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________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Set-up: 

 Projector – onto Whiteboard 

 Computer – with PPT 

 Bring – examples of commentaries 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

� Pray 

 

� Get a student up and ask them what they are doing in ministry in their church.  
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Introduction 

 

What is it that we hope, those who hear the sermon we preach, will walk away with? 

For me, I want each listener (be they Christian or not) to feel that they understand the 

Bible text better and that they have heard what God wants them to think, do, feel or 

change in the days coming. 

 

There is a great freedom that comes with being an expository preacher. Each week the 

source of what I am going to say is a given (it is the Bible passage) and is not reliant on 

me to come up with a topic or opinion in which to deliver. That does not mean the work 

is less, but it does mean that I have a governing starting point. 

 

 

In Haddon Robinson’s preaching tome (Biblical Preaching, 1980) he offers a 10 stage 

model for preparing a sermon from the Bible text. As you complete your required 

reading you will cover each stage in detail. His model is: 

 

 Stage 1:  Selecting the Passage 

 Stage 2:  Studying the Passage 

 Stage 3: Discovering the Exegetical Idea 

 

 Stage 4:  Analyzing the Exegetical Idea 

 Stage 5: Formulating the Homiletical Idea 

 

 Stage 6:  Determining the Sermon’s Purpose 

  

 Stage 7: Deciding how to Accomplish this Purpose 

 Stage 8:  Outlining the Sermon 

 

 Stage 9:  Filling in the Sermon Outline 

 

 Stage 10:  Preparing the Introduction and Conclusion 

 

The intention of these ten stages are spot on and will carefully and systematically guide 

the preacher in his/her preparation ensuring that they do not stray too far from the 

mark. There is however a risk that they might also get bogged down in the detail. 

 

For that reason – last week I suggested a Model for Preaching that is a little briefer [PPT 

– A Preaching Model]. It is: 
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• Stage 1 look at the Passage in the Bible,  

• Stage 2 look at where that passage fits in its Book of the Bible  

• Stage 3 look at where that passage fits in the entire Bible.   

 

That puts you in a position to determine the Central Truth – which we looked at in more 

detail (and will return to next week). The Central Truth is the main point of what the 

passage is actually saying. 

 

• Stage 4 then is to work out the Sermon Purpose and engage with our Life. 

• Stage 5 is writing the actual Sermon. 

 

This week I want to try and cover the first three stages of this model together. 

 

Stage 1 – The Passage 

 

• The aim here is to read and listen to the text. 

• We take the Bible passage which is our sermon text and we exegete it.  

 

 Exegesis 
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• Exegesis is the exercise of looking at a text seeking to get out of it what the text 

is trying to say. It is whatever you do to correctly understand what is written 

before you.  

• To be pedantic, when looking at the Bible we should be engaging in Biblical 

exegesis. It is the task of working out what God is saying in a Bible passage. 

• To offer you a contrast Biblical Exegesis is opposite to Speculation - the aired 

opinion of one presuming to be a preacher!! 

 

• Whenever approaching a text there are competing agendas and in preaching you 

are not immune to this tension. 

- The tension to say what you as the preacher wants to say. 

- The tension to say what the listener will want to hear or find easier to hear. 

- The tension to say what the text is actually saying. 

 

• This tension is also not easily resolved - it is not as simple as saying that we 

should ‘naturally stick to the text’ because you are preaching to people.  

 

• Good exegesis will correctly understand the Passage (Stage 1), put the passage in 

the context of both the Book (Stage 2) and the Bible as a whole (Stage 3). It will 

work out the Central Truth or main point which will mean that the preacher can 

work out with some confidence how to Apply (Stage 4) and then Preach (Stage 

5) the passage. 

 

How do we do that? 

  

 Prayer 

 

• First – Pray. Ensure you prepare your sermon in the context of prayer. 

• If we are doing the work of God, then we must ensure that we are talking to God 

about it – so pray! 

• If you want to talk to people about God, then first talk to God about what you 

are going to say to people. 

• It is a good practice to get into to start your prep time in prayer. Work out a way 

to remind yourself – e.g. a note on your computer, a book mark in your 

preaching Bible, a pattern to your prep time etc. 

 

� Pray as a group! 

 

 Read the Passage 

 

• Second – Read the Passage – Read, read and re-read the passage prayerfully.  

• In other words acquaint yourself with the words you will be speaking about. In 

fact don’t just acquaint yourself – become best buddies!! 
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� Why is this important? 

 - sometimes the obvious is not so obvious – and it takes a few goes to see. 

 - it also helps you personally deal with what is before you. 

 - time (as opposed to outcome) can be a friend. 

 

• How do you do it? 

• Mark the text (Underline, circle, draw connections between words).  

