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Prep 

Central Truth 

God will bring glory to himself through the progress of the Gospel. 

Purpose 

I would like the listener to be challenge to prayer with confidence and to live and speak the Gospel 

so that God gets the glory and his Word goes out. 

 

 

Outline 

Political Discrimination on Religious Grounds 

Dark Times for the First Christians (12:1-4) 

Dark Times Require Drastic Measures – Prayer (12:5-16) 

God Deserves the Glory (12:17-24) 

 

 

Bible Reading: 

Acts 12:1-24 
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CHECK TIME 

Talk 

Prayer 

Dear Lord and Father, 

Help us to see your governing concern for your gospel 

 - from opposition to expansion 

 - from apparent defeat to fulfilment 

 - from weakness to strength 

And how you bring glory to yourself for the eternal benefit of your people. AMEN. 

Political Discrimination on Religious Grounds 

• We live in a world where there are many oppositions to the Christian gospel. 

They show themselves if different degrees of significance and some are more 

obvious than others: 

o ISIS intentionally targeting Christians- displacing them from their 

homes and publically executing them. 

o Freedom of speech regulations which give voice to anyone but 

Christians. 

o Safe School Education programs which promote lifestyles which 

oppose the gospel. 

o Advertising and Media which suggest products or personalities or 

lifestyles as desirable and beneficial yet are contrary to the 

gospel. 

• ‘Success’ as a Christian seems to be a harder and harder prospect for the gospel. 

• ‘Success’ for the Christian Gospel seems to be harder and harder to achieve. 

Dark Times for the First Christians (12:1-4) 

State 

• Acts 12 opens with those who stand for the Christian gospel under attack – Dark 

times for the first Christians. 

Explain  

• Herod Aprippa I was in power. 

• His Grandfather, Herod the Great, had been the Herod who had ordered the 

execution of all the baby boys when Jesus was born. 

• His Uncle, Herod Antipas was the Herod who handed Jesus back to Pilate to 

be executed. 
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• Nice family! 

• And here Herod Agrippa I had – verse 1-  arrested some who belonged to the 

church to persecute – in fact one he put to death – the apostle James. 

• James was such a significant figure in the early church – he was one of the 

disciples, and one from the inner circle, if you think back to the 

transfiguration (Luke 9) when Jesus took three disciples up the mountain to 

meet with Moses and Elijah – it was Peter, John and James that he took. 

• James is thought to be one of the early leaders of the Jerusalem church – yet 

here only a quick mention is given to his death – verse 2 – he was ‘put to 

death with the sword’ – that is likely that means he had his head chopped off. 

• Dark times at the loss of James, but more was to come. 

 

• When Herod saw – verse 3 - how pleasing his actions were to the Jews he had 

Peter arrested as well. We presume the same fate now awaits Peter. 

• This is a clear demonstration of political discrimination on religious grounds – 

Herod’s actions against Christians brought him political favour. 

 

• So we start this account with James dead, Peter imprisoned, the Jews 

impressed and Herod triumphant. 

• Dark times for the first Christians. 

Illustration 

• If you have been Christian for anytime at all – I wonder if you have ever fallen 

into the trap of thinking that ‘being Christians brings with it an automatic 

blessing for today’. 

• It is a comforting thought – just not a true one. 

• There are some costs to being Christian, so it would be nice to think that with 

those costs comes some automatic advantages in life today. 

• That is the promise of the Prosperity Gospel. Believe well, do your best and 

God will bless you in the here and now. 

 

• When we look at just the start of Acts 12, it is hard to see how that works. 

• James the faithful disciple is dead. Peter the lead disciple is imprisoned. 

• Hardly in line with the Prosperity gospel. 

Application 

• Friends, living for the gospel, must not be limited to what we enjoy today. 

• Because as soon as we don’t enjoy some element of being a gospel person – then 

we are at risk of losing hope in the gospel. 

o Our happiness is not the measure of gospel value – although often the 

gospel does bring great happiness. 
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o Our enjoyment is not the measure of gospel value – although often there 

are many things to enjoy about being Christian. 

o Our positive experience of being Christian is not the measure of gospel 

value – although we should embrace the positive times. 

