the importance of the Old Testament in understanding 

the unfolding revelation of God as fulfilled in Jesus, and  

� Provide a model for how to move from the Old Testament into the 

New Testament in a way that correctly understands and interprets 

the word of God. 

 

Jesus and the Old Testament 

 

What did Jesus teach us about the Old Testament? 

 
25 [Jesus] said to [two of the disciples], “How foolish you are, and how slow 

to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to 

suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses 

and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the 

Scriptures concerning himself. (Luke 24:25-27) 

 

• The gospel which the disciples received and later proclaimed, was given to 

them by Jesus as he taught them the Old Testament ‘Moses and all the 

Prophets’ (a probable reference to the books of the Old Testament that make 

up the Law (Moses) and the Major and Minor Prophets). 

• The ‘Scriptures’ explain who Jesus is and what he came to do. 

• On that Emmaus road we have the Living Word (Jesus) speaking of the 

Written Word (the OT Scriptures). 

 

What scriptures was Jesus referring too – given he is not mentioned by name in the 

Old Testament? 

 

• A wide variety of NT scripture – there are several times when Jesus quoted 

Old Testament scripture in a veiled reference to himself. 

For example: 

� The ‘I am’ statements in John’s gospel pick up OT themes – see ‘John 

6:35; 8:12; 9:5; 10:9, 11, 14; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1 – c.f. Ex 3:14. 

� The temptation of Jesus about the ‘Son of man’ – see Matt 4:4-; Luke 4:4-

11 (c.f. Deut 8:3; 6:6, 16) 

Discussion: 

 What would you lose if you removed the Old Testament from the Bible? 
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� His claim that John was ‘more than a prophet’ and was that because he 

pointed to the Lord (him) – see Matt 11:9-10 (c.f. Mal 3:1) 

 

• And then there are scriptures which are used to introduce Jesus. 

For example: 

� Isaiah 7:14 – quoted in Matt 1:23 

� Micah 5:2 – quoted in Matt 2:6 

� Isaiah 40:3 – quoted in Matt 3:3 

� Isaiah 9:1-2 – quoted in Matt 4:15-16 

 

• And then we see the Apostles, starting with Peter, preach the gospel in the 

book of Acts – and in doing so they took passages from the Old Testament to 

teach their hearers about Jesus (c.f. Acts 2:14-29; 3:12-16; 7:2-53; 8:26-35; 

15:7-21 et al.) 

 

Finding Jesus? 

 

Understanding the Old Testament is not just about trying to ‘find Jesus’. God has a 

plan, he wants it known, and he wants it to be known by his people and as such 

there are key biblical themes (such as ‘love’, ‘judgement’, ‘suffering’, ‘forgiveness’ 

etc.), there are messages (such as the ten commandments, the shema etc.), there 

are significant events (such as the Exodus, the establishment of the monarchy, the 

coming of the Lord into the temple etc.) – all of which serve both the people who 

were the original recipients of scripture as well as the generations who follow (right 

through to us). 

 

• The driving promises of God and the fulfillment of those promises are a 

helpful way to see how God has always been faithful to his word and his 

people. 

 

• And those promises drive the Bible reader forward as they move through the 

Bible looking for their fulfillment. 

 

• The promises and their fulfillment help us to understand how God brings 

about salvation and his new creation. God acted throughout history on behalf 

of rebellious humanity – and has acted despite the opposition of those he 

was saving. The climax of that salvation plan is when God took the only one 

who did not rebel and allowed him to take the place of those who did.  

  

• The promises and their fulfillment also tell us why God brought about that 

salvation and new life ultimately in Jesus. Story after story in the Old 

Testament we see the forgiveness of God driven by his love and mercy. 

� Joseph towards his brothers (after they had wronged him) – Gen 

50:15-21 

� God towards Israel at Mt Sinai (after they had rejected him by crafting 

a golden calf) – Ex 34:5-10 
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� God toward Israel in the period of the Judges (after they repeatedly 

turned to other gods) and God raised up another judge to deliver 

them – Judges 2:16-19 as the pattern, but repeated throughout the 

book. 

