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Basis of this seminar’s material is taken from Old Testament 1  MTC  Correspondence Course, (Sydney: MTC, 1995), Ch 1. 

The purpose of these notes are first to provide a summary of key points from the PTC Course Notes, and 
second to provide some extra information that may fill out your understanding of the subject in question. 

 
The Creation Narratives 

 
The Purpose of Creation 

• 2 Significant beginnings: 
a) Gen 1-11 - God’s creation and his provision and the 

role that sin takes in undermining the perfect 
creation (negative).  

b) Gen 12:1-3 – The Call of Abram and the beginning 
of God’s divine activity (positive).  

 

• All the problems of this world – personal, social, economic, 
ecological and racial – can be traced back to the human failure as 

explained in Gen 1-11. 

• What follows in all the rest of the Bible is the unfolding plan of God to bring his creation back into a 
perfect recreation. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exercise: 

• As you read through Genesis 1:1-2:3 take note if the structural references in the text (e.g. ‘And God 
said, Let there be...’, ‘there was morning and evening – the ? day’, ‘and God saw that is was good’). 
What do they tell you about God/his creation? Compare that with Ps 104. 

 
Creation 
 

• God brought everything into existence by his own sovereign action - by his word of command (‘And 
God said…’ 1:1, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24). When you look at the account, there is no way that anyone but 
God can be given credit for the creation of the world. 

• The writer’s purpose is not to explain the mechanical details of ‘how’ the world came into existence – 
his purpose is to convey the important theological truths – the creation account is there to tell us 
something about the creator. 

• Genesis 1 presents the fact of creation, Genesis 2 the purpose of creation. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• In the creation account – the making of humankind as ‘the image of God’ (Gen 1:26-31) is very 
significant. We are clearly created for a special relationship with God and with the rest of creation. We 
are to be God’s representatives on earth and with that God has given us the authority to rule the world 
under him. 

With this in mind, the rebellion against God in Genesis 3 is all the more tragic and it rejects not 
only what God has done for us, but it rejects God himself. 

Creation 
(Gen 1-2) 

Sin (Gen 3) & 
Human Failings 

 (the rest of the Bible) 

Redemption of 
Creation  

(Rev 21-22) 

Reflection: 

If the purpose of Creation to tell us something about the creator – how important is it for us to 
determine whether the world was made in seven 24-hour periods or longer? 

 

Reflection: 

What is your response to 

people who say they do not 

believe the Bible because 
science has disproved the 

Biblical Account of creation? 
 
Read Genesis 1-2 
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• At the end of the creation account – God rested. Note that this rest does not come to an end. 
Humankind was created to find their rest with God. The ‘rest’ involves the enjoyment of the unspoiled 
relationship with God (c.f. Gen 2:4b-25). 

Genesis 3 removes humankind from this ideal situation – what we then see in the rest of the 
Bible is the journey back to this ideal situation – it comes in the very last 2 chapters of the Bible 
Rev 21-22. 
 

• Chapter 2:4b-25 is not a second creation account – it focuses on the kind of relationship that 
humankind are called to live and the order in relationship in which they are called. 

 
 

• The relationship with God is basic – it is God who creates all things and it is 
God who establishes the terms for which all things should be enjoyed. 

• Man and Woman are to live under the command of God as a way of honoring 
God (Gen 2:16-17). This is not a negative picture – man and woman are ‘free 
to eat from and tree in the garden’. 

• It is worth noting that there is a specific order establishing the relationship 
between Man and Woman. Adam appears first – his role is to work in the 
Garden and care for it (2:15). The Lord recognizes that it is not good for him to 
be alone (animals don’t suffice) and so makes a helper suitable for him – 
woman is created (2:18-23). The special complementarity of the woman for the 
man is stressed in the marriage relationship (2:24-25). 

• Man is charged with the responsibility of caring for the world – he is the divine 
servant serving God and then the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
Discussion Groups: 

1) Why did God create the World? 
2) Why do you think that Genesis 1 presents so much detail about the creative activity of 

God? 
3) How should we respond to Genesis 2? 

 
For next Week: 
 

• Read Unit 1 (for this week) and Unit 2 (for next week). We will do the exercises in class.   

• Read as much of Genesis 3-11 as you can. 
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Reflection: 

If this is God’s order for the relationships in creation – in what way would this change if Humankind 

tried to change the order? 

 


