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Required Reading 
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______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Set-up: 

- Computer/Projector 

- Butchers Paper/Pens/Blue Tac 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

� Pray to begin 

� Check to see how the ‘Preaching assessments’ have been going as many would 

have been preaching in churches recently. 

 

Introduction 

 

Under God, good preaching does not just happen. It is developed, worked at and 

practiced. 

 

As the Spirit can and does work in the delivery of the sermon you preach, he is also able 

to work in the long-term planning of your sermon series, in your preparation of the 

sermon and indeed following the sermon in the hearts and minds of those who walk 

away dwelling on the Word of God which you preached. 

 

So far in this course we have looked at: 
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• Foundationally – what preaching is and the value of expository preaching. 

• Practically – the Preaching Model so that you have been equip to actually 

write and deliver a sermon. 

• Fundamentally – the place of Biblical Theology and genre in preaching 

and the way preaching should work in the life of the Christian 

Community. 

• And so this week – we take a step back and look more strategically at the 

sermon series as a whole and how we as preachers can intentionally plan 

it. We are also going to look at some practicalities of our sermon library, 

getting feedback and our ongoing development as preachers. 
 

So first, selecting a passage to preach on. 

 

Selecting the Passage 

 

• Early in your preaching career it is likely that you will be given the passage to 

preach from, but what lies behind the choice of the passage? 

 

• Most churches who preach expositionally plan the sermons as part of a series in 

the context of a much bigger picture. A wise ministry will thoughtfully plan what 

is taught from the Bible over an entire year. 

 

� Question: For the sake of our learning, lets imagine you are given a long passage 

to preach and given the choice to break it up or shorten it in order to prepare a 

sermon. What are some factors that could be considered in order to break a 

passage up to preach? 

 

� Debrief  

 

 

 Theological movement 

 

• As a book of the Bible reads, there are theological movements that the Preacher 

should notice.  

  Two examples… 

� The Major and Minor prophets start with judgement warnings but end 

with salvation promises. It would be a shame to preach only judgement, 

if a passage points you to salvation as you would leave the listener 

downtrodden and importantly not in the place that the book itself leaves 

the reader.  

• Paul’s letters follow a theological form. First the theological reason 

followed by practical implication. It would be a shame to preach to 

establish the theological reason but then when it gets to application of 

that theology to move on to something else (e.g. the ‘therefore’ is there 
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for a reason c.f. Romans 12:1 – don’t do the hard work on the theology 

and then leave the sermon series at the end of Chapter 11!) 

 

 Narrative movement 

 

• In Biblical narrative, a story is being told. Breaking up the passage according to 

the narrative movements can be a helpful break because it indicates a 

movement in the story (e.g. ‘Then he went…’, ‘When they came too…’, ‘After 

the…’ etc.). The caution is you don’t want to break the story up.  

• There may also be units within the story that indicate either a break in thought 

or a connection of thought – break the passage up so that you respect and not 

destroy the narrative movement (e.g. Mark 4 - the Parable of the Sower could 

stand alone, but it is worth recognising that it is the first of a series of (harvest) 

parables in a unit). 

• Whatever you do, you don’t want to undermine or destruct the Bible writer’s 

purpose or idea. 

 

Caution: 

• Although the Bible editors have at times been helpful in the chapter and verse 

divisions, indenting, and sometimes in the subtitling, it is generally a good idea to 

let the text itself give you the reason for the break. (Note: Older translations will 

tend towards longer, heavier paragraphs than the modern translations) 

 

 Sermon length 

 

• A basic reality for the preacher is that he/she only has a set period of time in 

which to preach. That fact may limit what can be covered and to what depth in a 

sermon. 

• Further, the demographics and capacity of the listeners should be considered. If 

it is youth, then shorter and similar is often better. 

• If you have done your preparation properly it will be unlikely that you don’t have 

enough to say! The preacher will always have to make decisions about what to 

leave in and what to take out – ‘the mark of a good sermon can be measured by 

what is left on the cutting room floor’. 

• Regardless of what you cut – those cuts should primarily be made in the study 

rather than the pulpit. 

 

The important thing in breaking up the passage in whatever form is that  

 a. it is done intentionally and  

 b. you are clear on why you have broken it where you have! 

 

Additionally, if we step back there are broader reasons which may influence the way a 

passage is broken up and that comes down to how your construct a workable and 

intentional sermon series. So let’s turn our attention there now. 
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Constructing the Sermon Series 

 
� [Ask the group] Question: What could be some of the benefits of planning 

the preaching program annually? 

 

� Debrief – leading too… 

 

- whilst all scripture is useful and profitable – not all scripture will possess 

equal profit for the congregation.(e.g. Jeremiah is fantastic, but a 52 

week series (1 chapter a week) may not be the best way to preach it). 

- A good diet of Old Testament/New Testament can be planned. 

- A good variety of Biblical genres can be taught (e.g. law then, narrative, 

then letter, then psalm etc.) 

- It allows you to break up the Biblical text/themes into manageable and 

intentional chunks (in order to teach it better). 

- Over the years, you model and preach through all parts of scripture. 

- It calls you to address the difficult passages – and gives you opportunity 

to teach them at times that would be helpful for the congregation (e.g. 

Lamentations, may be difficult to preach at a Christmas guest service!) 