� God towards David in Psalms (despite David’s sin) – Ps 32:1-5; 28:2, 6 

et al. 

� God towards Solomon at the dedication of the temple (despite Israel’s 

history and pattern of rebellion) – 2 Chron 6:18-39 

� God toward Jeremiah in giving the new covenant (reversing the 

consequence of both exile and judgement) – Jer 31:27-34 

� God toward Micah and the people of Judah (where God promises 

mercy and forgiveness returning people from exile) – Micah 7:18-20  

 

The forgiveness of sins is a core promise that in Jesus Christ is now fulfilled – 

the greatest demonstrating of God’s love and mercy (Rom 5:8). 

 

• The promises and their fulfillment call the reader to respond. Where the 

original recipient was called to respond to faith and obedience, that story 

from long ago asks the reader today to respond also in faith and obedience. 

 

That might look different to the particular circumstances recorded in the Old 

Testament (for example, we don’t need to offer sacrifices for sin), but it will 

not be different to the principle that was in play (c.f. Heb 10:1-18). Readers 

today are called to respond to God as we know him in Jesus Christ by faith 

and with obedience. 

 

• Finally, the promises and their fulfillment are not done with yet! That is, not 

all the promises of God have been fulfilled – and as such the reader today (as 

Exercise: 

Read Hebrews 10:1-18 

� What was required of the Old Testament ‘worshipper’ to take away 

their sin?   

 

� What was the purpose of the Old Testament sacrifices? 

 

 

� For the reader of Hebrews, does the practice and purpose of the Old 

Testament sacrifices change with Jesus? In what way? 

 

 

� For us today – what changes about the practice and purpose of 

Hebrews 10:1-18? 
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it was for the original recipient) looks forward to when that fulfillment will 

come. The new creation, where that which is damaged by sin, will 

consummated (Rev 21:1-4). 

 

The response for today then – to trust God whose purposes and faithfulness 

have been clearly revealed. 

 

Understanding and Interpreting Scripture 

 

When we come to scripture, we come knowing that every passage: 

 

1. Contains a message that was relevant for those whom it was written too. 

And so – We need to understand the original purpose and meaning. 

 

2. Belongs to the big picture of God’s salvation plan and coming kingdom. 

And so – We need to understand the biblical purpose and meaning. 

 

3. Contains a message that is relevant to us today in the context of the whole 

Bible message. 

And so – We need to understand any passage in relation to the Bible 

as a whole. 

 

How do we do that? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This diagram is from Creation to New Creation  

(Sydney: Moore Distance, 2015), unit 10 and  

is used with permission.  

 

 

 

For next Week: Read through Appendix 1 and read Unit 3.  
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Appendix 1 – Unit 10 Creation to New Creation (Introduction to the Bible) 

 

Principles for Interpreting a Bible Passage 

 

• What principles should we use to interpret a passage?  

 

• Start with the Bible Passage itself.  

• Read and Re-read the passage. Reading over the passage a few times 

will help in becoming familiar with the passage and what it is saying. 

• To understand what the passage is saying, the context of the passage 

must be understood. Context is the bigger picture within which a 

particular passage fits – it could be the style of writing, the original situation, the 

place in which the text sits in the rest of the Bible. Each context is helpful to consider 

in interpreting scripture. 

• There are three important perspectives from which to consider any Bible Passage: 

a. What the author meant. 

b. What the recipient then was to hear. 

c. What the recipient today should hear. 

 

1. Original context - locating a passage in its original setting   

 

• To understand any passage it is helpful to consider the 

passage in its original setting (as far as that can be worked 

out), including both literary and historical factors. 

 

  Literary context  

• Literary context includes: 

a. What is the style of writing? 

b. Where does the passage fit in the structure of 

the book? 

c. Are there words that require a theological understanding? 

 

a. What is the style of writing?  

