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Introductions 

 

� Students – Who, Where serving in ministry? Preaching Experience? 

 

� KDN – not an expert preacher – there are better preachers. 

 

� Pray – as a class. 

 - what we learn together 

 - in thanks to God for giving us his Word so that we have something 

important to say 

 - for those who will hear us preach 

 - for ourselves as preachers. 
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• Course outline and assessments later – more important to get into the 

Bible and our topic. 

 

What is Preaching? 

 

2 Timothy 3:16-4:5 

• Verse 16 – gives us our authorised text book – but more the words of God. 

• Of all things that God’s word is useful for (which are many) – of particular 

importance is teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness. 

•  Notice there are two categories there – there are doctrinal instructions 

and then ethical instructions: 

  Doctrinal – teaching and rebuking 

  Ethical – correcting and training in righteousness  

• Taken together there is a fairly robust description what God’s word is good for – 

and as applied appropriately fundamental for edifying the person of God for life 

and service. 

  We need to be instructed in: 

  - Doctrine - that which is true and fundamental (the why) and 

  - Christian Life – that which is right and proper in the way we live (the how). 

 

• Notice that with each of those categories there is a positive and negative. 

 Doctrinal – teaching (positive) and rebuking (negative) 

 Ethical – correcting (negative) and training in righteousness (positive) 

 We need instruction which is positive – it shows the way forward. 

 But it is also helpful to have instruction which is sometimes negative in character 

– it shows us where we have gone wrong. 

 

Let me briefly mention each because that will help us as we come to consider 

what it means to preach. 

 

• Teach – that is to explain the scriptures – to instruct a person is what scripture 

says and means.  

    didaskali,adidaskali,adidaskali,adidaskali,a, aj f what is taught, teaching, doctrine; act of teaching, 

instruction (Matt. 15:9; Mk. 7:7; Rom. 12:7; 15:4; Eph. 4:14; Col. 2:22; 1 Tim. 
1:10; 4:1, 6, 13, 16; 5:17; 6:1, 3; 2 Tim. 3:10, 16; 4:3; Tit. 1:9; 2:1, 7, 10) 

•  When we preach – we teach and edify the listener in what is true and 

about God and his ways. 

•  As people hear us preach – their understanding of God ought to be built 

up and improved so they know him better, love him more, and can better serve 

him. 

 

• Rebuke – that is to demonstrate strong disapproval. The idea of confronting and 

showing falsehood. 
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    e;legxije;legxije;legxije;legxij, ewj f rebuke; e;cw e;Å be rebuked (2 Pe 2.16) 

•  Word only used here and in 2 Peter 2:16 – although used in other greek 

writing. 

•  As a Pastor I am often surprised by the wrong doctrinal ideas the 

members of my church have picked up over the years – from previous church 

experiences, from books, TV, their own presuppositions, from incorrect teaching 

that may have received, from times when I have taught without clarity. 

 - e.g. – Book given to my wife this week by a well-meaning congregation 

member – unhelpful theology yet commended by the giver. 

  - reading the Bible with a non-Christian yesterday – who has a 

church upbringing. (works over grace) 

•  The preachers job is to gently, but firmly open the scripture and 

intentionally and carefully contradict false doctrine. 

 

• Correction – that is to restore or improve – it is an ethical term. 

 [UBS] evpano,rqwsijevpano,rqwsijevpano,rqwsijevpano,rqwsij, ewj f correcting faults   

•  Only used here in the NT but again a popular term in ancient Greek 

•  Paul is saying here that scripture is useful for restoring a Christian’s 

ethical character from where it has fallen into disrepair. 

•  The preacher’s job is to carefully look at their own life, and to that of 

those they preach to and correct with the intention that you improve or restore 

the way people live their lives for God. 

 

• Training in Righteousness – the idea of upbringing – similar to the way you 

would think about raising a child. Forming them, helping to develop their 

character. This includes the idea of positive discipline in order to help the child to 

mature. 

    paidei,apaidei,apaidei,apaidei,a, aj f discipline; instruction, training  (Eph. 6:4; 2 Tim. 3:16; Heb. 

12:5, 7f, 11) 

• Our preaching ought to help those who hear to mature – we are aiming to 

(under God) build up the Christian and train them up to full maturity. 

 

 

� Questions/Comments 

 

• Does that mean that of you handle Scripture in these ways that it will be 

received as intended? Not necessarily! 

• Whilst the preacher should work hard to ensure that handle the Word of God 

with these intentions, the listener also has a part to play. 

• Paul sees that reality only too well – look how the passage continues. 
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• verse 3 – a time when men will not put up with sound doctrine (Are we living in 

that time! – the emphasis in the passage is that there will always be those times 

ahead) 

• they listen to what suits 

• gather those around that will say what they want to hear – what their ‘itching 

ears’ want to hear. 