- It allows scope to address particular world or church issues by looking at 

helpful parts of scripture – whilst not being tossed to a fro in any wind of 

discontent. 

- It gives you opportunity to aim at particular demographics who may 

need to think through particular issues (e.g. teach 1 Cor 5-7 to a 

congregation concerned about relationships). 

- It allows you to coordinate Bible teaching ministries – what is taught at 

Church can also be taught in Bible study groups, Youth group, etc. 

- Helps with planning – of the gathering (e.g. music, prayers, items etc.), 

of evangelism, and of the discipleship agendas. 

 

 What determines the preaching program/agenda? 

 
• Historically, if you go back to the reformation it was the Homily of the week. The 

reformers provided the given homilies to be ‘read’ in churches to ensure that all 

could hear what was taught in their common tongue. 

• For Anglicans it then became the Prayer Book – and the table of readings which 

determined what was ‘preached’. The Book of Common Prayer (BCP) in fact 

suggested that only in the Holy Communion service should a sermon be 

preached - but that is because it assumed that people were at church every day 

of the week (reading through the stated Bible passages) and the Catechism 

would be read each Sunday. The model for those ‘sermons’ were the homilies. 
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• As reformed evangelicals we accept the whole Bible as the Word of God – so in 

theory we should teach the whole Bible including the different and sometime 

obscure parts. But, what sets the agenda? 

  - is it our evangelical tradition? 

  - is it our theological convictions? 

  - is it the gospel itself? 

 

• We preach like we do because it reflects our theology. 

• The place and the role of the sermon tells you a lot about the theology of the 

minister who is organizing the preaching. 

 

• So - which considerations should be the most important in working out what you 

preach and how you construct your sermon series? There are many contenders – 

let me suggest a few and get you to tell me which you consider to be the most 

important. 

 

• Our gospel anthropology – how we are connected with the gospel? 

• Our perception of the world (or our congregation) – what we think 

people need to hear? 

• Our ministry agendas – the direction we want to take people in ministry? 

• Our world – and the topics which are most relevant or pressing?  

• Our sociology – the important social trends that effect the way we think 

and act? 

• Our response – and particularly the response we want to achieve from 

those listening? 

• Our prayer life – and the influence we feel as we are led by the Spirit. 

• Our ecclesiology – that is the role of the church in helping to determine 

what is taught. 

• Our Christology – and what it means to follow Christ. 

• Our theology of scripture - the content of how we are connected with 

God? 

• Our ignorance! – it just works out that way because we have no idea 

what we are doing! 

 

� Talk with the person next to you – what consideration should govern your 

choices in determining what to preach? 

� Debrief. 

 

• Our Theology in general will impact the way that we preach – it is obvious from 

the preacher what they believe (even if unsaid). 

• That is why studying at Bible College is fundamental for any vocational minister – 

because the activity of preaching needs solid training – you need to be grounded 

with correct theology. 
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• One of our problems today (as opposed to the BCP period) is that we are 

preaching to people who are (by and large) Biblically illiterate – and the 

generations to come will not improve in their general knowledge of the Bible. 

 

• If you don’t have the view that the Bible is the Word of God then you will preach 

other things. 

• Our theology of the Word should fundamentally influence what we preach – 

because it means we use it over other things like poetry, ideals, church, spirit, 

trends, news reports, social trends etc. 

 

• Have a look at Acts 20:17-31 [Get someone to read] 

 

• Look at the example the Apostle Paul gives us here. 

• Verse 20 – he has ‘not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful’ 

• Verse 21 – he has preached to anyone, but importantly his aim was to call 

people to ‘turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus’ 

• Verse 27 – he has proclaimed ‘the whole will (council) of God’. 

 

• Now does that mean he has preached every passage that is in the Bible? 

• I don’t think so.  

• For one, Paul’s term in Ephesus with the leaders he is addressing here 

was about three years long – that would have been a lot of preaching 

to get through every passage in the Bible! 

• But more, the passage helps us. In verse 24, we can see that Paul sees 

his primary task is to testify ‘to the gospel of God’s grace’. I take it that 

Paul preaches what is necessary for people to understand God’s grace. 

What is that? – the gospel. 

• And further, verse 25, he says ‘I have gone about preaching the 

kingdom’. What does that mean? Well again, the ‘kingdom’ is focused 

on the gospel of Jesus. Jesus himself announces ‘the kingdom of God is 

near’ (Mark 1:15). 

• Paul has preached what is helpful. He has preached to call people to 

repentance and faith in Jesus – he has preached the gospel. 

• To preach the ‘whole will of God’ is to preach the gospel – because the 

whole intention of scripture is fulfilled by the gospel of Jesus. 

 

• So does that mean, in our preaching we should preach only the gospel –

preaching only that which is in the first four books of the New Testament, or 

preach only the passages which are marked in red? 

• No – that would be a faulty understanding of the gospel. 

• The very reason why Jesus and the Apostles and the Bible writers so 

frequently quote other parts of scripture is because scripture comes to 

bear on scripture and together all help the reader understand the 

gospel. 
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• So we preach scripture, because it all helps us understand the gospel of grace as 

fulfilled in Jesus. 

 

• The preaching program should be reflective of what the Bible says – but saying 

what God says does not mean that we preach every word and verse contained in 

the whole Bible.  

