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Exercise: 

• Before we begin – what is ‘doctrine’?  

• Why is the study of doctrine important? 

 

The purpose of these supplementary notes are first to provide a summary of key 

points from the PTC Course Notes, and second to provide some extra information 

that may fill out your understanding of the subject in question. 

Doctrine 

 

The word ‘doctrine’ chiefly means ‘what is received’ and so our study of Christian 

doctrine is the study of the truth that God has revealed to us in the Bible. 

Throughout this course we will be talking about different ‘doctrines’ like the Doctrine 

of God, the Doctrine of Creation, the Doctrine of the Trinity etc. – in each we are 

seeking to understand who God tells us in his Word that is true about those topics. In 

short you could think of a doctrine as a truth statement. 

 

When we start talking about truth we often walk into controversial territory – not 

because truth is a bad thing, but more because we start to speak in terms that the 

world around will often find objection. We no longer live in a world that accepts the 

Bible as the authoritative Word of God – his truth. And so when a Bible believing 

Christian humbly tries to assert something that God says in his Word, he/she is often 

labeled as ‘a fundamentalist’ or accused of being intolerant. The nature however of 

truth is that it distinguishes between something that is right and something that is 

not and if it is God who created and so determined what is right and what is not, 

then it should make sense that in the very least we should consider what God says in 

order to determine truth. 

 

That is where our problem exists. In argument it is not often what God says that is 

determined to be true, but that of humanity. It is impossible to discover truth by 

limiting the argument to the beliefs of humanity – in reality that is simply the study 

of opinion. 

 

Christianity claims to know the truth about God as revealed in the Bible. It teaches 

that there is only one God, the maker of heaven and earth, whose name is the Father 

and the Son and the Holy Spirit. It claims the power to be able to bring us to God so 

that we may say that we know him. Christianity teaches that no one is righteous and 

it is because for this unrighteousness that humanity is dislocated from God. But 

Christianity also recognizes that there is only one way to God (which is a position 

inconsistent with other religions) – and that way is only through the life death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 

And so truth is important but not because it promotes one human ideal while 

suppressing another - truth is important because it is a matter of life and death for 

all people. 
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Reflection: 

• What would our world say is its greatest need? 

• What would you say is the World’s greatest need? 

• What do you think God says is the Worlds greatest need? 

In this course we study God – the one who created us, sustained us, saved us, 

forgave us and who continues to loves us. We see this most clearly in his gospel. And 

so for us to get to know God in truth and for us to be able to explain his truth to 

others we should look first at his Gospel. 

 

The Gospel of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Our Need 

 

Wouldn’t it be good is all the world needed was a better education? We could work 

really hard to ensure that everyone was educated well and then all the problems of 

the world would be solved! The Bible spends more time talking about salvation – it is 

salvation that we need. 

• someone to come in and rescue us. 

 

The coming of Christ – the Word 

• Jn 1:1-5 

• The light of men 

 

Darkness 

• The Word came into darkness (1:4) 

• The world did not recognize him (1:10) 

• Not did his own (1:11) 

 

2 issues in darkness 

- Ignorance 

• We are the most advanced creatures on the planet 

• We continue to learn, discover, invent and develop. 

• Yet when it comes to what is most important we dismiss – knowledge of the 

only true God (17:3) 

• We have no clear idea of how to reach him effectively or what please him. 

- corruption 

• we are dark morally and spiritually 

• we take the truth and turn it into a lie 

• live in the dark (3:19) 

 

Sin – we are in bondage (8:34-35) 

• Sin is seen most clearly in our rejection of Christ (8:24; 16:9) 

 

Devil – we are in bondage (8:44;16:11) 

• we love to be free from the control of others – yet we fail to see how we are 

controlled by the devil. 
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Exercise: 

• In table groups compile two lists. 

a) Who is Jesus? What do you know about Jesus? 

b) What did Jesus do? 

• We were created as God’s servants but in fact we are servants of his enemy. 

Created to be God’s sons and daughters, but instead we are sons and 

daughters of evil. 