• The Bible has many different literary forms such as 

narrative (telling a story, relating history); a message or instruction from God (law, 

sermon, homily); prophecy (interpreting the present, foretelling the future); poetry 

and song (the psalms); letter (epistle) and so on. 

• Understanding the literary form will help discover the author’s intention.  

• For example, Moses originally taught the law as a series of commands from God. A 

prophet in interpreting that law for his own day could use several styles of writing: 

- give a straightforward message or sermon,  

- recount some historical event to remind the people of God’s goodness,  
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- tell a story to bring home a message,  

- use poetry for emphasis.  

- point to a future time when God will renew his people’s desire to keep 

the law.  

- use language that is figurative (such as Ezekiel 36:25-27 – ‘water’ and 

‘heart of stone/heart of flesh’). 

 

• There are many styles of literature in the Bible. While we cannot examine each one 

now, it is something to keep in mind as we seek to understand what the author 

means. 

b. Where does the passage fit in the structure of the book? 

• Further, the Bible passage will fit into an immediate setting and a broader setting. 

� The immediate setting is what comes immediately before or after a verse or 

a passage.    

 

 

� The broader setting is usually the whole book – the author’s development of 

the book and the part the passage plays in its development.  

 

   

 

For example: Genesis 22:5-8 - ‘God will provide the lamb for the burnt 

offering’ 

From the immediate setting (in this case all of chapter 22) we learn that 

God commands Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac (verses 1-2), but at 

the last moment provides a lamb in Isaac’s place (verses 9-14). As a 

result God promises to bless Abraham with a multitude of descendants 

(verses 15-19). 

 

From the broader setting of Genesis we know that Isaac is the child born 

to Abraham and Sarah in their old age (Genesis 17:15-21; 21:1-7). This is 

the fulfilment of God’s promise to give Abraham many descendants 

(Genesis 12:1-3). Abraham’s obedience and faith in chapter 22 lead to a 

renewal of God’s promise and so to Abraham having a deeper 

understanding of the truth that blessing will come from God alone in 

God’s way (verse 14), a truth that is foundational for the whole of 

salvation. 

 

c. Are there words that require a theological understanding? 

 

   

• To understand the author’s meaning, understand the ordinary 

words he uses. 
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Example 1: John 15:7 - ‘if you remain in me and my words remain in you, 

ask whatever you wish, and it will be given to you’.  

 

Who is the ‘you’ who can ask whatever they wish? It is those who 

‘remain’ or ‘abide’ in Christ, and the rest of chapter 15 describes their 

relationship with Jesus. 

 

• Some words or phrases have particular theological significance, which we need to 

understand. 

Example 2: Romans 5:1-5 is packed with words that need to be 

understood (for example: justified, grace, perseverance), in this case from 

a careful reading of chapters 1 to 4 (and perhaps also with the help of a 

Bible Dictionary or a Commentary – if available).  

 

Always study the way the word or phrase is used in the Bible passage itself 

in order to find what the author means in the passage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historical context 

 

• The Historical context looks at the original situation.  

• A helpful question here is: 

a. In what situation, or for what situation, was the 

passage originally written? 

     

• This is an important question to ask.  

• While the literary and historical contexts usually have some 

Reflection: 

Notice something…  

 

Skills such as finding what kind of speech the author is using (sermon, discussion, telling 

a story, metaphors, and so forth) and finding what the words being used actually mean, 

are the kinds of skills we use all the time. Interpretation is a basic human skill we use 

every day in conversations, listening to talks, or having discussions. 

 

Something else to notice: we are not asking ‘what would we like the passage to mean?’ 

nor are we saying ‘this is what I get out of this passage’, or ‘I think it should mean this’. 

The Bible is not just a trigger for our thoughts and impressions. In fact, each passage 

has the meaning that God intends it to have. Therefore what matters is what the 

author intended us to see: 

 

Good questions to ask are: 

� If God were sitting beside me, would he agree that I have understood what he 

was saying?  

� Am I listening to the text or imposing my own understanding on the text? 
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overlap, they each have particular emphases.  