• Spurgeon offers: 

We shall be most anxious, first of all, respecting the 

selection of the [Bible] text….I hope we all make it a 

matter of very earnest and serious consideration, every 

week, what shall be the subjects upon which we shall 

address our people on the Sabbath morning and evening; 

for, although all Scripture is good and profitable, yet it is 

not all equally appropriate for every occasion’ (Spurgeon, 

pages 84-85) 

 

� QUESTIONS/COMMENTS? 

 

 Breaking up Scripture to construct the sermon series 

 

• How do you break up scripture or books of the Bible to construct the sermon 

series? Some principles: 

 

• Scripture trumps topics 

• Topics are harder because they require heaps of information. 

• Scripture trumps apologetics 

• Apologetics are difficult because the tail ends up wagging the 

dog. 

• They may scratch where people itch – but our job should be to 

itch were they scratch. 

• Preaching through the Bible will raise issues that we might not 

generally think about – so it is a safeguard. 

• That should not prevent you from ever doing topics or apologetics. 

 

• You want to shape your preaching program so that you do not do damage to the 

Biblical witness. 

• Take the long view, but accommodate the close view. 

 

• Some tips: 

 

 1. Track and plan what your church hears from the Bible. 

 

• I use a reading plan sheet – and I have a record of everything that has 

been preached at my church since it was started. 
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• The sheet is in front of me when I am planning my yearly preaching 

program. 

 

 2. Preach long and short passages. 

• Work out whether to preach smaller (verse by verse – like Martin Lloyd-

Jones) or larger sections. 

• I quite like to have series in the year where we go into finer detail, then 

complement that with series which are more broad. (For example, Psalms 

chapter by chapter for a time, complemented by the whole of Job in 5 

sermons) 

• My suggestion for preachers in the early years is to preacher larger 

sections. 

 

 3. Breaking up a Bible book requires the same considerations as breaking up a 

passage. 

• Theological movement, Narrative movement and required sermon length 

should all feature in your section breaks (as discussed above). 

 

 4. Consider the Annual Calendar. 

 

• There are at least two major Christian celebrations each year – Easter 

(celebrating the death and resurrection of Jesus) and Christmas 

(celebrating the birth of Jesus). As pivotal points, each has a natural 

selection of texts that lead up to it and natural texts which follow which 

can be helpful reflected in the choice of texts. (Stott suggests Pentecost 

(the coming of the Spirit) as a third major section of the year (Stott page, 

214)). 

 

For example – leading into Easter may be a good time to look at passages 

which teach the mighty acts of God, Christ’s character and example, his 

words and works, culminating in his death, resurrection and ascension. 

Then following Easter to consider passages which instruct the Christian 

how to live in response to what Jesus has done – the Christian life, the 

ethical, social, missionary responsibilities, expectation, hope and the 

return of Christ. 

 

Caution: 

The preaching program should not be held in bondage to the church 

calendar. It should be possible to preach about the resurrection at other 

times of the year than Easter! 

 

• Following the church calendar (as opposed to the public calendar) means 

you will have a system/agenda which can be very helpful for coordinating 

other ministry around the preaching program (e.g. the Bible Study Groups 
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following the sermon series). Further, there are peak times in the church 

calendar which can be addressed (e.g. February is the biggest month for 

a) newcomers and b) core members getting involved. It is also the month 

where everything starts up again). The caution with following the church 

calendar is that it is not always in touch with the community. 

 

• Following the public calendar means you will be sensitive to peak periods 

(i.e. accounting for school holidays), and means you can champion some 

public events (i.e. Mother’s Day, Anzac Day, Olympics etc.). Helps you to 

think missionally. Keep in mind though – the Bible sets the agenda, not 

society. 

 

Appendix 1 provides you with an example of a Year-long Preaching Plan. 

Note: it is a real example.  

� Look through the Preaching Program together. 

� Comment on: 

 - The balance of NT to OT texts 

- The starting point for the 1 Corinthians series and the Revelation 

series (both pick up from previous year). The 1 Corinthians series is 

broken into two parts and will be returned to the following to 

finish. 

- The expositional approach yet to accommodation of topics 

- The way the series have been arranged to lead into Easter and 

Christmas. 

- the way for this congregation the school holidays (in yellow) are 

not that much of a factor for the program (it would be different if 

for a Family focused congregation) 

- the way events/focus have been identified for some Sundays 

 - the way the sermon series and mission agendas are picked up by 

the Home Group suggestions. 

- the End Notes which give some of the rationale for Home Group 

leaders of what lies behind the Preaching Program. 

 

 5. Consider Issues, Topics and Pastoral concerns. 

 

• This was mentioned when we looked at ‘Preaching in the life of the 

Christian Community’ (last week with Paul Harrington). There are factors 

around church that may and should influence what is preached. 

• Events, issues, disasters will weight on the minds of those in the pew and 

the Bible says much that will address them. Elections, death of a public 

figure or congregation member, scandal, debate in parliament (i.e. same-

sex marriage), disaster (e.g. bushfires, floods etc.) can all influence the 

passage you select. 
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• Pastoral concerns which affect the life of the congregation should feature 

in your thinking when selecting passages to preach (e.g. perceived lack of 

discipleship, doubts, fears, relationships, prayer life etc.). 

