
School of Ministry – New Testament 1   

Week 3 – The kingdom of God is near 
 

Jon Guyer/Michael Southern and Ken Noakes 1 of 5 3/09/15 

Basis of this seminar is taken from New Testament 1  MTC  Correspondence Course, (Sydney: MTC, 1994), Ch 3. 

The authority of Jesus 
 
From the start of Mark, Jesus shows his authority: 
 

To Call People (Mark 1:16-20, c.f. also 2:13-14) 
 
 
 
 

To Teach (Mark 1:21-28)  
 
 
 
 
 

Over Satan (Mark 1:21-28) 
 
 
 
 
 

Over Sickness (1:29-34, 40-45, 3:1-6) 
 
 
 
 
Over sin (2:1-12) 
 
 
 
 
Over OT law (2:23-27) 
 
 
 
 
Over Nature (4:35-41) 

 
 
 
In effect, what you see occurring in the opening chapters of Mark is Jesus reverses the effects of the Fall. On 
display is the authority of Jesus over the authority of Satan. Kingdom of God winning. 
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Kingdom of God 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Significance: 
 

• By the numbers: ‘Kingdom of God’ incidences 
 

Matthew: 4 Mark: 14 
Luke: 32 John: 2 
Acts: 6 Paul: 8 
Revelation: 1  

 

• Jesus’ central message: Mark 1:15  
(c.f. Matthew 4:17, Luke 4:43) 

 
 
 

Issues: (Leader Note: see below for critical thinking grid) 

 

• Terminology (Kingdom of God, Kingdom of 
Heaven, The Kingdom) 

 

• Dimensions 
 

 A future state: 
  Anticipated (Foreshadowed) 
  Achieved (Inaugurated) 
  Awaited (Established) 
  ------------------------------------------- 
  Arrived (Consummated) 
 

Rule  
 
 
 

 

Realm 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Present 
 

Future 
 

• Location 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is it Israel? 
The Church? 
Christians?  
Is it exclusive or universal?  

 
Definitions: 
 

‘The term “kingdom of God” or “kingdom of 
Heaven” signifies God’s sovereign, dynamic 
and eschatological rule’ (DOJATG*) 
 
‘The sense of realm – a territorial kingdom – 
is secondary, arising out of the necessity for a 
definite locus as the sphere for the exercise 
of sovereignty’. (DOJATG) 
 
‘The Kingdom is not the church… The church 
is the fellowship of people who have 
accepted God’s offer of the kingdom, 
submitted to its rule, and entered into its 
blessings’ (NEDT*) 

 
 

Biblical Theology: 
 
Pre-figured: Eden (Gen 1-2) 
Obscured: Fall (Gen 3) 
Promised: Abraham (Gen 17:6-8) 
Agreed: Moses (Ex 19:4-6, 20) 
Disagreed: Gideon (Judges 8:22-23; 17:6) 
Requested: Samuel (1 Sam 8:4-7) 
Foreshadowed: David & Solomon (2 Sam 7) 
Prophesied: Daniel (Daniel 2:44) 
Arrived: Jesus (Mark 1:15) 
Fulfilled: Heaven (Revelation 11:15) 
 

Context:  
Jewish thinking at the time of Christ 

 

• Hopes & Expectations (of things to come) 
 
Mark 1:2; John 11:24; Mark 11:10; Acts 1:6 
 

‘In general, however, we may distinguish 
between two main tendencies in the kingdom 
thinking: an earlier, political, this-worldly 
conception of a temporary, Davidic kingdom 
with Jerusalem as the center and the Jews as 
the primary beneficiaries… and a later, 
apocalyptic conception of an ultra-mundane, 
transcendental and everlasting kingdom 
conceived in universalistic terms.’ (DOJATG) 

JW’s 

Religious Jews 

Some 

Pentecostalism 

Reformers 

National 

Israel 

The Church 

Christians 

Everyone 

"The time has come," he said. 
"The kingdom of GodThe kingdom of GodThe kingdom of GodThe kingdom of God is near. 

Repent and believe the good news!" 
(Mark 1:15) 
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Kingdom of God - in Mark 
 

• Kingdom Teaching –      Exercise:     How is the ‘Kingdom of God’ used as a concept in each passage? 
 

Text Context Usage 

Mark 1:15: '"The time has come," he said. "The kingdom 
of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!" ' 

What Jesus 
preached  

It is near. It requires a 

response. 
Mark 4:11: 'He told them, "The secret of the kingdom of 
God has been given to you. But to those on the outside 
everything is said in parables ' 

Reason for 
parables 

It is secret, but some are 

let in on it. 

Mark 4:26: 'He also said, "This is what the kingdom of 
God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. ' 

Parable of the 
Sower 

It is offered widely, but not 

accepted by all. 
Mark 4:30: 'Again he said, "What shall we say the 
kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to 
describe it? ' 

Parable of the 
Mustard Seed 

It is growing. It will be 

huge. 

Mark 9:1: 'And he said to them, "I tell you the truth, some 
who are standing here will not taste death before they 
see the kingdom of God come with power." ' 

The cost of the 
gospel 

It is coming soon. 

Mark 9:47: 'And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it 
out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with 
one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell, ' 

The necessity of 
entering the 
kingdom 

It is important. It is the 

alternative to hell. Sin 

prevents entry. 
Mark 10:14-15: 'When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. 
He said to them, "Let the little children come to me, and 
do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to 
such as these. I tell you the truth, anyone who will not 
receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never 
enter it." ' 

Answering 
various 
questions. 

