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Introduction 
 

Review of Week 4 
 

Paul pictures __________ under the rule of ____ 

and _________ because of ______’s disobedience. 

We are _______________ from God and under God’s 

condemnation. However, Christ began a new 

___________ because of his perfect ___________ 

to the will of God. Those who receive ‘the 

abundance of _________ and the free gift of 

_________________ through Christ will _________ 

with him in eternal life. All people are in 

_______ by birth but not all are in __________. 

Only those who have _________ in Christ belong 

to the _____ _____________.
1
 

 

Romans 6 – The Argument 
• Paul has just said that ‘where sin increased, grace increased all the 

more’ (Rom 5:20). This answers the problem of how the sins of the 
many can be reversed by the obedience of one man. But it opens a 
new can of worms. If grace always wins over sin, our sins have no 
consequences and so we can enjoy them – right? (Appendix - Figure 1) 

• This type of argument is called Antinomianism. It comes from the 
Greek: anti = against, nomos = law. If grace has replaced law, then we 
ought to be against the law – right? (Appendix - Figure 2) 

o Some reasons used to support this argument have been: 
1. Jesus has freed us from the obligations of the law 
2. We are raised ‘above the law’ and guided by the Spirit only 
3. The law is earthly, so it can’t be from God 
4. Sin is inevitable – why fight it? 
5. The law is unnecessary because the gospel has replaced it 

 

The History 
• Paul has already identified this kind of argument in Romans 3:8 – he 

was being accused of using it himself! 

• The Corinthians were heading down this path (1 Corinthians 6:12) 
• AAA: The Adamites, Johann Agricola (Appendix - Figure 3), Anne 

Hutchison (Appendix - Figure 4) 

                                                 
1
  Answers: humanity, sin, death, Adam’s, alienation, humanity, obedience, grace, righteousness, reign, 

Adam, Christ, faith, new humanity. 
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Danger: Antinomianism 

Grace/Forgiveness Ongoing Sin 

Danger: Legalism 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Tension 
 
 
 

• Where would you place yourself on the line? Where do you think Paul 
would want you to be? 

 

Right? Wrong! 
 

• In Romans 6 Paul lays out his answer to Antinomianism. Whereas the 
Antinomians would generalize that the Christian lives a life in two 
halves – law and grace, Paul zooms in (Appendix - Figure 5) on the line 
between the halves and teases out what really happens when 
someone becomes a Christian. He finds three big changes:  

 

 
 
1. The change in us (v1-11) – Immersed into Christ (Appendix - 

Figure 6) 

2. The change in sin (v12-14) – Authority, Power & Presence 
3. The change in master (v15-23) – Sin versus Law (Appendix - 

Figure 7) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exercise: 

• Break up into pairs and debate the two points of view in Romans 6. One person 

take the point of view ‘I am saved by grace so I can sin as much as I like’. The 

other person take Paul’s point of view – ‘By no means!’ Use Romans 6 and your 

recollection of the PTC notes to aid your argument. 

 

Exercise: 

• Which of the following does Paul use as opposites: law, sin, grace, righteousness, 

holiness, wickedness, impurity, God. 

 

Exercise: 

• By yourself, skim through 6:1-11 and identify five 

or more things that happened to Jesus that Paul 

says have already happened to us. 

• Which of these are ‘spiritual’ truths about us and 

which are ‘visible’? 

 

crucified, dead, buried, raised, new life 

Spiritual 

Visible 
crucified, dead, buried, raised, new life 
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The Confusion 
 
The big question at stake is the nature of sanctification. Is 
it positional or progressive or something else? When are 
we made holy like God?  
 
Paul has argued that part of it is past, in our uniting with 
Christ at conversion. Part of it is present, in our living out 
in practice and with God’s help what has already been 
done for us. And part is future – being free from our sinful 
body in heaven. (Appendix - Figure 8) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For Next Week: 
 

• Read Unit 6. 

