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Required Reading 

 

Graeme Goldsworthy Preaching the Whole Bible as Christian Scripture – the application 

of Biblical Theology to Expository Preaching (Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmanns, 2000). 

References 

 

On Bible Theology 

Graeme Goldsworthy According to Plan: the unfolding revelation of God in the Bible 

(Leicester: IVP, 2001). 

Graeme Goldsworthy Gospel and Kingdom: A Christian interpretation of the OLD 

Testament (Leicester: IVP,      ). 

G.K. Beale A New Testament Biblical Theology (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2011). 

Vaughan Roberts God’s Big Picture: Tracing the Storyline of the Bible (Leicester: IVP, 

2009). 

T.D Alexander & 

Brian Rosner New Dictionary of Biblical Theology (Leicester, IVP,    ). 

 

For Preaching Specifically 

Scott M. Gibson (ed.) Preaching the Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2006). 

Graeme Goldsworthy Christ-Centred Biblical Theology – hermeneutical foundations and 

principles (Nottingham: Apollos, 2012). 

Walter C. Kaiser Jr. Preaching and Teaching form the Old Testament – a guide for the 

church (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2003). 
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Set-up: 

e.g. Projector 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

� Pray to begin 
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Biblical theology and preaching 

 

A puzzle Jesus gives us: 

 

Why did Jesus hide his identity from his disciples on the Road to Emmaus until 

after he’d completed the bible study with them? (Lk 24) 

 

 

 

The need for biblical theology 

 

 

 

Jesus on Biblical theology:       Luke 24:25-27, 46-47;  John 5:39-40; 5.45-46 

 

 

 

 Definition of Biblical Theology 

 

 

• Peter Adam - ‘the theology God teaches us in the Bible’.    

 

 

• Don Carson - If theology is principled discourse about God, Bibl theol = principled 

discourse about God grounded in the Bible.   

 

 

• Geerhard Vos - biblical theology = ‘that branch of exegetical theology which deals 

with the process of the self-revelation of God deposited in the Bible.’ 

 

 

• Systematic vs Biblical theology 
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Exercise: 

• Write Down the gospel in one sentence. 

 

 

 

 

• How does this compare with…
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 Relevance of Biblical Theology to preaching (esp. expository preaching) 

 

1. Biblical theology addresses the massive biblical illiteracy in churches  

 

 

 

 

 

2. Biblical theology draws attention to the turning points in redemption history.   

 

 

 

 

3. Biblical theology enriches systematic Bible reading and is itself enriched by it.   

 

 

 

 

 

4. Biblical theology encourages various kinds of integration in preaching, and shows 

the relevance of OT passages to us.             

 

 

 

 

 

5. Biblical theology keeps an eye for the inner canonical connections / tendons 

which tie all of scripture tendons, which, when they are traced out, point to Jesus 

Christ and the cross                

 

 

 

 

 

6. Biblical theology helps you to avoid misapplication in your preaching by enabling 

you to develop the biblically warranted connections.        
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 How do you Prepare? 

 

• Look for the bigger picture which makes meaning of the smaller unit: 

 

o text  

o chapter   

o book  

o stage in salvation history   

o OT / NT  

o Bible 

 

• What does this passage contribute to the flow of the narrative, or the flow 

of thought within the book?  i.e., what would you miss if it wasn’t there? 

 

 

• In moving from this passage to us today,  

 

 - What categories are there which I need to think through? (kingdom, 

people of God, temple, covenant, law, blessing, priesthood) 

 

 

 - What significant differences are there in these categories now that 

Jesus has come? 

 

 

 - Will the categories be developed further after this moment in salvation 

history?   (this speaks to our hope) 

 

 

• Q:  how do I do it so as not to be boring? 

 

 

• Ask:   “what NT echoes are there of an OT passage?”  e.g., Joshua 6 - 

Jericho. 
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 Some case studies: 

 

• Joshua 5.1-12 - what relevance does this have for us?  (Eph 1.13-14) 

• Psalm 15 - who’s this about?  (Mt 5.20; Rom 6.19, Heb 12.14) 

• Matthew 2.1-12 - what’s the significance of this moment in salvation 

history?  (Isa 60, Rev 22) 

• Acts 3 – what is the significance of the healing of the lame man in Jesus’ 

name? 