 

 

• The historical context will lead us closer to determining the purpose for which the 

author wrote the passage and therefore towards the meaning and application of the 

passage. 

 

Some examples:  

Isaiah 1-39 was written to the people of Isaiah’s day to highlight their 

sinful ways. The prophet urges repentance, and warns them that God’s 

judgment on their rebelliousness would be foreign invasion and exile from 

the land. 

 

Isaiah 40-65 was written to proclaim that this judgment would also lead to 

God’s salvation – return from exile and a glorious future both for them 

and for all nations. It was a message of hope that was especially relevant 

to those who later went into exile. 

 

Ezekiel the prophet lived in the time of exile. His prophecies helped the 

people of his time to understand the reasons for God’s judgment. At the 

same time he was able to show how the exile had become part of God’s 

plan for his people. 

 

• Using the literary and historical contexts, especially in the Old Testament, will help 

us move away from incidental details to an emphasis on the main point(s).  

• When David defeated Goliath (1 Samuel 17), the main point is that God saved his 

people through the one he had chosen to be king. David’s trust in the Lord is his 

strength as the Lord gives victory to his chosen servant. An incidental point (and 

therefore less important) is the number of stones mentioned in the story.  

 

 Meaning and purpose in the original context  

      

• Having considered the passage in its literary and historical contexts, we turn to: 

� the meaning of the text and; 

� the purpose the author had in writing the words (which includes why 

he wrote it, the message he intended to convey, and the response 

he is seeking); 

� which enable us to understand what he intended for his original 

readers. 
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• As we consider 2 Chronicles 34:1-4, we will ask two further questions. 

 

  Firstly, what did the author intend his original readers to understand? 

     

• At first glance the author’s purpose in 2 Chronicles might seem to 

be to give an account of the history of the kingdom of Judah. Closer examination 

shows a more particular purpose both for the book and the passage.  

• We should note here the emphasis on a comparison to David (verses 2-3), a 

description of what Josiah did in relation to false worship (verses 3-4), and the 

commendation, ‘he did what was right in the eyes of the Lord’ (verse 2). From these 

we find that the author’s purpose is not to write a history. Rather, his purpose is to 

give his readers a way of understanding the significance of Josiah’s reign in relation 

to God’s purpose for his king. 

• It would be right to conclude that the author intends his readers to understand that 

Josiah’s reforms have God’s approval. 

Secondly, in what ways does this passage suggest there will be a future 

movement in God’s plan?  

 

• This question is particularly relevant to the Old Testament, although at times it will 

also apply to New Testament passages.  

• When understanding a passage, especially from the Old Testament, we must take 

account of the future movement of the Bible towards the coming of the Lord Jesus 

and ultimately the Kingdom of God. 

Research: 

2 Chronicles 34:1-4 is an account of the beginning of the reign of Josiah, one of the later kings 

of the southern kingdom of Judah.  

1. What is the style of writing? 

 

 

2. What is the immediate (literary) context (what comes right before and after – 

chapters 34-35)? 

 

 

3. What is the situational (historical) context? 

 

Tip: You may find the New Bible Dictionary article on ‘Josiah’ helpful. 

 

 



 

Promise to Fulfillment: Unit 2  – Jesus and the Old Testament   

Ken D Noakes 10 of 14 26/6/2016 

Basis of this seminar’s material is taken from Promise to Fulfillment  MTC  Correspondence Course (Sydney: MTC, 
2007), Ch 2 and Creation to New Creation MTC Correspondence Course (Sydney: MTC, 2015), Ch 10. 
 

• However, as we shall see in the next section, the New Testament also points us 

backwards to God’s foundation in the Old Testament. 

 

• With reference to 2 Chronicles 34:1-4, we can note what is said about Josiah’s 

grandfather Manasseh (in 33:2) and father Amon (33:22) and see that 34:2 shows 

the author continuing to contrast kings who do right and kings who do evil.  

• The reader is being guided to understand that God will need to act in the future to 

bring judgment and then to establish his true kingdom and his true king.  