• Verse 4 – turn from truth to myths. 

 

• Who is this talking about – who are those men? 

   - expect that to be those who are outsiders 

   - but we can not say it is only – verse 2 ‘Preach the Word in an out 

of season’ – I suspect Paul has in mind foremost – those who are part of the church. 

Those who Timothy is being instructed to – who will have good and bad seasons. 

 

 

 Preach the Word 

 

• The basic meaning the word we translate for preach (khru,sswkhru,sswkhru,sswkhru,ssw ) is ‘To make an 

official announcement – to shout out a decree. 

•  This week in the UK the town crier announced the birth of the new prince 

(Prince George). 

•  To preach is to call out, to proclaim. 

 

[UBS] khru,ssw khru,ssw khru,ssw khru,ssw proclaim, make known, preach   

 [KDN - look at each of the verses in bold] 

(Matt. 3:1; 4:17, 23; 9:35; 10:7, 27; 11:1; 24:14; 26:13; Mk. 1:4, 7, 14, 1:38-39, 
45; 3:14; 5:20; 6:12; 7:36; 13:10; 14:9; 16:15, 20; Lk. 3:3; 4:18f, 44; 8:1, 39; 9:2; 
12:3; 24:47; Acts 8:5; 9:20; 10:37, 42; 15:21; 19:13; 20:25; 28:31; Rom. 2:21; 
10:8, 14f; 1 Co. 1:23; 9:27; 15:11f; 2 Co. 1:19; 4:5; 11:4; Gal. 2:2; 5:11; Phil. 
1:15; Col. 1:23; 1 Thess. 2:9; 1 Tim. 3:16; 2 Tim. 4:2; 1 Pet. 3:19; Rev. 5:2) – 60 
times 
 

• A second word that we use to translate as preach is euvaggeli,zweuvaggeli,zweuvaggeli,zweuvaggeli,zw - Here the idea is 

very much linked with the calling out of good news. 

[UBS] euvaggeli,zw euvaggeli,zw euvaggeli,zw euvaggeli,zw act. and midd. bring the good news, preach the good news 

(sometimes preach the good news to, e.g. Ac 8.25); preach, proclaim; pass. hear 
the good news (of persons); be preached (of things)   
 [KDN - look at each of the verses in bold] 

(Matt. 11:5; Lk. 1:19; 2:10; 3:18; 4:18, 4:43; 7:22; 8:1; 9:6; 16:16; 20:1; Acts 
5:42; 8:4, 12, 25, 35, 40; 10:36; 11:20; 13:32; 14:7, 15, 21; 15:35; 16:10; 17:18; 
Rom. 1:15; 10:15; 15:20; 1 Co. 1:17; 9:16, 18; 15:1f; 2 Co. 10:16; 11:7; Gal. 1:8f, 
11, 16, 23; 4:13; Eph. 2:17; 3:8; 1 Thess. 3:6; Heb. 4:2, 6; 1 Pet. 1:12, 25; 4:6; 
Rev. 10:7; 14:6) – 54 times 

•  To preach is to call out, to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ. 
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•  And of course news is not news unless it is broadcast. 

 

That does not mean only evangelistic preaching (we have seen that in 2 Tim 3:16-4:5) – 

but that will be part of it. 

 

� Questions/Comments 

 

So what is preaching? 

 

• Does it have to do with style, method, content or purpose?.....  

 

• Sam Chan (in the SMBC Book, ch 1 pg 1) sees problems with defining preaching 

according to method…….  

 

He defines preaching theologically as… 

a joint activity between God and the preacher: God speaking his 

Word, through the human proclamation of God’s Word, which 

the Spirit applies to the hearer (ch 1, pg 2).  

 

Peter Adam on the other hand sees preaching as a particular type of activity within the 

wider ministry of the Word of God. 

 

• There are many activities of the Word of God such as evangelizing 

unbelievers, training and equipping believers, counselling, public reading of 

Scripture and what we call preaching (Ch 4, pg 60-61). 

• He notes Jesus’ own ministry of the Word….. (Ch 4, pg 59-60) 

Thus Adam defines preaching as… 

the explanation and application of the Word to the 

congregation of Christ, in order to produce corporate 

preparation for service, unity of faith, maturity, growth and 

upbringing.(ch 4, pg 84) 

• He sees it to the assembled congregation of Christ (pg 61) and is understood as a 

public formal monologue (pg 59). 

 

Phillip Jensen (my old boss) defines preaching through the lens of his aim as a preacher 

and he picks up some of the sentiment of Peter Adam… 

My aim is to preach the gospel by prayerfully expounding the 

Bible to the people God has given me to love. (ch 2, pg 22) 

 

• You should see there that Phillip makes explicit the idea of preaching the gospel. 
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I like both of these definitions, although don’t hear the definition to say that preaching 

is confined to only believers. Preaching to an assembled body of people will and should 

include both believers and unbelievers and so one may preach the Word of God to a 

public assembly which is not a congregation of Christ (e.g. Paul in Acts 17) and I would 

call this preaching. 