• Read Romans 7 (and before and after if you can). Compare what you 
know of Romans now, to the Structure of Romans (Appendix – week 
1). Do you agree with the break-up that F.F. Bruce presents? 

 
References (for possible further reading) 

 
Walters, G., ‘Sanctification’ in New Bible Dictionary. Leicester: IVP; 2

nd
 ed. 1992, 

1068-70. (particularly focus on sections covering Romans and the 
New Testament). 

Sanctification, in sum, is 

essentially a relational 

reality, completed in 

Christ’s death on the 

cross, experienced 

through the indwelling 

Holy Spirit and brought 

to its final goal when we 

see God. – NBD 

Application: 
• Look at Appendix - Figure 7, where would you 

realistically place yourself on the graph. Are you 
comfortable with that? 

•  
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Appendix 
 

Figure 1 
 
If the question Paul deals with in Romans 6 (as 
depicted in the graph) ties grace equally to sin, so 
that a given increase in sin is matched by an 
increase in grace, then does sin really matter? 
 
In fact, if grace is a good thing, and we know how to 
increase it (by increasing our own sin), doesn’t this 
graph then encourage us to sin? 

 
Figure 2 
 
Antinomianism draws a clear line between our old 
life under law and our new life under grace. It 
argues that if law is now behind us (we’re out of the 
shaded part of the graph), why do we need to worry 
about obeying it? 

 
Figure 3 
 
Johann Agricola was part of the Reformation – the 
‘re-discovery’ of God’s grace for gaining salvation 
instead of our own works. But he went further and 
swung the pendulum from works, past grace, and 
into Antinomianism by saying that law had no role 
anymore – not even to point us to our need for 
Jesus or to guide us in following him. 
 

 

Figure 4 
 
Anne Hutchison was battling the idea that people 
needed to prove their genuine desire to be saved by 
getting a ‘head-start’ on sanctification (the top line) 
before they were accepted into the church. But she 
went further and said that even after conversion, 
striving for sanctification was denying God’s grace 
(the bottom line). Paul argues in Romans 6 for the 
dotted line after conversion – an ongoing process of 
increasing sanctification. 
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Figure 5 
 
Paul addresses Antinomianism in Romans 6 by 
focusing in on the ‘dot’ – the point of conversion, to 
examine the big changes that take place that 
influence the post-conversion Christian life. He 
shows that Antinomianism assumes the non-
Christian’s nature is unchanged at conversion, as if 
they have same goals, motivations, and priorities as 
before. 

 
Figure 6 
 
Paul says we are baptized or ‘immersed’ into Christ 
– our life is ‘shaped’ to his so that the elements of 
his life take on a spiritual reality for us, and a 
practical outworking in our own lives. We consider 
ourselves crucified (to our old life), dead (to sin), 
and raised (to a new life). 
 

 
Figure 7 
 
Antinomians rightly run away from the law as a 
guiding principle, but they reject it so strongly that 
they ignore the other opposites that Paul presents in 
Romans 6 – and so run right out the other side of 
the area that Paul ‘fences in’ with spiritual principles. 
They end up crossing the boundary into willful sin, 
which denies the call to righteousness in the 
Christian life. 

Figure 8 
Sanctification as a biblical term should be 
understood in relation to other biblical terms (but 
acknowledging that the bible uses some of these 
terms in an overlapping way). 
The things that change immediately when someone 
becomes a Christian are called regeneration (the 
first dot). And at that point God immediately starts 
looking at them as holy, regardless of what they 
have done (the top line starts) – a shift that we call 
justification. Sanctification is our practical attempt to 
live more and more like we know pleases God, but 
knowing that we won’t reach the perfect ‘holiness’ 
mark while on earth (the bottom line). When we die 
or Jesus returns, God makes our holiness complete 
by doing away with our sinful body and giving us a 
new and perfect one – a process called glorification. 
At that point the way God looks at us and the way 
we are now match – so the lines meet at that point 
and there is only one line going forward into eternity. 

 

 


