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Basis of this seminar’s material is taken from Romans  MTC  Correspondence Course, (Sydney: MTC, 1994), Ch 1. 

Reflection: 

What prompted Paul to give 

such a prolonged theological 

exposition? 

Exercise: 

• Read Rom 1:1-15 

• Write a list of what this 

introduction tells us about 

Paul. 

 

The purpose of the supplementary notes are first to provide a summary of key points from the 
PTC Course Notes, and second to provide some extra information that may fill out your 
understanding of the subject in question. 

 

The Background of Romans 
 

• As clearly stated in the very first verse of 
Romans – the letter is written by Paul, a 
servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle 
and set apart for the gospel. (Rom 1:1) 

• Paul was called the apostle to the Gentiles because after his conversion 
(Acts 9:1-19 c.f. also Acts 22 & 26) he took the message of the Gospel to 
the Jews and was rejected. He then turned to the Gentiles (Acts 13:46-48 
c.f. Rom 11:13-16; 15:15-16).  

• It is estimated that Paul wrote to Rome from Corinth (approx AD 57) 
during his 3rd missionary journey. 

•  Paul had not personally been to Rome, but soon would (en route to 
Spain) – his first imprisonment was in Rome (Acts 16:16-40) and then 
later it would be in Rome under the Emperor Nero that Paul was 
executed.1 

• Romans is the last of the letters that Paul sent to the churches but it take 
pride of place, historically because it is the longest, theologically because 
it most clearly defines Paul’s theology. 

 

• Rome was unique because it was a cosmopolitan city containing a large 
Jewish element (many of whom had been converted to Christ) and many 
from a Gentile background. The fact that Romans appears at points to 
address an Jewish audience (Rom 2:17-29; 4:1), at other times a Gentile 
audience (3:27-31; 11:15-16; 15:17-20) and then other times both (9-10), 
is a testimony to the presence of the two groups being present at the time 
Paul was writing. 

 
Structure 

• Romans has a very clear structure – evident as you read through the 
letter. Most commentators agree on the major section breaks as stated in 
the PTC Notes2. There are some minor variations. 

• Strikingly, Paul spends the first eleven chapters stating his theology – in 
fact it reads more like a treatise, than a letter. The remaining four and half 
chapters (12:1-15:13) before the close then appear to address practical 
issues that either result from his theological statement or are issues that 
the Church in Rome have to contending with. 

• For a more specific breakdown see the 
Appendix. 

                                                 
1
  J. Foxe, Foxe’s Book of Martyrs. Edited by W. Grinton Berry, Grand Rapids: Baker Books, Revised 1998, 13. 

The Apostolic Father, Clement of Rome bears witness to Paul’s martyrdom in his ‘First Epistle of Clement to the 
Corinthians’ in Early Christian Writings (London: Penguin, Revised Trans. 1987, 25). 

2
  Romans, PTC, Unit 1, p 13. 
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• As you read through Romans it is worth noting that Paul has three 
important journeys in mind. The trips are as a result of his desire to preach 
the Gospel to the nations. 
a) To Jerusalem – Paul is afraid that his work with the Gentile churches 

may place an obstacle between himself and the Jewish Christians in 
Jerusalem (15:31).  

b) To Spain – the next stop on Paul’s missionary tour. In order for Paul to 
make it to Spain he wants to secure support and provision. 

c) To Rome – the recipients of the letters. With his concern about 
Jerusalem and his request for Spain, he writes to secure prayer and 
support for his efforts to defend the Gospel (15:24-33). 

It is worth noting that Paul chooses to defend himself, by giving Rome a 
theological feast which breaks down the distinction both between Jew & Gentile 
and law & freedom – issues that had caused opposition wherever he went. 
 
Purpose 
 

• The purpose of Romans has been 
the subject of much debate in New 
Testament studies. 

• Paul’s purpose for writing Romans 
is wrapped up with his commission 
and that is to teach and preach the 
gospel to all people. We can see 
this is in the opening Chapter (c.f. 
1:1-5, 9, 14-15) and also in his 
closing remarks (c.f. 15:15-16, 18-
20). 

• In an immediate sense, Romans was written to demonstrate the 
impartiality of God with respect to the Jews and Gentiles and to present 
the Gospel of Jesus in order to bring people to obedience. 

• In a broader sense, Romans was written is proclaim the gospel to all 
nations so that they might believe and obey (16:26). 

