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In Mark 1:16-45 Jesus has showed his authority – he has called his first disciples (1:16-20), 
amazed people at his authoritative teaching (1:21-22), driving out an evil spirit further amazing 
onlookers of his authority (1;23-28), healed Simon’s mother-in-law and then crowds of others (a 
whole town’s worth!) wanting healing from disease, evil spirits and leprosy (1:30-34, 40-42). 
 
As a result great crowds grew as news spread (despite Jesus telling them not to say anything) 
and Jesus could not enter places freely (1:37-39, 43-2:2). 
 
With Jesus’ authority revealed and on display we notice two contrasting things coming out the 
following chapters: 

 
First, Opposition is raised - Jesus’ authority is questioned and opposed by the Pharisees 

and scribes.  Jesus begins to speak in Parables effectively passing judgment on those who will 
not believe. 

 
Second, Faith in Jesus grows - Jesus begins to perform miracles and teach about faith. 
 

 

Opposition to Jesus1 
 

From Mark 2:1-3:6 there are five stories recounting opposition. Each story has the same 
structure; 
 

� Jesus performs some startling actions 
� the Pharisees & scribes are offended & challenge his action 
� Jesus responds with a crucial pronouncement, shedding light on who he is and 

what his coming means. 
 

By his display of authority, Jesus infuriates the Jewish authorities.  He threatens them and their: 

• authority/hold on authority 

• popularity 

• identity (Jesus brings about the ‘new’ – which has implications for the ‘old’ and its 
power brokers). 

 
NOTE two important factors in this section: 

• Opposition to Jesus has cosmic dimension – ‘strong man’ (3:27) fights against his 
dethronement and replacement by the rightful king using human agents, seeking to 
deflect Jesus from his mission & to crush him. 

• Jesus’ conflict with the old Jewish order -> decision to kill him. 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1
  This section covers some ground introduced in Study 3. 

Reflection:  One of the most common objections to God raised is the question of suffering… 

•  ‘Why does God allow so much suffering in the world?  

• If God was really there, why does he allow so much suffering? 
 
How do you answer this objection? 
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Healing the Paralytic (2:1-12) 

• The Pharisee’s consider Jesus’ claim to forgive sins is an affront to God’s majesty 

• Jesus does the miracle they could see so that they might know he had done the miracle 
they couldn’t see – contrast of the two miracles. 

• John the Baptist merely announces God’s forgiveness; Jesus actually forgives. 
 
The Call of Levi (2:13-17) 

• Jesus walking by the sea again, gathering followers (c.f. 1:16). 

• Levi a tax collector/outcast with no rights in law.  A ‘sinner’ – person who didn’t come up 
to Pharisees’ standard of law keeping. 

• For Pharisees, law keeping was a means of gaining purity. 

• Jesus invites & welcomes & saves people while they are sinners (Romans 5:8) – 
Kingdom of God for those who know they are not worthy, not for those who consider 
themselves worthy of it. 

 
Fasting and Joy (2:18-22) 

• Old Testament required fasting only on the Day of Atonement, as act of repentance in 
preparation for having own sins dealt with.  In the 1

st
 century, Pharisees fasted 24/7 to 

show piety & commitment. 

• Jesus uses three illustrations (wedding, old/new cloth, old/new wine) to show fasting is 
inappropriate.  For the Pharisees, fasting is repentance for past sin & preparation for 
future salvation.  But with Jesus, age of salvation and forgiveness is here – no need for 
fasting or preparation.  All things are new – law is fulfilled! 

 
Labouring and the Sabbath (2:23-28) 

• The act of plucking grain is not in itself illegal (Deut. 23:25).  The issue is with when – 
reaping is forbidden on the Sabbath.  How can Jesus be holy if he’s breaking the 
Sabbath? 

• Jesus suggests that the Pharisees’ interpretation is wrong – it would make David guilty 
and condemn him and the Scriptures don’t make this case (Word of God vs. word of 
man). 

