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Set-up: 

Audio speakers and computer 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

� Pray 

 

� Get a student up and ask them what they are doing in ministry in their church.  

 

Objections to Preaching 

 

• Today we are going to start by considering the objections to preaching. But 

rather than me telling you – how about you tell me (because as preachers you 

will experience this kind of rejection going forward). 

 

� In small groups (5 minutes) – What are three key objections our world may 

express towards the practice of Preaching?  
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� Debrief discussions 

 

 

• Disenchantment about preaching is not new. 

• In 1999 John Cheeseman wrote this… 

 

In recent years there have been those, even among 

Evangelicals, who have suggested that preaching is an 

outdated, outmoded method of communicating the gospel and 

that we should replace the sermon with dialogue, films and 

dramatic presentations (John Cheeseman in 1999 - pg 1). 

 

• Further back in 1982, reflecting on the secular attitude in Britain, John Stott 

wrote… 

 

The prophets of doom in today’s church are confidently 

predicting that the day of preaching is over. It is a dying art, 

they say, an outmoded form of communication, ‘an echo of an 

abandoned past’. (John Stott in 1982 - pg 50). 

 

• These expressions are only reflections of what we should already know and 

expect if we read our Bibles! 

 

•  When has the word of God been readily accepted – be that implicitly or 

explicitly? (Is there ever a time!?) 

•  As a result of the fall – humanity are already predisposed to rejecting the 

Word of God. 

•  Gen 6:5 – ‘every inclination of the thoughts of [man’s] heart was only evil 

all the time’ – a situation that was not corrected by the flood – see Gen 8:21. 

•  God’s salvation of his people Israel was followed by a litany of grumbling 

and rejection - leading Moses to despair, the judges to cry out, the kings to (in 

most part) rebel, and the prophets to wipe their hands of their people. 

• Isaiah despite this backdrop announces in Isaiah 61:1 - that ‘the LORD has 

anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness 

for the prisoners’ 

•  – and then the Old Testament closes. 

 

• Into the New Testament we meet Jesus – and his first public act is to preach – to 

proclaim the good news (Mk 1:15). He who is the word, he who is the son, he 

who would be the Saviour – and it does not take long for the line of opposition 
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to form – the ones possessed by evil spirits, Satan himself, the Pharisees, the 

Teachers of the Law, the Governor, the King, the crowds (at the trial) and even 

the disciples at times. 

• In fact Jesus even prepares his disciples for the rejection they we encounter 

when his name is proclaimed – John 15:18-25 – in fact he will says that the world 

will hate him without reason. 

• The development of the early church – saw great growth, but it was no picnic. 

Through the book of Acts we find Peter, Stephen, Philip, Paul, James, Barnabas 

all speaking to hostile listeners – in fact many will lose their lives before they will 

stop speaking of Christ! 

• Romans tells us that people will suppress the truth and exchange the truth of 

God for a lie – preferring instead to worship the world rather that the creator 

(Roman 1:18, 22). 

• The Pastorals tell Timothy and Titus (and us) to expect rejection of the truth as 

people either teach what is false or embrace myths. 

 

• The Early Church Fathers experienced rejection for standing for faith in Christ – 

Ignatius was thrown to the lions, many of the Christians of the day were 

mounted on poles and set alight to provide light on the streets. 

• Hugh Latimer and Nicolas Ridley were burned at the stake in Oxford in 1555 

(time of Queen Mary) for proclaiming Christ. 

•  His famous last words were… 

Play the man, Master Ridley; we shall this day light such a 

candle, by God's grace, in England, as I trust shall never be put 

out. 

• And we don’t have to search far to find examples around the word today of 

extreme opposition to Christianity and particularly to the preaching of the 

gospel. 

 

 

• Why this disenchantment with preaching?  

• Here are four contemporary reasons often suggested for why preaching is 

unpopular – but they all stem from our human fallen-ness.  

 

 1. The Anti-Authority Mood 

 

• In society at large and pervading the church also, there is a mood which is very 

much anti-authority. 

•  This is not just the Aussie thing – where it is almost sport to tear down 

the Politian or the person who seems to have tickets on themself. 

•  This is a postmodern thing. Truth has to be relative and so become 

opinion. Each person has his or her own convictions and they consider these 
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convictions to be just as good as the next person (which is really a way of saying 

‘I am right’ even if you disagree!) 