 - suggest printing the passage out or writing on their Bible. 

 - Using particular markings or highlighters 

• Look for Words that seem important, or repeated, or give reason, or 

time frames. 

• Scribble thoughts and ideas down (it may not make it into the sermon) 

• Ask the Who, What, Where, How, Why, When questions of the 

passage. 

• Break the passage into logical sections. 

• Don’t worry about application at this point. 

• It is a good idea to look at different translations [PPT – Mark 10:46-52 

– NIV and ESV] 

•  Reading across several translations is helpful in gaining the 

thought of the writer. 

•  You will also see the preference of the translator - from literal 

(NRSV, ESV) to the more dynamic (NLT, J. B. Phillips) to those in the 

middle (NIV). 

• If you have done the language study – use it and have the Hebrew or 

Greek open before you. 

 

The questions you can ask to help yourself at this stage of preparation are: 

1. What seems interesting in this passage? 

2. What am I unsure about in this passage?  

3. What is the passage all about in one sentence? 

 

Exercise – Mark 10:46-52 

 

� Get the students to individually –  

 

Read and mark the (NIV) text of Mark 10:46-52 then answer the following questions: 

 

1. What seems interesting in Mark 10:46-52? 

 

 

2. What am I unsure about in Mark 10:46-52?  
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3. What is Mark 10:46-52 all about? 

 

� It may be helpful to get some of the students up and show how they have marked 

the text on the whiteboard. [PPT – Mark 10:46-52]
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ESV 
Mark 10:46-52 

 

And they came to Jericho. And as he 

was leaving Jericho with his disciples 

and a great crowd, Bartimaeus, a 

blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, 

was sitting by the roadside. 47 And 

when he heard that it was Jesus of 

Nazareth, he began to cry out and 

say, "Jesus, Son of David, have 

mercy on me!" 48 And many rebuked 

him, telling him to be silent. But he 

cried out all the more, "Son of David, 

have mercy on me!" 49 And Jesus 

stopped and said, "Call him." And 

they called the blind man, saying to 

him, "Take heart. Get up; he is calling 

you." 50 And throwing off his cloak, he 

sprang up and came to Jesus. 51 And 

Jesus said to him, "What do you want 

me to do for you?" And the blind man 

said to him, "Rabbi, let me recover 

my sight." 52 And Jesus said to him, 

"Go your way; your faith has made 

you well." And immediately he 

recovered his sight and followed him 

on the way. 

 

NIV 
Mark 10:46-52 

 

Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus 

and his disciples, together with a 

large crowd, were leaving the city, a 

blind man, Bartimaeus (that is, the 

Son of Timaeus), was sitting by the 

roadside begging. 47 When he heard 

that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he 

began to shout, "Jesus, Son of David, 

have mercy on me!" 48 Many rebuked 

him and told him to be quiet, but he 

shouted all the more, "Son of David, 

have mercy on me!" 49 Jesus stopped 

and said, "Call him." So they called to 

the blind man, "Cheer up! On your 

feet! He's calling you." 50 Throwing his 

cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and 

came to Jesus. 51 "What do you want 

me to do for you?" Jesus asked him. 

The blind man said, "Rabbi, I want to 

see." 52 "Go," said Jesus, "your faith 

has healed you." Immediately he 

received his sight and followed Jesus 

along the road. 

 

 

 

GNT 
Mark 10:46-52 

 

 Kai. e;rcontai eivj VIericw,Å kai. 

evkporeuome,nou auvtou/ avpo. VIericw. kai. 

tw/n maqhtw/n auvtou/ kai. o;clou ìkanou/ o` 

ui`o.j Timai,ou Bartimai/oj( tuflo.j 

prosai,thj( evka,qhto para. th.n o`do,nÅ 47  

kai. avkou,saj o[ti VIhsou/j o` Nazarhno,j 

evstin h;rxato kra,zein kai. le,gein( Uìe. 

Daui.d VIhsou/( evle,hso,n meÅ 48  kai. 

evpeti,mwn auvtw/| polloi. i[na siwph,sh|\ o` 

de. pollw/| ma/llon e;krazen( Uiè. Daui,d( 

evle,hso,n meÅ 49  kai. sta.j o` VIhsou/j ei=pen( 

Fwnh,sate auvto,nÅ kai. fwnou/sin to.n 

tuflo.n le,gontej auvtw/|( Qa,rsei( e;geire( 

fwnei/ seÅ 50  ò de. avpobalw.n to. i`ma,tion 

auvtou/ avnaphdh,saj h=lqen pro.j to.n 

VIhsou/nÅ 51  kai. avpokriqei.j auvtw/| o` 

VIhsou/j ei=pen( Ti, soi qe,leij poih,swÈ o` 

de. tuflo.j ei=pen auvtw/|( Rabbouni( i[na 

avnable,ywÅ 52  kai. o` VIhsou/j ei=pen auvtw/|( 

{Upage( h̀ pi,stij sou se,swke,n seÅ kai. 

euvqu.j avne,bleyen kai. hvkolou,qei auvtw/| evn 

th/| o`dw/|Å 
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Flowcharting 

• A helpful way to work through the text might be to flowchart the text. 