• If James or Peter held to the gospel because of first importance it brought them 

happiness, enjoyment or a positive experience – then their death or 

imprisonment would have been the first reason to throw away the gospel. 

PAUSE 

An aside 

• If we had more time, we could look at the irony that this political discrimination 

against Christians was encouraged by the Jews – who as a race of people are 

historically the most politically discriminated against! 

• You might notice that this happened during the Feast of Unleavened Bread and 

just before Passover – which should connected some dots, given those holidays 

remembered a time when God led Israel out of political oppression at the hands 

of Egypt. 

Dark times Require Drastic Measures (12:5-16)  

State   

• Let’s instead look at how the church responds – Dark Times requires Drastic 

Measures – They pray (verse 5) 

Explain  

• Peter is arrested – and it seems that security is pretty tight – in prison, guarded 

by four squads of 4 soldiers each.  

• This is grim and so the church ‘earnestly prays to God for him’. 

• We have the sword of Herod vs the prayers of the saints. – Who will win? 

Application 

• Let me ask you – why do we pray? 

• Prayer is, simply put, addressing God. 

• It could be to praise him, thank him, yet most of the times it is to ask of him. 

• Asking God earnestly for something is the prayer we have here. 

• I suspect for most here who do pray, it is this kind of prayer that we most often 

pray. Prayers when we want something from God – either for ourselves of for 

someone else. 

• And further, when we do pray and ask God – I wonder whether we really expect 

an answer! 

PAUSE 
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• The Church here, prays earnestly for Peter – presumably to be freed or at best to 

escape death. 

• And what they get is a wonderful answer to prayer. 

o On the night before the trial, Peter is sleeping, bound on each side to a 

soldier, meaning the other two in the company guard where on watch 

outside the cell. 

o A light shines, an angel of the Lord appears, wakes Peter, releases his 

chains, tells him to dress and then to follow – all of which Peter does 

without arguing (probably a first for Peter!). 

o Peter walks out of the cell, past the other two guards, right through to 

the city gate, which miraculously unlocks and opens and off Peter goes. 

o At that point Peter realised that he is free – verse 11 - and expresses 

thanks to the Lord for his rescue. 

• The details in the story serve a clear purpose – it is to make is quite obvious that 

this was an act of God. 

• What would be impossible for man, even someone as esteemed as the apostle 

Peter, was not impossible for God. 

• Peter then heads to John Mark’s Mothers home, obviously a known meeting 

place for the early church – knocks on the door and announces himself. 

 

• Now come back with me to what those early Christians were doing – they were 

praying earnestly:  

‘Dear Lord, we ask that, if it is your will, that you would free Peter’ 

• And then, one of the servant girls Rhoda, bursts in and interrupts: 

 ‘Peter is at the front door!’ 

 

‘Shush Rhoda, can’t you see that we are earnestly praying here for Peter’s 

freedom – don’t interrupt us with ridiculous stories like Peter is now free 

and at the front door!’. 

PAUSE 

• Meanwhile, Peter is indeed free and is in fact standing at the front door 

[KNOCKING] ‘Hello, Hello, Is there anyone in there!’ 

 

• Here is a great demonstration of answered prayer. 

• Yes, it is miraculous – but when you ask God – the one who created all and the 

one who can do all – then don’t be surprised that he can indeed answer that 

which we ask of him. 

Illustration 
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• Several years ago, I was at a church and during one the drought seasons we 

decided to hold a church prayer meeting to pray for rain. 

• One of the older saints turned up carrying an umbrella – and when someone 

remarked, he quite graciously pointed out that we were asking the rainmaker to 

send rain! 

Application 

• What are we praying about that just might get answered?  

o for gospel opportunities at work (uni, school)? 

o for health in the face of long term sickness? 

o for a visa for a Mandarin Pastor!? 

• Maybe another question we should ask ourselves here is – what are we not 

praying about, simply because we think that prayers could not be answered!? 

 

• And when he does answer our prayers – my confession, is that I often move on 

forgetting to thank him or praise him. When my prayers seem unanswered – I 

blame him. 

• There is something wrong with that picture – and it is not God!! 