 

• A preaching program should always be flexible enough to be able to 

insert or adapt around some of those unexpected and expected events or 

agendas in the life of the congregation members. 

 

 6. Do the structural hard work early. 

 

• Planning the preaching program for the whole year should happen before 

the year begins!! 

• Planning each series across the year should happen well before the 

series. 

•  The key to putting a series together is to work out the core/the 

main issue of the book being studied. If you can to that, the 

structure of the book will become more obvious (which of course 

then helps with the way you break it up). 

 

• Appendix 2 provides you with a table showing the pre-planning for a 

sermon series on Revelation 4-21. Note it is a real example so there are 

gaps in the pre-planning (e.g. not all Central truths are present or locked 

down), but it does show the value of planning before the first sermon is 

preached.) 

 

� Look through the table together. 

� Comment on: 

 - The core/main issue up front 

- Chapter breaks vs. Bible readings 

  (The choice of what you choose to do is determined by 

what you don’t do.) 

- Sermon Titles v.s. Central Truth v.s. Purpose of Sermon. 

  (Titles – help market the sermon, they are not the content 

of the sermon Titles are helpful in communication and as 

an aid to memory.) 

 - Comments are initial and random – but serve as bullet point 

summaries and point it mental directions for later (when writing 

the sermon). Note they are not complete in all cases and they are 

not precious, more like a brain dumb. 

  
� QUESTION/COMMENTS? 
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Exercise: Construct a sermon series from Mark 8:27-10:52 (the Road to Jerusalem) 

 

In groups of three, work through Mark 8:27-10:52 and… 

a) break up the text into preaching sections for a sermon series. 

• Group 1 - 5 talk series 

• Group 2 - 6 talk series 

• Group 3 - 8 talk series 

 

b) Give the series a title. 

 

c) Given the sections – give them sermon titles 

 

d) Be prepared to present back to the larger group your sermon/talk series.  

 

 Use the Butchers Paper provided. 

 

� Give 25 minutes for the exercise. 

 

� Debrief 

This debrief is an exercise in comparison – looking at each of the break-ups and 

ask: 

a) Why break it this way? Anything left out? 

b) What topics are you covering? 

c) What titles would you use, why? 

d) What would be the hardest to preach? 

 

Suggested break-up 

 

5 talk Series - The Kingdom Comes 

 8:27-9:1  – Confession of a King 

 9:1-10  - Transfiguration of a King 

 9:11-50 - Disciples of a King 

 10:1-31 - Challenges to the King 

 10:32-52 - Serving the King 

 

6 Talk series – Seeing who Jesus really is 

 8:27-30   - Who do you say I am? 

 8:31-9:13   - Who do the scriptures say Jesus is?  

 8:31-32; 9:30-32; 10:32-34  - Who does Jesus say he is! 

 9:14-50   - How Jesus shows who he is? 

 10:1-31   - Testing who Jesus is? 

 10:35-52   - Living in the light of who Jesus is! 

 

8 Talk Series – The King for all 
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 8:27-30  - Identifying the Christ 

 8:31-9:1  - Following the Lord 

 9:2-13   - Listen to the Son 

 9:14-31  - Believing the Betrayed One 

 9:33-50  - Live for the Sent One 

 10:1-31  - Learning from the Teacher 

 10:32-45  - Serving the Son of Man 

 10:46-52  - See the Son of David 

  

Preaching Practicalities for the Preacher 

 

Let’s turn our attention to some practical and random pointers associated with 

preaching that can be helpful for organising the preacher over the long term. 

Developing a system early can be very helpful. 

 

 Record of Sermons 

 

• Whether you preach/teach regularly or occasionally, it is wise to develop a 

system of indexing your preaching and a filing arrangement (electronic or 

otherwise) that will enable quick access to material.  Start this practice now, not 

after you have accumulated numerous scripts! 

 Why keep an index of, and file, sermons? 

• So you can use your sermons again in different settings!  An index will assist you 

to quickly locate suitable sermons for a preaching engagement. Note – no 

congregation should appreciate a microwaved sermon (the kind of sermon that 

was made for elsewhere and then preached to them). If returning to a sermon 

you still need to re-work it for the new listeners. 

• Without an index, you will quickly forget what you preached, to whom and 

when. (I use the ‘Properties’ comment field to list where I have preached a 

sermon). 

• So you can learn from and improve upon your sermons. 

• So you can always have an overview of your preaching: Are you limiting yourself 

to one or two topics?  Are you avoiding parts of Scripture or particular topics 

that perhaps you ought to investigate? 

 How to index/file sermons? 

• Whatever system you use – it needs to be searchable! 

• Minimally, your index should be able to search for these details of each sermon: 

o Bible Passage preached 

o Theme/topic of the sermon. 

• Helpfully, your index should be able to search for these details of each sermon: 

o Date, location and service of the sermon; 

o Illustrations used. 
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Of course, the list could be endless so be sure to have an indexing system 

that serves you rather than making you a slave to it! 

 

• At one extreme end of sophistication, you can draw up a simple table with the 

basic information and at the more sophisticated end, you can use commercial 

products such as the Logos Sermon File Addin. 