 

God’s wrath 

• God opposes and condemns 

• It would be a blemish to ignore or pass over to rebellion and yet a world 

without God would perish (3:16) – so God has to do something that doesn’t 

compromise himself or ignore the problem. 

• Judgment (5:28, 29) 

 

Our Saviour 

 

The love of God 

• From gloom to joy. 

• We are incapable of saving ourselves – so God did (3:16-17). This is his love 

• The source of salvation of God’s love – his appointed means is the coming of 

his unique son. 

 

Jesus 

- Who 

• First it is worth noticing that Christ came to a nation prepared for him – that 

is Israel. God had chosen, saved, prepared and instructed this people. Jesus’ 

coming was not God’s first step to saving the world. 

• One of the paradoxes of the gospel is that Jesus came to a group prepared for 

him and yet they rejected him and it was through their rejection that Jesus 

saved them! (1:11-13; 11:48-50) 

• It makes sense that Jesus would appeal so often to the Old Testament 

scriptures (5:45-47; 10:34-36). Further we saw Jesus interpret his ministry 

through the feasts and institutions of Judaism – fulfilling them and surpassing 

them (2:1-11; 2:19-22). 

• Jesus is also one of a succession of prophets and kings who saved Israel 

• Jesus is known by others as the Son of God – been with the Father, equal but 

distinct (17:5; 8:57, 58; 5:18; 10:30) 

• Jesus is the perfect revelation of God – his Word (1:1-3, 17-18) 

• Jesus is yet still in charge of his own destiny laying down his life ‘of his own 

accord’ (10:17-18) 

• In John’s gospel alone we find a massive array of titles and descriptions – just 

look at John 1. 

• Jesus is called both Lord and God. 
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Reflection: 

• What is the relationship between faith and repentance? 

• Yet Jesus was human – flesh (1:14). He existed as a human and dwelt 

amongst us. He ate, drunk and slept. He cried, was able to be friends, able to 

be betrayed and crucified 

• He is qualified as Saviour by his unity with both God and humanity. 

 

- What 

• Jesus’ stated purpose was not to condemn, but to save the world (3:17). 

Throughout John, Jesus is proclaimed as and proclaimed himself as the one 

who gives life (11:25-26; 6:35). 

• In Jesus’ life he brings us God, in his teaching he is God’s word – Jesus is the 

message. 

• There is more to the work of Jesus in his life and teaching. 

• As the gospel unfolds we discover that his work is to save the world by 

removing sin and judgment and the way he does it is by his death. He dies in 

our place. In short the forces that created our need for salvation were met 

and overcome by the death of Jesus. 

• How do we know he accomplished his purpose – we know because of his 

resurrection (10:17-18). All his teaching and his promises were vindicated by 

his resurrection. 

 

• Christianity is Christ – he is the heart, its gospel, its meaning and it is his 

saving work which is at the very centre of what we know of him (1 Tim 1:15) 

• As we engage in doctrine studies, the Bible, the world and our lives should be 

interpreted in line with the cross. 

 

Our Salvation  

 

 

 

 

 

God’s work 

• The great dislocation between God and humanity is overcome from God’s 

side. 

• He has brought salvation into the world. 

• But his work would be incomplete if he did not arrange for the gospel to be 

verified by eyewitnesses and then preached. 

• It would also still be incomplete, such is the darkness of our hearts, if he did 

not bring it home to us by his Spirit. 

• Jesus’ own preaching was met with skepticism and rejection as well as faith 

(John 5:44). 

• In fact, John teaches that the ability to respond appropriately to the gospel is 

a gift from God (6:37) 

• But the method that he uses to enable us to know him and have eternal life is 

his Word, the gospel (17:16-20), shown to us by the Spirit (3:3) 

 

Faith 
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• Against all the evidence of the Bible we persist in believing we are good 

enough without the gospel. 

• The belief that decency earns standing with God stems from pride. 

• It will not admit human helplessness, our perilous condition and the need for 

God to save us. 

• What must we do to be doing the works of God? 

• The answer given by Jesus exactly matches the gospel of salvation. 

