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Welcome to Equip Preaching. 

Thank you for committing to Preaching the Passage. A unit of the Equip Preaching series. 

We hope that you will find this course to be instructive, helpful and foundational in developing you 

as a preacher of God’s Word. We also hope that as a result of doing this subject that you will more 

equipped to proclaim the gospel of the Lord Jesus, not just from a pulpit, but in your everyday 

conversations with those who are yet to believe the good news. 

Our Topic: 

Preaching the Passage 

Interpreting the Bible well means understanding it the way that it wants to be understood. This 

subject will look at what one must do to with the Bible Passage before they teach it. 

For:  

Any Christian who is serious about understanding and then explaining God’s Word – and who may 

eventually be the kind of person who could do that from the pulpit.  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Introduction  

• Thank you for committing to Preaching the Passage. A unit of the Equip Preaching 

series. 

• The hope is that you will find this course to be instructive, helpful and foundational 

in developing you as a preacher of God’s Word.  

• You may have lots of experience preaching or none. Regardless, the hope that as a 

result of doing this subject you we will be more equipped to proclaim the gospel of 

the Lord Jesus, not just from a pulpit, but in your everyday conversations with those 

who are yet to believe the good news. 

 

The Bible and Preaching 

Let’s start with some foundational stuff – to make sure we are all on the same page. 

 The Book 

• Our starting point whenever we talk about preaching needs to be with the Bible. 

 

2 Timothy 3:16-4:5  

• Verse 16 – gives us our authorised text book – but more the words of God. 

• Of all things that God’s word is useful for (which are many) – of particular importance is 

teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness. 

 

•  Notice there are two categories – there are doctrinal instructions and then ethical 

instructions: 

  _______________ – teaching and rebuking 

  _______________ – correcting and training in righteousness  

• Taken together there is a fairly robust description what God’s word is good for – and as 

applied appropriately fundamental for edifying the person of God for life and service. 

 

  We need to be instructed in: 

  - Doctrine - that which is true and fundamental (the ___________) and 

  - Christian Life – that which is ethically right and proper in the way we live (the ______). 

• Notice that with each of those categories there is a positive and negative. 

  

 Doctrinal – teaching (positive) and rebuking (negative) 

 

 Ethical – correcting (negative) and training in righteousness (positive) 

 We need instruction which is positive – it shows the ______________________. 

 But it is also helpful to have instruction which is sometimes negative in character – it shows  

______________________________. 
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 Preaching 

So what is preaching? 

• Preaching is when God speaks his Word through human proclamation which the spirit 

applies to the hearer. (Sam Chan influenced - SMBC Book, ch 1 pg 2) 

 

•  Preaching occurs when the gospel is declared/announced to an assembled body of 

people who may be believers or unbelievers. 

 

•  ________________ preaching occurs when believers or unbelievers are called to 

response in a way that is consistent with the Word of God. 

 

•  _________________preaching occurs when the preacher handles the Word of God 

correctly. 

 

•  _________________preaching occurs when the Spirit of God works through you. 

 

• Hopefully our preaching will be good, will be faithful, and will indeed declare the gospel 

calling those hearing to respond accordingly, and by God’s grace will be fruitful. 

 

 Expository Preaching 

• Now we are here to talk about Preaching a Passage. 

 

• To do that we have to understand what Expository Preaching is. 

 

 

 

• Expository preaching is a particular type of preaching. 

• Expository preaching exposes the truth contained in the Bible text rather than imposing on 

the text what is not there. It is saying what the Bible wants said. 

 

• Mark Dever defines it like this: 

 

Expository preaching is preaching in which the main point of the biblical text 

being considered becomes the main point of the sermon being preached’ (Ch 3, 

pg 36) 

• Quite strongly Dever asserts that anything that is not rooted and tethered tightly to God’s 

Word is not preaching at all – it is just a speech (Ch 3, 36). 

 

• __________________________________________________. In other words the ‘thought of 

the biblical writer determines the substance of an expository sermon’ (Robinson pg 21-22). 

We would want to say, that God’s word governs the words spoken. 
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What is not being said 

• In order to avoid some confusion, it may be helpful to clarify what I am not saying of 

expository preaching (Dever is very helpful here): 

 

1. I am not saying expositional preaching has to ______________________________________. 

• That can be a good approach – in fact a preferred approach, but that is not the only way to 

preach the meaning of a text.  