• My preference is to arrange my sermons digitally in folders by book of Bible or 

Topic. My directory looks like this: 

Bible > Seminars 

 Studies 

 Talks > New Testament > A folder for each NT Book > Talk 

  Old Testament  > A folder for each OT Book >Talk 

  Series 

  Topical 

• For each talk I give a file name (with my core search perimeters inset). For 

example: 

 Talk – Mark 4.1-20.doc  

 Wedding Talk – 1 John 4.7-21.doc 

 Christmas Talk – Luke 1 & 2.doc 

 Short Talk – Matt 28.16-20.doc 

 Evangelistic Talk – John 14.6.doc 

 Youth Talk – 1 Tim 6.11.doc 

 

Note that the descriptor here tells me who I was aiming at which may help with 

later searches. 

 

• Further if there are other associated files – I link by ensuring they have the same 

file name. For example: 

 Talk Outline – Mark 4.1-20.doc 

 Talk PPT – Mark 4.1-20.ppt 

 Talk Article – Mark 4.1-20.pdf 

 

• Given that there are many resources, often printed, that undergird a sermon 

(e.g. articles in newspapers, Christian magazines), you need to decide how you 

want to preserve these items for future reference. You can scan hard copy 
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material and include with your electronic storage of sermons or you can create a 

hard copy file that you can search reliably. 

• I also have a hard copy filing cabinet arranged in the same order (as my digital 

files). In the folder for each talk I will put any other non-digital support stuff that 

went with the sermon (e.g. Photocopied articles, newspaper clippings (for 

illustrations), feedback received etc.) 

• Similarly, the notes you generate while studying the Bible passage during sermon 

preparation should be preserved for future reference.  Otherwise, you will be 

required to repeat your time-consuming exegetical preparation each time you 

study a particular passage or topic (that is not always a bad thing!).  Whether or 

not you place this as an appendix to your sermon text within the same file or 

keep it separate files/folders will depend upon what works for you! I tend to 

record most of my exegetical and research work including original language work 

into the file – that I ultimately write the talk into. It keeps it all together. That 

said I have friends who do all their language and exegetical work into BibleWorks 

or Logos (for PC) or Accordance (for Mac) and store it there for future use. 

� QUESTIONS/COMMENTS? 

 Sermon Reflection and Evaluation 

 
• We are always learning how better to serve our fellow Christians through 

preaching.  The obvious sources of feedback that assist with this are a) personal 

reflection and b) responses from others.   

• Personal reflection is essential because it engenders understanding and change.  

In many ways it is unavoidable, but that does not mean you do it intentionally!  

• Feedback from others is based on something personal reflection is unable to 

provide: how others experience your preaching. 

 Personal Reflection 

• This is the process in which you engaged in respect to your supervised sermons 

(as part of this course).  Your reflection can simply be your recollection of the 

sermon just preached. Or more intentionally your reflection once you have later 

listened to or viewed a recording of your sermon.   

• Let me encourage you to watch a recording at least once—it is painful but it pays 

invaluable dividends.   

• Turn your reflections into critical notes added to your sermon text before filing.   

• Here are questions to guide your reflection.  Remember, these are personal 

reflections and are from your perspective as the preacher, they are not 

necessarily what your hearers actually experienced.  Nonetheless, you can notice 

a lot that will assist your personal reflection by being alert to the listeners 

responses as you preach. 

 



Intro to Preaching   

Week 12  

Sermon Series Planning and Preaching Practicalities    

Ken D Noakes  15 

 

� What worked well? 

� Introduction and Conclusion,  

� Illustrations, 

� Transitions/logical flow, 

� Matters of delivery such as voice, hand movements, visuals, eye 

contact. 

� Was the passage adequately explained?   

� Did I helpfully and clearly explain the relevance (application) of the 

biblical passage? 

� Did I know this listener sufficiently?  If you are were a visiting 

preacher, make notes for future reference. 

� Was my timing appropriate? 

 Feedback from Others 

• In the early period of your preaching, this is usually easy to obtain from friends in 

the congregation.   

• There will be a point, however, when you need to obtain this feedback more 

indirectly and less overtly—people may tire of having to critically listen to your 

sermons while simultaneously responding to your sermons.  Additionally, your 

motive for asking for feedback might be misunderstood after that early period of 

preaching. 

• Rather than request each individual to respond to various aspects of your 

message, why not ask individuals to respond to a specific aspect of your 

message.  For instance, ask one person to respond to your illustrations (or even a 

particular illustration), another person to respond to the clarity and sufficiency of 

your explanation of the passage and another to the quality of your delivery 

voice.  This makes the process less burdensome and allows you to utilize the 

differing strengths of individual hearers. 

• If you are genuinely looking for feedback – don’t just ask those who are your 

demographic or who you think will give you favorable comments!! 

• When seeking feedback from others, you are seeking information that is 

otherwise unavailable to you: how others experienced the delivery of your 

message.  Additionally, you are seeking feedback to which you can respond in 

your preparation of sermons in general (not merely in respect to that particular 

sermon).   

• Give out a sermon feedback form. 

� In this course you have used a form - the PC447/647 Preaching 

Feedback Form/ 

� Haddon Robinson also offers a sermon evaluation form - Haddon 

Robinson, Biblical Preaching 2
nd

 edition. (Grand Rapids: Baker, 

2001). Appendix 3. 

