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Welcome to Equip Preaching. 

Thank you for committing to Evangelistic Preaching. A unit of the Equip Preaching series. 

We hope that you will find this course to be instructive, helpful and foundational in developing you 

as a preacher of God’s Word. We also hope that as a result of doing this subject that you we will 

more equipped to evangelistically proclaim the gospel of the Lord Jesus, not just from a pulpit, but in 

your everyday conversations with those who are yet to believe the good news. 

Our Topic: 

Evangelistic Preaching 

For:  

Those wanting to learn or improve as preachers. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Outline 

The Bible and Preaching 

 Expository Preaching 

Outreach/Evangelistic Preaching 

 Pointing the Jesus 

 Preacher’s pre-suppositions 

 Marks of an Evangelistic sermon 

The Preaching Model 

Principles for Evangelistic Preaching 

The Evangelistic Talk 

Give it a go! 

Books and Resources 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Bible and Preaching 

 

 The Book 

 

2 Timothy 3:16-4:5 

 

 

• Notice there are two categories – there are doctrinal instructions and then ethical 

instructions: 

  Doctrinal – teaching and rebuking 

   

  Ethical – correcting and training in righteousness  

 

 

 

• There is a positive and negative. 

  Doctrinal – teaching (positive) and rebuking (negative) 

  Ethical – correcting (negative) and training in righteousness (positive) 

  

 

 Preaching 

 

• Preaching is when …. 

 

 

•  Preaching occurs when ….. 

 

 

•  Good preaching occurs when ….. 

 

 

•  Faithful preaching occurs when …… 

 

 

 Expository Preaching 

 

• Expository preaching exposes the truth contained in the text rather than imposes on the text 

what is not there. It is saying what the Bible wants said. 
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• Mark Dever defines it like this: 

 

Expository preaching is preaching in which the main point of the biblical text 

being considered becomes the main point of the sermon being preached’ 

(Mark Dever, 36) 

 

 

• The Bible passage governs the sermon. In other words the ‘thought of the biblical writer 

determines the substance of an expository sermon’ (Robinson pg 21-22).  

• We would want to say, that God’s word governs the words spoken. 

What is not being said 

 

1. I am not saying expositional preaching has to go verse by verse through a book of the Bible. 

 

 

2. I am not saying expositional preaching is marked by a particular style. 

 

 

3. I am not saying expositional preaching rules out Evangelistic preaching – in fact good evangelistic 

preaching can be expositional. 

 

 

 

Outreach/Evangelistic Preaching 

 

 1. To give God the glory he deserves.  

 

 2. It matters to Jesus.  

 

 3. People are going to hell.  
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 4. We are told to evangelise.  

  

 Pointing to Jesus 

 

 

• John 5:36-40 

 

 

 

 

• When you preach the Bible and correctly point to Jesus – you call on people to believe – so 

all preaching should be evangelistic. 

 

• As you preach you help the listener to understand that we are sinners in need of a saviour. 

In any given book of the Bible, it is worth asking, where and how does the particular author 

make that point.  

 

 

‘he was pierced for our transgressions he was crushed for our iniquities; the 

punishment that brought us peace was upon him and by his wounds we are healed’ 

(Is 53:5) 

 

 ‘all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God’ (Romans 3:23) 

 

 ‘This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of 

light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will 

not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by 

the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done 

has been done through God.’ (John 3:19-21) 

 

 

 

 

• But for the sake of this topic, let’s make the distinction between evangelistic preaching and 

other preaching by saying this: 

 a. Evangelistic preaching is totally focused on the unbeliever.  

 And b. Evangelistic preaching assumes much less from the listener (e.g. no 

understanding of the gospel/Bible). 

  Preachers Pre-suppositions 
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  Marks of an Evangelistic sermon 

What are the necessary marks of an evangelistic sermon?  

(i.e. – if it did not have this element it could not be called evangelistic! E.g. Must be 

funny, must be short, have a prayer of commitment etc.) 

 

 

� It is ….. 

 

� It preaches ….. 

 

� It explains… 

 a.    

 b.   

 c.   

� It is aimed …. 

 

� Its style is controlled by  

  

 a.  

 

 b.  

 

 

The Preaching Model 
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Stage 1 look at the Passage in the Bible. 

 – this is where you do the hard work on the passage which governs your talk. 

 

Stage 2 look at where that passage fits in its Book of the Bible.  

- Every passage has a back story and a setting which is important in understanding what is 

going on. Read the passage in its context. 

 

Stage 3 look at where that passage fits in the entire Bible.   

- Every passage fits into the unfolding story of the whole Bible. Knowing where will help you 

understand how the passage is working in God’s plan in relation to Jesus’ fulfilment of 

scripture. 

 

Drive all of that down to help you determine the Central Truth. The Central Truth is the main point 

of what the passage is actually saying. It will help you immensely in writing your actual talk. 

Stage 4 works out the Sermon Purpose and how to engage with our Life. 

- Notice that we have worked to understand what God is saying in the passage, book and 

Bible before we have started work on what it might for us today. 