• A flowchart aims to break down the text into points – forcing you as the reader 

to make decisions about what is going on in the text. 

•  Greek students – is this a familiar concept to you? 

• Let me show you the Mark 10 passage as an example. [PPT – Flowchart of Mark 

10:46-52] 

 
NIV 

Mark 10:46-52 

 

 Then they came to Jericho.  

As Jesus and his disciples,  

  together with a large crowd,  

    were leaving the city,  

   a blind man,  

   Bartimaeus (that is, the Son of Timaeus),  

     was sitting by the roadside  

        begging.  

 

   47 When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth,  

   he began to shout,  

    "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!"  

      

  48 Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet,  

   but he shouted all the more,  

    "Son of David, have mercy on me!"  

 
49 Jesus stopped and said,  "Call him."  

  So they called to the blind man,  

    "Cheer up! On your feet! He's calling you."  

 

   50 Throwing his cloak aside,  

    he jumped to his feet  

    and came to Jesus.  
51 "What do you want me to do for you?"  

Jesus asked him.  

   The blind man said, 

     "Rabbi, I want to see."  

52 "Go," said Jesus,  

"your faith has healed [GNT - saved] you."  
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   Immediately he received his sight  

    and followed Jesus along the road. 

 

• Allan Chapple gives three steps for doing flowcharts (Chapple, pg 59-62). 

  

 1. Make a separate line for each new point – breaking the passage up into 

ideas/statements. 

 2. Indent the lines to distinguish the main statements from the secondary 

statements.  

 - I prefer to line up the statements according to the person speaking or doing. 

 3. Mark the page in a way that draws attention to the interesting/significant 

features of the passage. 

 - We have already talked about marking the text – same principle. 

 - The aim is to show which elements in the passage are linked to one another. 

 

• Once you have done this all sorts of questions are raised, ideas start to form and 

discoveries are made. This will give me plenty of things to work on. 

 

• Appendix 1 – gives you two examples of flowcharting. 

 

 Re-Read the Passage 

 

• Third – Re-read the Passage! 

• Immersing yourself in the passage is the privilege of the preacher – don’t give 

that away. 

• Doing the work on the words of the passage needs also to take into account 

the literary style of the text. 

 

• This may seem obvious, but the way words are communicated will vary 

depending on the style (or genre) in which they are written. 

• A good example is our newspaper. We can all read the words, but we read 

them differently when they are on the front page, compared to the 

classifieds, compared to the comics, compared to the death notices, 

compared to the opinions pieces and so on… 

• Each journalist who writes is attempting to do something different in their 

particular section. 

 

• Different styles of writing (genres) have different purposes.  

 

• When understanding the Bible – it is helpful to define the ‘genre’ of your 

passage. Why? Because as with a newspaper you don’t read all the sections 

of the Bible in the same way. 
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• Sydney Greidanus suggests (in Goldsworthy, Preaching the Whole Bible, pg 137) 

that there are seven major genres in the Bible:  

– Narrative 

– Prophecy 

– Wisdom 

– Psalm 

– Gospel 

– Epistle (Letter) 

– Apocalypse 

 I would also add ‘Law’. 

• And he further suggests that within each major genre there may also be a variety 

of ‘forms’ (or minor genres) which occurs in any given book.  

•  So for example in the book of Proverbs we have the major genre of 

Wisdom but as you read Proverbs we can also break the text into distinct literary 

forms such as instructions, proverbial sayings, and numerical sayings.  

•  Or take Matthew. The major genre is Gospel, but as we read it we find 

genealogy, birth narrative, collected sayings, sermons, parables and so on. 

 

• To read more on this have a look at Gordon D Fee & Douglas Stuart How to Read 

the Bible for all its Worth (2
nd

 Ed, London: Scripture Union, 1994). 

 

Exercise - Genre 

 

Read the following Bible Passages – write down what is distinctive about the ‘Genre’ 

(the style of writing). Then what other books of the Bible have the same Genre? 

 

� Maybe  break into pairs and work this up. 

 

Genre Example What is distinctive about this ‘Genre’ 

(style of writing) 

Other Books of the 

Bible with the same 

genre? 