� John Chapman offers are very simple and helpful self-assessment 

form - John Chapman Setting Hearts on Fire – a guide to giving 

evangelistic talks (Kingsford: Matthias Media, 1999). Page 229. 
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• Here are suggestions for the type of information to ask (not in these words!): 

� What was the clearest aspect of the sermon? Was there any part that 

was hard to listen too or follow? 

� When I explained something – was there sufficient detail or was there 

too little/much? 

� What application did you hear me offer? Was it relevant to you? 

� What do you think the purpose of the sermon was? 

� Was a central truth made clear? What? 

� Any suggestions for how I present? 

 

� QUESTIONS/COMMENTS? 

 Ongoing Preaching Development 

 

• Preaching regularly is a demanding activity that can leave you feeling spiritually 

and emotionally ‘dry’.  Also, there is always room for skill development.   Here 

are suggestions for developing your skills and for addressing the weariness that 

can come with frequent preaching.  

� Revel and revive yourself by continually coming back to the Word of 

God. And mix up the way you do that if the ‘habit’ is becoming a 

negatively routine!! Meet God afresh and keep pushing yourself to 

understand God better. 

� Seek out opportunities for ongoing learning and for fellowship with 

others similarly engaged in preaching.  Peer preaching groups can be 

fantastic (and especially so after college). 

� Be intentional about ongoing preaching training. With this, don’t focus 

on seminars or programs that are primarily skills oriented (you now 

have the skills having done this course). For example: 

 - attend the SA Preaching School; 

 - undertake appropriate additional training such as post-graduate 

study; 

 - attend seminars for preachers or for the study of particular 

biblical themes/books, etc.. 

� Listen to good preaching. And different preachers.  

� Keep praying that God will develop you as a preacher and work 

through your preaching. 

 

� QUESTIONS/COMMENTS?? 

 

� Pray to finish 
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Appendix 1 – Example of a Year-long Preaching Plan 

Wk/C Trinity City 5pm Church - Preaching Plan Preacher Notes re: Sunday Home Group Studies 

6-Jan Is the Cross Immoral? PVH   No Group 

13-Jan What do we make of the bible's Holy Wars? CJ   No Group 

20-Jan Miracles are Unscientific! DS  No Group 

27-Jan Who are you to impose your morality on others? PVH   No Group 

3-Feb Luke 13:1-9 KDN Kick-Off Sunday 5pm Church TOGETHER 

10-Feb Luke 13:10-35 KDN 5pm Church TOGETHER 

17-Feb Luke 14:1-34 KDN 
Get to Know – what we do 

at HG 

24-Feb Luke 15:1-32 DC TIS Launch Sunday Luke 14:15-35
i
 

3-Mar Luke 16:1-31 KDN Luke 16:19-31 

10-Mar Luke 17:1-19 KDN Luke 17:20-37  

17-Mar Luke 17:20 - 18:8 KDN Luke 18:9-30 

24-Mar Luke 18:9-30 KDN Luke 19:28-48 

M/ Thurs Luke 19:28-48  BL 7pm  Social 

Good Friday  Luke 23:26-56 CJ  9am & 10.30am   

31-Mar Luke 24:1-35 KDN Easter Day   

7-Apr 5pm Weekend Away – Gen 12-50 PVH HG Break 

14-Apr 1 Corinthians 5
ii
 PVH   1 Corinthians 1:1-17

iii
 

21-Apr 1 Corinthians 5:1-6:11 (Xian’s and Legal) PVH   1 Corinthians 1:18-2:5 

28-Apr 1 Corinthians 6:9-20 (Sex Education) PVH    1 Corinthians 2:6-16 

5-May Psalms – Guest Gathering (Evangelistic) MP Sons of Korah Social – invite a friend 

12-May 1 Corinthians 7:1-24 (Love, Sex, Marriage) PVH Mother’s Day 1 Corinthians 3:1-23 

19-May 1 Corinthians 7:17-40 (Love, Sex, Singleness) PVH History Week 1 Corinthians 4:1-21 

26-May 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 PVH History Week 1 Corinthians 5:1-12 

2-Jun 1 Corinthians 9:1-27 PVH 1 Corinthians 6:1-20 

9-Jun Psalm 1
iv
 KDN Missionary Visit 

16-Jun Psalm 2 (Pre-Evangelistic) KDN 5pm Mission /IGLATA Social – invite a friend 

23-Jun Psalm 3 (Evangelistic) KDN 5pm Mission /IGLATA Mark 1:1-20
v
 

30-Jun Psalm 4 KDN IGLATA Mark 1:21-45 

7-Jul Psalm 5 DMS  Mark 2:1-12 

14-Jul Psalm 6 SE   HG Break 

21-Jul Psalm 7 DMS   Mark 2:13- 3:6 

28-Jul Revelation 4 (Sovereign God)
vi
 GL Mark 3:7-34 

4-Aug Revelation 5:1-7:17 (Jesus) GL Mark 4:1-34 

11-Aug Revelation 8-11 (Rev Structure) GL Social – CBF Dinner 

18-Aug Revelation 12-14 (Signs and Wonders) GL Mark 5:1-20 

25-Aug Revelation 15-19:10 GL Mark 5:21-43 

1-Sep Revelation 19:11-20:15 (Mill- stuff) GL Father’s Day Mark 6:1-29 

8-Sep Revelation 20:11-15 (Hell) GL 5pm Church TOGETHER 

15-Sep Revelation 21-22:7 (Heaven) GL 5pm Church TOGETHER 

22-Sep Revelation 22:7-21 (2
nd

 Coming) GL Mark 6:30-56 

29-Sep Psalm 8 BL   Topical Night 

6-Oct Psalm 9 DMS CV Conference  HG Break 

13-Oct 1 Corinthians 10:1-11:1 PVH   Social 

20-Oct 1 Corinthians 11:2-16 PVH   Jonah 1:1-17
vii

 