It is received. It can be 

entered. 

Mark 10:23-25: 'Jesus looked around and said to his 
disciples, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom 
of God!" The disciples were amazed at his words. But 
Jesus said again, "Children, how hard it is to enter the 
kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom 
of God." ' 

Answering 
‘What I do to 
inherit eternal 
life?’ 

It is hard to enter. 

Mark 12:34: 'When Jesus saw that he had answered 
wisely, he said to him, "You are not far from the kingdom 
of God." And from then on no one dared ask him any 
more questions. ' 

Answering 
‘What is the 
most important 
commandment?’ 

It is near for those with 

wisdom. 

Mark 14:25: '"I tell you the truth, I will not drink again of 
the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it anew in 
the kingdom of God." ' 

The Last Supper It comes after Jesus’ 

death. 

Mark 15:43: 'Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member 
of the Council, who was himself waiting for the kingdom 
of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus' body. ' 

After Jesus’ 
death. 

It is waited for. 

 

• Key (problem) Passages: 
 

Mark 1:15: '"The kingdom of God is near. " ‘ 
 
Matthew 12:28: 'the kingdom of God has come upon you. ' 
 
Mark 9:1: 'some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God 
come with power." ' 
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• Kingdom Themes 
 

Text Context Sense 

Mark 3:24: 'If a kingdom is divided 
against itself, that kingdom cannot 
stand. ' 

Accusations of 
alliance with 
Satan 

Spiritual powers have kingdoms. The 

kingdom of God has an opposing kingdom. 

Mark 6:23: 'And he promised her with 
an oath, "Whatever you ask I will give 
you, up to half my kingdom." ' 

Herod’s 
execution of 
John. 

Herod’s rule is not a strong one like 

Christ’s. The kingdom of God is not an 

earthly kingdom. 
Mark 11:10: '"Blessed is the coming 
kingdom of our father David!"  
"Hosanna in the highest!"  ' 

Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem 

Jesus’ entering Jerusalem is like David’s – 

the kingdom arrives when the king arrives. 

Mark 15:2: '"Are you the king of the 
Jews?" asked Pilate. "Yes, it is as you 
say," Jesus replied. ' 

Jesus trial and 
the charge 
against him 

Jesus is ‘crowned’ as king at his execution – 

Jesus death is instrumental to the coming 

of his kingdom. 
 
 
Summary from Mark:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

References For Further Reading 
 
Ridderbos, H.N. , ‘Kingdom of God’, in New Bible Dictionary: 21st Century Edition.   

Leicester: IVP, 1994, pp 656-59. 
 

Caragounis, C.C., ‘Kingdom of God/Heaven’, in Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels.  
Leicester: IVP, 1992, pp 417-30. 
 

Application: 
 

• What is the proper response to the good news of the kingdom? 
 
 

• What is the proper activity of those within the kingdom? 
 

 

• What is the relationship of those within the kingdom to those without? 

 

Exercise 
•••• In a paragraph, how could you summarize the teaching and theme of the ‘Kingdom of 

God’ in Mark? 

 

 

 

 
A Suggested answer: 

The Kingdom of God is the eternal reign of God over his chosen people, heralded in the arrival of the King, 

Jesus, and his opening of the way into the kingdom by his death and resurrection. It now grows as people 

humbly receive the kingdom from Him and enter it, and will ultimately be revealed at the return of the king, 

commencing his eternal reign over his people in heaven. 
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For next Week: 
 
1) Re-read Mark’s Gospel – if possible, in one sitting (again, it should only take an hour).  As you’re reading, 
think about: 
 

• What is the natural understanding of the kingdom that would come just from hearing Jesus’ 
teaching? 

 

• Where else (other than Jesus’ teaching) does kingship come up as an issue? 
 

• What sort of a king is Jesus? 
 
 
2) Don’t forget to read through Unit 4 of the PTC Notes for next week. 
 
 
 

*Abbreviations 
 
DOJATG = Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels 
 
NEDT = New Evangelical Dictionary of Theology 
 

Points of View (for the leaders sake): 
 
• Positions 
 

View/Proponent Essence? What about Jesus? When does it 
come? 

Ritschl Ethical, organization of 
humanity, inspired by 
love 

An example Now, on earth 

Harnack 
(Individualistic, Spiritual, 
non-eschatological) 

Experience A teacher of general 
principles 

Now, in us 

Weiss 
(Futuristic Eschatology) 

Dualistic, spiritual Prophet Future, end times 

Dalman Dynamic, not 
geographical – the 
‘kingly rule’ of God  

Demonstrates it Mostly eschatological 

Schweitzer A concept in Jesus’ head He was expecting the 
end during the mission of 
the 12 

During Jesus’ ministry 

Bultmann 
(Existentialist) 

A supra-historical, 
supernatural entity that 
brings us to a decision. 

Expected the kingdom to 
start at his death. 

Always coming, no future 
hope. 

Dodd 
(Realized Eschatology) 

Identified with the person 
of Jesus 
 

Healings, exorcisms, 
were the king at work. 

Present reality during 
Jesus’ ministry. But 
timeless afterwards. 

Kummel A synthesis of realized 
and futurist eschatology 

The future realized in 
Jesus because he was to 
bring about salvation. 

Future but ‘active’ in 
Jesus’ ministry. 

Florovsky 
(Inaugurated 
Eschatology) 

A future state Heralds & Enables Established through 
evangelism, revealed in 
the end times. 

 