• And so when it comes to preaching - Who does the preacher think he is, that he 

should presume to lay down the law?  

• Such is the mood in our society and so many react to any form of communication 

which presumes to speak authoritatively about how people should think and 

what they should do.  

• Example: Atheist/Christian debate that I took my sister too (between William 

Lane Craig and a Humanist lecturer from Sydney University) – at the end ‘I want 

you to believe what you believe and I want you to accept what I believe – it is all 

good’ 

 

� Exercise – in pairs – what Christian response would/could we make? 

 

Stott lists five points – and they build upon one another: 

1. We need to remember the nature of human beings.  

• We are created both morally responsible and yet free. True fulfillment can 

only be found within that framework.  

•   So true responsibly can only be understood in the context of the 

creators purpose.  

•   And true freedom can only be couched in the context of objective 

truth. That is truth established outside of ourselves. 

  

2. We need to remember the doctrine of revelation.  

• What we believe is not something human beings have invented, but God has 

revealed. Preachers are stewards of God’s mysteries (1 Cor. 4:1-5 – the secret 

things of God). 

 

3. We need to remember the locus of authority.  

• The authority for everything the preacher says resides in the God who made 

human beings and in the Word he has revealed.  

• Preachers need to make that clear and humbly demonstrate that they seek to 

live under the same message they preach to others.  

 P. T. Forsyth said in 1907… 

   ‘an authoritative gospel is a humble personality’. 

 

• 4. We need to remember the relevance of the Gospel.  

A major reason for the rejection of preaching is often that it is  perceived to 

be unrelated to life. 

Preaching is not just the restating of facts – it is the proclamation of the facts 

into the lives of those who hear. 

• Stott says that it… 
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is not enough for us to make pronouncements of authority; 

we have to argue the reasonableness and demonstrate the 

relevance of what we declare (Stott - 59). 

 

5. We need to remember the dialogical nature of preaching.  

• That is, a true sermon is not the monologue which it appears to be.  

• We are not talking about dialogue sermons here but rather the silent dialogue 

which should be developing between the preaching and his hearers.  

• For what the preacher says provokes questions in the minds of the listener 

which the preacher should proceed to answer.  

• His answer raises further questions, to which again should be answered. 

• It is like preaching cat and mouse – preempt the question, state it, answer the 

question – and around you go again! 

• Being perceptive of the hearer’s questions and sensitive to their 

circumstances lessens the offence which authoritative preaching would 

otherwise give. 

 

 2. Technology 

 

• The second factor or reason often suggested for the unpopularity of preaching is 

that of the developments in technology. 

• I suspect, history will look back at the revolution of that last 100 or so years and 

in many ways define it by the advances in technology. 

• Don Carson when asked to address the challenges for the twenty first century 

pulpit reflected on the changes that had happened around the world in the 

twentieth century. He says… 

 

…two world wars, the great depression, the end of the British 

Empire, the rise and fall of fascism and of (much of) 

communism, Vietnam, the deployment of nuclear weapons, 

men on the moon, the digital world, jet travel, global 

economics, the reshaping of communities by the impact of the 

automobile, the Holocaust and other instances of genocide 

(including that perpetrated by buffoons like Idi Amin and 

ideologues like Pol Pot), massive expansion of the church in 

Africa and China, horrendous accounts of martyrdom and 

unbelievably encouraging medical advances, the resurgence of 

militant Islam, the remarkable stiffening of the process of 

secularization in much of the west, the unforeseen yet massive 

expansion of Pentecostalism and the charismatic movement, 

and the dawning of that array of perspectives and 

epistemologies we label postmodern.  
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(D.A. Carson, ‘Challenges for the Twenty-first-century Pulpit in 

Preach the Word – Essays on Expository Preaching: in Honor of 

R. Kent Hughes, 172.) 

 

•  His point is that a lot has happened which has challenged and no doubt shaped 

the preacher and preaching – and a lot that could not have been expected. 

• What he does not mention is the influence of media – from and the move away 

from print to visual and further the influence of social media which is very much 

the air we breathe today. 

• Cheeseman says we have become a people ‘accustomed to looking at images, 

not listening to arguments’ (Cheeseman pg 2) 

 

• Cybernetics is the study of methods of communication, both human and 

electronic. 