• The Pharisees were wrong about Sabbath law: the Sabbath is to provide rest for people 
and to remind them of the eternal rest God has prepared for them in age to come.  The 
weekly Sabbath a reminder of the heavenly Sabbath.  Jesus is Lord of this Sabbath. 

 
Healing on the Sabbath (2:28-3:6) 

• Oral law permitted urgent healings; Jesus performing ‘non-urgent’ healing.  

• Jesus’ question catches the Pharisees out (not for the last time!) – it exposes their 
insensitivity to God’s purposes and to human suffering. 

• Jesus the Lord of the reality towards which the Sabbath points – the Messianic Age. 
 
In these incidents, Jesus: 
 

(negatively) attacks Pharisees beliefs and practices, and 

Exercise: 

Read the following passages from Mark: What’s the dispute about?  What’s Jesus’ response? 

• 2:1-12 

• 2:13-17 

• 2:18-22 

• 2:23-28 

• 2:28-3:6 
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(positively) reveals himself as the king in God’s kingdom ushering in God’s new age, in 
which he will rule as the Son of Man.  This all leads to the plot to kill him, by the religious & 
political leaders (3:6). 

 
 
The crowds follow Jesus and so we see those who respond positively to Jesus and those 

who respond negatively. Jesus begins to speak in parables against those who respond negatively 
and he performs miracles for those who respond positively. But that is too simplistic which should 
become obvious as we turn our attention to the Miracles. 
 
 

The Miracles of Jesus 
 
The miracles of Jesus are fairly significant in the text of Mark - 31% of Mark is devoted to 
miracles, directly or indirectly. 
 

What is the function of Miracles? 
 

• Traditionally, evidential purpose: in other words to prove who Jesus was (c.f. Augustine, 
Calvin) 

• But Jesus did not work miracles to call attention to his message or credentials (c.f. 8:12) 
and he often swore people to secrecy (1:44).  Also, faith appears to be a necessary 
precondition of miracles (e.g. 6:5-6, 5:34 & 36, etc.).   

• Does this mean there is a pattern? 
 
 
 
 
 

              Faith in Jesus     Miracle of Jesus 
 
 
 
 

Resolution? 
 

• Matthew 11:2-6 – salvation is a process and the fulfillment of Old Testament promise. 
Consider Isaiah 35: Israel’s journey through wilderness, then their return from exile with 
miraculous healings, before eventual return to Zion (35:10) which is decisive event of 
salvation. Consider also Isaiah 61 things in motion for return of exiles & their salvation.   

 

• Mark 3:22-27 (c.f. Lk 11:17-22) – Jesus and his miracles are breaking Satan’s power, 
which must be done before God’s kingdom is established. The miracles, like plagues, are 
demonstrations of power that point to a great salvation coming, that is the coming of the 
kingdom of God.   
 

• Jesus sees his preaching & miracles as forerunners of salvation. 
 
Thus: Miracles show (in limited way) what it means for God to rule; they tell of the 
destruction of God’s enemies & reversal of disorder in creation; and signs of coming of 
God’s kingdom. 
 

• Notice concerning the miracles that the emphasis is not as much on the healing or the 
extraordinary nature of the event, but on the teaching of Jesus. It certainly appears that 
Jesus’ higher priority was to preach the kingdom of God (c.f. 1:38). 
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• Jesus does not take the lead or initiates the healings of exorcisms (in these early 
miracles). When he does, later those miracles are made with O.T./Israel parallels: 
Resurrections (5:21-43; c.f. Ezek 37, Isaiah 26:19); Feeding miracles (6:30-44, 8:1-10 – 
c.f. Ex 16, 1 Kings 17:6-16 etc); Sea miracles (4:35-41, 6:45-52 – c.f. Ps 77, 107). 

• Reflect also that with the Old Testament, it starts with a BIG miracle of Creation.  
Following are clusters of miracles in at significant points (Abram and Sarah having a child 
in their old age; Moses – establishing of covenant; Elijah/Elisha – call back to covenant; 
Jesus’ birth). 

• Jesus is passive and active in miracles; as the object (birth, transfiguration, resurrection) 
and the doer of miracles.  He does 35 specific miracles, excluding parallels (see 
Appendix). 