• Having said that, don’t let me tell you what to think! Instead work it out 
yourself as you read and re-read Romans. Your task in working out the 
purpose of Romans is to trace the argument of the letter, paying attention 
to the specific issues that Paul addresses along the way. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Systematics 

Exercise: 

• What is the relationship between ‘Obedience’ and ‘Faith’? (c.f. Rom 1:5, 

16:26).  

• What can we learn from Romans about the why ‘the obedience of Faith’ is 

brought about among the nations?  

Exercise: 

• Read Rom 1:1-17 & 

15:14-33, 16:25-27. 

• What can you gauge 

about Paul’s purpose for 

writing from his opening 

and close? 



School of Ministry     

Week 1 – Background to Romans   

Ken D Noakes 3 of 4 14/06/12 

Basis of this seminar’s material is taken from Romans  MTC  Correspondence Course, (Sydney: MTC, 1994), Ch 1. 

• As Paul seems to present his theological treatise in Romans, it is 
important to take note of some important theological themes that are 
addressed. Some examples include the righteousness of God (1:17; 2:5; 
3:3-4, 25f; 5:10), the goodness of God (2:4; 5:8; 8:35ff; 9:15; 10:21; 11:22, 
32; 12:2; 15:3, 5), the sovereignty of God (9-11 – in relation to the 
Gentiles), the grace of God (in response to humankind’s sin – 1:18-32; 
5:12ff; 6: 1-14; 7:7-25), and the law of God (7:1-25; 8:1-27). 

• We will talk about many of these throughout this course. 

• For as complete as Romans is, it would be overstating the case to say that 
it was a summary of Paul’s theology – it is not a comprehensive treatment 
as we can see by looking at his other letters that teach doctrines not 
addressed in Romans. Some include his understanding of the Lord’s 
Supper (1 Cor 11), Church (1 Cor; Eph), Eschatology (that is ‘knowledge 
of the end times’ - 2 Cor 5; 12), Resurrection (1 Cor 15; 1 Thess 4:13-
5:11) or even his Christology (Phil 2:6-11; Col 1:15-20). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For next Week: 
 

• Read Unit 1 (for this week) and Unit 2 (for next week). We will do the exercises in class.   

• Read Romans 1-3 (and further if you can!) 
 
 
 

References (for possible further reading) 
 
Guthrie, D., ‘Epistle to the Romans’ in New Bible Dictionary. Leicester: IVP; 2

nd
 ed. 

1992, pp1034-38. 
 
Morris, L. L., ‘Faith’ in New Bible Dictionary. Leicester: IVP; 2

nd
 ed. 1992, pp366-68 – 

particularly focus on section II (In the New Testament). 
 
 

Glossary (taken from the New Bible Dictionary) 

 
Faith. In the New Testament ‘Faith’ is considered the attitude whereby man 

abandons all reliance in his own efforts to obtain salvation, be they 
deeds of piety, of ethical goodness, or anything else. It is the attitude of 
complete trust in Christ. 

Application: 

• Just at this early stage of looking at Romans – how do you think studying 

this letter will help you actively live the gospel of Jesus Christ? 

• In Chapter 15:14-16, what does Paul praise the Romans for? Is it wrong to 

be proud of your work in the gospel? How is Paul about to talk about being 

‘proud’ without robbing Christ of his glory? 

• Look at Chapter 15:25-29. What can be learnt here about concern for the 

poor? About Christian generosity? 
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Appendix 
 
A detailed Structure of the Letter to the Romans

3
 

 
 
 

1:16 – 11:36             12:1-15:13 
 
 
 
 
1:1-15                    1:16 -3:20  3:21 – 5:21   6:1 – 8:39  9:1 – 11:36   12:1-15:13          15:14-16:27 

 

                                                 
3
  Adapted from F.F. Bruce, Romans, Leicester: IVP, 2

nd
 Revised Ed., 1993, 64-65. Note the slight difference with C.E.B Cranfield’s structure as recorded in the PTC Notes (page 15). 

Prologue  Sin and Retribution 
– Universal Need 

Diagnosed 

The Way of Righteousness 
– Universal Need Met 

The Way of Holiness Human Unbelief & Divine Grace 
(Israel and the Gentiles) 

PART A – The Gospel according to Paul PART B – The Christian Way of Life 

Christian Living Epilogue 

Romans 1-8 

• Particularly concerned with presenting the saving acts of God 

in Jesus (Key passages: 1:17; 3:21-26) 

 

Romans 9-11 

• Deals specifically with 

the problem of Israel’s 

unbelief and how God 

will save both Jew and 

Gentile. 

 

Romans 12-16 

• Where the rubber hits 

the road – the practical 

application to the 

theory on Chapters 1-

11. 

 