 

 

 

 

 

 Some questions to think through: 

 

• Israel = church?  (replacement, integration, twin tracks?) 

• wrath vs discipline? 

• David:  us or Jesus? 

• ‘show no mercy’ - theocracy vs KOH? 

• temple = church building 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Intro to Preaching   

Week 10  

Biblical Theology and Genre in Preaching   

Chris Jolliffe  7 

 

 

 Categories to think through: 

 

kingdom: 

• Abraham -> Samuel:  Kingdom promised 

• David - Solomon.    Theocracy, geographical boundaries, human king, national 

enemies 

• later prophets - kingdom prophesied 

• NT - Kingdom at hand in Jesus Christ:  spiritual, not political-geographical.  

(counters Marcionism). 

• b/w X’s comings - now and not yet.   Spiritual blessings in X; X reigns from 

heaven; physical and spiritual redemption not fully complete. 

• X’s return - kingdom realized, consummated 

 

Israel  

• Ezekiel 37?   Isaiah 2?  Amos 9.11-12 

• Luke-Acts:   J chooses a new Israel.   12 disciples.   Acts 1.8.   ‘Judea and Samaria).     

• Acts 15 – incorporation of Gentiles fulfills Amos 9.11-12, not rebuilding of temple 

in Jerusalem 

• Eph 2 – one new humanity, not twin tracks. 

 

temple  

• = JC.  (John 2.21);  

• church (1 Cor 3.17, Eph 2.19-22, 1 Peter 2.4) 

 

Jerusalem 

• Isaiah - physical -> heavenly Jerusalem 

• Matthew 23-24 - J condemns present generation, temple, predicts judgment on 

Jerusalem. 

 

 

 

Preaching from different genres  

 

OT Narrative 

Suitable resources 

� Richard Pratt’s He Gave Us Stories. 

� Steven Mathewson’s The Art of Teaching Old Testament Narrative. 

 

The challenges 

The challenge with narratives is that they seemingly rarely contain a statement of their 

teaching intention.  The following will assist you to identify this intention. 
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Guidelines 

1. Be familiar with the theological interests of the book of which the narrative is a part 

for this will guide you in grasping the theological significance of the narrative.  For 

instance, in the books of Samuel, one of the key questions is how will the newly 

instigated earthly kingship function in relationship to the divine king, Yahweh?  Two 

different answers and therefore different paradigms, are presented: one in the 

person of Saul and the other in the person of David. 

 

I will illustrate this by identifying key passages that provide theological clues for each 

of the historical books from Joshua to 2 Kings. 

 

a. Here are key passages from Deuteronomy that provide an interpretative grid for 

the historical books Joshua-2 Kings taken as a whole: 

o 5:6-21, particularly the first two commandments for understanding 

Israel’s obligation (see too Deuteronomy 6:4-9); 

o chapter 12:1-7 on purity of worship; 

o 17:14-21 on God’s provision for earthly kingship; 

o 18:9-22 on God’s communication through prophets. 

 

b. Here is a sample of key passages that will provide clues to the theological 

concerns of each book in Joshua-2 Kings. 

o Joshua: See Deuteronomy 31:1-8 and Joshua 1:1-9 with 21:43-45. 

o Judges: Joshua 23-24 and Judges 1:1-3:6—Judges’ narratives will 

demonstrate how the apostasy developed and how the Lord responded.  

Each cycle will also demonstrate a decline in the character of the judges 

as well as of the society.  These passages are a guide for reading the 

individual narratives. 

o 1 and 2 Samuel: 

� 1 Samuel 1-7 are dominated by the apostasy of the period of the 

judges with Samuel sent by the Lord as a corrective.  A key 

passage is chapter 7 for there we see: 

• the Lord’s willingness and capacity to deliver His people, 

and 

• the need for a return the Lord by the covenant 

community. 

� 1 Samuel 8-31 is dominated by demand for a king and then by 

Saul and his failure.  Chapters 8 and 12 are key passages for both 

books of Samuel and chapter 15 is particularly important for 

understanding Saul’s reign. 