 

Theological Preaching Convictions  

 

There are a number of ways this could be put, but I am using (with some additions from 

others) John Stott’s fivefold breakup in chapter 3 of I Believe in Preaching as follows: 

 

1. A Conviction about God – “the kind of God we believe in determines the kind 

sermons we preach” 

• What we know and think of the character of God will very much shape the 

way we preach. 

•  God is perfect (Matt 5:48) 

•  God is all powerful (Heb 4:12) 

•  God is holy (Rev 4:8) and creator (Gen 1, Ps 8, Rev 4:11) 

•  God is light (1 John 1:5). Among other things this means he is open and 

not secretive. People do not know God because he hides from them, but 

because they hide from him! 

•  God has acted - he has revealed himself through deeds, supremely in the 

incarnation, death and resurrection of his Son, Jesus Christ. 

•  God has spoken – he has communicated with his people via speech. This 

is what makes him different from the false Gods and idols (Ps. 115:3-8; Is. 

41:21-23, 25-28).  

  The God of the Bible is known by people not primarily by sight but 

by sound. Israel would hear his Word, they would not see his face. 

  The incarnation of course assumes that God is a speaking God. 

“The words of Jesus reflect the God who speaks” (Peter Adam pg 17) - cf. Mat. 

4:4; John 7:16; 8:47; 17:8; Heb. 1:1-2. 

 

2. A Conviction about Scripture 

 

• Scripture is God’s Word written. From the beginning of God’s dealings with 

Israel, God has commanded that his words be written down for the 

instruction of future generations (cf. Ex. 34:27; 12:14).  

• In the time of Jeremiah (30:1-2) and in the New Testament it is acknowledged 

that God’s words and dealings with his people were written down as Scripture 

(2 Tim. 3:16) for future generations (1 Cor. 10:11; Rom. 15:4). Hence… 

• God still speaks through what he has spoken (Hebrews 3-4) 

• God’s Word is powerful (Is. 55:11; Rom. 1:16; Heb. 4:12) 

 



Intro to Preaching   

Week 1  

Preaching Foundations    

Ken D Noakes  7 

3. A Conviction about the Church 

 

• The church is the creation of God by his Word. In the OT God’s people are 

established by obedience to his voice (Gen. 15:1-6; Ex. 19:3-6). In the NT the 

church is brought about through the apostles who are bearers of God’s Word 

(1 Thess 2:13) and they expect the churches to believe their instruction and 

obey their commands (2 Thess. 3). 

• Thus the “Word of God is the sceptre by which Christ rules the Church and the 

food with which he nourishes it” (Stott, pg 109). 

• In fact without the Word – the church ceases to be the church. It loses its 

authority and its voice. 

 

4. A Conviction about the Pastorate 

 

• The church (under God) depends on pastoral oversight – the shepherding of 

the sheep under the chief shepherd (1 Peter 5:1-4). Hence the appointment 

of elders and overseers in the early churches (Acts 20:28; Titus 1:5) 

• Such feeding is primarily exercised through the ministry of the Word (Eph. 

4:11; 1 Tim. 4:13; 2 Timothy 4:1-5; Titus 1:9). 

 

5. A Conviction about Preaching 

• And so given these theological foundations - Stott in relation to preaching 

claims that “all true Christian preaching is expository preaching” because its 

aim is to expound the truth of the text.  

• Expository preaching exposes the truth contained in the text rather than 

imposes on the text what is not there. It is saying what they Bible wants said. 

• Expository preaching is not primarily about style (a running commentary), or 

form (intro, three points, conclusion, pray) - it is about content (biblical truth).  

 

Preaching in this subject will aim to help us to be expository preachers. 

 

� Questions/Comments 

 

 

Expository Preaching 

 

• Expository preaching is a particular type of preaching. 

• Haddon Robinson defines expository preaching as follows: 

 

The communication of a biblical concept, derived from and 

transmitted through a historical, grammatical, and literary 

study of a passage in its context, which the Holy Spirit first 
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applies to the personality and experience of the preacher, then 

through the preacher, applies to the hearers.(Ch 1, pg 20) 

 

• Mark Dever says it better: 

 

Expository preaching is preaching in which the main point of the 

biblical text being considered becomes the main point of the sermon 

being preached’ (Ch 3, pg 36) 

 

• Quite strongly Dever asserts that anything that is not rooted and tethered tightly 

to God’s Word is not preaching at all – it is just a speech (Ch 3, 36). 