Narrative Exodus 6:1-8  

 

 

 

Prophecy Jeremiah 1:1-8 

 

 

  

Wisdom Proverbs 31:10-31 

 

 

  

Psalm Psalm 23  
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Gospel Luke 9:51-62  

 

 

 

Epistle Philippians 1:1-11  

 

 

 

Apocalyptic Revelation 12:1-6  

 

 

 

 

� Discuss and debrief the exercise. Try and draw out what was distinctive 

about each genre and help the class think through how the ‘genre’ will affect 

the reading of the passage. 

 

 

• Stage 1 is complete. 

• We have raised lots of questions – we don’t necessarily have all the answers. 

• We have more of an idea about what is important in the passage. 

• So let me ask you – at this point what do you think the Central Truth of Mark 

10:46-52 is? 

 

� Give a moment to consider - survey the group. 

 

 

 

• Before we move on – notice that at this stage we have not looked at anything 

other than the Bible. No commentaries or articles. 

• But there are some tools which can be helpful: 

– Concordances – helpful for determining meaning through usage. 

– Grammars – meaning does not come from words alone but syntax and 

the relation of words together. Grammars are helpful for this. 

– Lexicons – a kind of dictionary for examining words and forms of the 

original languages and other places where such language is used.  

 Haddon Robinson gives you a summary of what each is useful for if interested 

(pg 60-63) 

 

Stage 2 – The Book 

 

• No passage exists in isolation. Looking at the whole Book from which your 

passage comes from will help you understand what God is saying. 

• This is called ‘Context’. Understanding the individual passage’s place in relation 

to the whole. 

• The old adage is true “The text without a context is a pretext.” 
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• There are three ‘contexts’ which will affect the way we read the Bible text. 

  1. Literary (Passage) – the context of the passage within the book 

  2. Situational (Book) – the context of the writing/creation of the book 

  3. Theological (Bible) – the context of the book within the Bible 

 

 The Literary Context of the Passage 

 

The Literary Context of the Passage is about understanding a passage by considering 

what comes immediately before and after the passage.  

 

• This means considering the verses and chapters immediately before and after 

the passage you are working on. 

Illustration – Reading books with my kids, when I pick up several chapters after 

my wife has read to the kids – I am often at a loss to what is happening! 

• The same applies to understanding a Bible passage. 

 

So the question to ask yourself at this stage of your preparation is: 

    

How does this passage fit into the immediate context and the rest of the book? 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Situational Context of the Book 

 

The Situational Context of the Book is about looking at the where and when of the book.  

 

• The situation in which it was written is important for understanding what was 

going on in the passage.  

• The most reliable place to find these facts is in the Bible itself.  

 

� Ask the group – What type of situational information do you need to know to 

understand what is going in a Bible Passage? 

 - Try and draw out (things like): 

   1. Who wrote the passage?       

         2. Who was it written for? 

   3. Where was it written?         

    4. When was it written? 

   5. Why was it written? 

 

� Ask the group – Where would you get that kind of information for a Bible 

Passage? 
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   - Often the opening passage in a Bible Book – c.f. Luke 1:1-4 

   - Often at the end of a Bible Book – c.f. John 20:30-31; 21:25. 

 - The general movement of the Bible Book – which is why it is a good idea to read 

all the way through a Bible book in preparation for preaching a passage from it. 

 

  

• Note – there are times when the situational context may not be available (e.g. 

who is the author of Hebrews? What is the date of the writing of Genesis? 

Where was Ephesians written from?) 

 

• There are some tools which can be helpful here: 

 - Bible Cross Referencing – preachers I think should make sure you have a 

bible with cross references in it. 

 - Bible Computer programs (e.g. Logos or Accordance or Bible Works) – 

which allow you to quickly search. 

 - Commentaries – the intro section. 

 - Bible Dictionaries and Encyclopedias – have discussions of different 

things that we might find in our text e.g. People, places, backgrounds and 

themes. 

 

Exercise – Literary and Situational Context of Mark 10:46-52 

 

� Get the students in pairs –  

 

1. How does Mark 10:42-52 fit into the immediate context and the rest of Mark? What is 

important about its context in the Gospel? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What is the situational context of Mark 10:46-52? 

 

a. Who wrote Mark 10:46-52?       

 

 

b. Who was Mark 10:46-52 written for? 

 

 

c. Where was Mark 10:42-52 written?    

 

 

d. When was Mark 10:42-52 written? 
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e. Why was Mark 10:42-52 written? 

 

 

� Debrief the exercise 

 

Stage 3 – The Bible 

 

• Now that we have a better idea of the Literary Context of the Passage and 

the Situational Context of the Book, we need to make sure that our biblical-

theology context is right. 

 

 Biblical Theology 

 

The Biblical-Theology Context is how the passage fits in with the rest of the Bible. 

