
School of Ministry – New Testament 1   

Week 10 – The King and his Kingdom 

Ken D Noakes 1 of 6 23/05/13 

Basis of this seminar is taken from New Testament 1  MTC  Correspondence Course, (Sydney: MTC, 1994), Ch 10. Note there is now a 
later edition of these notes prepared by Rob Maidment in 2008. 

Discussion: 

• You meet someone on the ferry who sees you reading your Bible. She 

comments, ‘I don’t know why you bother – it’s obvious that it is just a story. 

You can’t serious believe that someone would die so pointlessly?!’ 

• What would you say? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
 
The end of the Gospel Mark should not have caught the disciples by surprise. Jesus was preparing the 
disciples for his violent death and resurrection from the time he resolutely turned and headed for Jerusalem 
in Chapter 8. Despite his specific predictions, the dramatic events that unfolded seemed to leave the 
disciples speechless and grasping for answers.  
 
For us as readers we also should not be caught by surprise – the gospel writer has been preparing us for 
what would come, but do we feel the gravity of the events that unfolded?  
 
Today we come to the final chapters of the Gospel of Mark – a section commonly called ‘the passion 
narratives’ (the section of the gospels that flow from the Last Supper to the death of Jesus on the cross). 
 
In Mark’s account of Jesus’ last hours we see the climax of several themes that have been developed 
through the gospel – opposition to Jesus climaxes, the idea that the Son of Man must suffer, the fulfillment of 
Old Testament prophecy, the challenge for the disciples to live up to what they have been taught and what 
they have said they would do. By the end Jesus is proclaimed as Messiah (answering the question of the first 
eight chapters ‘Who is this Jesus?’) and he has saved people from their sins (answering the question of the 
second eight chapters ‘What has this Jesus come to do?’). 
 
It is this background leading into the final hours that help us as readers understand the significance of the 
events. 
 

The Plot to Betray (Mk 14:1-9) 
 
It must have been frustrating being a Pharisee or teacher of the law at the time of Jesus! Despite their best 
efforts, Jesus always trumped them. It was early in Mark that they plotted to kill him (3:6), their questioning 
and attempts to discredit him had backfired and Jesus appeared to become more and more popular with the 
people (c.f. 12:12-37). By the time we get to Mark 14:1 the chief priests and teachers of the law were eager 
for ‘some sly way to arrest Jesus and kill him’. Finally it was Judas who gave them the way (14:10-11) 
agreeing to betray Jesus. 
 
One of the interesting features in Mark is the way the writer presents the minor characters (those who only 
appear once or twice and are left unnamed) in contrast with the major characters (like the disciples or the 
Pharisees etc.). It is the minor characters that appear to embrace, listen, follow and accept Jesus and what 
he taught, while the major characters are often opposing, stubborn, slow to learn and even reject Jesus. 
 
The unnamed woman who opens her expensive perfume to pour on and anoint Jesus (14:3-9) stands in 
contrast to Judas and the chief priests in their betrayal and treachery.  The unnamed woman (unknowingly) 
prepares Jesus’ body for death and burial, while the chief priests plot his death (knowingly). 
 

The Betrayal (14:10-52) 
 
The text leading to the point where Jesus dies on the cross has a gloomy intentionality about it. Something 
dramatic is happening. 
 

The Passover meal - Preparation for the Passover meal are made with specific accuracy. This 
festival is what the Jews celebrated every three years in remembrance of God’s salvation of their ancestors 
right back with Moses when the angel of the Lord ‘passed-over’ the doors of those who had sacrificed a lamb 
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and spread the blood over their door frames. Death passed over the first born of the Israelites that night (Ex 
12). Jesus now takes that celebrated festival are reinterprets it for the disciples. We as readers can put the 
pieces together and realize that Jesus is placing himself into the position as the last sacrificial lamb the first 
born of God who dies to save his people. 

