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The purpose of these notes are first to provide a summary of key points from the PTC Course Notes, 

and second to provide some extra information that may fill out your understanding of the subject in 

question. 

 

Developing a Biblical Theology 

 

 ‘Biblical theology’: describes the process by which revelation unfolds and moves 

towards the goal which is God’s revelation of his saving purposes in Christ Jesus’ 

 

 

 

Biblical Theology helps us to: 

• see how the Old and New Testaments are integrated. 

• observe how the Bible unfolds as a unified unit. 

• Understand each passage or book in its historical context – for its own time, 

in relation to the whole message of the Bible, as fulfilled in Christ. 

 

As a discipline for interpreting the Bible, Biblical Theology helps us to understand the 

Bible as a whole and to understand it in a way that the Bible would want to be 

understood. 

 

That unfolding plan of salvation can be demonstrated by looking at the way the 

‘Kingdom of God’ theme is developed across the Bible – as God’s people, in God’s 

place, under God’s rule. 

 



 

Promise to Fulfillment: Unit 1 – Biblical Theology   

Ken D Noakes 2 of 6 6/19/2016 

Basis of this seminar’s material is taken from Promise to Fulfillment  MTC  Correspondence Course, (Sydney: MTC, 
2007), Ch 1. 
 

 

 
 

Adapted from Graeme Goldsworthy According to Plan (Leicester: IVP, 1991), page 303. 
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Reviewing Introduction to the Bible – and building a fuller understanding of Biblical 

Theology 

 

 |==================� 
The New Age: redeemed humanity 
in Christ    

                             Completion 
            Fulfilment           
                      | |      
     Expectation    | |         | |God’s  
             | |         | |people     
              | |     The now      | |in God’s            
  |   |      | |    & the not      | |place under        
|        |  |   |       | |    yet                | | God’s rule           
|        | |   |        | |                         | |  
|        | |   |  The nation of Israel   | |         | | 
|        | |   |      | |         | | 
|____|______|   |___________________________| |____________ | |_________ 
  Creation Abraham    Jesus  Jesus’ return 

Rebellion      Exodus   Exile       The gospel age      New Creation 
    |=========================================|  

                The Old Age  - humanity in rebellion 

The Old Testament 

 

• God’s creation of the universe and of Adam and Eve is describes in Genesis 1-

2 as fulfilling God’s purposes – and he was pleased (c.f. Gen 1:31) 

• Adam and Eve disobeyed introducing sin and death and led to them begin 

removed from the Garden (Gen 3). This rebellion has disastrous effects on 

humanity (Gen 3-11). 

• Yet, God’s commitment to his creation involves a plan of salvation designed 

eventually to benefit all nations. 

• The problem of sin – will one day be overcome from within the human race, 

by the one who is the ‘seed’ or ‘offspring’ of the woman (c.f. Gen 3:15). 

 

• In Genesis 12:1-3, God speaks to Abram and establishes a covenant to 

remove the curse under which humanity has fallen and to establish God’s 

good purposes for humanity which were made plain in Genesis 1-2. It will be 

through Abram and his descendants (initially Israel) that God’s blessings will 

be enjoyed eventually by all people. 

• In Exodus, Israel are in slavery to the Egyptians and God redeems them 

leading them under Moses to the base of Mount Sinai where he gives them 

the 10 commandments – the law explained how they should live under God. 

• God is showing himself to be faithful to his promises. 

• Yet human sinfulness continues to be a problem – the pattern of sin set forth 

in Genesis 3 continues to be the human responses to what God does. 
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• After wandering around the desert for close to forty years, Israel entered the 

promised land under the leadership of Joshua. Israel are far from sinless, and 

they continue to rebel throughout the days of the Judges right through to the 

time of Samuel and the movement toward becoming a monarchy. 

• At this point in salvation history Israel is numerous, they have a land, they are 

a well known, yet they have not experienced the full result of God’s blessings. 