 

• Biblical Theology is the study of how God’s unfolding plan to rescue his people is 

fulfilled in Jesus. 

• The Bible is one story and from start to finish explains God’s dealings with his 

people. 

• Central to God’s plan is Jesus. 

• Jesus tells us that each part of the Bible is about himself (Lk 24:25-27, John 5:39).  

 

 

 

 

 

• I am sure this is common knowledge to you as Theological students – but it 

needs to mentioned as we step through our Preaching Model. 

• Later in the course you see that we return to this topic and go into further depth. 

You also have a book review on this topic (for those who are PC647 Grad 

Candidates) 

 

� Ask the group: Why is it important to place each passage that we preach into 

its Biblical-Theology context? 

 

 

 

• Biblical Theology is important because it helps us to understand how each 

passage relates to Jesus. If we don’t understand, then we will teach the passage 

wrong and then we run the risk of leading people astray. 

 

• There are ‘sections’ in the Bible – books which can be grouped together due to  

Creation 

(Gen 1-2) 

‘Last days’ 

Fall 

 (Gen 3) 

Jesus 

New Creation 

(Rev 21-22) 
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a) the period of time they record in God’s unfolding plan of salvation or 

b) quite simply their style (or genre – as discussed).  

Understanding the ‘sections’ will help locate each passage in its Biblical-Theology 

Context and therefore help the preacher preach the passage correctly. 

 

This brief survey of the sections may be helpful. 

 

� Teaching suggestion – depending on time, go through this table or it may be 

helpful to get the group members to break into two’s or three’s and read 

through the following table. 

 

 Section Books  

of the Bible 

Information about the ‘section’ to help the preacher. 

  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  
  
 O

LD
 T

E
S

T
A

M
E

N
T

 –
 t

h
e

 O
ld

 C
o

v
e

n
a

n
t 

The Law 

(The 

Pentateuch) 

Genesis 

Exodus 

Leviticus 

Numbers 

Deuteronomy 

God gave foundation teaching which sets the context for the rest of 

the Bible – creation, sin, promise, exodus, salvation, law. God’s 

people are called to live under his rule and moving towards a new 

land. 

The Former 

Prophets 

Joshua 

Judges 

1 & 2 Samuel 

1 & 2 Kings 

These ‘Former’ Prophets detail the period when Israel heard God’s 

word by appointed judges and then kings. The Former Prophets 

describes God’s history with Israel as they move into the promised 

land and ultimately fail to live under God’s rule. The result is that they 

divide as a kingdom and the Northern Kingdom is then overthrown by 

the Assyrians (in 722BC) and the Southern Kingdom by the Babylonians 

(in 597BC). God’s people are scattered and removed from God’s land 

as a consequence of not living under his rule. 

The  

Latter 

Prophets 

Isaiah 

Jeremiah 

Ezekiel 

 

Hosea 

Joel 

Amos 

Obadiah 

Jonah 

Micah 

Nahum 

Habakkuk 

Zephaniah 

Haggai 

Zechariah 

Malachi 

Prophets speak the words of God for the benefit of God’s people 

(Israel). The ‘Latter’ Prophets deal with the period of Israel’s history 

immediately before, during or after the conquests of the Northern 

and Southern Kingdoms. The prophets make clear that God’s gracious 

purposes have not failed or been abandoned and that he remains 

faithful to his people despite their unfaithfulness. God’s people in 

exile from God’s land but still called to acknowledge God’s rule. 

 

Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel are often called the ‘Major Prophets’. 

Hosea through to Malachi are often called the ‘Minor Prophets’. 

 

Wisdom Job 

Proverbs 

Song of Solomon 

(Songs) 

Wisdom Literature deals with problems of universal and ageless 

significance. They focus on a wide variety of issues including suffering, 

death, friendship, love, marriage, loyalty and wisdom. Of all the 

sections of the Old Testament – this part is least tied to the specific 
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Ecclesiastes 

 

culture or history of Israel. 

Psalms Psalms The Psalms contain a whole range of responses to God in prayer and 

praise, poetry and song, dating from many different periods of the 

history of Israel. 

The Writings Ruth 

Lamentations 

Esther 

Daniel 

Ezra 

Nehemiah 

1 & 2 Chronicles 

The Writings are a selection of texts which cover the period of the 

Southern Kingdom exile and beyond. For example 1 & 2 Chronicles 

retrace the history of Israel from King David to the fulfillment of the 

promise that the Lord will restore Israel. Daniel, using apocalyptic 

imagery, reveals God’s plans for Israel after the exile. Ezra and 

Nehemiah portray something of the situation of a relatively small 

number of Israelites who were restored to the land and sought to 

rebuild Jerusalem.  

