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Mark attempts to answer the question of ‘Who is Jesus?’ and he does this by reporting how various 
individuals living at the time of Jesus respond to him. 
 
These characters are minor in the narrative of Mark – we meet or hear of them only once (e.g. the crowds in 
Mk 6:30-43; 8:1-13, the demon possessed man Mk 5:1-20, the Syrophoenician Woman in Mk 7:24-30, the 
Deaf and Mute Man in Mk 7:31-37 and the list goes on. Their contribution however is major as they 
consistently bring an innocent and open-minded understanding of who Jesus really is – what a shame that 
more people didn’t listen to those of small voice! 
 
Have another look at the flow of Mark from the timeline chart given out in week 1. Ensure you locate yourself 
before jumping into this session. 
 
 

 
 
 

Considering what you have studied in Mark, what do you observe? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflection: 
• If you walked up to a stranger in the street and asked ‘Who is Jesus?’ – what answers 

could you expect to receive? 

Seminar Activity 
•••• There are three subsections of Mark topped and tailed by sea crossings.  

  Crossing 1 - Mark 6:45-52 
  Crossing 2 – Mark 6:53-8:10 
  Crossing 3 – Mark 8:11-26 
 

•••• Your task in four groups: 
 

1. Read the passage (allocated below) 
 

2. Read the PTC Notes for the corresponding section 
 

3. Draw a picture (on Butchers Paper) which captures the major point  
 

4. How do you think Mark would want the reader to respond? 
 

You have 15 minutes to do this exercise. Then as a group you will need to present the picture 
to the rest of the group and tells how you would answer question 4. 
 
 Group 1 – Mark 6:45-52 
 
 Group 2 – Mark 6:53-7:23  
 
 Group 3 – Mark 7:24-8:10 
 
 Group 4 – Mark 8:11-26 
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Was Jesus the Messiah? 
 
 

The idea of Jesus as Messiah (Cristo,j – ‘Christ’) was introduced in the very first verse of Mark but then not 

used until Mark 8:29. Yet what we have seen in the whole first half of Mark is repeated demonstration of 
Jesus as Messiah 

• John the Baptist announces him (1:7),  

• the Spirit anoints him at baptism (1:10),  

• and God’s voice from heaven calls him ‘son’ (1:11 c.f. Ps 2:7),  

• Jesus announces the coming of the kingdom (1:15) – and the following parables reinforce the 
coming of the kingdom (c.f. 4:1-20, 26-29, 30-34) 

• Jesus teaches with authority which is recognized as divine (1:27. 2:7), 

• Jesus called disciples who were not from the existing religious establishment – and they 
followed (1:16-20, 2:13-14, 3:14-19). 

• Jesus declares forgiveness of sins – which only God can do (2:5). 

• Jesus begins to heal and perform miracles which appear to have no worldly explanation – 
sickness, suffering and death are overcome in what Jesus does. 

• Jesus challenges the authority of Satan and shows him to be of no threat to the rule of Jesus 
(1:23-26, 3:23-30, 5:1-20). 

 
The reader is called to make up their own mind as to who they think Jesus is - as we have seen (study 3) the 
titles used of Jesus are varied: ‘Son of God’, ‘Servant of the Lord’ and of himself ‘Son of Man’. It is from Mark 
8:27 that we enter a new phase in the narrative – starting with the disciples, Jesus intentionally asks ‘Who do 
you say I am?’ (8:29). 
 
Interestingly, the ‘Messiah’ (Christ) term, used so sparingly in the first eight chapters of Mark makes several 
appearances in the second half of Mark and in those cases most often in Jesus’ final confrontation with the 
Jewish authorities which leads to his execution (12:35, 13:21, 14:61, 15:32 c.f. Mark 9:41). The clustering of 
uses in not unique to Mark as Matthew and Luke are similar, but what is notable is that Marks’ uses is almost 
entirely confined to the passion material possibly indicating that the term should be closely associated with 
the death of Jesus.

1
 Further, it seems Mark’s purpose is to show that Jesus’ identity as messiah can only be 

clearly understood in the light of the cross. When Peter correctly identifies Jesus as the Christ (8:29), Jesus 
makes the first of his death predictions. Coming down from the mountain following the transfiguration, Jesus 
instructs Peter, James and John not to say anything of the experience until after the resurrection (9:9). And 
Jesus’ only explicit affirmation of his identity as ‘Messiah’ occurs when on trial before the Sanhedrin which 
leads directly to his death sentence. 
 
The ‘Messianic Secret’ – the idea that Jesus’ identity is intentionally kept hidden in Mark - is consistent with 
the purpose Mark has for revealing the Christ and calling people to ask the question ‘Who is this man?’. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
1
 L.W.Hurtado, ‘Christ’ in Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospel (Leicester: IVP, 1992), 112. 

Reflections 
 
 

•••• Have you seen similar responses (as that from the disciples, Pharisees or the minor 
characters) today? 
 
 
 
 

•••• How would you loving address some of those kinds of responses? 
 

o The disciples 
 

o The Pharisees 
 

o The Minor Characters 
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For next Week: 
 
 

1) Don’t forget to read through Unit 7 of the PTC Notes for next week. 
 

Personal Application: 
 

• Does doubt affect your relationship with Jesus? How? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