 
Denial – as Jesus leads them in eating he announces that he will be betrayed by someone in the 

room! The disciples are horrified and immediately deny it. Yet in the room is Judas who has already gone to 
the chief priests to make the deal. There is an interesting reflection to make here back to Chapter 8:34 where 
Jesus teaches the crowd along with the disciples that the cost of being his disciple is to ‘deny himself and 
take up his cross and follow him’. Judas we can see has not denied himself and is instead confessing Christ 
with his lips ‘Surely not I’ (14:19) even though in his heart he has betrayed Jesus. 

 
It remains to be seen whether the rest of the disciples deny themselves, and take up their crosses 

and follow Jesus. Jesus referring back to Zechariah 13:7 makes clear that the disciples will deny him as it is 
written in Scripture that the shepherd will be struck down, his sheep scattered, but he also promises that he 
will gather them again after he has risen. The disciples (except Peter) remain silent. Peter objects leading to 
Jesus’ prediction that he (the disciple who had previous confessed that Jesus was the Christ and who had 
attempted to rebuke Jesus for forewarning of his coming death (8:28-32)) will deny him three times. Peter 
misses the cue and emphatically insists that he will die with Jesus of he had to (14:31) – we wait and see!) 

 
Abandonment - It all starts shortly after. Jesus goes to pray. It is interesting to note that all the key 

points in Jesus’ journey he stops to pray. The disciples found the going too tough to stay awake effectively 
leaving Jesus all alone as he faces these final hours (humanly speaking). You’ll note that Jesus returned 
from praying three times to find the disciples asleep three times – and with this final abandonment Judas 
arrives to betray Jesus with a kiss (14:41-46). After an awkward scuffle (particularly for the servant of the 
high priest who lost his ear!) Jesus is arrested but notably, ‘everyone deserted him’ (14:50). 

 

• Jesus has predicted he would be betrayed to the chief priests and teachers of the law (8:31; 
9:31; 10:33) 

• Jesus had effectively told the disciples it would be one of them who did the betrayal (14:18) 

• Jesus had told the disciples that they would deny him (14:27) 

• Jesus had told Peter he would deny him three times (14:30) 
 
At each point the disciples objected and reaffirmed their commitment to follow Jesus. True discipleship is not 
simply about the words, but by backing those words up with actions. 

• By the end of Chapter 14, Jesus has been betrayed to the chief priests and teachers of the law 
by Judas while his three closest disciples who were supposed to be keeping watch had fallen 
asleep three times. 

• What do you think Peter will do? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflection: 
• Consider how you may have confessed your faith in Jesus? Has your 

confession been simply words, or if put to the test are your words 

backed up by actions (even in the face of opposition)? 
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Exercise: 

• Throughout these final hours of Jesus’ time with his disciples he constantly 

refers to Old Testament scriptures to back-up what he is teaching. 

• Consider each listed below. 

• What is Jesus doing by quoting these scriptures? 

- Psalm 41:9 (c.f. Mk 14:17-21) 

- Zechariah 13:1-9 (c.f. Mk 14:27-31) 

- Isaiah 51:17 (c.f. Mk 14:36, 10:38) 

- Psalm 42:11 (c.f. Mk 14:32-42) 

- Isaiah 53:12 (c.f. Mk 14:49) 

- Amos 2:16 (c.f. Mk 14: 51-52) 

- Isaiah 41:27 - 42:1-7 (Mk 14) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Suffering 

 
With the chief priests and the teachers of the law finally achieving the arrest of Jesus, the first piece of the 
puzzle was in place. Now to get him convicted and put to death!  
 

Before the Sanhedrin (14:53-65) 
 
There were three attempts to condemn Jesus. 
 

1) First (14:55-57) – false testimonies against him. These did not stand as they contradicted 
themselves. 

2) Second (14:58-59) – a charge that Jesus threatened to destroy the temple. This charge also did 
not stand as the testimonies did not agree. Here is a good reason why we should consider the value 
of understanding statements in context. In John 2:19-22 when Jesus was clearing the temple of 
those who were dishonoring the temple of God he challenged his listeners to destroy the temple and 
he would rebuild it (referring to his body). In Mark Jesus’ challenge to destroy the temple is not 
recorded (11:12-19), but his rebuke of the money changers draws a response from the chief priests 
and teachers of the law – they began looking for a way to kill him - why? - because ‘they feared him 
because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching’ (11:18). 

