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Following on from last session, we are today looking at the third day in the Mark 11-13 section – specifically 
Chapter 13. 
 
 The Second Reception: (Ch 13) 
 

• The nature and role of Mark 13 
 

Mark 13 stands out as different from the rest of Mark both in terms of genre and content. It can be 
described as ‘apocalyptic’ – the same genre ascribed to Revelation, the second halves of Daniel & 
Zechariah, and parts of Ezekiel. 
 
Apocalyptic: 

“The revelation of God’s plans for history and of his coming in triumph at the end of 

history”(NBD) 
 

• ‘Olivet Discourse’ (Mark 13:3-37) 
 
This chapter in Mark is often called the ‘Olivet Discourse’ (or Synoptic Apocalypse) which along with the 
parallel sections of Matthew (24:3-25:46) and Luke (21:5-36) record the last major discourse of Jesus  
and teaches about what is to come in the future. It is called the ‘Olivet Discourse’ because Jesus 
delivered this teaching on the Mount of Olives (just opposite the temple – 13:3) 
 

 

• The history of thinking about Mark 13 
 

Jesus’ predictions in Mark 13 have raised several questions in (not necessarily Christian) scholarship. In 
what timeframe did he expect them to be fulfilled? Were they to be fulfilled all at once? Are they to be 
understood as spiritual or historical events? 
 
Colani – the ‘Little Apocalypse’ theory (1864) 
Suggested late in the 19

th
 century – the idea that Mark 13 was really a separate book in the style of 

Revelation which was inserted into Mark by an editor. 
 
Weiss – ‘consistent eschatology’ 
The idea that Jesus expected all these events to occur at his arrival in Jerusalem, but was disappointed 
and so tried to ‘force’ God into fulfilling them by going to the cross. 
 
Bultmann – ‘existential’ interpretation 
Jesus’ predictions were timeless principles, not spiritual or historical events, and regarded a moment of 
decision in each person’s life. 
 
Dodd – ‘realized eschatology’ 
Jesus’ predictions were fully completed in his death and resurrection. There are no future events left to 
be fulfilled. 
 
Ladd – ‘inaugurated eschatology’ 
The Kingdom arrives in Jesus’ death and resurrection, but there is now an interim period (‘the last days’) 
of the preaching of the Kingdom before Jesus returns in a final fulfillment of his predictions. 
 

 

• Evaluating the theories 
 

So how do we understand the predictions Jesus makes in Mark 13? We need to go back to the text and 
work out what is the most consistent picture of the predictions (individually and as a whole), given the 
subsequent events in Jerusalem, Jesus’ earlier teaching and predictions, and consistency with the rest of 
the Bible. 
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Group Exercise – look at Mark 13:1-31 and for each of the events fill in the table indicating when the 
event is completed. 
 

 Interpretation of when it’s fulfilled (completed) 

Prediction In Jesus’ death and 
resurrection 

At the destruction of 
Jerusalem in 70AD 

At Jesus’ Second 
Coming 

v2 – Destruction 
 
 
 

   

v6,21-22 – False Christ’s 
 
 
 

   

v8 – Wars, Earthquakes, Famine 
 
 
 

   

v9,11-13 – Persecution 
 
 
 

   

v10 – Gospel to the world 
 
 
 

   

v14 – Abomination 
 
 
 

   

v24-25 – Distress 
 
 
 

   

v26 – Coming in Clouds 
This is the second of three 
references in Mark to the second 
coming – Mk 8:38-; 13:26; 14:62. 
(NB – Daniel 7:13-14) 

   

v27 – Elect gathered 
 
 
 

   

v30 – This generation will not 
pass away 
 
 

   

 
 
Consider the explanation of Mark 13 as recorded in the PTC notes (pp 131-141).  
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Application: 
 

• Don’t be deceived! – Many will come claiming the authority of the Messiah – stand firm in Jesus’ 
teaching and promises – his second coming will be unmistakable (Mk 13:26). Be discerning! 

 

• Persevere! – There will be many persecutions - stand firm to the end and be saved (Mk 13:13). Don’t 
expect a rosy earthly life. But take heart in what Jesus has accomplished at the cross (e.g. John 16:33). 

 

• Keep Watch! – Jesus warns us ahead of time (Mk 13:23) so that we can be on guard against deception 
and against the discouragement of persecution. Are you ready? 

 

• Build what lasts! – the coming events will consume the earthly (Mk 13:1-2) in preparation for the 
heavenly. Where are you investing your time, energy, thought, and money? 

 
 
References For Further Reading! 
 

Bolt, P.G., ‘Mark 13: An Apocalyptic Precursor to the Passion Narrative’ in RTR (Vol 54), Jan 
1995: No 1, 10-32. 

 
 
For next week: 
 
Read through Unit 10 of the PTC Notes for next week. 


