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Introduction 
 

• The turning point of the Gospel of Mark is the confession of Jesus as the Christ/Messiah  
 at Caesarea Philippi (8:27-30).  From this point, the focus of Mark’s Gospel shifts from  
 the ‘Who is Jesus?’ question to  ‘What does it mean for Jesus to be the Christ?’  Jesus  
 explicitly teaches about his suffering and death, while on his way to Jerusalem.  We’ll  
 focus in this unit on what Jesus has to say about his fate.... 
 

TASK: Read Isaiah 53 and take note of: 
 a) What happens to the Servant of the Lord in this chapter? 
 b) What are the reasons for the suffering of the Servant? 
 c) Any parallels with the presentation of Jesus in Mark? 

 

 
1. The Background Setting 

 
The Sinfulness of Sin 
 

• Sin and its consequences are serious.  Hence, John the Baptist prepares for the 
Messiah’s coming by calling for repentance.  The Messiah’s ministry involves forgiveness 
AND  impending judgment (c.f. Matthew 3:7-12). 

o Key aspect of Jesus’ ministry is to deal with the problem of sin.  He continually 
demands repentance (Matt 9:13; Mark 1:15 & 2:17), affirming that there is 
nothing but condemnation for those who remain in their sins. 

o Jesus confirms endemic human sinfulness (e.g. Matt 7:11); while talking about 
the narrow way of righteousness and its unattainable standard, both negatively 
and positively (see Matt 5:21-48).  Consequences of sin - judgement and hell, etc 
- are awful. 

 

• Sin and its power are thus important background for Jesus’ death.  He came to smash 
sin’s power and defuse its consequences - for us, who are slaves to sin. 

 
The Sanctity of Suffering 
 

• Suffering not unalterably evil - it’s part of the cost of discipleship (Mark 4:17; 13: 9, 13) 
and can even be a path of blessing (Matt 5:11-12). 

• Jesus’ suffering gives meaning to the suffering of his followers.  More importantly, it’s the 
positive, purposeful, God-designed means of bringing blessing to mankind.  It does the  
impossible: bring sinful people into God’s kingdom (Mark 10:27). 

 
 

2. The Suffering and Death of the King 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exercise: 
 
Write out the three ‘passion predictions’ (Mark 8:31-33; 9:30-32; 10:32-34). What 
are the similarities and differences among the three? 
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Prediction 1 
 

• In Old Testament prophecies, God tells of what the future holds because he controls it 
and determines what will happen; when it happens, it proves that it represented what  
God had planned and fulfilled. 

 
o The same thing with passion predictions: when what will happen to the Son of 

Man takes place, it’s what God determined from the beginning - that the Messiah 
must suffer. 

 
o This path of suffering is the overruling purpose of God - as described in Isaiah 

53. 
 
 

• The Disciples cannot accept this - rejected Messiah isn’t compatible with Jewish 
expectations. 

o Peter rebukes Jesus - Jesus rebukes Peter and the temptation he ‘offers’ of a 
way without suffering and death - thus without enthronement, salvation, 
judgment, and God’s will being done. 

o Cost of suffering and following the Christ is then outlined (8:34-9:1). 
 

• Three incidents confirming the truth of Jesus’ words re: his immediate future: 
 

Transfiguration (9:2-8) 

• This  reveals Jesus’ identity to the disciples, as well as giving a taste of the kingdom of 
God coming in power (c.f. 9:1).  Confirmation of the secret of Jesus as Messiah and 
Servant of the Lord (c.f.. 1:11). 

• ‘After six days’ – the required time in Exodus 24:15-18 for preparation of Moses for the 
coming  revelation of God: same for disciples. 

• They see Moses and Elijah (personification of message of O.T.); Jesus glorified  
 (indication of what lies beyond his suffering); the cloud (represents God’s presence in 
 O.T. – Tabernacle and pillar of cloud; recalls theophanies of Moses & Elijah in Exodus 19  
 and 1 Kings 19). 

• Discussion of ‘exodus’ (‘departure’) Jesus would accomplish at Jerusalem (Luke 9:31). 

• Refers to Jesus’ death and resurrection redeeming his people under the New Covenant, 
as the first exodus redeemed the Old Covenant people of God from Egypt. 
 

• Strengthens disciples for their own future: as with Jesus, beyond their suffering lies glory.  
They are called to hear and obey Jesus as the great prophet (Deut 18:15), the final 
bearer of God’s words to men. 
 

Don’t Tell Anyone! (9:9-13)  

• The disciples are told to be silent, because Jesus’ true glory through suffering won’t be 
seen till after he’s been raised.  Disciples still don’t understand – they have the Jewish 
hope of a general resurrection of everyone (Daniel 12:1-2) in mind.   

• Jesus points out that ‘Elijah’ (i.e. John the Baptist) has already come and been rejected – 
all that’s left now is for the Son of Man to suffer and be rejected, before the resurrection 
day & Kingdom of God. 

 
Healing of Demon-Possessed Boy (9:14-29) 

• Like at this baptism, the Transfiguration is followed by confrontation with Satan and the 
demonic world.  Only through this confrontation and subsequent suffering, Jesus will 
enter glory. 
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Prediction 2 
 

• The two points of difference: Jesus’ suffering so certain it can be described as already 
accomplished; and Jesus ‘delivered up’/’betrayed’ into the hands of men – not just by 
Judas, but by God in fulfillment of his will. 

 

Prediction 3 
 

• Jesus resolute in setting his face towards Jerusalem; his followers are amazed and 
frightened.  New elements in the detail, paralleled in O.T. (c.f. Isaiah 50:6 & Psalm 22). 

 
 

3. The necessity of Jesus death 
 

• Gospel writers express Jesus’ death as God’s will, in fulfillment of prophecy & 
timetable/course God laid down.  Evidence in use of ‘must’/’’it is necessary’ – divine 
compulsion. No other possibility – no other way than God’s will.  Humans do the deed 
and carry the guilt and responsibility – but they are doing the will of God (c.f. Acts 2:23, 
4:27-28). 

• Jesus saw the necessity of his death from the beginning – words of Isaiah 42:1 at his 
baptism indicate his role as Servant of the Lord from Isaiah (c.f. other ‘Servant songs’ in 
Isaiah 49:1-6, 50:4-9, and 52:13-53:12).  Also, rejection of worldly success in his 
temptation (Matt 4:1-11) & bridegroom ‘taken away’ (Mark 2:19-20) in violent death. 

 

For next Week: 
 
1) Read through Unit 8 of the PTC Notes for next week. 
 
 

References (for possible further reading) 

 
 Articles on ‘Death & Resurrection’, ‘Theophany’, ‘Mark’ in New Dictionary of Biblical Theology. 
 
Barnett, P.,  The Servant King: Reading Mark Today, chapters 16-19. 


