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Discussion: 
Is it possible to know everything there is to know about God? Is it possible for 

humanity collectively to know everything there is to know about God? 

• If Yes? – Why do you say that? 

• If No? – Is that a concern? 

Introduction 
 
In Unit 5 – The God we know – his Identity and Character 
In Unit 6 – The God we know – the Trinity 
 
To know God is to be known by him, to have a relationship with him which 
effects our thoughts, our words and our deeds. We seek to please him in all 
things, and to do that we need to be aware of his character, his requirements 
and his purposes. 
 

God’s Identity and Character 
 
There are all sorts of ways to know someone – but not all are as useful. 

• By Reputation – someone reputation often precedes them. Rarely 
however is the reputation the most helpful in actually getting to know 
someone. Knowing someone by reputation means that you are 
dependant on someone else’s opinion. 

• By Name – the name of a person can be helpful. Knowing a persons 
name can often give you access to them in a way that others might not. 

• By Title – the title a person holds helps you understand the authority (or 
lack of) that a person may have. Often it will indicate their expertise or 
there experience. 

• By their actions – a persons actions can often tell you a lot about what 
the person holds as important and what they value. 

 
Often in the history of theology, discussions about the Identity and Character 
of God are led by describing his attributes1 – those shared with humanity 
(communicable – e.g. love) and those not shared with humanity 
(incommunicable – e.g. changelessness). The distinction however can be 
misleading as God can not be divided up as if an abstract being – certainly the 
Bible doesn’t treat God as such. 
 
Our dilemma will be trying to work out how to think and understand God – 
humanly speaking. Humanly speaking we need to break up his attributes in 
order to understand. As we do that, always keep in mind that we are not 
dealing with a God who is simply a collection of attributes – we are dealing 
with our Lord, King and Father. 
 
 The True God – the Lord 

• The God of the Bible is unique.  
o Although the gospel was preached into a world that promoted 

many ‘gods’ and although we live today in a world of many 

                                                 
1
  See the Extra reading article by G.R. Lewis. 
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Reflection: 

• If God is so free from any restraint or control – is he free to 

do whatever he wants? 

o Murder, theft, suffering? 

• If he is not free to do even bad things – can God be called 

sovereign (because he is not able to do all things)? 

• Is there someone or something (i.e. force of nature) that God 

is subject to? 

competing ‘gods’ – the God of the Bible is the only true God and 
stands unique and superior to all (Dt 6:4) 

 
The Sovereign God – the King 

• Often the Bible speaks of God as King 
o In the true sense of the title, it is talking about one who rules with 

authority and is not restricted. His word goes and is not limited 
or compromised. 

 
o He is free – in space. Unlike humanity we are restricted by our bodies 

and our locality. God is not. There are places we can go and things we 
can not do. For God he has the freedom to go and do what he wishes 
(c.f. Ps 139:7-10). This is often called ‘omnipresence’. 

o Thankfully for us, in God we also know that he operates absolutely 
consistently with his character of holiness. 
 

o He is free – in time. Humanity is bound by time, what is past, present and 
inevitably what will come. Not only are be bound by time but we are 
severely limited by it. The past to our memory or record, the present to 
our immediate experience and the future by our hopes and wishes. And 
at some time – we will die! 

o God stands outside and inside time (Ps 139:1-5). There is no point 
where God is not in time or unable to control time. He knows and judges 
the past perfectly, he shapes our present, and he is the one who 
determines our future (c.f. Ps 90; 31:15). There is no point (despite what 
many will say) that God is dead. 

o Given a Christians hope in Christ is understood in the context of eternity 
– it makes sense that God is the God of eternity. 
 

o He is free – from ignorance. Humanity for all its genius and ability are still 
eons behind where God is in terms of insight and knowledge. 

o God is all-knowing and is never unwise in the way that he deals with his 
creation. This is often called ‘omniscience’. 
 

o He is Free – from other powers. Although both Satan and humanity work 
against God, he is the master of all – of history, of nature and of his 
opponents. Never is he frustrated or outsmarted. In fact all powers that 
do exist, exist because God has graciously allowed them and he is 
achieving his purpose through them (c.f. Eph 1:11). 

o It is God who is able to even use evil for the sake of good (seen most 
amazingly in the death of his only son Jesus (c.f. Acts 2:23) 
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Reflection: 

 

Jealous in humanity is a sin (coveting). Yet the Bible tells us that 

God is a jealous God (Ex 20:4; 34:14). 

 

• How is that God is not being sinful when he is jealous for 

his people Israel? 

 

• God is immutable – which means that he is always consistent (c.f. Mal 
3:6; Jas 1:17). Our confidence and assurance comes in the God will 
always do what is right. We do not need to fear that God in his freedom 
will suddenly ‘lose it’ and inflect bad things on his creation. What 
happens happens because God has allowed it (even if we find that 
hard to understand or accept). 

 
The Good God – the Father 

• The Bible reveals that God has limited himself only by his own nature 
and so he does not do anything that is the wrong thing (2 Tim 2:13). 

• There is nothing outside of himself that limits him – because that one or 
thing would then be God, but he is faithful, will not lie and will not 
commit sin. This is not a weakness (although from a human way of 
thinking it is often seen to be), it is great strength since doing the right 
thing exhibits his great power. It is sin and evil that is in bondage to 
him. 

• God is faithful (Ps 119:89-91) and his word and promise can be always 
be trusted. The fact the God is known to be a jealous God (Ex 20:4; 
34:14) – jealous for his people - demonstrates his absolute faithfulness 
to his people. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• God is Gracious (Ex 34:6-7). Over and over again in the Bible we read 
of God grace toward his creation despite our rebellion. Special 
emphasis is given to the way God who loves those who do not deserve 
his favour. Conversely however, we can not understand God’s grace 
without considering his righteousness.  

• God is righteous. It is in his righteousness that we see both his love 
and his judgment. In righteousness we see him send his son to the 
cross – the greatest act of love (1 Jn 4:10), but it is also due to his 
righteousness that we see God deal severely with sin and wrongdoing. 
He punishes where there is no atonement or repentance. Some of the 
sternest warnings in the Bible are about judgment (Ex 34:7; Mk 9:42-
49; Rom 1:18; 2:5) – he will reward the innocent but penalize the guilty. 

• It is foolish to emphasis the love of God at the expense of his righteous 
wrath – it cheapens and trivializes his divine compassion. 
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For next Week: 
 

• Read Unit 6 (for next week).   
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