• Yet there is no indication in these four verses that God will act in the future. For this 

we will need to move into the biblical context.  

 

• The literary and historical contexts have enabled us to interpret the passage 

according to its purpose at a particular stage of history.  

 

• As such we can provide an interpretation of what the author intended his original 

readers to understand in relation to their lives at that time.  

• Even though we have found that the passage also points us to God’s future, we must 

remember that the author intended the people of his day to respond appropriately 

(which we’ll consider when we look at application).  

 

• Finally, from a study of the passage in its original setting, one or more biblical 

themes will have emerged. In 2 Chronicles 34:1-4 we have a theme we could call ‘the 

king of God’s kingdom’. This theme (as we have seen throughout this course) begins 

in the Bible with David and comes to fulfilment in Jesus Christ, God’s true king. 

Identifying the theme(s) will help to give us direction as we come to look at the 

passage in its biblical context. 

 

 

2. Biblical context - locating the passage in its biblical setting  

    

 

   Biblical context 

• We will now seek to locate the passage within the Bible’s 

overall message.  

• This may include finding other passages that will help in 

interpretation. The original readers would have known 

some of these other passages, while others would be 

known only to us who live in the time after Christ’s resurrection. 

• In the New Testament, comparing Scripture with Scripture is of great importance. 

We now ask: 

a. What other passages will assist us in understanding this passage? 

b. Where does this passage fit within the Bible’s overall message? 
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• There is no particular order to these questions as at times it may be helpful to ask 

the second question first. These questions can be considered together in discussion. 

• Returning to 2 Chronicles 34:1-4 to put this element into practise. 

 

a. What other passages will assist us in understanding this passage? 

      

 

• This passage belongs to the time in Israel’s history between the 

kingship of David and the exile of God’s people in Babylon. Overall it was a time 

when the religious life of the nation was in decline, so that even reforms like Josiah’s 

did not prevent ultimate exile. 

• Within the biblical theme we called ‘the king of God’s kingdom’ other passages will 

assist us in understanding this passage. Two passages that help us see how the 

original readers would understand Josiah’s reign in a biblical context are 2 Samuel 

7:16 and Psalm 2:6-9.  

• God’s perfect king will be one of David’s descendants. Even though Josiah was a 

good king, he was not that king. Other passages such as Isaiah 11:1-9 or Zephaniah 

3:14-20 would have helped the original readers to trust God for the future.  

• Today, we know that Jesus Christ is the fulfilment of these promises. Other passages 

such as Ephesians 1:16-22 and Revelation 22:3 will make that point.  

 

• Thus we can interpret 2 Chronicles 34:1-4 in relation to the promises made to David 

and the way in which the kingship of David and the successes and failures of his 

descendants, such as Josiah, all foreshadow God bringing his perfect king into the 

world to be both saviour and king. 

 

b. Where does this passage fit within the Bible’s overall message? 

 

     

• With the help of those other passages we can locate 2 Chronicles 34:1-4 within the 

Bible’s overall message.  

• David, as God’s chosen king, provided the pattern for future kings. However, after 

David, the kingdom of Israel went into a sinful decline.  Although there were a few 

kings, like Josiah, who reminded the people of what a godly king should be, the 

result was exile.  

• 2 Chronicles is the historical setting for the prophets who, knowing that God would 

bring about his purposes in spite of the decline of the nation, point forward to the 

coming of God’s true king, Jesus.  

 

• From this biblical context we can see how 2 Chronicles 34 is part of God’s plan.  

• God’s solution to humanity’s rebellion and sinfulness took place over a long period 

of time from Abraham through to the return of Jesus Christ. This is called biblical 

history or salvation history*.  
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Old Testament      New Testament 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Meaning and purpose in the biblical context 

      

• Thus we discern God’s purpose in our passage by placing it 

firstly in its original (literary and historical) context and  

secondly in its overall biblical context. 

• This process belongs to what we call biblical theology. 