  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

 N
E

W
 T
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e
n

a
n
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The Gospels Matthew 

Mark  

Luke  

John 

The Gospels show us Jesus – the one who is Son of David, Son of God, 

Saviour and Lord of Israel and all the nations. The Gospels detail 

Jesus’ life, death and resurrection and show how Jesus fulfills the Old 

Testament in every way. In Jesus, God’s people are saved into an 

eternal land and live under God’s gracious rule. 

Acts of the 

Apostles 

Acts Acts is a companion volume to Luke’s Gospel and shows how the 

message of Christ was preached and taught beyond the borders of 

Israel to all the other nations. Acts forms a helpful bridge to the 

letters which follow - it shows how Christianity spread and what it 

meant for all people to be followers of Jesus. 

The Letters 

(the Epistles) 

Romans 

1 & 2 Corinthians 

Galatians 

Ephesians 

Philippians 

Colossians 

1 & 2 

Thessalonians 

1 & 2 Timothy 

Titus 

Philemon 

 

Hebrews 

James 

1 & 2 Peter 

1, 2 & 3 John 

Jude 

The letters explain the significance of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection 

and ascension for all people – especially those who believe. They 

show how the promises of the Old Testament have been or are being 

fulfilled in Jesus – but point to more still to come when Jesus returns. 

The letters deal theologically and practically with problems faced by 

the early churches. 

 

Of the letters, thirteen are written by the Apostle Paul. 

Revelation Revelation The Revelation of John brings the New Testament (and the whole 

Bible) to a close with a focus on the glorified Jesus. Using visions and 

apocalyptic imagery, it reveals the implications of Jesus death, 

resurrection and ascension and points to the day of Jesus’ final 

return. 

 

God’s people will live in God’s eternal place and enjoy his eternal and 
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perfect rule. 

 Section Books  

of the Bible 

Information about the ‘section’ to help the preacher. 

 

• Let me give you an example of how checking your Bible Theology can be 

helpful in preaching. 

 

• Acts 2:14-21 [Get someone to read] 

 

• This is the Apostle Peter speaking to fellow Jews in Jerusalem – the hub of 

traditional Judaism (so if there was ever a group who should know the Old 

Testament Scriptures it is this group). 

• Jesus has come, died and risen – appeared to many and then ascended into 

heaven – and the immediate context is that the promised Holy Spirit has just 

descended on to the disciples which caused such a ruckus that a crowd had 

gathered to have a gander! 

• Peter stands up and reminds the crowd of the Old Testament predictions about 

this Pentecost event  

 

• Peter refers the crowd back to the prophet Joel. 

• Joel is one of the Minor Prophets from the Old Testament. 

• He announces the ‘coming of the Day of the Lord’ – a day when the promises of 

God would be fulfilled – the day that Christ (the Messiah) was to come. 

• In Acts, Peter says ‘In the last Days’ – let me ask you – what are those ‘last days’ 

Peter is referring too? 

 

• On your outline I have placed the Joel passage next to the Acts passage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joel 2:28-32   
'And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit 
on all people. Your sons and daughters 
will prophesy, your old men will dream 
dreams, your young men will see 
visions. 29 Even on my servants, both 
men and women, I will pour out my Spirit 
in those days. 30 I will show wonders in 
the heavens and on the earth, blood and 
fire and billows of smoke. 31 The sun will 
be turned to darkness and the moon to 
blood before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the LORD. 32 And 
everyone who calls on the name of the 
LORD will be saved 

Acts 2:17-21  
"'In the last days, God says, I will pour out 
my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, your young men will 
see visions, your old men will dream dreams. 
18 Even on my servants, both men and 
women, I will pour out my Spirit in those 
days, and they will prophesy. 19 I will show 
wonders in the heaven above and signs on 
the earth below, blood and fire and billows of 
smoke. 20 The sun will be turned to 
darkness and the moon to blood before the 
coming of the great and glorious day of the 
Lord. 21 And everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved.' 
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• Notice what Peter does here – he makes some minor but significant changes to 

the Joel passage. 

o Joel says that ‘afterwards’ (28) – that is after God’s judgment, but Peter 

in Acts changes that to read the ‘last days’ showing his understanding 

that Jesus is indeed the fulfillment of that prophecy. 

o Joel spoke of what was going to take place in the ‘last days’ – Peter’s 

quotation of this prophecy means that these ‘last days’ have arrived – the 

days of the fulfillment of God’s purpose in Christ. 

� The ‘last days’ began with Christ’s appearance on earth and they 

will end when Jesus returns again. 

� We live in those days now – it’s commonly called the ‘overlap of 

the ages’. 

� That should have some significance for us. 