• Exegetical Preaching is going verse by verse – it is a form of Expositional Preaching 

 

2. I am not saying expositional preaching is ______________________________________. 

• Expository preaching is not primarily about style – every preacher is different and should 

have their own style.  

• Nor is it about form (intro, three points, conclusion, pray) 

 

• Expository Preaching is about method and content (biblical truth). It is about driving into the 

text and allowing the text to shape the message for the benefit of those who will hear the 

proclamation. 

 

3. I am not saying expositional preaching _________________________________ – in fact good 

evangelistic preaching can be expositional. 

 

 

 

Preaching a Passage 

What is it that we hope those who hear our sermon will walk away with? For me, I want each 

listener (be they Christian or not) to feel that they understand the Bible text better, and that they 

have heard what God wants them to think, do, feel or change in the days coming. 

 

 

For the remainder of this session we are going to concentrate on exegeting the text.  Getting us to 

the point where we have a good understanding of the Passage in order to then write our talk (which 

you might want to do following Equip). 

  Exegesis 

Exegesis is the exercise of looking at a text seeking to get out of it what the text is trying to say. It is 

whatever you do to correctly understand what is written before you.  

To be pedantic, when looking at the Bible we should be engaging in ____________________. It is 

the task of working out what God is saying in a Bible passage. 



Preaching the Passage  
Equip – Sat 28th March 2015 

Ken D Noakes  5 

 

 

 

Whenever approaching a text there are competing agendas and in preaching you are not immune to 

those agendas. 

• There is a tension to say what _____________________ want to say. 

 

• There is a tension to say what __________________ will want to hear or find easier to hear. 

 

• There is a tension to say what _______________ is actually saying. 

 

And the tension is also not easily resolved - it is not as simple as saying that we should ‘naturally 

stick to the text’ because you are preaching to people.  

So we are going to start and stick to the text and then see how that will take us to those we are 

preaching too. 

  A Model for Preaching 

This is the model I use to prepare a sermon. I offer it here because it shows how I move from Bible 

text to sermon.  

Exegeting a passage involves a few stages of preparation: 

Stage 1 looks at the Passage in the Bible. 

 – this is where you do the hard work on the passage which governs your talk. 

 

Stage 2 look at where that passage fits in its Book of the Bible.  

- Every passage has a back story and a setting which is important in understanding what is 

going on. Read the passage in its context. 

 

Stage 3 look at where that passage fits in the entire Bible.   

- Every passage fits into the unfolding story of the Bible. Knowing where will help you 

understand how the passage is working in God’s plan in relation to Jesus’ fulfilment of 

scripture. 

 

Drive all of that down to help you determine the Central Truth. The Central Truth is the main point 

of what the passage is actually saying. It will help you immensely in writing your actual talk. 

Stage 4 works out the Sermon Purpose and how to engage with our Life. 

- Notice that we have worked to understand what God is saying in the passage, book and 

Bible before we have started work on what it might for us today. 

 

And finally Stage 5 is writing the actual Sermon. 

- All of our work now comes together to help us put together our sermon or talk in a way 

that honours God, speaks his truth, and speaks it into the hearts and minds of those who will 

hear. 

- In Stage 5: The Sermon - there are 6 key elements to pull together. 
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- They are listed there on the diagram. 

 

Today, we won’t get past the Central Truth, because that is beyond the scope of this subject (but 

other Equip Preaching subjects will cover them) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  The Importance of Context 

• One of the strengths of this Preaching Model is that is ensures that we understand our 

Bible passage in context. 

 

• Every passage has a ‘context’ and it is important to know how the passage fits into its 

surrounds. 

 

• To exegete a passage properly, we need to appreciate what the author is intending to 

communicate. The answers are usually in the text. 
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• It is crucial to understand the concern of the author and original recipients if we are to 

understand a Passage correctly.  

 

• There are three ‘contexts’ which will affect the way we read the Bible text. They are 

reflecting and addressed in our Preaching Model. 

 

   - PASSAGE (______________) – the context of the passage within the book. 

• In Stage 1, when looking at the PASSAGE you will consider some of the literary 

markers that help us determine what is going on. 

 

   - BOOK (_______________) – the context of the writing/creation of the book 

 

• In Stage 2, when looking at the BOOK as a whole you will gain some insight into the 

situational context. 

 

   - BIBLE (_____________________) – the context of the book within the Bible 

 

• In Stage 3, when looking at how the passage and the Book fits into the BIBLE you will 

understand theologically how what is said fits into salvation history. 