• It is important to see the connection between these two contexts. As we now look at 

purpose and meaning in the biblical context in this section, and then at application in 

the next section, we will bring these two contexts together. 

     

• In 2 Chronicles 34:1-4, the account of Josiah’s reforms, and the comparison the 

author makes with David, remind the original readers of God’s declared intention to 

establish one of David’s descendants as his true king forever over his perfect 

kingdom. 

•  ‘The king of God’s kingdom’ has become an essential part of salvation history.  

• Josiah’s obedience would have encouraged the Old Testament people to trust God 

for the future.  

• In addition, 2 Chronicles tells of the continuing imperfections and failures, which 

would speak to the original readers of the need for God to deal with their sin. Thus 

God intends to remind the original readers of his promises to David, to be 

encouraged, to be challenged about sin in their own lives – both individually and as a 

nation – and so to look to God’s future king and kingdom. 

 

• Today, as readers of his word, we can fill out more of the detail as we interpret the 

passage in its biblical context. 

• We too are encouraged by Josiah’s determination to follow God’s ways.  

• The actual details of Josiah’s reforms will no longer apply to Christians ‘who walk by 

the Spirit’ (Galatians 5:16), and do not live in a theocracy* but Josiah’s 

determination and commitment is both an encouragement and a challenge to 

examine our own lives.  

• God also intends us to look through Josiah to the king of God’s kingdom who 

perfectly obeyed God and became both saviour and king forever. The problem of sin 

that spoiled the Old Testament kingdom has now been dealt with in Jesus. Therefore 

God intends us to see the working out of his purposes throughout the history of 

Israel.  

The life and history of Israel 

which prepares for,  

and foreshadows, 

 God’s perfect salvation. 

The life, death, resurrection and present 

reign of Jesus Christ,  

fulfilling the past and continuing until all 

God’s people are saved and Jesus returns. 
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• King Josiah prepares the readers of 2 Chronicles for the coming of God’s true king, 

whom we now know is Jesus Christ. Josiah is an example to us, and also a part of 

God’s plan for Jesus to come. 

 

3. Application - applying the passage then and now  

      

• With the passage now understood in the light of the original 

(literary and historical) and biblical context, we are now in a 

position to apply the passage. We now ask: 

  

a. What applications were intended by the original 

author for the original readers then? 

b. What applications can we see for ourselves 

and what response should we therefore make 

today? 

 

a. What applications were intended by the original 

author for the original readers then?  

        

• Returning to 2 Chronicles 34:1-4, the need for repentance 

from sin and faith in God’s promises is a major application of the passage.  

• For the original readers, as the nation went from king to king, it became clear that 

sin was an ongoing problem, which needed to be dealt with effectively. Therefore 

the people needed to live in hope of the coming of God’s true king.  

 

Note: we have not just treated the passage in isolation, but 

made use of the full original (literary and historical) context. 

b. What applications can we see for ourselves 

and what response should we therefore make today?

   

   

• For Christians today the essential application of this passage 

is for us to respond by putting our trust in God’s true king.  

• Thus we thank God for the significance of 2 Chronicles 34:1-

4 in our understanding of salvation, and for the fulfilment 

that we now see in Jesus Christ. 

 

• The example of Josiah challenges today’s readers with the 

importance of true repentance in our lives. While there are 

differences between the Old Testament people forsaking 

God for idols and Christian believers now, ongoing 

repentance is just as important for us today. 
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• There are similarities and differences in applying this passage to the original reader 

and to today’s reader, but underlying these is the common theme of God’s salvation 

and the understanding of how this has taken place in our world.  

 

• Our interpretation of the Bible sees the Old Testament as essential to God’s 

revelation, rather than as a series of examples for us to follow or avoid. 

• How do you interpret a Bible Passage correctly? Understand it the way it was 

intended to be understood. To do that we need to correctly understand the original 

context (literary and historical), and the biblical context before applying the passage 

today. 

     

 

• Bringing all the elements together, our model for understanding the Bible the way 

the Bible was intended to be understood, looks like this: 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