 

What is not being said 

 

• In order to avoid some confusion, it may be helpful to clarify what we are not 

saying of expository preaching (Dever is very helpful here): 

 

1. We’re not saying expositional preaching has to go verse by verse through a book of 

the Bible. 

 

• That can be a good approach – in fact a preferred approach, but that is not the 

only way to preach the meaning of a text. 

 

2. We’re not saying expositional preaching rules out topical preaching 

 

• Topical preaching is a very helpful way to help a church look at some of the key 

doctrines which the Bible addresses across its scope. 

• Topical preaching is a very helpful to address particular issues that a church, 

community, or society are dealing with. 

• But if topical sermons were the only form that a congregation heard then as a 

preacher we will not be helping the listener to a. read their Bibles sequentially, 

or b. to understand the unfolding plan of salvation as revealed through the Bible. 

• The diet will be unhelpful. 

 

3. We’re not saying expositional preaching is just a series of lectures, the main goal of 

which is information transfer. 

 

• Boring, irrelevant, unapplied, verbal stream of data. As interesting as the 

Pluperfect active indicative second person plural form of  avgapa,w avgapa,w avgapa,w avgapa,w may be!  

• A head full, but a heart cold and unbothered. 

• Expositional preaching should proclaim a text of Scripture to the listener in a way 

that drives to their heart. 
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4. We’re not saying expositional preaching is marked by a particular style. 

 

• Every preacher is different and should have their own style. 

• Expository preaching is about method, not style. 

• It is about driving into the text and allowing the text to shape the message for 

the benefit of those who will hear the proclamation. 

 

5. We’re not saying expositional preaching is not evangelistic preaching. 

 

• It is and it must be 

• Luke 24:25-27 – Jesus clearly says that all the scripture testify to him – and so 

should our sermons. 

• If we preach the Bible, and we are rightly understanding it and drawing out its 

meaning – then we should be drawn to Jesus and him as Lord and Saviour. 

• Consider the way Paul does that in all the sermons/speeches of Acts. 

 

 

Necessary Elements of Expository preaching 

 

So Expository Preaching is marked by these elements (and this is how Robinson tries to 

break it down): 

 

The Bible passage governs the sermon. In other words the “thought of the biblical writer 

determines the substance of an expository sermon” (Robinson pg 21-22). We would 

want to say, that God’s word governs the words spoken. 

Let me develop that a little (somewhat laboriously) 

• The Preacher communicates a concept. That is, expository preaching is more 

than just analysing the words or grammar or syntax. Rather it is drawing out the 

meaning. To do this “we must grapple with it [the Bible] on the level of ideas” 

(pg 23). 

• The concept comes from the text. The Preachers authority comes from the 

biblical text, not the preacher him/herself. So the Preacher must explain 

Scripture in order to focus the listener’s attention on the Bible. 

• And the concept is applied to the Preacher. Phillips Brooks famously said of 

preaching that it is “truth poured through personality” (Brooks cited in Robinson 

pg 25). As such we affect the message and the message ought first of all confront 

the preacher and bring the preacher to maturity. What a privilege being the 

preacher. 
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• Then finally - the concept is applied to the hearers. Preacher should think on 

three levels.  

  - First as exegetes (struggle with the meaning),  

  - second as people of God (how does God want to change me)  

  - and importantly third as preachers (what does God want to say to the 

congregation through us).  

“Application gives expository preaching purpose” (pg 27 cf. 2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

 The Value of Expository Preaching 

 

Carson (404, in Robinson and Larson chapter 108) lists 6 reasons why expository 

preaching deserves to be the primary method of proclamation: 

• It is the method least likely to stray from Scripture 

• It teaches people how to read their Bibles 

• It gives confidence to the preacher and authorizes the sermon 

• It meets the need for relevance without letting the clamour for relevance 

dictate the message 

• It forces the preacher to handle the tough questions 

• It enables the preacher to expound systematically the whole counsel of God 

(Acts 20:27) 

� Questions/Comments 

 

Others Forms of Preaching 

 

1. Topical Preaching – the sermon is structured according to the nature of the topic 

rather than the biblical text(s) on which it is based. 

• On Bible characters 

• On theological themes 

• On contemporary issues 

2. Textual Preaching – the sermon takes its leading ideas from the text but then looks 

elsewhere in Scripture for much of its development. Some see it 

as a hybrid of expository and topical preaching (Mathewson 413 

in Robinson and Larson chapter 111). This type of preaching 

dominated the landscape in the latter half of the 19
th

 century 

and the first half of the 20
th

 century.  
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Course information 

 
Subject Outline 

Text book and recommended reading 

Topic outline and Speakers 

Assessments 

 Preaching under supervision 

 Short talks in Class 

 Reading Assignment (PC447) or Book Review (PC647) 

 

 

Finish in Prayer 