Notably, in both these charges Jesus remained silent. 
3) Third (14:60-64) – the charge of blasphemy. It is with charge that Jesus speaks simply saying ‘I 

am’ (14:62) in answer to the high priest’s (Caiaphas) question ‘Are you the Christ?’ (14:61). The 
Jews looked forward to the day when the ‘Messiah’ (Christ) would return in glory and so Jesus’ claim 
to be that one (and backed up using the Old Testament scriptures from Ps 110:1 and Dan 7:13) 
meant that unless he was in fact the Messiah he was blaspheming. At this the council condemned 
Jesus to death (14:65). 
There are some interesting points to make from this. 

• The Sanhedrin do not have the power to sentence someone to death – the Roman law courts 
held that honour. 

• The charge of blasphemy, although serious, was not punishable by death (at least up till now) 

• Jesus’ ‘blasphemy’ was to claim he was the Messiah – he was!! (and so it was not blasphemy). 
 
It is the religious council of the day that condemned Jesus to death – because he claimed to be the Messiah! 
 
 
The text of Mark takes us on a quick excursion to the disciple Peter who at this point is denying Jesus three 
times (14:66-72). Remember earlier Jesus had asked Peter ‘Who do people say that I am?’ And Peter 
answer was ‘You are the Christ’ (8:29). Peter’s denial comes as Jesus is answering the same question to the 
high priest. 
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Before Pilate (15:1-15) 
 
As blasphemy did not hold the death penalty and was not a concern for the Romans (they were not Jews) 
the charge given was that of high treason. That can be determined by Governor Pilate’s first question to 
Jesus ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ (15:2). For a Roman the King was Caesar and for someone else to 
claim to be King would be the same as committing high treason. Interestingly, Jesus is not claming to be 
King of Rome (although he is); he simply agrees that he is the King of the Jews. 
 
Quite rightly Pilate finds no issue and suggests the release of another prisoner Barabbas (an insurrectionist). 
The chief priests stir up the crowd (15:11) and Pilate gives into the pressure and has Jesus flogged before 
being handed over to be crucified (15:15). The irony here of course is that Jesus is being charged with high 
treason for claiming to be the King of the Jews while Barabbas is being released even though he is known to 
be one who is treasonous toward the Romans.  
 
And so it was the Roman governor who condemned Jesus to death – because he claimed to be King of the 
Jews! 
 
 

Crucified, dead and buried. (15:16-47) 
 
There is nothing dignified in dying on the cross. Jesus was whipped, led away by soldiers who mocked him 
by putting a purple (royal) robe on him and a twisted crown of thorns. They called him the ‘King of the Jews’ 
mockingly and struck him on the head and spat on him. They vainly fell to their knees and bowed to him as if 
he was a king (what a surprise they would get on judgment day!!) and hung him on the cross to die (15:16-
20).  
Jesus was crucified at a place called ‘Golgotha’ outside the city walls – a place of death. He was hung 
between criminals, his possessions we divided by lots and taken, those who passed by hurled insults 
(obviously aware of the trial as they quoted the second accusation at Jesus – one of the ones he was found 
innocent of), the chief priests and teachers of the law (possibly relieved that they had achieved their goal) 
also mocked him and called for him to save himself as he had others, and those crucified alongside him also 
hurled insults at him (15:21-32). Jesus was humanly speaking alone and humiliated. 
 
But there was more. As the final minutes approached several significant signs happened. 

• There was darkness for three hours (15:33) in the middle of the day (from the sixth hour to the 
ninth hour is from noon to 3pm). This was not an ellipse (which at best would last 7 mins 31 secs 
– not 3 hours) because the Passover festival (c.f. Mk 14:12-15) was celebrated at the time of the 
new moon (not full moon). This was supernatural event. 

• Jesus cried out ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani’ - which means ‘My God, My God, why have you 
forsaken me?’ (15:34). These words come from Psalm 22:1 appealing to God for him to 
intervene on behalf of the righteous sufferer. In all the lead up to the cross, Jesus has been 
abandoned by all, but he has always been able to pray to God. At this last moment, Jesus 
experiences the full alienation from God, separated from him and abandoned. 

