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Part 1 – Definitions: 
 
a) 2 words with overlapping components from Ancient Greek 
 

• Logia = utterances/sayings 
• Theos = God;  
• Doxa = Glory 

 
> Theology:  
> Doxology:  
 
Q: So what’s the difference? 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion:  
 
 
 
 
b) My Definition: 
 
Doxology:  
 
 
Theology:  
 
 
The content REQUIRES outburst; the outburst REQUIRES content. 
 
Q: What does this have to tell us about doing theology and doing 
doxology? 
 
Conclusion:  
 
 
 
  



 
c) Practical example of theology and doxology at work: 
 
Doxology in Romans 11:33-36 
 

33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and[i] knowledge 
of God! 
    How unsearchable his judgments, 
    and his paths beyond tracing out! 
34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord? 
    Or who has been his counselor?”[j] 
35 “Who has ever given to God, 
    that God should repay them?”[k] 
36 For from him and through him and for him are all things. 
    To him be the glory forever! Amen. 

 
Q: What is the theology behind this doxology? (Both the Romans 
text AND context) 
 
 
 
Q: What is the doxological component, and how does it do its 
work? 
 
 
 
d) John Stott on Theology & Worship (from commentary on 
Romans) 
 
(Helpfully defines theology as “what we believe about God”, and 
doxology as “our worship of God”) 

 
It is important to note from Romans 1-11 that theology (our 
belief about God) and doxology (our worship of God) should 
never be separated. On the one hand, there can be no 
doxology without theology. It is not possible to worship an 
unknown god. All true worship is a response to the self-
revelation of God in Christ and Scripture, and arises from our 
reflection on who he is and what he has done. It was the 
tremendous truths of Romans 1-11 which provoked Paul's 
outburst of praise in verses 33-36 of chapter 11. The worship of 
God is evoked, informed and inspired by the vision of God. 



Worship without theology is bound to degenerate into 
idolatry. Hence the indispensable place of Scripture in both 
public and private devotion. It is the Word of God which calls 
forth the worship of God.   
 
On the other hand, there should be no theology without 
doxology. There is something fundamentally flawed about a 
purely academic interest in God. God is not an appropriate 
object for cool, critical, detached, scientific observation and 
evaluation. No, the true knowledge of God will always lead us 
to worship, as it did Paul. Our place is on our faces before him 
in adoration.    
 
As I believe Bishop Handley Moule said at the end of the last 
century, we must "beware equally of an undevotional 
theology and of an untheological devotion." 

 
e) Group exercise: 
 
Write a succinct doxology about the following doctrines: 

1. Doctrine of the Trinity 
2. Doctrine of Creation 
3. Doctrine of Salvation 
4. Doctrine of the Church 
5. Doctrine of Escatology (last days) 

 
Step 1: Articulate some key points of the doctrine in simple 
language 
Step 2: Rephrase these points for an expression of praise 
Step 3: Lead us in praise 
 
  



 
Part 2 – The Psalms as Gospel-Shaped Praise: 
 
a) Dusting off the Psalms 
 
Stirred by a noble theme: The book of Psalms in the life of the 
church: Resurrect the use of the Psalms in regular Sunday 
gatherings, since they are the Bible’s own “hymnbook” or “prayer 
book”.  Some key points: 
 

1. The Psalms are for more than ______________, they are also 
for ____________________________. 
 

2. The Psalms are so Christologically oriented that 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 

 
3. The Psalms individually and the Book of Psalms as a whole 

are ________________________________. 
 
 
 
“To sing ‘songs’ in church, but not the Psalms, is like having 
preaching but not Bible reading” – Discuss. 
 
 
Example  
 
 
b) Finding the gospel in the Psalms 
 
NT Gospel Shaped “Psalm”: Phil 2:6-11 
– Objective but not subjective  

 
– Simple presentation of gospel in verse: U-shaped: Glory (6), 

Incarnation (7), Suffering (8), Exaltation (9), Worship [which is 
______________________] (10-11) 

 
– Verses 6-8: Which OT Psalms do these remind you of?  

 
– Verses 9-11: Which OT Psalms do these remind you of?  



 
 
OT Gospel Shaped Psalter 
 
- Each has its own historical context,  

 
- Profound compilation 

 
- Psalms 1-2 are Introductory: Finding happiness and 

meaningfulness in life by avoiding the way of destruction: 
 

o Ps 1: ___________________________________ 
 

o Ps 2: ___________________________________ 
 
- Book 1 (the remainder – Pss 3-41) outlines the problem: the 

Anointed One SUFFERS: 
 

o David is a ______________________________ 
 

o Examples of laments 
 
- Book 2 (42-72) the gap widens on David as the Messiah: 

 
o Ps 46-48 

 
o Ps 51  

 
o Ps 71  

 
o 45 and 72  

 
- Book 3 (73-89) it’s worse for Israel than we thought: Crisis of 

Exile 
 

o 73  
 

o 88 
 

o 89 – “But now you have cast off and rejected; you are full 
of wrath against your anointed”  

 



- Book 4 (90-106) Remember God keeps his covenant 
 

o Interesting detail: who turns up in Book 4?   
 

o NB (again!) opening and closing psalms: 
§ 90 “Have pity on your servants, satisfy us in the 

morning with your hesed [steadfast] love” 
 

§ 106: “Save us O Lord our God and gather us from 
among the nations” 

 
- Book 5 (107-145) His steadfast [covenant] love endures forever 

 
o 107:  

 
§ NIV obscures “hesed” calling it “love” Should have 

STRONG sense of God’s loving loyalty to his 
covenant. ESV has “steadfast love”. 

 
§ Hesed appears in 107 ______ times  

 
§ Nb 107:29 “He made the storm be still, and the 

waves of the sea were hushed”  
 

o Hesed again 
 

o Ps 110:  
 

§ God’s Messiah, “The Lord is at your right hand; he 
will shatter kinds on the day of his wrath”  

§ 132  
 

- Conclusion (146-150) Doxology 
 

o Key verb here is _____________________ 
 
o Zion/Jerusalem: “The Lord Reigns from Zion”  

 
o Psalm 150 “Let everything that has breath praise the 

Lord” 
 



- A caution: Whilst this structure gives meaning and gospel 
shape to the whole Psalter and therefore helps us to 
understand and apply individual psalms, please note: 

o It is not a comprehensive analysis of every psalm  
 

o They are still stand-alone doxologies. 
 
c) Gospel shaped praise as a model for congregational singing 
 
Key learning: praise flows most powerfully straight out of the 
gospel.    
 
Theology must burst into doxology. 
Doxology must flow from theology. 
 
But it’s PARTICULARLY the theology of the gospel. 
 
 
Part 3 – Doxology on Sundays: 
 

• Sing Man of Sorrows 
 

• Reflections? 
 

• Evaluate other lyrics 
 

• Service Design: 
 
Anglican Prayer Books 

 
1. Approaching  

 
 

2. Hearing 
 

 
3. Responding 

 
 

4. Sending 
 

 