� 2 Samuel is dominated by David as king, over Judah and then over 

Israel as well.  Chapters 5 and 7 are key to understanding the 

book. 
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o 1 Kings 12-2 Kings 17: 2 Kings 17:7-23 provides an interpretative 

framework for reading the narratives since Solomon’s time in 1 and 2 

Kings: Israel’s repeated betrayal of the Lord by refusing to listen to the 

prophets and by serving other deities.  However, do not miss also the 

reference to the divine patience over an extended period. 

o 2 Kings 18-25: Hezekiah’s and Josiah’s reforms demonstrate what was 

needed but also what was rejected by the nation of Judah and its leaders 

with 2 Kings 21:7-16 as a key passage.  Notice the failure to exclusively 

acknowledge the Lord as God and the injustice that flowed from such 

failure and then finally, the divine judgement. 

 

 

2. Know the literary context thoroughly so that you understand how the narrative fits 

into the contents of the overall book.  For instance, Saul’s consultation of the 

medium at Endor in 1 Samuel 28 is the outworking of decisions by Saul much earlier. 

 

3. Look for comments by the author—these might assist you identify the theological 

concerns of the narrative.  The author in biblical narratives—except for the first 

person narratives in Ezra and Nehemiah—presents the divine perspective to the 

reader and therefore offers authoritative comments on the characters and events in 

the narrative.  For instance, the comment in 1 Samuel 2:25 on the recalcitrance of 

Eli’s sons. 

 

4. For each narrative, look for the problem or issue that drives the entire story.  This is 

found near the beginning of the narrative.  Then look for how individuals and God 

interact until finally the problem or issue is resolved.  For instance, the driving issue 

in 1 Samuel 15 is the divine instruction for the destruction of the Amalekites; Saul’s 

disobedience and its consequences fuel the remainder of the narrative. 

 

5. Your application will stem from the issue that drives the individual narrative 

understood in relation to the theological concerns of the book. 

a. For instance, given that the books of Samuel are about the relationship of 

earthly kingship and divine kingship within the Sinai covenant context, then the 

issue in 1 Samuel 15 in some way relates to theological concern.  So, Saul’s 

patent failure to honour the divine instruction because of his fear of his soldiers 

was a lesson on how earthly kingship should not function in ancient Israel.  Saul’s 

conduct had compromised the divine king’s reputation.  Your application will 

take up this matter by: 

i. Relating it to Jesus as the one who perfectly did His Father’s will and now 

rules in the authority of the Father for the benefit of his people (if you 

want to take your hearers to the gospel directly), or 

ii. Relating it to the need for us to honour by obedience the directives of our 

divine king, Jesus the Messiah.  You could take this in any of a number of 

directions. 
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b. Of course, another application could derive from more incidental matters in the 

narrative (i.e. not matters of prime concern to the author in expressing the 

primary theological concerns of the books of Samuel).  For instance, you might 

want to draw attention to Saul’s self-aggrandizing and his weakness in not 

withstanding the pressure of his soldiers with reference to passages that tell us 

not to be self-aggrandizing or to be morally strong to not give in to peer pressure 

to commit sin.  In this approach, the passage is used as an illustration of lessons 

stated explicitly elsewhere in the Scriptures.  This is OK but it has less power than 

the applications that stem more directly from the concerns of the author. 

OT Poetry 

Suitable resources 

� Tremper Longman III’s How to Read the Psalms. 

� John Goldingay’s Psalms, volume 1 (Baker Commentary). 

 

The challenges 

The challenges of drawing applications from the psalms are primarily two: 

1. Their sentiments are seemingly sub-Christian; 

2. How can the experiences and emotions of the songs of ancient Israel teach us 

now?  More precisely, how does God speak through words that were penned to 

be God-ward? Put differently, in the psalms we find a closer interweaving of 

God’s words and human thoughts such that it is not so easy to say, “At this point 

God is speaking authoritatively to us and at that point, it is the writer who is 

speaking from experience”. 

 

Guidelines 

Books on the psalms will guide you on how to make sense of the poetic features of the 

material in the psalms, such as Longman’s book mentioned above.  My concern is to 

provide guidelines for using the psalms as literature in a Christian context. 

