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Introduction 

 

• There are some things in life that just don’t seem to fit – at least at first. 
Romans 9-11 is one of those things! These chapters seem, at first, to 
mismatch the flow of the argument of Romans 1-8 and 12-16. On 
closer study however we should see not only how the argument is tied 
together but how significant Romans 9-11 is in the overall argument of 
the letter. 

• At first glance, Chapters 9-11 has something to do with the place of 
Israel (the Jews) in God’s plan of salvation.1 One of the most common 
questions asked of this section is indeed ‘What is the place of the Jews 
in the Kingdom of God?’ 

• It is because of this anthropocentric line of questioning that many will 
postulate that Chapters 9-11 were later edited additions to the letter 
and hence the reason why them seems to break the flow of Paul’s 
argument. More important than the place of the Jews in the Kingdom of 
God, is what this passage tells us about God’s faithfulness. 

 
Wrong Perspective: 
 
 
 
 
Right Perspective: 
 
 
 
 
 

• God’s faithfulness or righteousness is highlighted by the unfaithfulness 
of the Jews. Looking at it from this perspective means that his overall 
argument seems to make more sense. Romans 3:1-8 has already 
shown that God is faithful to his promises even though the Jews have 
been consistently unfaithful. Romans 9 -11 simply unpacks this issue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1
  J.R.W.Stott states that it is ‘almost universally acknowledged that these chapters are concerned with the 

relationship between Jew and Gentile, and particularly with the unique position of the Jews in God’s purpose’. 
(J.R.W. Stott, The Message of the Romans. BST; Leicester:IVP,1994, 261 - Paul has alluded to these topics in a 
number of passages (1:16; 2:9f; 17ff, 29ff; 4:1ff; 5:20; 6:14f; 7:1ff; 8:2ff)). 

Reflection: 

• Often when we seek to understand God we place our own agenda first, 

then expect God to fit nicely into our own framework. 

o What is the problem with asking God to fit into our own little 

box? 

o Can you see why often we get frustrated with God? 

 

The problem is not God – it is us. Thankfully we have a God whose plan and 

purposes are not unsettled by our unfaithfulness. 

• Therefore a godly way to understand God is to try and work out what 

his agenda is and then work out how we fit into it! 

o  

Place of the Jews 
(a human perspective) 

How God fits in. 

God’s faithfulness or 

righteousness 
(a godly perspective) 

How the Jews fit 
in. 
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• Having said that, we might also find that Paul uses Romans 9-11 to 
address particular issues or tensions between the Jews and Gentiles in 
Rome - issues that must be addressed before the more practical 
applications are drawn in the following chapters. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Romans 9:1-5 – The problem 

 

• Paul is first and foremost aligned with Christ (9:1), his problem is that 
his fellow Jews are not! 

• There is much to be said for Israel as they are the recipients of the 
covenants, the law, the temple and the promises and in them is traced 
the human ancestry of Christ (9:4-5) – this is an honoured position that 
can not and should not be denied. 

• Here lies Paul’s dilemma – he sees this special people living lives that 
are not worthy of the position they have been given (and he is one of 
them!!) (9:3) 

• In the face of this unbelief we see the gracious provision of God – not 
that his word has failed (how can the sinfulness of man defeat the 
majesty and power of the Lord of all creation?), rather that God has 
demonstrated his love for the Jews and ensured he keeps his 
promises. 

 

Romans 9:6-29 – A Godly Perspective 
 

• What follows is Paul ‘s explanation of how God selects his ‘children’. If 
the Jews thought that they were saved simply because they were born 
into a royal family, then Paul says, think again. Romans 4:11-16 makes 
it very clear that those called God’s children are the ones who have 
been credited as righteous. God’s choice has nothing to do with human 
merit (9:11), instead it is wholly dependent on God himself – he is the 
one that calls people into relationship with himself. 

• For Paul there are different levels of election operating – national and 
personal. Not all born into the nation of Israel are elected as God’s 
Israel (9:6). 

Group Exercise: (Break into two groups) 

• Group 1 are to play the role of the Jews.  
o First discuss what it means to be a Roman Jew (i.e. upholders of 

the law, original recipients of the promises of God, descendants of 
Abraham etc.) 

o Second read Romans 9-10 and ask yourselves a) How am I being 
upheld? b) What am I being warned of? 

