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Introduction 

 

Final unit – well done in putting the hard work up 

to this point. 

 

The purpose of this unit is to: 

� Look forward and consider what the Bible 

says about our coming eternal inheritance 

and rest in the Lord. 

�  We’ll specifically look at 1 Peter 1:1-12 

 

 

 

The Bible Passage 

 

Approximately thirty years after Jesus rose, this 

letter is written by Peter to Christians (God’s elect) who are scattered all around Asia 

Minor (1:1). In many ways this is like a Mission Handbook from the Apostle Peter. 

 

Read 1 Peter 1:1-12.  

 

• What do will initially see in our passage? 

 

 

The Bible Interpretation Model Task 

 

As we did last week, let’s work our way through the text using the Interpretation 

model – this week we’ll concentrate a little more on Biblical Context and Application. 

 

Original Context  

 

Literary Context 

 

• Our questions: 

1. What is the Style of Writing of 1 Peter 1:1-12? 

 

 

2a. What is the immediate setting? (what we find right before us in the 

passage) 
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2b. What is the broader setting? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Are there words/concepts that require a theological understanding? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exercise: 

As this passage is so rich with theological terms, let’s stop for a moment and see 

if we can get a handle of how the Bible uses a couple of the key ideas: 

 

New Birth (or ‘born again’) 

• This is a New Testament term. Look up the following passages and try and 

summarise what we learn: 

 

John 1:12-23 

 

 

John 3:3 

 

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

 

1 Peter 1:23 
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Historical Context 

 

• Our questions: 

1. In what situation, or for what situation, was the passage originally written? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What was the meaning and purpose (of the passage) in the original setting? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Peter wants to address a future reality to encourage the Christians reading to 

live in hopeful faith now (while they wait for the now unseen Jesus to return). 

That will mean sufferings and trials now – but only for a time. 

 

Exercise (con’t): 

 

Hope 

1 Peter 1:13 

 

 

Romans 5:2; 8:24-25 

 

 

Colossians 1:27 

 

 

1 Thessalonians 1:3 

 

 

Hebrews 6:19; 11:1 
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Biblical Context  

 

• For the purposes of this course, in all of these units so far we have looked at 

the covenantal promises and how they bear out in the passage we have in 

question – in each case the language of the promises has been present in our 

passage – not so here in 1 Peter 1. 

• That is not a problem. It could be that the passage majors on something else 

(which does not mean it is outside that overall plan of God). Or it could be that 

our passage uses different words when it speaks of the covenantal concepts. 

• This second option is the case for 1 Peter 1. We are looking for ‘hope’ and 

‘inheritance’ – the promises assume hope and then speak of a place where 

Israel will find rest. That concept (call it land, place, rest) is a feature of an 

eternal inheritance. 

 

• Remember our four stages: 

 

 

Beginning   Expectation  Fulfillment  Consummation 

 

 

1. Any other passages in scripture that will help us understand our passage (1 Peter 

1:1-12) 

  

Historical Beginnings  

 

 About the land. 

 

 

 Genesis 12:1-3; 13:14-17; 15:12-26 

 

 

  

 

 Exodus 3:16-17; 6:2-8 

 

 

 

Numbers 13:21-25 

 

 

 

Historical 

Beginnings 

The Prophets 

looking forward 

The Promises  

being fulfilled 

The  

New Creation 
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Deuteronomy 12:8-10 

 

 

 

 

1 Kings 4:20-28 

 

 

 

• Yet for all the promise of this land, it was never the final resting place. 

• This land was always given by the grace of God, and could also be taken away, 

especially if Israel lived in the land in a way that offended God. 

• The land was not the final place where God’s people would live in perfect 

harmony with God, and it would never truly be the place of rest unless their 

obedience could be guaranteed. 

  

 

The Prophets looking forward (Expectation)  

 

 You might want to consider the following passages: 

 

• The prophets point forward to another land. Look at the way that 

Isaiah describes the coming city and land. 

 

 Isaiah 60 

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

    and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. 
2 See, darkness covers the earth 

    and thick darkness is over the peoples, 

but the LORD rises upon you 

    and his glory appears over you. 
3 Nations will come to your light, 

    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

4 “Lift up your eyes and look about you: 

    All assemble and come to you; 

your sons come from afar, 

    and your daughters are carried on the hip. 
5 Then you will look and be radiant, 

    your heart will throb and swell with joy; 

the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, 

    to you the riches of the nations will come. 
6 Herds of camels will cover your land, 

    young camels of Midian and Ephah. 