27-Oct 1 Corinthians 11:17-34 PVH Commitment Sunday Jonah 2:1:10 

3-Nov 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 PVH Vision Sunday Jonah 3:1-10 

10-Nov 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 PVH Leadership Sunday Jonah 4:1-11 

17-Nov 1 Corinthians 13 PVH Ministry Sunday HG Prayer Night 

24-Nov 1 Corinthians 14:1-25 PVH Thanksgiving Sunday Social – invite a friend 

1-Dec 1 Corinthians 14:26-40 PVH Haggai 1:1-15 

8-Dec Carols (Luke 1-2)  PVH Haggai 2:1-23 

15-Dec Psalm 10 (Persecuted Church) KDN    HG Christmas Party 

22-Dec Christian's Xmas KDN    No Group 

Xmas Eve    KDN 5:00pm & 11pm   

Xmas Day   PVH 9:30 AM   
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Appendix 2 – Example of Pre-planning for a Sermon Series  

 
Series: Revelation 4-21 Core/Main Issue of the Book: Revelation is a testimony to Jesus and his work of salvation. 

 Date Chs Title Readings Who Passage/Preaching Notes 

1 28/7 4 “Show me 

heaven” 

1:1-8 

4:1-11 

GL Central Truth: God as Creator 

Purpose of the Sermon: I want my hearer to… 

• John’s revelation (summarize 1-3) 

• God as creator 

• How excited are you by “never-ending praise?” 

• Revelation is a story, so PLEASE be here each week 

2 4/8 

 

HC 

5-7 “Who is 

worthy?” 

5:1-7:17 GL Central Truth: God as Saviour 

Purpose of the Sermon: I want my hearer to know that the death that matters is not ours but Jesus’ 

• the significance of the “scroll” as revelation the importance of “the Lamb” 

• the seals themselves: a message of judgment, the vindication of the saints (6:9-11), you can run but 

you can’t hide (6:15-17) ... but why only 6 seals? (come back next week) 

• Ch 7 “seal” is a sign of protection (not of revelation on the scroll) 

• 144,000 = Israel; “great multitude” = NT (cf Gen 12) 

• A robe made white, washed in the blood of the Lamb (ugh!!!) cf 6:11 ie THE death that matters is 

not ours but the Lamb’s ... 

• The Lamb is my shepherd (cf Ps 23) 

• Notice the contrasting fates of believers and unbelievers in Ch 6 vs Ch 7 

• Notice how to respond to doubts and uncertainties about either eternal destiny (our knowledge is 

grounded in the word of God and in God’s intervention in history at the cross) 

• Communion this week! 

3 11/8 8-11 The 

Revelation 

Film 

Festival 

8:1-9:21 GL Central Truth: Revelation points you to the Cross of Jesus 

Purpose of the Sermon: I want my hearer to understand structure of Revelation and that it points to Jesus 

atonement. 

• Goldsworthy diagram 

• So don’t try to find our place in “linear history” i.e. correlate with world events ... (Q. What’s the 

event that Revelation is referring to? A. The cross) 

• 8:1 silence for 30 minutes ... awkward ... dramatic? 

• From the scroll with 7 seals to the s angels and 7 trumpets (ie not scroll = revelation but angel = 

messenger and trumpet = announcement on battlefield) 

• The prayers of the saints (8:3-5; cf 5:8) are somewhat powerful and effective (don’t ask the 
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inevitable theological minutiae of how this is possible, and what’s the connection with God’s 

sovereignty, and what form should our prayers take exactly!) 

• The message is the same of the seals i.e. judgment; in fact after the first 4 there’s another pause, 

only for us to be told “wait, there’s more!” 

• Angel 5 is even worse; Angel 6 drills down to our response (i.e. we will NOT repent 9:20-21 i.e. this 

judgment, though harsh, is not unfair i.e. our response confirms that God is right ... think of Rich 

Man and Lazarus), Angel 7 (11:15-19) is introduced but we won’t see what happens until next week 

• 10-11:14 are an interlude (move this into the bible study)? 

4 18/8 

 

Day 

before 

JW 

12-14 Signs and 

Numbers 

12:1-

14:13 

GL Central Truth:  

Purpose of the Sermon: I want my hearer to know how to read apocalyptic writing (interpreting symbolism) 

• The woman, the dragon, the beasts, the lamb and the angels 

• Not getting freaked out by all this symbolism (or confused beyond belief!) 

• (refer back to Ch 7 and the 144,000 ... is this a different 144000 now? [what happened to the great 

multitude?}) 666 (show the barcode thing) 

• So, more important than numbers and symbols is the importance of messianic interpretation 

(Parallel with Parables?) 