 

 

 How to exegete a passage 

How do I get out of the text what it wants to say? We are going to use Luke 9:51-62 to help us do 

that. 

  Prayer 

• In all we are about to do, we should pray. 

• If we are doing the work of God, then we must ensure that we are talking to God about it – 

Pray. 

 

 

 STAGE 1: PASSAGE 

  Read the Passage 

• Read, read and re-read the passage prayerfully. Why is this important? 

 

• Mark the text (circle, highlight, underline etc.).  



Preaching the Passage  
Equip – Sat 28th March 2015 

Ken D Noakes  8 

 

 

• Break the passage into logical sections. 

 

• Jot down points of interest. 

 

• Look for Words that seem important, or repeated, or give reason, or time frames. 

 

• Who is in the passage? 

 

• What is the passage about? 

 

• Don’t worry about application at this point. 

 

The questions you can ask to help yourself at this stage of preparation are: 

1. What seems interesting in this passage? 

 

2. What am I unsure about in this passage?  

 

3. What is the passage all about in one sentence? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXERCISE 

� Get the students to individually –  

 

Read and mark Luke 9:51-62 and answer the following questions 
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1. What seems interesting in Luke 9:51-62? 

 

 

2. What am I unsure about in Luke 9:51-62?  

 

 

 

3. What is Luke 9:51-62 all about? 

 

 

NIV Luke 9:51-62 As the time 
approached for him to be taken up to 
heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for 
Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers 
on ahead, who went into a Samaritan 
village to get things ready for him; 53 but 
the people there did not welcome him, 
because he was heading for Jerusalem. 
54 When the disciples James and John 
saw this, they asked, "Lord, do you 
want us to call fire down from heaven to 
destroy them?" 55 But Jesus turned and 
rebuked them, 56 and they went to 
another village. 57 As they were walking 
along the road, a man said to him, "I will 
follow you wherever you go." 58 Jesus 
replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of 
the air have nests, but the Son of Man 
has no place to lay his head." 59 He said 
to another man, "Follow me." But the 
man replied, "Lord, first let me go and 
bury my father." 60 Jesus said to him, 
"Let the dead bury their own dead, but 
you go and proclaim the kingdom of 
God." 61 Still another said, "I will follow 
you, Lord; but first let me go back and 
say good-bye to my family." 62 Jesus 
replied, "No one who puts his hand to 
the plow and looks back is fit for service 
in the kingdom of God." 
 

ESV Luke 9:51 When the days drew near 
for him to be taken up, he set his face to 
go to Jerusalem. 52 And he sent 
messengers ahead of him, who went 
and entered a village of the Samaritans, 
to make preparations for him. 53 But the 
people did not receive him, because his 
face was set toward Jerusalem. 54 And 
when his disciples James and John saw 
it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to tell 
fire to come down from heaven and 
consume them?" 55 But he turned and 
rebuked them. 56 And they went on to 
another village. 57 As they were going 
along the road, someone said to him, "I 
will follow you wherever you go." 58 And 
Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, 
and birds of the air have nests, but the 
Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 
head." 59 To another he said, "Follow 
me." But he said, "Lord, let me first go 
and bury my father." 60 And Jesus said 
to him, "Leave the dead to bury their 
own dead. But as for you, go and 
proclaim the kingdom of God." 61 Yet 
another said, "I will follow you, Lord, but 
let me first say farewell to those at my 
home." 62 Jesus said to him, "No one 
who puts his hand to the plow and looks 
back is fit for the kingdom of God." 
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 Re-Read the Passage 

• Still in Stage 1, keep reading the passage and make sure you recognize the style of 

writing. 

 

• Different parts of the same newspaper have different styles of writing, and different 

purposes. These are examples of different ‘genres’ – different styles of writing with 

specific purposes. 

  

• With a newspaper you don’t read all the sections in the same way, neither do you read 

each part of the Bible in the same way.  

 

• Here are 5 important biblical ‘genres’ – Narrative, Poetry, Epistle (Letter), Prophecy and 

Apocalyptic. 

 

EXERCISE  

Read the following Bible Passages – write down what is distinctive about the ‘Genre’ (the 

style of writing).  