 

And Stage 5 is writing the actual Sermon. 

- All of our work now comes together to help us put together our sermon or talk in a 

way that honours God, speaks his truth and speaks it into the hearts and minds of 

those who will hear. 

- In Stage 5: The Sermon - there are 6 key elements to pull together. 

They are listed there on the diagram. 

 

 

  

Principles for Evangelistic Preaching 

• There are some governing principles to bear in mind: 

 

� It should be positive  

 

 

� Tap into a common felt need  

 

 

 

� It should be clear  

 

 

� It should be brief  

 

 

� It should communicate urgency  
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The Evangelistic Talk 

 1. Pick the Passage. 

• The occasion will often stand alone and so the passage can often stand alone. There are gold 

passages (to name just a few): 

� Genesis 3:1-5 – Temptations 

� Isaiah 53:1-6 – Pierced for our transgressions 

� Matthew 19:16-30, Mark 10:17-31, Luke 18:18-30 – Rich Young Ruler 

� Luke 15:11-31 – Parable of the Lost Son 

� Luke 19:1-10 – Seek and save the lost 

� John 3:16 – God so loved 

� John 3:36 – Believe in the Son 

� John 14:1-6 – I am the Way, Truth, Life 

� Romans 5:6-8 – While we were still sinners, Christ died. 

� 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 – By this gospel you are saved 

� 2 Corinthians 5:19 – God reconciling the world in Christ 

� Ephesians 2:1-10 – Dead in transgressions, alive in Christ. 

� Philippians 2:1-11 – Christ humbled himself to the cross 

� 1 Peter 2:4-10 – Christ the cornerstone 

 

 2. Know the Listener 

 

Exercise – Fill in the table below contrasting the believers and non-believers mindset on key gospel 

topics. 

Topic Believers Worldview/Mindset Non-Believer Worldview/Mindset 

God e.g. Loving creator, sustainer, provider e.g. Unloving, Non-existent or removed 

or powerless 

Jesus   

Gospel   

Sin   

Guilt   

Forgiveness   

Salvation   

Death   

Heaven   
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• As you preach to the non-Believer (bearing in mind the different mindset’s they may hold) 

you want to: 

� provide the right information 

� in an understandable way (i.e. free of jargon) 

� to persuade them that this information is both true and reliable 

� and that they should decide to act accordingly. 

 

 

 

• Your aim is to bring them to repentance and faith, the sermon must discard the stuff that 

will not do that. 

 

 3. The Talk itself 

• There is no reason that the form of the talk cannot be the same as what has been taught in 

The Preaching Model – although everything should be tight and the body may be shorter. 

The Preaching Grid template (Appendix 1) may be helpful. [PPT] 

 

 Introduction 

� Needs to be snappy, engaging and provide a point of entry for the gospel. 

� It makes the link between God’s word and the listeners world – between God’s story 

and their story. 

� The introduction also serves to introduce you as a person. 

� It can be helpful to tell people up front where you want to end (e.g. ‘In a few 

minutes, I am going to ask you if you would like to become a Christian…’). This helps 

avoid any manipulation. 

 Body 

� The body of the sermon is where you make your argument. A single point or two will 

usually suffice for an Evangelistic talk. 

� A helpful rule is to ensure that with each point you: 

   

  – State and locate,  

� Make your point and back yourself up by showing where you got your point in the 

Bible. 

� Don’t assume that the listener will know how to find it in the Bible – give page 

numbers, chapter (big number) and verse (little numbers). Or better still, have the 

passage printed before them. 

   

  - Explain 

� Explain your point. 

� Keep it simple and use language and images that translate gospel terms into 

layman’s terms. 

� Quote the world to establish argument – show agreement before critique. 

� Expose the clichés of our world.  
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Clichés carry the theology of the average person. It is up to 

[the preacher] to expose them in the light of the biblical truth 

(Ray Galea, SMBC,  76) 

   

  - Illustrate 

� Illustrate your point. 

� Draw from things that the listener would know. 

� Don’t proclaim to be an expert if you are not – especially if your listeners are experts  

 

 

 - Apply 

 

� Apply your point to your listener. 

� Due to the short nature of the talk – it may well be that your application is your 

conclusion. You want to call people to repentance and faith. 

� It can be helpful to think in terms of spiritual condition. I use these five categories 

of possible response: 

� I already have a relationship with Jesus 

� No Thanks – not today. 

� I still have questions 

� I’d like to restart a relationship with Jesus 

� I’d like to start a relationship with Jesus. 

 

 Conclusion 

� Use language consistent with the sermon. 

� The time to address the will of the person. 

� Don’t wimp out. God calls, be that voice. 

� The Prayer! 

 

 4. The prayer 

 Before the talk 

• Do you begin with a prayer?  

 

 

• If you do pray, do so in a way that does not assume the listener to be Christian (i.e. call on 

‘God’ rather than ‘Father’). 

 

 At the end of the talk 

• Before you pray, indicate the commitment or action you are asking for (as mentioned – this 

could be best right up front). You want the person making the commitment to know what is 

involved in making their decision. 