� Joel and Peter both spoke of the last days – when Christ comes to 

save his people, but until Jesus returns again his people will not 

fully experience the blessings of being saved. 

 

� You might note that to Joel (without Jesus) says the Day of the 

Lord was a ‘dreadful’ day (31) – but to Peter who has seen Jesus, 

the Day of the Lord is a ‘glorious’ day (20). 

 

• Can you see how crucial our Biblical Theology is in making sure we teach the 

Bible correctly? 

 

� Questions/Comments? 

 

The questions you can ask to help yourself understand how your passage relates to 

Jesus are: 

 

1. Where are we up to in the overall picture of the Bible? (The OT Timeline in Appendix 

2 may help you) 

 

2. What does this passage teach us about the way God does things? 

 

3. What does this passage teach us about the way God does things in Jesus? 

 

 

Exercise – Biblical Theology Context of Mark 10:46-52 

 

 

1. Where are we up to by Mark 10:46-52 in the overall picture of the Bible?  

 

 

2. What does Mark 10:46-52 teach us about the way God does things? 
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3. What does Mark 10:42-52 teach us about the way God does things in Jesus? 

 

 

 

� Debrief the exercise 

- pick up on the fact that the Bible man calls Jesus ‘Son of David’ 

 

 

Bringing your research together. 

 

• We should now be a position to start pulling the threads together. 

• We have raised questions, made observations, and discovered connections 

that will help us understand what God is saying in the Passage. 

 

• So what do you think is being said? 

 

• It may be that you still have answers to find. 

• Now is the time to work out the answers to the questions and to deal with 

the unknowns that have arisen. 

• At this point – commentaries can be helpful. 

 

Using Commentaries 

 

• There are some things worth knowing about commentaries. 

 

1. Back yourself. If you have worked through the stages of the preaching 

model you will have questions of the text and made conclusions of the text 

that should not be forgotten. 

 

An easy trap to fall into is to go to the commentary before you have really 

done the work on the passage. 

 

The first problem with this is that it will not save yourself time (as you may 

think). Unless you have immersed yourself in the text then you will not know 

what detail to pull out of a commentary – and the risk is you major on the 

minor because some strange or obscure point has interested the author of 

the commentary and you have now taken that as a major point in the 

passage. 

 

The second problem is that if you go to the commentary before the Bible 

text it will introduce things that you will not realize the significance of and so 
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chances are you will read over them. Whereas if you have worked on the 

text – you will know the significance of most of the things the commentary 

author mentions. 

 

The third problem of going to the commentary before the text, is that it will 

give answers to questions you don’t have, or explain features of things that 

you have not noticed. Let the Bible shine before the commentary. You will 

be richer for it. 

 

2. A good commentary is one which helps you understand the passage 

better than you did. For example it may help you  

 - understand the meaning of the passage and/or 

 -  it may help explain some of the confusing or cryptic aspects of a 

passage that are not diagnostically obvious and/or  

 - it may give some historical or cultural background to the passage. 

 

3. Use the Commentary to double check yourself. If you have worked out 

what you think the passage is saying, then a commentary is a good way to 

check what you have concluded.  

 

If in reading a couple of commentaries you find they all say the same thing – 

and it is different to what you have worked out. Proceed with caution and 

review what you have come up with. 

 

If in reading a couple of commentaries you find they all say the same thing – 

and it is the same as what you have worked out. Give thanks to God and 

move on in your preaching prep. 

 

If in reading a couple of reliable commentaries you find they are different to 

one another – and you have worked out what you think. Back yourself with 

the most plausible reading and move on in your preaching prep, but know 

that you will need to be conscious of the different views – especially if 

dealing with a contentious issue. 

 

4. Understand the difference in commentaries – they have different aims. 

Commentaries are rarely a riveting read. They are specialized works that are 

designed to discuss the meaning and sometimes application of Bible text. 

 

They are generally best used as a reference book as opposed to something 

you would read from cover to cover. If you have done your work on the 

passage, you will know what you are looking for so you will not need to read 

right through the commentary. 
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Generally there are three categories that a commentary falls into [Teaching 

Tip: show and tell]: 

 - Original Language Commentaries  

  (WBC, NIGTC, NICOT, NICNT) 

- Expositional Commentaries  

   (Pillar, Tyndale, Focus) 

- Application Commentaries 

   (Preach the Word, Interpretation, Reading the Bible Series, BST) 

 

As a general rule it is usually a better investment to purchase individual 

commentaries (as need calls) rather than getting a whole series in its 

entirety. Choose by author and then style as per your preference. 

 

You may find this list of suggested commentaries by book helpful. 

http://bestcommentaries.com/topcommentaries/ 

 

Closing down your research 

 

• So you have moved through Stage 1 (Passage), Stage 2 (Book), Stage 3 

(Bible), you have raised questions and made some conclusions. You have 

checked out and probably filled out your understanding using different Bible 

tools – you are in a position to close down you research. 