• The development of sophisticated electronic equipment has seen a revolution in 

communication through television and particularly now the internet.  

• Is this a serious rival to preaching as a means of communication? 

 

• Certainly the ‘visual’ age has had its effect on people. According to Stott, we 

have become… 

 - physically lazy,  

 - intellectually uncritical,  

 - emotionally insensitive,  

 - psychologically confused [‘as to the nature of the real world over 

against the reel world’], and  

 - morally disordered [what is ‘normal’ is now modified]. 

 

• Preachers have to reckon with these things, but preaching is nevertheless a 

unique communication event which cannot be replaced by any other.  

• In fact – it is Christians who have flooded the podcast world with sermons – such 

that any person can now access the preachers of fame and note from the 

comfort of their ipad! – Who needs a real pulpit?! 

 

� Question – Let me ask you? What are the benefits (in regards to preaching) of 

this technological revolution? What are the dangers? 

 

• Stott quite helpful suggests that preaching (in the traditional scene – to a live 

audience on a regular basis) is unique: 

•  Preaching is not only a human event but an event where… 

God’s people [are] assembled, 

 in God’s presence 

 to hear God’s Word 

 from God’s minister (Stott, pg 82). 
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• These four components do not exist in the cyber context and are unique and 

irreplaceable for the community of God’s people. 

 

•  This is not an excuse for dull preaching or being anti-visual. Preaching more than 

ever needs to be “lively, engaging and memorable” (Cheeseman 2), but the 

sermon can never be the same as the film show. 

 

 3. Multiculturalism 

 

• A third reason is multiculturalism (Carson pg. 180) 

• Fair to say this is not evenly distributed – as some places are largely untouched 

and others dramatically transformed. (example – our impressions coming to 

Adelaide from Carlingford and the difference in Asian population) 

• The reasons for changes are many – increased mobility, ease of travel, 

movement of refugees (if ever allowed in), economic pulls (to go to a better 

country), job opportunities, education offers and many more.  

• Why important for the preacher? 

•  Increased cultural diversity – not acknowledge or addressed and the 

church gets left behind or open to the accusation of narrow-mindedness. What 

do you do when inter-racial or inter-cultural marriage divides?  

  Yet we are called to be one in Christ – and so regardless of 

background it is possible for those from different cultures, languages or faith to 

our own, to still come to Christ and be saved. 

•  The preachers understanding – where the preacher is not prepared to 

understand the changing or different environments they will not cross the 

cultural bridges necessary to connect with people of ever tongue and nation. 

•   The call for homogeneous unit ministries – that is the drive to bring 

people of similar or same cultural and ethnic groups in an effort to more 

specifically address the differences yet still, somehow recognizing that we are 

called to all be one in Christ despite the diversity (Eph 4:1-16). 

 

 4. The Church’s Loss of confidence in the Gospel 

 

• A fourth reason is more fundamental – the Church’s loss of confidence in the 

Gospel.  

• Again Stott says… 

 The contemporary loss of confidence in the gospel is the most 

basic of all hindrances to preaching (Stott, pg 83). 

 

• Why – what has contributed to this doubt? 

• They include… 

  -  the loss of Christian faith in the West, 
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  -  the influence of Darwinism, Marxism and Freudian thinking,   

  - that religion is either evolutionary, sociological or neurotic,  

  - the rise of biblical criticism undermining the Bible itself  

  - and the study of comparative religions.  

• The tragedy is that many preachers have lost both conviction and nerve when it 

comes to preaching the gospel. 

• Or they have become confused or distracted. 

• Or they have that deep commitment to make the important thing the important 

thing and to make the central thing the central thing – and have lost the gospel 

in their preaching. 

•  Without a firm gospel conviction about the incarnate Christ, the crucified Lord, 

the Risen Saviour as revealed in the inspired Word there cannot be a recovery of 

preaching. 

• Preachers – stick to the gospel and proclaim it boldly. 

 

� Question/Comments? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Preaching Model 

 

• Having looked now at some of the big questions that surround the ministry of 

preaching, let’s turn our attention to how we develop a sermon. To do that I am 

going to give you my preaching model. 

 

• Remember our foundation point – the Word of God. 

• The teaching of the Bible should be foundational in building the church in every 

generation. David Jackman says… 

 Where the word of God is faithfully taught, there the voice of 

God is authentically heard.  