Genre Example What is distinctive about this ‘Genre’ (style of writing) 

Narrative Luke 9:51-62  

 

 

Poetry Songs of Songs 4:1-3  

 

 

Epistle  Philippians 1:1-11  

 

 

Prophecy Jeremiah 1:1-8  

 

 

Apocalyptic Revelation 12:1-6  
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STAGE 2: BOOK 

 

• Stage 2 helps us understand the Passage in its situational context. 

• When you look at the BOOK of the Bible it is written in, there is much that it will tell 

us about the Passage – and this wider perspective is important. 

• This in fact is what we do just about every time we read any book (non-reference 

book). 

 

• If you were to pick up Lord of the Rings (Tolkien) or a Twilight (Meyer) book - you 

would start from the beginning, not the middle chapter. It will help make sense of 

what is going on. Same with reading any book of the Bible. To work out what is going 

on you have to put yourself in the picture - reading the text around. 

 

So good question to ask are: 
1. What is the overall structure, purpose and/or theme of the whole book? 

 

2. What happens immediately before and after our passage? The who, where, what, when 

type questions. (note: sometimes the text does not say!) 

 

EXERCISE 

 Answer the following questions in relation to Luke 9:51-62: 

 

1. What is the overall structure, purpose and/or theme of the gospel of Luke (c.f. Luke 1:1-4; 

Acts 1:1-2)? 

 

 

 

 

Note the structure of Luke: 

 Introduction    (1:1-4) 

 Infancy Narratives   (1:5-2:52) 

 John the Baptist’s Ministry (3:1-20) 

 Jesus’ Ministry    

  Beginning   (3:21-4:13) 

  In Galilee   (4:14-9:50) 

  Travelling to Jerusalem  (9:51-19:44) 

  In Jerusalem   (19:45-21:28) 

 Crucifixion   (22:1-23:56) 

 Resurrection   (24:1-53) 

 

 

2. What happens immediately before and after our passage? The who, where, what, when 

type questions. (note: sometimes the text does not say!) 
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STAGE 3: BIBLE 

 

• Stage 3 helps us understand the Passage in its theological context – that is, how the 

passage fits in with the rest of the Bible. 

 

• ____________   ______________ is the study of how God’s unfolding plan to rescue his 

people is fulfilled in Jesus. 

• The Bible is one story from start to finish of God’s dealing with his people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Jesus said each part of the Bible is about himself (Lk 24:25-27, John 5:39).  

 

 

 

• Biblical Theology is important because it helps us to understand how each passage 

relates to Jesus. If we don’t understand, then we will teach the passage wrong and then 

we run the risk of leading people astray. 

 

• There are ‘sections’ in the Bible – books which can be grouped together due to  

 a) the period of time they record in God’s unfolding plan of salvation or  

 b) quite simply their style.  

 

Understanding the ‘sections’ will help locate each passage in its Biblical-Theology 

Context and therefore help the preacher preach the passage correctly. 

 

This brief survey of the sections may be helpful. 

 

 Section Books  

of the Bible 

Information about the ‘section’ to help the preacher. 

O
LD

 T
E

S
T

A
M

E
N

T
 –

 t
h

e
 O

ld
 

C
o

v
e

n
a

n
t 

The Law 
(The 

Pentateuch) 

Genesis 

Exodus 

Leviticus 

Numbers 

Deuteronomy 

God gave foundational teaching which sets the context for 

the rest of the Bible – creation, sin, promise, exodus, 

salvation, law. God’s people called to live under his rule 

and moving towards a new land. 

The Former 

Prophets 

Joshua 

Judges 

1 & 2 Samuel 

1 & 2 Kings 

These ‘Former’ Prophets detail the period when Israel 

heard God’s word by appointed judges and then kings. The 

Former Prophets describes God’s history with Israel as they 

move into the promised land and ultimately fail to live 

under God’s rule. The result is division as the Northern 

Kingdom (Israel) is overthrown by the Assyrians (in 722BC) 

Creation 

(Gen 1-2) 

‘Last days’ 

Fall 

 (Gen 3) 
Jesus 

New Creation 

(Rev 21-22) 
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and the Southern Kingdom (Judah) by the Babylonians (in 

597BC). God’s people scattered and removed from God’s 

land as a consequence of not living under his rule. 