• This is the 7
th

 angel and trumpet ... it is the most calamitous (eg 12:7 there is even war in HEAVEN 

now ... what are they fighting over? Satan is trying to usurp God, and the prize is humankind) 

• Introduction to “Babylon the Great” for the first time (14:8) ... she will become the focal point for 

the rest of the book (why is that relevant to John’s hearers?) 

• Notice the application of 14:9-13 from all this talk about judgment: perseverance is worth it (v13) 

but it will be tempting to fit in EVEN THOUGH we know how bad the outcome would be! (v12) 

• 12:17 if the Devil can’t kill Jesus, He will pick on Jesus’ kids (logical so beware, but heaven help the 

Devil for trying this low trick!) 

• 13:9-10 is this fatalism? Or is it a reminder of God’s sovereignty (i.e. IS there time to repent still?) 

• Rev 12 - a great Xmas story (carols?) 

5 25/8 15-

19:10 

What’s so 

bad about 

Babylon? 

15:1-

16:21 

18:1-

19:10 

GL 

 

 

Central Truth: Repent – it is not too late. 

Purpose of the Sermon: I want my hearer to know that the bad consequence of sin is part of God’s 

judgment. 

• General Revelation 

• Hooray - the last one (15:1)! think of a big finale or climax or encore 

• Romans 1:18-32 

• Our failure to repent (16:9, 11, 21) ... but it’s not too late 

• Remember the structure of revelation and the repeating cycles 
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• Babylon’s sin is not just idolatry or leading others astray but blood of martyrs (17:6) 

• Searing of consciences 1 Tim 4:2 

• Revelation is “defibrillation by imagination” (Reinke in “lit”) 

6 1/9 

HC 

19:11-

20:15 

Are you 

Pre-Mill, 

Post-Mill, 

A-Mill, Pan-

Mill? 

19:11-

20:15 

GL Central Truth:  

Purpose of the Sermon: I want my hearer to have a clear understanding of the millennial debate and what 

is important. 

• amillennialism 

• Evangelistic? 

• Judgment of Xians 

• Sistine Chapel 

• Heb 9:27-28 

• Communion this week! 

7 8/9 20:11-

15 

How to talk 

about hell 

... 

20:11-15 GL Central Truth: Hell is real, and people really are going there! 

Purpose of the Sermon: I want my hearer to know how to talk about hell helpfully and evangelistically 

• sensitivity 

8 15/9 21-

22:7 

The new 

heaven and 

new earth 

21-22:7 GL Central Truth: Better than anything you can imagine 

Purpose of the Sermon: I want my hearer to praise God. 

• Remember the angels with plagues? He makes a cameo appearance in 21:9 (are you nervous that 

there’s more judgment, particularly given the negative picture in 21:8 immediately prior?!!!) 

• Q. Why doesn’t the book finish with praise for God (the way it began? is that because the image 

shifts to something we can better comprehend?!) 

• Notice our experience (21:4; 22:5c “reign forever”; no need to be afraid of the dark 22:5a-b) 

• SONG? (that I wrote?) 

9 22/9 22:8-

21 

“Just a little 

bit longer 

...” 

22:8-21 GL Central Truth:  ‘meet me in heaven’ 

Purpose of the Sermon: I want my hearer to live for Jesus knowing heaven is coming. 

• Why are there still warnings even after Chs 21-22? 

• Colossians 3:1-5 

• V19 why would you change this Revelation (because it’s hard to understand, or because it makes us 

unpopular, or because it’s not easy to keep?!!!!) 

“behold I am coming soon” is repeated v7, v12, 20 (so we don’t forget?!) 

Keeping words of prophecy/not altering is repeated (because this is so important?) 

 Date Chs Title Readings Who Passage/Preaching Notes 
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i
 There should be prepared Trinity Bible studies coming out that complement the Luke sermon series. 
ii
 The 1 Corinthians preaching series picks up where we left off last year – the whole book won’t be finished this year – but will by with the final section (1 Cor 

15) leading into Easter 2014. 
iii
 A good prepared study guide for this series is 1 Corinthians – The Challenge of Life Together (Life Guide) – 13 Studies. 

iv
 Notice that we move through the first 10 Psalms this year. Often in preaching programs Psalms are used as a filler or one off sermon. My plan for the next 

many years is to continue to work sequentially through Psalms. Suggested prepared studies here could be a. Psalms – Praying through good times and bad 

(Youthworks) – 5 Studies or b. Psalms & David (Trinity Studies) – 4 Studies. But note that neither of those study guides cover Psalms sequentially (the Trinity 

ones pick four Psalms that connect to David which are not the Psalms we will look at in the sermons. 
v
 This Book (Mark) is picked – because it follows the 5pm Mission and is a good series for the not-yet or new Christian to do. Suggested prepared Studies that 

could also work here are a. Christian Living for Starters (Matthias Media) – 6 studies, b. News of the Hour (Matthias Media) – 10 studies 
vi
 The Revelation preaching Series picks up where we left off last year – which means by the end we will have worked our way through the whole book. 

Revelation (Trinity Studies) – 8 Studies were provided last year (I wrote them) – if members in your group didn’t do them then, they could be used this year as 

Home Group Studies. Another resource is The Vision Statement (Matthias Media) – 9 studies. 
vii

 Suggestion for prepared Jonah studies could be Warning Signs (Matthias Media) – note it has 6 studies not 4. 