 

1. We need to appreciate that the psalms were the sacred songs of ancient Israel, sung 

by a people living under the Sinai covenant (and in many instances, under the 

Davidic covenant).  As such, the psalms collection consists of laments, praises, 

thankgiving and confession.  They express doubts, frustrations, faith, joy, gratitude, 

questions and profoundly felt pleas for help.  But the psalms express more than 

emotions for they contain responses in faith or in doubt to various circumstances.  

As such, the psalms identify critical convictions about Yahweh that informed their 

responses and their address to the Lord.  Therefore, the psalms can not only be 

vehicles for expressions of our emotions and thoughts to God but they also provide 

samples of how faith convictions can be brought into play in the varied 

circumstances of life.  To use military terminology, the psalms provide us with the 

“rules for engagement” between our Creator/Redeemer and us, the fallen 

redeemed living in a fallen world. 
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2. With these points in mind, let us turn to how we might profitably teach from the 

psalms. 

o By encouraging fellow Christians to be honest with God about life.  The 

capacity to do this stems from grasping that we are redeemed sinners still 

living in the now-not-yet period of history.  We have all blessings in Christ but 

the experience of this “all” is still coming.  In the meanwhile, we delight, we 

struggle, we get confused, we exercise faith and we have questions.  There is 

ambiguity in the life of faith that cannot be resolved by us.  Beings children of 

our heavenly Father means that we rely on the One who does not share our 

confusion or limitation but who guides us through the situations of difficulty 

and challenge.  

o By encouraging fellow Christians to grasp key doctrines of our faith and 

allowing those to inform our prayers and our minds.  In other words, plead 

with God to show us how those doctrines make a difference in the 

circumstances that trouble us or which delight us.  Plead with God on the 

basis of His character, His promises and His declared purposes.  Pray to God 

on the basis of the relationship which God has established with us. 

o By encouraging fellow Christians to praise God for His greatness.  Teach them 

to open their eyes and see the glory of God just as the psalmists did.  Teach 

them to praise God on the basis of that glory demonstrated in history.  Praise 

God for His glory evident in the lives of fellow Christians. 

o By encouraging fellow Christians to talk to God not with answers but with 

conviction.  Let us allow God to work out the “how”, let us focus on the 

“what” and “why” in our prayers for deliverance, etc.  This is what we see in 

the psalms where the focus is on addressing God about the “what” and 

“why”. 

o By encouraging fellow Christians to develop both a corporate and an 

individual spirituality.  In other words, teach a corporate relationship 

between God and His people, not just that of two individuals. 

 

3. The psalms are used in the NT for some of the above purposes, but they are also 

used to explain the Messiah’s person and ministry.  It is not that the psalms were 

necessarily were written to function as prediction about the Messiah and nothing 

else.  Rather, the matters of which they speak found peculiar relevance in the 

earthly life and ministry of the Messiah.  For instance, Psalm 2 was penned about 

the Davidic descendants who ruled in Jerusalem over the Lord’s domain and people.  

However, the opposition to the Lord’s rule through his designated king but the 

irresistible authority and power of the “son” find especial relevance to the “greater 

son of David” (e.g. Acts 4:25-26) . 

OT Prophecy and Apocalyptic  

Suitable resources 

� B.S. Sandy’s Plowshares and Pruning Hooks. 

 



Intro to Preaching   

Week 10  

Biblical Theology and Genre in Preaching   

Chris Jolliffe  12 

 

The challenges 

The challenges for the preacher in working with prophetic and apocalyptic literature 

centre upon: 

1. the obscurity of meaning of the poetry of the oracles; 

2. the seemingly endless repetition of oracles of accusation and judgement; 

3. the focus on the nation rather than upon the individual in the oracles; 

4. the blurry vision for the future portrayed in numerous oracles. 

 

Guidelines 

Here are guidelines for grasping the teaching intention of an oracle and then moving to 

formulation of an application. 

 

1. Study the historical context and its theological nuances to grasp the shaping of the 

content and foci of the Lord’s messages (e.g. exile and loss of land and national pride 

set the context for prophecies that focussed on return to the land with widespread 

support and amazement from the nations about Judah’s recovery).  Commentaries 

will help here in their introductory material. 

 

2. Understand the nature of the language, especially metaphor, and focus on intent 

rather than upon details.  We have a tendency to over-read the details because we 

tie the truth value of the pronouncements to the literal fulfilment of the details—a 

misreading of the text.  Sandy’s chapters 3-5 are especially useful. 