   (David Jackman, Proclamation Trust 2008).  

 

• It is by the word of God through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit that we 

understand who God is and how he wants us to live.  The Bible could be 

understood as God preaching God to us.  

 

• And so, as preachers and pastors, the Bible has to be what dictates the content 

of our message. We need to sit under the Bible’s authority in our sermon 

preparation.   
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• And it is the Bible that gives us the way to understand the Bible.  To correctly 

handle the word of truth you must look at how the Bible explains itself.   

 

Here is the model I use [PPT]: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Stage 1 look at the Passage in the Bible,  

• Stage 2 look at where that passage fits in its Book of the Bible  

• Stage 3 look at where that passage fits in the entire Bible.   

 

• When we understand the message of the passage in the context of the Book and 

the whole Bible then we will be able to suggest a Central Truth.  

• This central truth will mean we are better able to work out what God is saying to 

the original hearers and to us and the people in our churches. Stage 4 then is to 

work out the Sermon Purpose and engage with our Life. 

• All this will help us then, Stage 5 construct a talk or Sermon which will faithfully 

serve God and his people. 

 

• Allowing the Bible to explain itself is an important process.   

• God labels prophets as ‘false’ who do not have a message from God, but simply 

speak of things out of their own mind (Neh 6:12; Jer. 14:14-15; 23:16-40; 28:15; 

29:9; Ezek. 13:2-3; 22:28).   

• In the New Testament, false teachers bring destructive teaching into the church.  

This causes division and dishonour to Christ’s name (Tit 1:10-11; 2 Pet 2:1-3).  
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• We should be people who correctly handle the Bible, so that people’s lives are 

not built on false promises, but on the word of God.      

 

• So this model aims to start with the Bible Passage and end with the preaching of 

the Bible.  

 

� Questions/Comments?? 

 

 

The Central Truth/Big Idea 

 

• Let me start working through this model with you by looking at the Central Idea! 

I know that it is strange to not begin at Stage 1. 

• What I want you to see it what we are working toward – and then we can go 

back and look at the first three stages. 

 

The Central Truth (sometimes called the Big Idea) is a summary of what God is 

saying in the passage. 

• Working out what you think the Central Truth of the passage is will help you to 

preach the passage. 

• It will help you to say what God wants to say, rather than getting caught on less 

important issues. 

• The passage may make several important points – but together they make the 

Central Truth of the passage. 

• In preaching, it is helpful to be clear about what the passage is saying.  

• So as you work through the model – the first aim is to develop a ‘Central Truth 

statement’. 

• The Central Truth ‘statement’ needs to bring together the points in the passage 

and express it in one short and clear statement. 

 

Sermons seldom fail because they have too many ideas; more 

often they fail because they deal with unrelated ideas.  

(Robinson, pg 35) 

 

• Let’s look at some examples of Central Truth Statements from Mark’s gospel… 

For Mark 1:1-15: 

‘Jesus the Son of God came proclaiming the good news of God – 

repent and believe the gospel’ 
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For Mark 4:1-20: 

‘Many will hear the gospel, but only those who accept and 

understand are forgiven.’ 

For Mark 8:27-9:1: 

‘Jesus died and rose again – follow him and be saved’ 

 

• Let’s push this a little deeper. What do we mean by ‘an idea’? 

 

• An idea is that kernel of truth that is extracted from all the details or particulars 

around it. 

• The preacher job is to distill from a passage the particulars and relate them to 

one another. 

• There can be good ideas and bad ideas. 

• Bad ideas offer explanations of experience that do not fit reality. 

 E.g. Robinson (40) cites the ‘Marlboro man’ smoking advertising….The 

masculine man – to appeal to both males and females – good image, just not 

true. 

Good ideas properly manage to grasp the intention and explain it in a way that 

fits the facts. 

• Ideas are sometimes difficult to articulate (e.g.  Those moments when you know 

what you mean, but just can’t work out how to express it!), but it is the 

preachers job to work it out! 

• The preacher should take the profound and communicate it simply. 

 

So how is an idea formed? 

 

• Let’s go back to High School English (please humour me!). 

• The basic structure of an idea has two essential elements: a subject and a 

complement. 

 

• A subject is the answer to the question “what am I talking about?” 

•  It is the point of the idea. 

 

• A subject does not stand alone, it needs a complement. 