• What do you think the Central Truth of the passage is? 

  What is the subject and complement/s? (as we talked about last 

week) 

 

Well done. Let it sit – enjoy the time dwelling on it. 

 

Assessment 1 Review  

 

 PC447 (Bach Candidates) – Reading Assignment 

 

Haddon W. Robinson  Biblical Preaching – the development and delivery of expository 

messages (Grand Rapids: Baker Books House, 1980) – also known 

as Expository Preaching – principles & practice (Leicester, IVP, 

1980). 

 

Alongside the Sample Sermon: God, Powerlessness and Life (Daniel 1) 

 

   Length: 1,000 words 

 

 PC647 (Grad Candidates) – Book Review 

 



 Intro to Preaching   

Week 3  

A Preaching Model – Stages 1-3: Passage, Book, Bible   

Ken D Noakes  22 

 

Graeme Goldsworthy Preaching the Whole Bible as Christian Scripture – the application 

of Biblical Theology to Expository Preaching (Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmanns, 2000). 

 

   Length: 2000 words 

 

� How are you going? Question/Clarification? 

 

Pray to close 
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Appendix 1 – Flowcharting Examples 

 
NIV 

Mark 10:46-52 

 

 Then they came to Jericho.  

As Jesus and his disciples,  

  together with a large crowd,  

    were leaving the city,  

   a blind man,  

   Bartimaeus (that is, the Son of Timaeus),  

     was sitting by the roadside  

        begging.  

 

   47 When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth,  

   he began to shout,  

    "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!"  

      

  48 Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet,  

   but he shouted all the more,  

    "Son of David, have mercy on me!"  

 
49 Jesus stopped and said,  "Call him."  

  So they called to the blind man,  

    "Cheer up! On your feet! He's calling you."  

 

   50 Throwing his cloak aside,  

    he jumped to his feet  

    and came to Jesus.  
51 "What do you want me to do for you?"  

Jesus asked him.  

   The blind man said, 

     "Rabbi, I want to see."  

52 "Go," said Jesus,  

"your faith has healed [GNT - saved] you."  

   Immediately he received his sight  

    and followed Jesus along the road. 
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Questions arising from the passage: 

* What does it mean ‘to be taken up to heaven’? 

* Is there significance in the fact that he went into a 

Samaritan (enemy) village? 

* Is there significance in Jesus setting off for 

Jerusalem? 

* Why would James and John suggest ‘fire from 

heaven’ instead of short rebuke?! 

* Who is the ‘them’ Jesus rebukes (v55) – the 

disciples (for making the fire suggestion) or the 

people (for not welcoming him)? 

 

Questions arising from the passage: 

* Does this section about following have any 

connection with the Samaritans rejection of 

the section before? 

* Three men – three statements about ‘follow’. 

Two of the men declare they will follow Jesus, 

One man called to follow. Significance? 

* Is there significance in Jesus using the ‘Son 

of Man’ title (v58)? 

* Is there significance in the two references to 

the Kingdom of God (vv 60, 62) or the call to 

‘proclaim’ and then serve the kingdom? 

* Does each of Jesus’ answers fit the premise 

– what is surprising? 

* Why is Jesus so dismissive of man 1 and 2’s 

families? 

* Is it significant that the next passage (10:1-

24) is about sending people out? 

 

 

 

 
 

NIV 
Luke 9:51-62 

 

 As the time approached  
 for him to be taken up to heaven,  
 Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.  
 52 And he sent messengers on ahead,  
   who went into a Samaritan village  
   to get things ready for him;  
     53 but the people 
there did not welcome him, 
      because he was heading for Jerusalem.  
 
  54 When the disciples  
    James and John saw this,  
    they asked,  
  "Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy 
them?"  
55 But Jesus turned   and rebuked them,  
    56 and they went to another village.  
 
57 As they were walking along the road,  
      a man [1] said to him,  
  "I will follow you wherever you go."  
58 

Jesus replied [A], 
  "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests,  
  but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head."  
 

59 
He said      to another man [2],  

 "Follow me."  
      But the man replied,  
  "Lord, first let me go and bury my father."  
60 

Jesus said [B]      to him,  
 "Let the dead bury their own dead,  
  but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God."  
 
      61 Still another [man 3] said,  
  "I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to 
my family."  
62 

Jesus replied [C],  
 "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back  
     is fit for service in the kingdom of God." 
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Appendix 2 – Old Testament Timeline
1 

                                                 
1
  G. Goldsworthy, The Goldsworthy Trilogy (Cumbria: Paternoster Press, 2000), 36. 