The  

Latter 

Prophets 

Isaiah 

Jeremiah 

Ezekiel 

 

Hosea 

Joel 

Amos 

Obadiah 

Jonah 

Micah 

Nahum 

Habakkuk 

Zephaniah 

Haggai 

Zechariah 

Malachi 

Prophets speak the words of God for the benefit of God’s 

people (Israel). The ‘Latter’ Prophets deal with the period 

of Israel’s history immediately before, during or after the 

conquests of the Northern and Southern Kingdoms. The 

prophets make clear that God’s gracious purposes have not 

failed or been abandoned and that he remains faithful to 

his people despite their unfaithfulness. God’s people are in 

exile from God’s land but still called to acknowledge God’s 

rule. 

 

Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel are often called the ‘Major 

Prophets’. Hosea through to Malachi are often called the 

‘Minor Prophets’. 

 

Wisdom Job 

Proverbs 

Song of Solomon 

(Songs) 

Ecclesiastes 

 

Wisdom Literature deals with problems of universal and 

ageless significance. They focus on a wide variety of issues 

including suffering, death, friendship, love, marriage, 

loyalty and wisdom. Of all the sections of the Old 

Testament – this part is least tied to the specific culture or 

history of Israel. 

Psalms Psalms The Psalms contain a whole range of responses to God in 

prayer and praise, poetry and song, dating from many 

different periods of the history of Israel. 

The 

Writings 

Ruth 

Lamentations 

Esther 

Daniel 

Ezra 

Nehemiah 

1 & 2 Chronicles 

The Writings are a selection of texts which cover the period 

of the Southern Kingdom exile and beyond. For example 1 

& 2 Chronicles retrace the history of Israel from King David 

to the fulfillment of the promise that the Lord will restore 

Israel. Daniel, using apocalyptic imagery, reveals God’s 

plans for Israel after the exile. Ezra and Nehemiah portray 

something of the situation of a relatively small number of 

Israelites who were restored to the land and sought to 

rebuild Jerusalem.  

N
E

W
 T

E
S

T
A

M
E

N
T

 –
 t

h
e

 N
e

w
 

C
o

v
e

n
a

n
t 

The 

Gospels 

Matthew 

Mark  

Luke  

John 

The Gospels show us Jesus – the one who is Son of David, 

Son of God, Saviour and Lord of Israel and all the nations. 

The Gospels detail Jesus’ life, death and resurrection and 

show how Jesus fulfills the Old Testament in every way. In 

Jesus, God’s people are saved into an eternal land and live 

under God’s gracious rule. 

Acts of the 

Apostles 

Acts Acts is a companion volume to Luke’s Gospel and shows 

how the message of Christ was preached and taught 

beyond the borders of Israel to all the other nations. Acts 

forms a helpful bridge to the letters which follow - it shows 

how Christianity spread and what it meant for all people to 

be followers of Jesus. 
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The Letters 
(the Epistles) 

Romans 

1 & 2 Corinthians 

Galatians 

Ephesians 

Philippians 

Colossians 

1 & 2 Thessalonians 

1 & 2 Timothy 

Titus 

Philemon 

 

Hebrews 

James 

1 & 2 Peter 

1, 2 & 3 John 

Jude 

The letters explain the significance of Jesus’ life, death, 

resurrection and ascension for all people – especially those 

who believe. They show how the promises of the Old 

Testament have been or are being fulfilled in Jesus – but 

point to more still to come when Jesus returns. The letters 

deal theologically and practically with problems faced by 

the early churches. 

 

Of the letters, thirteen are written by the Apostle Paul. 

Revelation Revelation The Revelation of John brings the New Testament (and the 

whole Bible) to a close with a focus on the glorified Jesus. 

Using visions and apocalyptic imagery, it reveals the 

implications of Jesus death, resurrection and ascension and 

points to the day of Jesus’ final return. 

 

God’s people will live in God’s eternal place and enjoy his 

eternal and perfect rule. 

 Section Books  

of the Bible 

Information about the ‘section’ to help the preacher. 

 

 

The questions you can ask to help yourself understand how your passage relates to Jesus 

are: 

 

1. Where are we up to in the overall picture of the Bible?  

 

2. What does this passage teach us about the way God does things? 

 

3. What does this passage teach us about the way God does things in Jesus? 

 

EXERCISE 

 

1. Where are we up to by Luke 9:51-62 in the overall picture of the Bible?  

 

2. What does Luke 9:51-62 teach us about the way God does things? 

 

 

 

3. What does Luke 9:51-62 teach us about the way God does things in Jesus? 
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 Central Truth 

• Now that you have prayed, read, re-read, studied the passage, thought about the 

context of the Passage within the Book and the Bible, it is time to pull it all together!  