• A complement completes the subject by answering the question “What am I 

saying about what I am talking about?” 

•  It is the outcome of the idea. 

 

• Ideas emerge when the subject is complemented!  

 

• For example: 
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Here is a statement 

The measure of a man is not who he is in times of comfort 

and convenience but who he is in times of conflict and 

controversy    (Martin Luther King Jnr). 

  

What is the Subject? 

 (what is the point of the idea?) 

 - The true character of a man. 

  - notice there is no meaning 

 

What is the Complement? 

 (what is the outcome of idea?) 

 - You see the true character of a man when they are under pressure – not 

when they have it good. 

  - notice that now you have meaning. 

  - note – you could have more than one complement. 

 

• When it comes to sermon preparation we must not get lost in the details of the 

biblical text before we pursue the subject and complement of the chosen text 

and ask “What is the author talking about?” and “What is he saying about what 

he is talking about?” 

 

• Let’s try it on a Bible text. 

 
Praise the LORD, all you nations; extol him, all you peoples. 

For great is his love toward us, and the faithfulness of the 

LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD. (Psalm 117) 

 

What is the Subject? 

  - Everyone praise the Lord. 

 

What is the Complement? 

  - Everyone praise the Lord because (a) his love is great and (b) his 

faithfulness is forever. 

 

• In this case it is fairly basic, but there are often times when determining the 

subject and complement from a biblical passage can be quite difficult. 

• Determining from the passage the basic idea can be frustrating, irritating and 

difficult, but thinking like this is essential work to the preaching task and to the 

ultimate benefit and growth of the people of God. 

• Pray and persevere – your listeners will thank you for it! 
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The appendix gives you some further exercises. Identify the subject and complement of 

each statement or quote given. 

 

 

 

 

A Sample Sermon 

 

• What I thought we would do to finish today – is to get you to listen to a sermon. 

And then together we can critique it.  

• There are three questions I want you to have in mind as we listen: 

  1. What is good about the sermon? 

 2. What was the Central Truth of the sermon? 

 3. Did the sermon fail in anyway? 

• I have the full text of the sermon for you, but I will give that to you after because 

I want you to listen to the way it is crafted. 

• The passage it is based on is: Proverbs 31:25-31 [Get someone to read it] 

 

� Listen to the sermon (from mp3 recording + PPT). 

� Then hand out full text (handout) 

 
This is the full text of the Archbishop of Canterbury's (George Carey) 

sermon at the funeral of Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, at 

Westminster Abbey on 9th April 2002.  

We gather in this great abbey to mourn and to give thanks.  

It is a fitting place to do so. A place where the story of our nation and the story of the woman we now 
commend to her Heavenly Father are intertwined.  

It was here that Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon was married and became Duchess of York; it was here that she was 
crowned Queen; it was here that, as Queen Mother, she attended the coronation of her own daughter.  

It is fitting, then, that a place that stood at the centre of her life should now be the place where we honour 
her passing.  

In the 10 days since she left us, there have been countless tributes and expressions of affection and respect 
- including those of the many people who have queued and filed patiently past her coffin lying-in-state.  

How should we explain the numbers?  

Not just by the great length of a life, famously lived to the full.  

It has to do with her giving of herself so readily and openly.  

There was about her, in George Eliot's lovely phrase, "the sweet presence of a good diffused".  

Like the sun, she bathed us in her warm glow. Now that the sun has set and the cool of the evening has 
come, some of the warmth we absorbed is flowing back towards her.  
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Strength, dignity, laughter  

If there is one verse of scripture which captures her best, it is perhaps the description of a gracious woman 
in the final chapter of the book of Proverbs.  

It says: "Strength and dignity are her clothing and she laughs at the time to come."  

Strength, dignity and laughter - three great gifts which we honour and celebrate today.  

The Queen Mother's strength as a person was expressed best through the remarkable dealings with people 
- her ability to make all human encounters, however fleeting, feel both special and personal.  

As her eighth Archbishop of Canterbury, I can vouch for that strength.  

Something of it is reflected in the fact that for half a century we knew her and understood her as the Queen 
Mother.  

Maternal strength  

It is a title whose resonance lies less in its official status than in expressing one of the most fundamental of 
all roles and relationships - that of simply being a mother, a mum, the Queen Mum.  

For her family, that maternal strength - given across the generations to children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren - has been a precious gift and blessing.  