• Speak plainly. 
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• Pray plainly (no ‘holy’ language). 

 

• The prayer should include:  

 a. Confession of sin,  

 b. Thankful trust in Jesus,  

 c. Commitment to live for Jesus. 

For example: 

Lord and Father, 

Thank you for revealing yourself in Jesus. 

Forgive me for not following you. 

And forgive me for not seeing Jesus as my Lord.  

Help me to live my life believing and living for him. 

In his name.    Amen. 

• And when you pray – be clear how the listener prays with you (e.g. following your lead, 

silently in their hearts, out loud, shouting seven ‘Hallelujahs’ at the end!!) 

• Following the prayer – ensure that instruction is given (either by you or the event leader) 

regarding ‘what next’. 

 

 5. Follow-up (the ‘What next?’) 

• Most work happens following the sermon – in fellowship with other Christians. 

• For the person who (praise God) was challenged by the sermon it is helpful to have some 

things in place – either to suggest or to join. 

• Some suggestions: 

� Someone to talk with to find out ‘next steps’ 

� Encouragement to pray again 

� Information about how to learn more 

� Tip to tell a loved one or the person who brought them of the decision 

� Invitation to come to the front 

� Request to raise their hand to publically acknowledge their decision. 

� Instructions to fill out a response card 

� Details of how to join a ‘next step’ kind of course. 

 

 What should you expect? 

 

‘Preach so that if the people don’t hate their sin, they hate you’ (Martin 

Luther to Philipp Melanchthon) 
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Give it a go!! 

Exercise – Read John 14:1-6.  

  

  1. What is the passage saying? 

 

 

  2. Why is that significant? 

 

 

  3. What is it asking for the reader? 

 

 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

  4. Come up with an evangelistic talk outline using John 14:1-6. 
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  5. Scenario: You are invited by the local school/ your company/ your non-Christian 

family to ‘Tell us why someone should belief in Jesus’ in 5 minutes. Using John 14:1-6, work up your 

answer. 
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Close 

Well there is Equip Preaching – Evangelistic Preaching. 

 

1. Can I encourage you to speak to your minister or pastor about what you have learnt. 

 

2. Keep working at your Bible – be that as a teacher or as a listener. It is a lifetime blessing 

and has eternal benefits! 

 

3. Read further. There are plenty of good books out there on preaching (see Books and 

Resources below).  

 

4. Take and make opportunities to speak the gospel to anyone – prayerfully. 

 

5. Have fun. 

 

 

Thanks for signing up to this course and for working so hard at applying the principles that 

have been taught.  
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Books and Resources 

What follows are some good books or resources on preaching. Some of these have been 

consulted and referenced in this subject. The list is not meant to be exhaustive. 

Brian Chapell Christ-Centred Preaching – redeeming the expository sermon. (2
nd

 Ed. Grand 

Rapids: Baker Academic, 2005) 

John Chapman Setting Hearts on Fire – a guide to giving evangelistic talks (Kingsford: 

Matthias Media, 1999). 

Mark Dever & 

Mark Gilbert Preach – Theology Meets Practice. (Nashville: B&H Publishing, 2012). Not 

specifically on Evangelistic preaching, but helpful for thinking through the 

mechanics of a talk. 

 

Christopher Green & 

David Jackman (eds.) When God’s Voice is heard – essays on preaching presenting to Dick Lucas 

(Leicester: IVP, 1995). Chapter 11. 

 

Gary Millar &  

Phil Campbell   Saving Eutychus- How to preach God’s word and keep people awake 

(Kingsford: Matthias Media, 2013). Not specifically on Evangelistic preaching, 

but helpful for thinking through how to speak such that people will want to 

listen. 

 

D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones Evangelistic Sermons at Aberavon (Edinburgh: The Banner of Truth Trust, 

1983. Good examples of Evangelistic Sermons (but note they are long 

sermons for our age) 

Haddon W. Robinson Biblical Preaching – the development and delivery of expository messages 

(Grand Rapids: Baker Books House, 1980) – also known as Expository 

Preaching – principles & practice (Leicester, IVP, 1980). Not specifically on 

Evangelistic preaching, but probably the most foundational book of the last 

centre on preaching. 

SMBC Press (ed.) How to prepare a Bible Talk (Croydon: SMBC, 2003). 

 

  



Evangelistic Preaching  
Equip – Sat 22nd March 2014 

Ken D Noakes  15 

 

Appendix 1 – Preaching Grid Template.  

 

Ken D Noakes 
Director – Equip & Equip Preaching 
equip@efacsa.org.au 

 

 

 

www.equipefac.org 

equip@efacsa.org.au / (08) 8364 4152 

 

Bible Passage:  

 

Central Truth: 

 

Sermon Outline State Explain Illustrate Apply 

Introduction  

 

Point 1 

 

 

 

 

   

Point 2 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Point 3 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Conclusion  

 

Prayer/ 

Call for response 

 

 