 

a. For instance, the vision of the new temple in Ezekiel chapters 40-47 is not a 

series of photographs of a future temple but a series of visual aids each 

designed to teach the hearers about their current situation (consider the 

vision in the Temple in chapters 8-11) and how that must change. 

b. An illustration of how metaphor in prophetic language works can be found in 

1 Kings 14:11 and 15:29 (and also in 16:4). 

 

3. Be aware of the limited scope of the predictions; they were not intended to present 

a comprehensive vision of the new world order in all detail.  Each prophetic book 

had its own vision for the future.  So, in Isaiah chapters 9 and 11 for instance, the 

ideal king of the future was God’s response to encourage the hearers that their 

experiences of lousy kings would not be forever. Do not turn impressionist paintings 

into photographs. 

 

4. Understand prophetic purposes (see Sandy, p.131): 

 

a. Persuasion (to repent and acknowledge the need for repentance), 

b. prosecution (pronounce divine judgements and so get the audience to 

respond), 

c. prediction of the future in God’s planning: of actions of judgement and of 

restoration and blessing. 
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Each of these purposes was intended to make an impact upon the hearers then and 

there.  Look for these purposes and then utilise them in your application. 

 

As you utilise the above guidelines, you should consider take these details into account. 

 

a. God’s character: most prophets emphasize an aspect of the divine character (that 

had been forgotten by their hearers) that could be captured in application: patience, 

holiness, gloriousness, etc.   

b. God and His people in relationship in action:  The prophets portray interaction 

between God and God’s people.  When God spoke through the prophets a response 

was expected.  So, rather than portray the relationship in mechanical terms as “you 

did so and so, God will do such and such”, we should allow for open-endedness.  For 

instance, consider the observation by Jeremiah’s supporters in 26:17-19. 

c. Taking God and ourselves seriously: God takes Himself seriously and He expects us 

to do the same.  God takes us seriously and He expects us to accept the 

responsibility and live according to the relationship into which He has brought us. 

d. God’s vision: It is essential that God’s vision for the future as presented through the 

prophets is captured in our preaching.  Let us not keep our hearers thinking or 

responding as though under the Sinai covenant.  Do not encourage them to respond 

to the messages of persuasion and prosecution with legalism or works-salvation.  

Take them to the grace of God shown in the gospel while urging them to live as men 

and women in Christ (e.g. Colossians 3:1).  But more than this, we must take up our 

eternal hope for like the prophets’ original audiences, we live with portraits for the 

ideal future and live for that time. 

e. God’s commitment to persuade and encourage  When preaching from the prophets, 

we should go all out to make our communication as effective as we can.  God did not 

spare the prophets as He sought to get the attention of the hearesr and to persuade 

and encourage them.  We should adopt a similar commitment when preaching from 

the prophets.  The prophetic material is essentially pastoral, so too should our 

preaching.  

f. Creatively use prosecution and predictions of judgement: There is no need to 

burden your audience week after week with oracles of accusation (persuasion and 

prosecution) and judgement (prediction).  Rather, you can take the line “Let us not 

imitate their errors.  Rather let us .”.  It might also be helpful not to create a series 

that runs through every passage of a prophetic book.  That can become tiresome 

because it narrows down the hearers’ perspective from the more joyful perspective 

of living as members of God’s community. 

 

 Preaching from Daniel 

 

Knowledge of the overall theological concerns of Daniel is essential before preaching 

from any one of the chapters.  This knowledge will help you identify the purpose of each 
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narrative or vision and it will rescue you from blowing minor details out into major 

points of teaching. 

 

The message of Daniel is quite straightforward: 

1. God is sovereign, and 

2. is therefore in control of events which His people will experience, including ongoing 

persecution, and 

3. He will finally establish His kingdom. 

4. Therefore, the readers were to persist in there faithfulness to the Lord and not to be 

discouraged. 

 

Notice the mixture of teaching about God’s character and purposes as a foundation for 

“application” to the reader.  The latter is meaningless and in a vacuum unless it is 

grounded in the character and purposes of God—so be sure to connect the two properly 

in your preaching. 