Its loss is felt keenly today.  

And as they grieve, we say to the Queen and to Prince Philip; to Charles, Anne, Andrew, Edward, David and 
Sarah as grandchildren; and to all their children: you are in our thoughts and cradled in our prayers and 
those of countless millions round the world.  

The very first letter Elizabeth wrote on becoming Queen in the traumatic and daunting circumstances of 
1936 was to one of my predecessors as Archbishop of Canterbury.  

It gives a further insight into the source of her strength.  

She wrote: "I can hardly believe that we have been called to this tremendous task... and the curious thing is 
we are not afraid."  

With her openness to people, indeed as part of it, came a quiet courage. A courage manifest in wartime and 
widowhood, a courage that endured to the end.  

Strength, dignity and laughter.  

There was certainly nothing remote or distant about her own sense of dignity.  

Her smile, her wave, the characteristic tilt of her head: all made the point immediately and beyond words.  

It was a dignity that rested not on the splendid trappings of royalty, but on a sense of the nobility of service.  

On their wedding day here, the Archbishop of York spoke to the newly married couple of their life together: 
"We cannot resolve that it shall be happy," he said, "but you can and will resolve that it shall be noble."  

And indeed it was. An unfailing sense of service and duty made it so.  
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Give thanks  

It was a commitment nourished by the Queen Mother's Christian faith.  

A faith that told her, as it tells us all, that even the Son of God came into the world as a servant, not as a 
master.  

Strength, dignity and, yes, laughter.  

We come here to mourn but also to give thanks, to celebrate the person and her life - both filled with such a 
rich sense of fun and joy and the music of laughter.  

With it went an immense vitality that did not fail her. Hers was a great old age, but not a cramped one.  

She remained young at heart, and the young themselves sensed that.  

Of course, the laughter of the book of Proverbs goes deeper than a good joke or a witty reply.  

"She laughs at the time to come": such laughter reflects an attitude of confident hope in the face of adversity 
and the unpredictable challenges of life.  

Of this laughter too, the Queen Mother knew a great deal. It was rooted in the depth and simplicity of her 
abiding faith that this life is to be lived to the full as a preparation for the next.  

Her passing was truly an Easter death - poised between Good Friday and Easter Day.  

In the light of the promise that Easter brings, we will lay her to rest knowing that the same hope belongs to 
all who trust in the One who is the resurrection and the life.  

Strength, dignity, laughter - three special qualities, earthed in her Christian faith.  

Qualities that clothed her life so richly. Qualities that with her passing, we too - by the grace of God - may 
seek to put on afresh, in our own lives and the life of our nation and world.  

Let that be part of her legacy, part of our tribute.  

And lastly this: for the book of Proverbs has more to say about a gracious woman; words we can summon 
now as we commend to her Heavenly Father his faithful servant Elizabeth - Queen, Queen Mother, Queen 
Mum - deeply loved and greatly missed.  

It simply says of a woman of grace: "Many have done excellently, but you exceed them all".   

Source: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/1918590.stm 

� Give some time to think – then Debrief 

 

Questions: 

 

What is good about the sermon? 

- It is warm – magnificently. As the Queen Mother was warm - it works 

- Good structure – Intro, 3 points, Conclusion. 
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- Begins by acknowledging where we are – an obvious purpose (and it is 

important to get that connection) 

- Engaging  - raises questions and then answers them (e.g. Why is Service 

important – it is noble…) 

- Clever use of Easter (given she died at Easter). 

- Positive things are said. 

- It is always important to say good things in eulogies – don’t say negatives 

ever. 

- There was scripture – which was central to the sermon 

- He knew her and spoke within the limits of his knowledge – without 

overstating it. 

- He spoke of her as a human (rather than a figure head) – e.g. ‘Tilt to the 

head’, ‘Mum’, ‘her letter’. 

- Language is simple and works. 

- It applied to the audience – it gave them something to take away. 

 

What was the Central Truth of the sermon? 

 

- The Queen Mother showed strength, dignity and laughter – follow her 

example. 

 

Did the sermon fail in anyway? 

 

• Yes it did! Why? 

- It is eulogy not a sermon (eulogies have been introduced fairly recently) 

- With funeral preaching – our comfort is not in the coffin – it is in Jesus. A 

sermon should lift the eyes of the hearers off the coffin to the Lord 

Jesus. 