 

PAUSE 

 

• On the surface, in this story, it appears that Herod is calling the shots – but in fact 

it is God who is in absolute control. 

• And I look at the World we are in today – and so often it appears that any 

opponent to the gospel is calling the shots. 

- but the fact is – God is in absolute Control. 

God deserves the Glory (12:17-24)  

State  

• Finally, this chapter closes with a reversal of fortunes and a contrast between 

Peter and Herod. 

• We are left with a clear picture where God gets the glory. 

Explain  

• When our praying disciples eventually opened the door to Peter – verse 17 – 

Peter manages to quiet down their astonishment – and he goes on to describe 

what the Lord had done to rescue him. 

• Meanwhile Herod was losing it. 

• He – verse 18 – ordered a hopeless search for Peter and when that resulted in 

nothing, he cross-examined the guards and then executed them. 
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• Herod then travelled to visit the people of Tyre and Sidon who were eager to 

again his favour after some dispute they had going. 

• Verse 21 – sitting on his throne dressed in his royal robes, he addresses them – 

he is praised, but the issue is that they praise him as if he were god – ‘They 

shouted ‘This is the voice of a god, not of man’.  

• Herod’s error, was accepting the praise and not giving the glory to God. 

o How different to Peter 

o How different the result 

• In many ways Herod shows himself to be a person who values most highly the 

opinions of man.  

o In killing James and imprisoning Peter he pleased the Jews.  

o In addressing the Caesareans, he wanted their praise. 

• But in the end – the angel who had been Peter’s agent of salvation was the agent 

of Herod’s judgement and death. 

 

• And the result – as we have seen so often in Acts – verse 24 – ‘the Word of God 

continued to increase and spread’. 

PAUSE 

• We started the chapter with James dead, Peter imprisoned, the Jews impressed 

and Herod triumphant. 

• We end the chapter with Herod dead, Peter free, God glorified and the Word of 

God triumphant. 

Application 

• What does gospel ‘success’ look like in your Christian life? 

• Not many of us will be able to point to miraculous prison escapes at the hand of 

God as evidence of a ‘successful Christian Life’. 

• I wonder if ‘success’ is seen in the way that we live and speak the gospel so that 

God gets the glory. 

• It was modelled to us by Jesus who lived to give his Father the glory. And even 

when hanging on the cross he was giving his Father the glory. 

• And it is modelled for us here, where Peter at the point he realises he is free and 

at the point that he steps into the house of disciples – he gives God the credit 

and glory. 

 

• So much of what I do can be about preserving my own honour or increasing my 

own comfort – yet I fail to give God the glory through Jesus. 

• I wonder if passages like Acts 12 should help me (and maybe you as well) – to be 

more concerned about living and speaking the gospel so that God gets the glory 

o Publically - in our political debates 
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o Privately - in our families 

o Socially – in our uni classrooms or our school classrooms 

o Actively - in our places of work 

o Importantly - even in our church family and among our Christian friends 

If we cannot live and speak the gospel so that God gets the Glory amongst 

ourselves and with our Christians friends, then how on earth will we do it 

before those who don’t believe the gospel? 

• Live and speak the gospel so God gets the glory 

 

• And living and speaking the gospel will look different for each of us, and it will be 

different in each setting 

• When we are actively proclaiming – putting forth the gospel 

• Or on those occasions when the gospel is being attacked – and we are 

actively defending – standing strong for the gospel. 

• But regardless, be that proclaiming or defending - the intention 

should be that God gets the glory and his word goes out. 

 

• We started this section of Acts, six weeks ago by looking at the Martyrdom of 

Stephen and we finish now looking at the release of Peter. 

• We started with the Word of God being proclaimed in Jerusalem – and we have 

seen in go out from there throughout Judea, into Samaria, to the Gentiles, 

including the Greeks, the Ethiopians and now we see it ready to go out the ends 

of the Earth – for God’s Glory. 

Prayer 

Dear Lord and Father, 

Help us to see your governing concern for your gospel 

 - from opposition to expansion 

 - from apparent defeat to fulfilment 

 - from weakness to strength 

Help us to live and speak the gospel so you Father get the glory and your Word goes out. 

AMEN. 

 

 