 

 Narratives in Daniel 

 

1. Narrative is more than story.  A narrative has cause and effect (plot) and it has a 

driving issue and resolution.  We might view the story as the basic sequence of 

events whereas the narrative presents an explanation for the sequence in terms of 

cause and effect.  In other words, in a narrative the story is “explained” or made 

understandable to the reader. 

2. But biblical narratives serve theological and pastoral purposes.  They teach truths 

from the Creator and Redeemer God which were meant to make an impact upon the 

readers.  Sometimes these various lessons are explicitly stated but more often the 

author presents them subtly and will only be noticed by the alert reader.  How are 

these purposes conveyed in narratives? 

a. Through characters (both the evil and the exemplary) 

b. Through God’s speech 

c. Through the broader context that informs our reading of the narrative.  For 

instance, we read Daniel 2 in the context of chapter 1 in which we learn of 

the main characters and of God’s active presence at the geographical heart 

of Babylonian power. 

d. Through authorial comments (Daniel 1:9). 

3. Chapter 1: 

a. What is the storyline? 

b. What is the issue driving this narrative?  What needs addressing? 

c. Where is God mentioned? 

d. Where does the author provide information that stands outside the story? 

e. How does this narrative express the purposes of Daniel as a whole? 

f. Relevance to us as Christians?  How does it help us understand the gospel? 

 

 Visions in Daniel 
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1. Visions should be read as visions, not as narratives.  Visions can have a narrative 

quality insofar as they have a sort of storyline, but they are different from narratives 

in that they present a reality different from our everyday experience.  Visions were a 

useful medium by which the Lord could communicate truths that could be better 

appreciated by the recipients without all the complications of everyday life with its 

questions.  What is more, visions could package truths in a manner that was more 

engaging of the imagination and the emotions, which meant that could be more 

persuasive and have a more dramatic impact.  Perhaps we can liken them to 

children’s talks in church insofar as adults find those more engaging presentations 

than the “emotionally flatter” sermon. 

2. When studying the visions for preaching, look for the main point and then relate 

that to the overall theological and pastoral concerns of the book.  The main point is 

actually easier to identify than we imagine—the trick is not to let the more bizarre 

elements of the vision to distract us.  Above all, do not reduce visions to mere 

predictions of the future events—they are  far more than that. 

3. Chapter 7: 

a. What is the “storyline”? 

b. What does God do or say in the vision? 

c. Is there a central issue driving the vision? 

d. How does the vision conclude? 

e. How does the vision express the concerns of Daniel? 

f. How does this help us understand the gospel?  What relevance does the 

vision’s purpose have for us who are also the people of the living God? 

 

 

 

NT Genres 

 

References 

Sidney Greidanus, The Modern Preacher and the Ancient Text (Leicester; IVP: 1988), 

Chapters 11 & 12. 

1. Introduction 

 

God chose to reveal himself through different types and forms of literature and each 

one has to carefully handled if we are not to distort its message. 

Many Christians tend to read the Bible “flatly” i.e. with a single view across all the 

literature. This is often a more literal view or sometimes a simplistic spiritual view. 

 

But each form of literature has its own rules of interpretation. The following is not 

meant to be a complete guide to preaching from the different genres of the NT, but 

illustrative of some of the things that ought to be considered when doing so. 
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2.  Gospels 

What sort of literature are the gospels? 

• This has been argued about in the scholarly world for a long time. 

• Most agree they are fairly unique in terms of ancient literature. 

• Theological biography of Jesus is probably closest description 

 

But then within the gospels there are also different types of literature and literary 

devices: 

• Literature - Parables, miracles, teaching, proclamation, narrative, stories etc. 

• Devices – hyperbole and exaggeration, structure & arrangement of material, 

irony, allegory, supernatural material. 

 

What things do we need to look out for when preaching on the gospels? 

 

(a) Literary Context – the immediate flow or context of the presentation of Jesus’ life is 

important to discover how we can the text fits into a larger whole and 

meaning. 

 

(b) Setting – The setting of Jesus or the gospel writer, the audience Jesus spoke to or the 

early church? 

• The setting of the gospel writer is primary (which includes the setting for 

Jesus in many cases). 