 

• At this – Jesus died. 
 

• The curtain in the temple was torn in two (from top to bottom) – the layout of the temple 
separated the Holy of Holies (where the high priest could enter once a year) from the main hall 
(where the Jews could pray) by a high curtain. It is significant that the curtain tore from top to 
bottom (which could not have happened by human hand) as opposed to tearing from bottom to 
top (which could have happened by human hand). This event signified that the access to God 
has now been opened – no longer did the people need the high priest to mediate for them, the 
separation between the people and Yahweh had now been removed by Jesus’ death. 

 

• The Roman Centurion (15:39) exclaimed that this death was different exclaiming that ‘Surely this 
was the Son of God!’ It is significant that even a Roman, the one who has Caesar as God could 
see how Jesus’ death happened and name him the ‘Son of God’. Remember how the Gospel 
started – ‘the beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.’ (1:1) 

 

• And Jesus was buried. 
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Discussion: 

• You meet someone on the train who sees you reading your Bible. He 

comments, ‘I don’t know why you bother – it’s obvious that it is just a story. 

You can’t really believe in the resurrection?!’ 

• What would you say? 

 

• Should Christians ignore the resurrection if it would make it the gospel more 

believable for unbelievers? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Vindication (16:1-8) 

 
The Gospel of Mark finishes incredibly abruptly. The attested texts close at verse 8. Is this because the 
author wants the reader to not forget the significance of the cross? 
 
As you should note in your Bible, verses 9-20 are not attested with the same authority as what comes before. 
We can be grateful to reliable Bible translators who have preserved the integrity of what is known to be 
absolutely true even to the extent that they would insert a comment about the unreliable nature of the closing 
section of Mark (verse 9-20). Should this be a concern for us? – No. 
 
First the Gospel of Mark gives ample evidence of Jesus’ resurrection. From the eight verses we do have 
attested (16:1-8) we can see that: 

a) Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Salome waited till after the Sabbath and then went 
to anoint the body of Jesus. 

b) The women discovered the stone at the entrance of the tomb rolled away 
c) A young man dressed in white met them in the tomb and confirmed that they were in the right tomb – 

that is the one that Jesus (who had been crucified) had been laid, but that he was not there any 
longer – he had risen. 

d) That Jesus would go ahead of the women (and the disciples) and he would see them in Galilee (just 
as he had said before he died – c.f. 14:28). 

e) The women, despite the encouragement not to be afraid – were terrified! 
 
Second, it is not as if the Gospel of Mark is the only evidence we have for the resurrection of Jesus. The 
Gospels of Matthew (28), Luke (24) and John (20-21) all have longer and more detailed accounts. Further 
the Apostle Paul lists the number of people who witnessed the risen Jesus number around 513 people (1 
Cor 15). 
 
 
There are several other ‘evidences’ used for the resurrection both from the Bible and from other sources 
(Christian and Non-Christian). See the further reading list for more articles to explore. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflection: 
• How do you feel? 

• This Jesus died – so that those who should die could live. 
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Congratulations – you have just completed your study of New Testament 1.  
 
 
References for Further Reading! 
 
 

Bolt, P.G., ‘Feeling the Cross: Mark’s Message of Atonement’ in RTR (Vol 60), April 2001: No 
1, 1-17. 

 
Dickson, J., Simply Christianity. Kingsford: Matthias Media, 1998. Session 1 
 
Little, P.E., Know Why You Believe. Illinois: IVP, 2000 (4

th
 Ed). Ch 4, pp47-57. 

 
 
For next week: 
 
Study and enjoy the learning. 
 
Fill out your form of the next course!! 
 
 
 

Application: 

 

• Think back over what you have learnt in your study of the Gospel of Mark - 

What has struck you most? 

 

• So that your hard work does not go to waste, what do you need to change 

about your thinking that will enable you to serve Jesus more faithfully? 

 

• What do you need to change about your actions to ensure that you ‘deny 

yourself, take up your cross and follow’ Jesus? 

 