- It is important to acknowledge the person and the situation, but you have 

to get to Jesus. The Archbishop of Canterbury never managed it. 

- Doctrines we only a brushstroke – and it the end we upheld a good 

person, rather than a saved person. 

- If you have a person that proclaims that they are a Christian (which the 

Queen and the Queen Mum) – then use it. 

- Too obscure about the gospel – it was abstract on the truths of the 

gospel and no certainty was offered (e.g. The woman we know we 

commend to our Heavenly Father’ – that shows that we are not sure 

that she is saved.) 

- But most importantly - It misused Proverbs 31. It is an appalling use of 

Proverbs 31. Carey quotes Proverbs 31:25, closes with verse 29 ‘Many 

have done excellently, but you exceed them all’ – look at the very next 

verse (30) ‘Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a women who 

fears the Lord is to be praised’ 



 Intro to Preaching   

Week 2  

Objections to Preaching & The Preaching Model    

Ken D Noakes  17 

 

- The logic of the sermon comes from George Eliot (not Proverbs). This is a 

sermon that is ultimately preaching a humanism – that to be good (to 

be a ‘sweet presence’) is what is most important. 

- Carey has taken his Central idea from the world – not from the passage. 
 

• He could have used - 1 Peter 4:10-11. Picks up the honour of the Queen Mothers 

service, but yet clearly gives God the glory. 

• If you are going to be a Preacher – it is to speak the ‘the very words (oracles) of 

God’ – speak the very words of God - confidently 

•  Hebrews 4:12-13 – the word is a living and active word 

• Our job, everyday is to speak the living Word of God – to save people 

 

• The Archbishop of Canterbury picked a phrase out of Proverbs 31 – about a woman 

and he commended her to us – we did not need her to be commended. We needed 

the Lord Jesus commended to us. 

 

• In the same service the Bible reading missed the mark – it was Eccl 12:1-7 and it left 

out the punch line – verse 8 

• If ever there was a moment to put verse 8 in – it was at this funeral – where a lady 

who lived her life in vanity was dead. 

• We must not change the punch line of the passage.  

• Work out the Central Truth – and preach it from the passage! 

 

 

Finish in prayer
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Appendix 1 – Exercises to draw out the Subject and Complement 

 

Determine the subject and complement in the following paragraphs: 

 

1. A good sermon leaves you wondering how the preacher knew all about you. 

 

Subject:  

 

Complement/s:  

 

 

 

2. Today's pulpit has lost its authority because it has largely ignored the Bible as the 

source of its message. 

 

Subject:  

 

Complement/s:  

 

 

3. The young have lots of time and few memories while the elderly have lots of memories 

and little time. 

 

Subject:  

 

Complement/s:  

 

 

4. The popular saying has it, "Charity begins at home." It doesn't. Charity begins where 

love connects with need. 

 

Subject:  

 

Complement/s:  

 

 

5. Attention Teenagers: If you are tired of being hassled by unreasonable parents, now is 

the time for action. Leave home now and pay your own way while you still know 

everything. 

 

Subject:  

 

Complement/s:  
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6. "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only 

he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven." (Matthew 7:21) 

 

Subject:  

 

Complement/s:  

 

7. "Remember your Creator in the days of your youth before the days of trouble come 

and the years approach when you say, 'I find no pleasure in them.'" (Ecclesiastes 12:1) 

 

Subject:  

 

Complement/s:  

 

8. "Do not speak harshly to a man older than yourself, but advise him as you would your 

own father; treat the younger men as brothers and older women as you would your 

mother. Always treat younger women with propriety, as if they were your sisters." (1 

Timothy 5:1-3) 

 

Subject:  

 

Complement/s:  

 

9. Forgiveness "cannot mean that we cover up a fault with a 'mantle of charity.' Divine 

things are never an illusion and deception. On the contrary, before the sin is forgiven the 

mantle with which it is covered must be removed. The sin must be unmercifully-yes 

unmercifully-exposed to the light of God's countenance (Psalm 90)." (Helmut Thielicke) 

 

Subject:  

 

Complement/s:  

 

 

 

10. "Blessed is the person whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed is the person whose sin the Lord does not count against him and in whose spirit 

is no deceit." (Psalm 32:1-2) 

 

Subject:  

 

Complement/s:  

 

 

 