 

The Central Truth (or Main Idea) is a ______________________________________. 

 

• Working out what you think the Central Truth of the passage is will help you to 

preach the passage – and say what God wants to say, rather than getting caught on 

less important issues. 

• At this point you have come a long way in exegeting a passage – and doing it in a way 

that is less prone to heresy!! 

 

EXERCISE 

 1. In a sentence, write down what you think God is saying in Luke 9:51-62. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Give it a go!! 

Exercise 1  Read Luke 9:51-62. 

 

You have done the research work - looked at the Passage, placed it in its context both in the Book 

and the Bible, and have come up with a Central Truth. 

 Come up with a talk outline for Luke 9:51-62 that makes the Central Truth clear. 

  Introduction: 

   Point 1 

   Point 2 

   Point 3 

  Close 
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Exercise 2  Read Luke 9:18-27.  

 

Do the research work on Luke 9:18-27 in order to Preach this Passage. 

 STAGE 1: PASSAGE 

  1. What seems interesting in Luke 9:18-27? 

 
  2. What am I unsure about in Luke 9:18-27?  

 

 

  3. What is Luke 9:18-27 all about? 

 
 STAGE 2: BOOK 

 

Assuming you remember the overall structure/theme of the gospel of Luke (from our course 

work today): 

 

  4. What happens immediately before and after Luke 9:18-27?  

  The who, where, what, when type questions.  

 

 

STAGE 3: BIBLE 

 
  5. Where are we up to by Luke 9:18-27 in the overall picture of the Bible?  

 

 
  6. What does Luke 9:18-27 teach us about the way God does things? 

 

 

  7. What does Luke 9:18-27 teach us about the way God does things in Jesus? 

 

 Central Truth 

  8. In a sentence, write down what you think God is saying in Luke 9:18-27. 

 

 

Following Equip – find an opportunity to give a talk on either/both Luke 9:18-27 and Luke 9:51-62 

and put into practice some of what you have learnt today.  
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Close 

Well there is Equip Preaching – Preaching the Passage. 

My prayer is that you will have some tools and use them to proclaim Christ – be that from 

the pulpit or elsewhere. 

 

1. Can I encourage you to speak to your minister or pastor about what you have learnt. 

It may be that some opportunities could be opened up for you to use some of the things you 

have learnt in this course in ministry in some way (not necessary preaching).  

Further, it may be appropriate to talk with your minister about helping you develop further 

in ministry – be that as an active layperson, or as someone who puts themselves forward 

for vocational ministry in the future. 

2. Keep working at your Bible – be that as a teacher or as a listener. It is a lifetime blessing 

and has eternal benefits! 

3. Read further. There are plenty of good books out there on preaching (see Appendix 3- 

Books and Resources below). They will help shape you further as a minister of God’s word 

but also as a good listener of God’s word.  

4. Take and make opportunities to speak the gospel to anyone – prayerfully. 

5. Have fun. 

 

Thanks for signing up to this course and for working so hard at applying the principles that 

have been taught. We hope you enjoyed it as much as I did teaching it. 

 

Ken D Noakes 
Director – Equip & Equip Preaching 
equip@efacsa.org.au 

 

www.equipefac.org 

equip@efacsa.org.au / (08) 8364 4152 
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Questions arising from the passage: 

* What does it mean ‘to be taken up to heaven’? 

* Is there significance in the fact that he went into a 

Samaritan (enemy) village? 

* Is there significance in Jesus setting off for 

Jerusalem? 

* Why would James and John suggest ‘fire from 

heaven’ instead of short rebuke?! 

* Who is the ‘them’ Jesus rebukes (v55) – the 

disciples (for making the fire suggestion) or the 

people (for not welcoming him)? 

 

Questions arising from the passage: 

* Does this section about following have any 

connection with the Samaritans rejection of 

the section before? 

* Three men – three statements about 

‘follow’. Two of the men declare they will 

follow Jesus, One man called to follow. 

Significance? 

* Is there significance in Jesus using the ‘Son 

of Man’ title (v58)? 

* Is there significance in the two references to 

the Kingdom of God (vv 60, 62) or the call to 

‘proclaim’ and then serve the kingdom? 

* Does each of Jesus’ answers fit the premise 

– what is surprising? 

* Why is Jesus so dismissive of man 1 and 2’s 

families? 

* Is it significant that the next passage (10:1-

24) is about sending people out? 