• ‘The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent’ (6:27-29) 

• In short, there is no work to be done, which will earn merit or deflect 

judgment. 

• The only ‘work’ is the non-work of faith, that is, trust in Jesus. 

• He alone, not even faith itself, is the power of salvation. 

• The same point is repeated frequently in John (consider 1:12; 3:14, 15; 5:24; 

6:35; etc) 

• This is the message of the whole Bible. 

• Having told us that Jesus is the Word who is God, he proceeds to tell us that 

‘to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right 

to become children of God’ (1:12-13) 

• Faith is firmness and commitment. 

• Faith is to rely on, or depend on, or trust somebody or something, or some 

message. 

• It involves intellectual assent that the thing is true, but more importantly, it is 

an expression of something’s trustworthiness. 

• Real Christian faith is to act upon what we believe to be true. 

• To rely upon it, to trust, depend and commit ourselves to it (the gospel of 

Jesus Christ). 

• Faith requires me to renounce self-sufficiency and to become a dependent. 

• Faith in Jesus Christ is a denial of faith in our merit. 

 

Repentance 

• John does not mention repentance as being required for salvation, although 

other parts of the New Testament are quite definite about it (for example, 

Mk 1:15; Acts 2:38). 

• But his emphasis on Christ ensures that there is no contradiction, for 

repentance is the appropriate response to Christ’s rule. 

• This is another way of speaking of faith, for faith requires us to renounce all 

other things and depend utterly on Christ. 

• While ‘faith’ and ‘repentance’ are not identical in meaning, they involve one 

another, and cannot be isolated or divided. 

• To believe involves repentance and to repent implies faith. 

• There is no salvation without the faithful submission to Jesus modeled by 

Thomas: ‘My Lord and my God!’ (20:28). 

• Any attempt to respond to the gospel which does not involve repentance is 

defective, because it does not give Christ his rightful place. 

• So repentance is turning oneself away from a present pattern of life, to a new 

way of living. 

• It is a change of mind which flows through into a changed attitude and 

behaviour. 
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Remaining (abiding) in Christ 

 

• After his resurrection, Jesus withdrew from his disciples and ascended to his 

Father. 

• In his place he sent the Holy Spirit, whom he had promised to all who 

believed in him (7:37-39). 

• The Spirit is the personal presence of God (14:15-23). 

• Jesus also uses the image of the vine and its branches to indicate the 

relationship of dependence that exists between him and his disciples (15:5). 

• The gospel is not a message about morality, but the tidings about what Christ 

has done for us so that he might dwell in us. 

• It is about relationship. 

• Remaining in Christ and being indwelt by him involves a life of obedience. 

• Jesus promises his disciples - read John 15:7. 

• We abide in Christ by trusting and keeping his words. 

• In other words, the Christian life continues as it has begun, with faith and 

repentance. 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

• We meet God is the gospel. 

• Christianity professes to know the truth about God and to be able to bring us 

to know him. 

• Its gospel is the meeting place of men and women with God. 

• The need to be saved from sin, the reality of future judgment, the work of the 

Lord Jesus Christ in salvation, the offer of forgiveness, the necessity for faith 

and repentance. 

• There is hostility to this gospel from many quarters. 

• Our first task is to offer a true account of the gospel as it was preached by 

Jesus and the apostles. 

• There can be no doubt that they were concerned with the oppression of sin 

and the danger of judgment. 

• The gospel is relevant because sin and judgment are true, and the greatest 

need of every person is to be at peace with God, in life and in death. 

• We began with the gospel because it is through the gospel in particular that 

God reveals himself in such a way that we may come to know him as our 

Father and Lord. 

• He is where we encounter God. 

 

• But is the gospel the only source of our knowledge of God? 

• Can we find out truths about him by thought, or by studying the world which 

he has made? 

• What relationship exists between the gospel and the Bible? 

• What make us believe that the gospel is true? 

• These questions are where Unit 2 begins 
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For next Week: 

 

• Read Unit 1 (for this week) and Unit 2 (for next week).   

• Read the Gospel of John – Why do you think that the Gospel was written? 
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