They have however, experienced God’s complete faithfulness to them.  

 

• The period of the Kings begins with the reigns of Saul, then David, then 

Solomon, each a key stage of redemptive history. 

• From this point on God’s purposes will include an anointed King in the line of 

David – the origins of the ‘Messiah’ (c.f. Psalm 2 and 2 Samuel 7:1-16 – esp. 

11-16). A real highpoint in Salvation history. 

• The building of the temple brings to a climax the great works of redemption 

that started with Abraham. 

• Again throughout we see the people repeated unfaithfulness to God 

compared to the complete faithfulness of God to his people and to his 

promises. 

 

 

 

 

 

• Next comes the period of the prophets who interpret the exile and point 

people toward God’s greater purposes in salvation. 

• For example: 

- Jeremiah 11:1-13 – tells of the coming exile 

Judah had persistently broken the covenant established with them by 

God – and as such they would be excluded from the land and the 

blessings of God’s covenant. 

 

- Jeremiah 24:4-7 – shows that the exile fits God’s purposes. 

The Babylonians Exile must be experience so that God can give the 

exiles a heart to know him. God will remain faithful to his promises 

and he will reestablish and renew his people after great acts of 

salvation. 

 

- Isaiah - tells of God’s perfect redemption. 

Over and over again the Prophets use concepts and language that was 

familiar to Israel to speak of God’s coming redemption – a new 

exodus (Is 40:1-11), a new covenant (Jer 31:31-34), and new king (Is 

11:1-12), a new creation and a new life for the nations (Is 65:17-25) – 

especially through the servant of the Lord (Is 52:13-53:12). 

 



 

Promise to Fulfillment: Unit 1 – Biblical Theology   

Ken D Noakes 5 of 6 6/19/2016 

Basis of this seminar’s material is taken from Promise to Fulfillment  MTC  Correspondence Course, (Sydney: MTC, 
2007), Ch 1. 
 

 

The New Testament 

 

• As we move into the New Testament and into the time of Jesus – we see the 

fulfillment of God’s salvation promises unfold. In Jesus’ life, death and 

resurrection we see Jesus bring full circle much of what God has put in place 

in the Old Testament. 

• He goes to death as the servant of the Lord, a sacrifice so that a new 

covenant can be installed one which promises the forgiveness of sins but not 

just for the people of Israel (now the Jews) but for all nations (c.f. Luke 24:44-

47). 

• The gospel age shows the Kingdom of God to be both now and coming – and 

while we wait, the gospel spreads (Acts 1:8). 

 

• The remaining letters of the New Testament teach believers ways in which to 

live in light of that gospel. 

• A consummation is coming – when Jesus returns it will be at that point that 

the final curse of sin will no longer be felt by God’s people – they will be 

rescued from darkness, enjoy citizenship in heaven, as people raised with 

Christ.  

• The fall of humanity (Gen 3) which resulted in the ongoing rebellion of 

humanity will be finally dealt with and there will be no more death, 

mourning, crying or pain (Rev 21:3-4). 

• That purpose for salvation so clearly announced to Abram (Gen 12:1-3) and 

repeated throughout Old and Testaments (Is 49:5-6; Lk 24:45-47) will be 

finally achieved. 

 

Salvation 

 

What we see in the Bible is: 

• Salvation that is foreshadowed in all of God’s actions in the Old Testament.  

 

• Salvation which is prophesied by the prophets who interpret God’s actions in 

relation to his promises. 

 

• Salvation which is fulfilled in the life, death, resurrection of Jesus and then 

proclaimed to nations.  

 

• Salvation which is consummated at the return of Christ.  

 

 

For next Week: 
 

• Read Unit 1 (for this week) and Unit 2 (for next week).  
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This diagram is modified from Graeme Goldsworthy's Gospel and Kingdom (Carlisle, The Paternoster 

Press, 1994, page 33) and is used with permission.  

 
 

 