 

Miracles and Faith 
 
In Mark 4:35-5:43 there are four miracles and in each Jesus a) makes clear who he is, b) cares 
for those in need who are coming to him and c) praises and encourages faith. 
 
Jesus calms the storm (4:35-41) – show his lordship: over nature and as one who can do what 
only God can do. 

� Old Testament references to one who has control of wind and waves (c.f. Ps 33:7; 65:6-
8; 77:16; 107:23-32; Amos 4:13) 
 

• Notice the questions in quick succession asked in this section. 
1. From the disciples: ‘Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?’ (4:38) 
2. From Jesus: ‘Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?’ (4:40) 
3. From the disciples: ‘Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!’ 

(4:41) 
 
Jesus exorcises the demon-possessed hermit (5:1-20) – shows his lordship over Satan. 
� Legion an example of breakdown of God’s purposes in creation, and a picture of 

someone in hell, under Satan’s control.  Jesus overthrows the strong man and plunders 
his goods in restoring the man. 

 

• Jesus, the king of God’s kingdom, had come into the world where evil dominates and 
plunders and he deals with it. Jesus has come to fix. 

 
Jesus raises Jairus’ daughter to life (5:21-24 & 35-43) – shows his lordship over death 
� Jesus overcomes our great enemy (c.f. 1 Cor 15:21-28) 
 
Jesus heals the woman with the flow of blood (5:25-34) – shows his lordship over sickness 
� Jesus deals with disorder in creation because of sin. 
 

• These last two incidents (the literary sandwich) provide a foretaste of the kingdom of God 
as we see: 

• The restoration of an outcast into the community of God’s people. 

• The heralding of the final, complete overthrown of death 

• A glimpse of the new age in which God’s king will reign and where all 
that is wrong in this present age will be put right. 

 
So let’s review. We have disciples asking the question ‘Who is this man?’ (4:41), Legion 
proclaiming Jesus a ‘Son of the Most High God’ (5:7), Jairus and a bleeding woman both 
demonstrating an active faith in Jesus by coming to him for what no one else can give. Chapter 6 
then starts with Jesus returning to his home town. What should we expect? Those who know 
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Jesus best should embrace him and instead, in contrast to the incidents directly before, he 
declares them to be without faith (6:6). 
 
The miracles are teaching us something about a) Jesus, b) how he cares for those coming to him 
for help and c) faith. 
 
The connection between miracles and faith therefore be summarized like this: 
 

1. Jesus is free to do miracles whether or not faith is present. 

• In 1:21-26 (driving out an evil spirit); 3:1-6 (man with a shriveled hand) 
and 5:1-20 (Legion) there is no mention of faith – each time Jesus 
performs a miracle. 

• In 4:35-41 – the disciples lack faith – yet Jesus calms the storm. 

• In 6:1-6 – Jesus’ hometown lacks faith – and Jesus does not perform any 
miracles. 

 
2. While Jesus is free to do miracles (at will), faith is usually present. 

• Implied faith when people come to Jesus for healing or to request help - 
1:30 (the disciples), 1:32 (people bringing the sick), 1:40 (a man with 
leprosy), 3:10 (crowds who wanted healing), 5:6 (Legion). 

• Explicit faith when people are even commended for their faith – 2:1-10 
(friends who brought the paralytic), 5:25-34 (bleeding woman), 5:21-24, 
34-43 (Jairus). In each of these cases Jesus directs their faith toward a 
greater knowledge of himself. 
 

3. Miracles are not the cause of faith.  

• Faith is usually present when a person has some knowledge of Jesus 
but Jesus uses the miracle to increases the person’s understanding of 
who he is and what he can do. 

 
So… 
 

FAITH IS BASED ON KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS, NOT ON THE MIRACLES HE DID. 
 
 
 

Conclusion 
 

How do you respond to Jesus? 
 
From what you know of him it seems you have two choices – to accept or reject him. 
 
Rejection is a consequence of the fall. Acceptance is a demonstration of grace on the 

part of God and is a sign of faith. 
 