And all from Sheba will come, 

    bearing gold and incense 
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    and proclaiming the praise of the LORD. 
7 All Kedar’s flocks will be gathered to you, 

    the rams of Nebaioth will serve you; 

they will be accepted as offerings on my altar, 

    and I will adorn my glorious temple. 

8 “Who are these that fly along like clouds, 

    like doves to their nests? 
9 Surely the islands look to me; 

    in the lead are the ships of Tarshish, 

bringing your children from afar, 

    with their silver and gold, 

to the honour of the LORD your God, 

    the Holy One of Israel, 

    for he has endowed you with splendour. 

10 “Foreigners will rebuild your walls, 

    and their kings will serve you. 

Though in anger I struck you, 

    in favour I will show you compassion. 
11 Your gates will always stand open, 

    they will never be shut, day or night, 

so that people may bring you the wealth of the nations— 

    their kings led in triumphal procession. 
12 For the nation or kingdom that will not serve you will perish; 

    it will be utterly ruined. 

13 “The glory of Lebanon will come to you, 

    the juniper, the fir and the cypress together, 

to adorn my sanctuary; 

    and I will glorify the place for my feet. 
14 The children of your oppressors will come bowing before you; 

    all who despise you will bow down at your feet 

and will call you the City of the LORD, 

    Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 

15 “Although you have been forsaken and hated, 

    with no one traveling through, 

I will make you the everlasting pride 

    and the joy of all generations. 
16 You will drink the milk of nations 

    and be nursed at royal breasts. 

Then you will know that I, the LORD, am your Saviour, 

    your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob. 
17 Instead of bronze I will bring you gold, 

    and silver in place of iron. 

Instead of wood I will bring you bronze, 

    and iron in place of stones. 

I will make peace your governor 

    and well-being your ruler. 
18 No longer will violence be heard in your land, 

    nor ruin or destruction within your borders, 

but you will call your walls Salvation 
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    and your gates Praise. 
19 The sun will no more be your light by day, 

    nor will the brightness of the moon shine on you, 

for the LORD will be your everlasting light, 

    and your God will be your glory. 
20 Your sun will never set again, 

    and your moon will wane no more; 

the LORD will be your everlasting light, 

    and your days of sorrow will end. 
21 Then all your people will be righteous 

    and they will possess the land forever. 

They are the shoot I have planted, 

    the work of my hands, 

    for the display of my splendour. 
22 The least of you will become a thousand, 

    the smallest a mighty nation. 

I am the LORD; 

    in its time I will do this swiftly.” 

 

• Look also at Isaiah 66:17-25 (a new heavens and new earth) and 

Ezekiel 47:13-20-23 (the glorious boundaries of a new land where 

people can come from all nations) 

• They are ideal pictures of a glorious future using the language of the 

past. 

 

• Note ‘inheritance’ language is not a particularly big theme in much of the Old 

Testament – but it is in Jeremiah and Psalms. 

 

  

The Promises being fulfilled (Fulfillment)  

 

• Where ‘inheritance’ language was not big in the Old Testament, but ‘land’ was – 

in the New Testament we see the reverse. ‘Land’ receives less mention, but the 

‘inheritance’ language comes into its own. 

 

Hebrews 11:8-16 

 

 

 

 

 

Galatians 3:26-4:7 
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The New Creation (Consummation)  

 

 

Revelation 21:1-27 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

2. What is the Meaning and Purpose of our Passage (1 Peter 1:1-12)? 

 

• What is the Meaning and Purpose of our passage for every age? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Application 

 

• So then, how should we apply 1 Peter 1:1-12? 

 

1. The Application Then – what was asked of this original hearer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The Application Today – what is asked of us as the reader. 
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For next week: Study hard and enjoy what you revise and learn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks for doing Promise to Fulfillment.

Closing Reflection: 

 

• How has your study of Promise to Fulfillment equipped you to handle the 

text of scripture better? What has been most helpful? 

 

 

 

• How has your study deepened your understanding of God’s faithfulness?  

 

 

 

• How has it affected the way you trust God on a daily basis? 
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Appendix 1 – 1 Peter 1:1-12 (NIV 2011) 

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of 

Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 2 who have 

been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the 

Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be 

obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood: 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his 

great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and 

into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This 

inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are 

shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that 

is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly 

rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to 

suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the 

proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, 

which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in 

praise, glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even 

though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are 

filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are 

receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your 

souls. 

10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the 

grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the 

greatest care, 11 trying to find out the time and circumstances 

to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he 

predicted the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that 

would follow. 12 It was revealed to them that they were not 

serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that 

have now been told you by those who have preached the 

gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels 

long to look into these things. 

 