• Group 2 are to play the role of the Gentiles. 
o First discuss what it means to be a Roman Gentile (i.e. not 

recipients of the original promise, zealous as Christians, look 
down on by the Jews etc.) 

o Second read Romans 9-10 and ask yourselves a) How am I being 
upheld? b) What am I being warned of? 

 

• Return to the big group to discuss. 
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• So how are they elected? It is by God’s mercy (9:14-16). To some, God 
will show mercy, to others he will harden their hearts (9:18). 

• To my human and selfish thinking this is outrageous! It is unjust, it is 
unfair.  

• At this point, we should return to where we began – from what 
perspective should we be seeking to read the Word of God? If we were 
to take a moment and step back from the situation in order to see 
things from God’s perspective (if indeed that is possible) then our 
understanding is bound to change. That is exactly what Paul addresses 
in the 9:19-29. 

• If God is God and allowed to be God then should he not be able to 
appoint people to various functions for the fulfillment if his plan for the 
world? It is in his mercy that we as a sinful people are allowed to exist. 

 

Romans 9:30-10:21 – A Guilty Israel 
 

• And so we see the paradox – the nation of Israel, so long the people of 
God who so reverently protected their position by developing laws and 
regulations that far exceeded the law to ensure that they obeyed what 
was required, are now not able to rest on their hard work as a down 
payment on a pad in heaven! Instead this bunch of Gentiles come 
strolling in and obtained righteousness by stumbling over it through 
faith in Christ! It sort of reminds you of the criminal on the cross, who to 
the best of biblical knowledge did nothing to guarantee himself a place 
in heaven, but while hanging on the cross sees Jesus as the innocent 
and enjoys paradise that very day! (Lk 23:32-43). 

• Works do not qualify you for eternity – only faith does (Rom 9:30-10:4). 

• If we fail to know God on his terms then we are in danger of resting on 
our own righteousness – we rest on our obedience in much the same 
way as the Romans Jews rested on their obedience to the law. Paul 
says that Jesus is the fulfillment of the law ‘so that there may be 
righteousness for everyone who believes’ (10:4) – Jew or Gentile. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• What remains is the logical outcome – four questions that lead to the 
importance of telling everyone about what Christ has done. Look at 
verses 14-15 in reverse order. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflection: 

• Why do you think Paul uses Moses as an example to make his point in 

10:5-21? 

• How is the giving of the law connected to the coming of Christ? 

 

Send – go out! 
(10:15) 

Preach – tell 

others! 
 (10:14d) 

Hear – be told! 
(10:14c) 

Believe – 

because they 

have heard! 
(10:14b) 

Call on – 

because they 

believe! 
(10:14a) 
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• If this was the charge the Jews as the people of God had, then Paul 
makes it clear that they have failed – they have failed at the very first 
step, which is to believe in Christ. Paul quotes Isaiah (52:7) in Romans 
10:15 to show how they have not followed through with their 
commission. 

 

• Paul closes off the chapter by bringing us full circle – God is merciful 
because he holds ‘out hands to a disobedient and obstinate people’ 
(10:21). God is still interested in Israel even though their disobedience 
is highlighted by the fact that God has allowed the Gentiles who did not 
seek him to understood and obey. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For next Week: 
 

• Read Unit 9 (for next week).  

• In order to ensure you know the flow of Romans well – keep reading through 
Romans. This time, read it as if it was written to you as a Jew. 

 
 
 

References (for possible further reading) 
 

Blair, P.A., ‘Gentiles’, in New Bible Dictionary. Leicester: IVP; 2nd ed. 1992, 414. 
 

Packer, J.I., ‘Election, in New Bible Dictionary. Leicester: IVP; 2nd ed. 1992, 314-
17. 

 

Glossary (taken from the New Bible Dictionary) 

 
Election The act of sovereign choice whereby God picks an individual or 

group out of a larger company for a purpose or destiny of his own 
appointment. In Romans this idea is represented by God’s 
‘foreknowledge’ in Romans 8:29, 11:2. 

 
 

Application: 

• How do you live as a ‘saved’ Christian? Are you resting on your laurels or 

redeemed position and not taking seriously the responsibility that Christians 

have to go out to other people to tell them about Jesus? What should you 

change? 

 