 

Appendix 1 - Flowchart and Mark-up of Luke 9:51-62 

NIV Luke 9:51-62 

 

 As the time approached  
 for him to be taken up to heaven,  
 Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.  
 52 And he sent messengers on ahead,  
   who went into a Samaritan village  
   to get things ready for him;  
     53 but the people there did not welcome him, 
      because he was heading for Jerusalem.  
 
  54 When the disciples  
    James and John saw this,  
    they asked,  
  "Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?"  
55 But Jesus turned   and rebuked them,  
    56 and they went to another village.  
 
57 As they were walking along the road,  
      a man [1] said to him,  
  "I will follow you wherever you go."  
58 Jesus replied [A], 
  "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests,  
  but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head."  
 

59 He said      to another man [2],  
 "Follow me."  
      But the man replied,  
  "Lord, first let me go and bury my father."  
60 Jesus said [B]      to him,  
 "Let the dead bury their own dead,  
  but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God."  
 
      61 Still another [man 3] said,  
  "I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my 
family."  
62 Jesus replied [C],  
 "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back  
     is fit for service in the kingdom of God." 
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Appendix 2 - The Talk itself 

• This course Preaching the Passage, concentrates on principles for understanding a passage 

in order to be able to preach it. Time restrictions mean that it will not cover the practicalities 

of actually writing a Talk. 

 

• What follows here are some brief points that may help in writing the talk itself. 

 

Every Sermon/Bible Talk has three core parts – An Introduction, Body and Conclusion. 

 Introduction 

� Needs to be snappy, engaging and provide a point of entry for the gospel. 

� It makes the link between God’s word and the listeners world – between God’s story 

and their story. 

� The introduction also serves to introduce you as a person. 

� It can be helpful to tell people up front where you want to end (e.g. ‘In a few 

minutes, I am going to ask you if you would like to become a Christian…’). This helps 

avoid any manipulation. 

� This could be the last element that you write. 

 

 Body 

� The body of the sermon is where you make your argument. One to three points will 

usually suffice. 

� A helpful rule is to ensure that with each point you: 

   

  – State and locate,  

� Make your point and back yourself up by showing where you got your point in the 

Bible. 

� Don’t assume that the listener will know how to find it in the Bible – give page 

numbers, chapter and verse.  

   

  - Explain 

� Explain your point. 

� Keep it simple and use language and images that translate gospel terms into 

layman’s terms. 

� Quote the world to establish argument – show agreement before critique. 

� Expose the clichés of our world.  

Clichés carry the theology of the average person. It is up to 

[the preacher] to expose them in the light of the biblical truth 

(Ray Galea, SMBC, page, 76) 

  For example:  

  Cliché: We believe that all religions are basically the same.  

 Critique: They only differ on matters of creation, sin, heaven, hell, God and 

Salvation…! 
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  - Illustrate 

� Illustrate your point. 

� Draw from things that the listener would know. 

� Don’t proclaim to be an expert if you are not – especially if your listeners are experts

  

  - Apply 

� Apply your point to your listener. 

� Be specific and think of specific people who would be listening (although avoid 

naming them!!) 

� It can be helpful to think in terms of spiritual condition.  

 

 Conclusion 

� Use language consistent with the sermon. 

� The time to address the will of the person. 

� Don’t wimp out. God calls, be that voice. 

� Pray 
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Appendix 3 - Books and Resources 

What follows are some good books or resources on preaching. Some of these have been 

consulted and referenced in this subject. The list is not meant to be exhaustive. 

 

Brian Chapell Christ-Centred Preaching – redeeming the expository sermon. (2nd Ed. Grand 

Rapids: Baker Academic, 2005) 

Mark Dever & 

Mark Gilbert Preach – Theology Meets Practice. (Nashville: B&H Publishing, 2012). Helpful 

for thinking through the mechanics of a talk. 

 

Gary Millar &  

Phil Campbell   Saving Eutychus- How to preach God’s word and keep people awake 

(Kingsford: Matthias Media, 2013). Helpful for thinking through how to 

speak such that people will want to listen. 

 

Haddon W. Robinson Biblical Preaching – the development and delivery of expository messages 

(Grand Rapids: Baker Books House, 1980) – also known as Expository 

Preaching – principles & practice (Leicester, IVP, 1980). Probably the most 

seminal book of the last century on preaching. 

SMBC Press (ed.) How to prepare a Bible Talk (Croydon: SMBC, 2003). 

 

 