In each incident above, Jesus confronts and reverses the chaos and consequences of the Fall, 
restoring the form and order of Eden. In the process we discover: 
 

• More about Jesus and what kind of king he is.   

• More about the coming of God’s reign in Jesus. 

• That those in need can come to Jesus. 

• That Jesus can deal with suffering – and does. 

• That Jesus heals and does what only God can do – not because of something 
that we have done, but because of something he choose to do. 

• That God is ruling and restoring all things to their rightful and proper place.   
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• We gain a glimpse of what life will be like in God’s kingdom. 
 

• That faith in Jesus is a good thing! 
 
 

 
 
 

For next Week: 
 

1) Re-read Mark’s Gospel – if possible, in one sitting (again, it should only take an hour).  As 
you’re reading, think about: 
 

• What contribution do you think that minor characters (those we meet only once in 
the story) make in the unfolding narrative of Mark? 

 
 
2) Don’t forget to read through Unit 6 of the PTC Notes for next week. 
 
 

References (for possible further reading) 

 
Moore Theological  
College, New Testament 1  MTC  Correspondence Course. Sydney: MTC, 2008, 

69-80.  

 
Articles on ‘Miracles’ in New Bible Dictionary, Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels, New 
Dictionary of Biblical Theology. 

Reflection:  After going through this study, how would you modify your reflections from the start of 
the study? 

•  ‘Why does God allow so much suffering in the world?  

• If God was really there, why does he allow so much suffering? 
 

How do you answer this objection? 

 



School of Ministry – New Testament 1   

Week 5 – Jesus cares for the Perishing   

Ken D Noakes 7 of 7 13/10/10 

Basis of this seminar’s material is taken from New Testament 1  MTC  Correspondence Course, (Sydney: MTC, 1994), Ch 
5. Note there is now a later edition of these notes prepared by Rob Maidment in 2008. 

 

 

APPENDIX – THE RECORDED MIRACLES OF JESUS 
 

In Mark    Mark  Luke  Matthew  John 
Unclean spirit   1:23-26  4:33-35   
Mother-in-law with fever  1:30-31  4:38-39  8:14-15 
Leper    1:40-42  5:12-13  8:2-4 
Paralytic   2:3-12  5:18-25  9:2-7 
Man with withered hand  3:3-5  6:6-10  12:10-13 
 
Storm stilled   4:37-41  8:22-25  8:23-27 
Legion/demoniac  5:1-15  8:27-35  8:28-34 
Jairus’ daughter raised  5:22-24,38-42 8:41-42,49-56 9:18-19,23-25 
Woman with flow of blood 5:25-29  8:43-48  9:20-22 
 
Feeding of 5,000  6:35-44  9:12-17  14:15-21  6:5-13 
Walking on water  6:48-51    14:25   6:19-21 
Demon in girl (Greek woman) 7:24-30    15:21-28 
Deaf and dumb man  7:31-37  
Feeding of 4,000  8:1-9    15:32-38 
Blind man   8:22-26 
 
Boy with dumb spirit  9:17-19  9:38-43  17:14-18 
Blind beggar   10:46-52 18:35-43 20:29-34 
Fig tree withered  11:12-14,20-25   21:18-22 
 
In Luke and Matthew 
Centurion’s sick slave    7:1-10  8:5-13 
Demon that was dumb    11:14  12:22 
 
Only in Luke 
Catch of fish     5:4-11   
Dead son in Nain    7:11-15 
Woman bent over    13:11-13 
Man with dropsy    14:1-4 
10 lepers     17:11-19 
Servant’s ear     22:50-51 
 
Only in Matthew 
2 blind men       9:27-31 
Dumb demoniac      9:32-33 
Coin in fish’s mouth      17:24-27 
 
Only in John 
Water into wine          2:1-11 
Official’s sick son         4:46-54 
Cripple by pool          5:1-9 
Blind man          9:1-12 
Raising Lazarus from death        11:1-44 
Catch of fish (only miracle after resurrection)      21:1-11 
 
 