• The setting for the early church is the next most important. This is because 

the gospels in the record of salvation history are somewhat 

transitional (spanning the movement between the old and new 

covenants), even within the gospels themselves (e.g. Luke 9, 10, 22). 

The Spirit of God had not yet been given and some concerns of Jesus 

teaching to the Jews fade into the background in the rest of the NT 

e.g. Kingdom of God, Corban, Son of Man, while others emerge later 

e.g. circumcision, ongoing application of law of Moses etc. 

 

(c) Parallel occurrences – comparing parallel passages is not for the purpose of 

harmonizing but to give an appreciation of different kind of distinctives 

and the contexts in which various forms of teaching can occur. e.g. 

Sermon on the Mount/Plain (Matt. 5, Luke 6). 

 

(d) Purpose – While there may be an overall common purpose of proclaiming the good 

news about Jesus in the gospels, there are also specific authorial 

purposes to each which need to be taken into account when preaching. 

• Mark – Proclaiming the necessity for Jesus to be a suffering Messiah 

• Matthew – Addresses the Jewish Community to assure his readers Jesus is 

the Jewish Messiah. 
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• Luke – Writes to Theophilus (and other Greeks most likely) to present Jesus 

as the Saviour of the World (note 1:1-4). 

• John – Probably writes to Jews of the dispersion presenting Jesus as the 

“Christ, the Son of God” who offers eternal life. 

 

(e) Rules for particular forms 

• Miracles e.g. Mark 4:35-41 

⇒ Where does the story fit? 

⇒ What is the main purpose of the author? 

⇒ OT context cf. Ps. 107:23-31 

⇒ Application – Jesus can calm all your storms???? 

 

• Parables e.g. Luke 15 

⇒ Parables are fiction! They tell a story that communicates truth 

but they are not historical stories. 

⇒ One should therefore look for an overall point unless the text 

indicates otherwise (e.g. Mark 4). 

⇒ Who are the main characters and what are their roles in the 

parable? 

⇒ How does it begin and end. 

3. Acts of the Apostles – History 

 

I classify Acts as theological history. It is real history of the life and times of the early 

church. But it is put together with a focused theological interest which in many ways 

explains the selectivity of the material. 

 

So when preaching from Acts it is important to remember all the rules that apply to 

narratives such as: 

• The importance of context – where does the passage occur in the larger 

flow? 

• The descriptive rather than prescriptive nature of the material – “is” does 

not necessarily mean “ought”. How then does one interpret “ought” 

for us when preaching on Acts? 

• The temptation to allegorise, moralise or spiritualise the material. 

4. Letters 

 

Much of God’s word to us in the NT comes to us in the form of letters. 

It is clear from their form that they are hardly private letters (since written to whole 

churches) and even when they seem to be written to private individuals, it seems that 
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they were still considered to be public documents for the benefit of the church as a 

whole. 

 

Many of the features of preaching on the gospels could be repeated here. 

 

Some distinctives may be as follows: 

 

• The historical context is vital (the debate about Romans) 

• Logic of the argument – narratives often follow a temporal sequence 

whereas letters a logical sequence. 

• Connectives (and, but, so, therefore, because) are therefore very important 

to understand the argument. 

• The cultural conditioning of the text – letters often have application specific 

to the particular situation which is culturally expressed in ways that 

no longer exist e.g. 1 Cor. 8 and 11. 

5. Revelation 

 

The book of Revelation while in one sense being a letter (written by John to the seven 

churches and ends with a normal form of blessing) classifies itself as prophecy (22:19), 

but it is clear that is it is a particular form of prophecy i.e. apocalyptic writing. 

 

The medium of such writing is visionary and highly symbolic. Real persons and events 

are displayed with imagination and unlifelike details. 

 

We need therefore to take accounts of the following: 

 

• Clues to the meaning of symbols in the text e.g. 1:20; 17:1, 5, 18; 21:9-10. 

• Structure and flow of the text as a whole and then the function of texts 

within that overall picture. 

• Concentrate on what the text and its symbols say about God and his 

purposes. 

 

 

� Pray to finish 
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Appendix 1 – Old Testament Timeline
1 

                                                 
1
  G. Goldsworthy, The Goldsworthy Trilogy (Cumbria: Paternoster Press, 2000), 36. 


