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Reflection: 

• In the New Testament, Jesus arrives and radically 

challenges many of the Old Testament systems of worship. 

How do you think his arrival has changed the way we 

‘worship’ God? 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Biblical Theology is the study of God’s unfolding promises for salvation from 
Creation (Gen 1-2) to New Creation (Rev 21-22) as fulfilled and achieved in 
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. In the PTC1 course this discipline is 
introduced right back in the first subject – Introduction to the Bible. 
 
In the last unit we looked at how the Old Testament used various terms to 
describe ‘worship’ – the importance of the tabernacle then temple, the 
priesthood and the sacrificial system. These are all importance elements of 
the ‘Old Covenant’, that is, they were important for Israel because it helped 
them dwell with God according to the specifications of the original (hence old) 
promises of God. 
 
In this unit we focus on ‘worship’ as it is described under the new covenant, 
that is, how we should understand worship in the light of Jesus in the New 
Testament now that he has fulfilled and replaced the specifications of the Old 
Testament. In this study we will see how, in Jesus, key Old Testament terms 
for ‘worship’ are adapted by Jesus and the writers of the New Testament. 
 
Jesus – now the dwelling place with God 
 

• In the Old Testament the people were able to ‘dwell’ with God by 
drawing near to the tabernacle and then later by going to the temple. 

• By Jesus the Son of God becoming man we see that to dwell with God 
takes on a very personal significance. The people all of a sudden could 
meet with God in person. 

• As you read through Mark’s gospel, we find that Jesus tends to appear 
at the temple of each town he enters and it is there where much of his 
conflict with temple authorities occurs. The conflict is drawn because 
Jesus is challenging and adapting their understanding of the 
importance of the temple in the light of his presence which has opened 
up for the people a new and truer way for the people to meet with God. 

o Mk 1:21 – Jesus arrives in Capernaum and went to the 
Synagogue where he drives out an evil spirit on the Sabbath. He 
taught there ‘as one who had authority’. 

o Mk 1:39 – Jesus travels throughout Galilee, preaching in their 
synagogues. 

o Mk 3:1 – Jesus on the Sabbath, in the Synagogue heals a man 
with a shriveled hand then used the opportunity to teach about 
the Sabbath. As a result the Pharisees with the Herodians begin 
to plot how they might kill Jesus (it is only Chapter 3!) 

                                                 
1
  Preliminary Theology Certificate (offered through Moore Theological College, Sydney) from which this 

subject Christian Worship is one of the core subjects. 



School of Ministry – Christian Worship 

Unit 2 – Worship under the New Covenant    

Ken D Noakes 2 of 7 24/09/07 
Basis of this seminar’s material is taken from Christian Worship MTC Correspondence Course, (Sydney: MTC, 1996), 
Ch 2. 

o Mk 6:2 – Jesus is again found in the Synagogue teaching on the 
Sabbath – and people were amazed. 

o Mk 11:11, 15-18 – As Jesus enters Jerusalem where he will die, 
the first thing he does is enter the temple to look around. The 
next day he returns and begins to drive out those who were 
buying and selling there (c.f. Jn 2:12-22). Here he quotes Old 
Testament scripture twice. First Isaiah 56:7 ‘My house will be 
called a house of prayer for all the nations’ and he uses it to 
show that God’s salvation will be open to all nations rather than 
just the nation of Israel. Second Jeremiah 7:11 ‘den of robbers’ 
where he applies scripture that originally accused Israel of 
practicing false religion in the temple of the Lord. Jesus is 
upholding the place of the temple, but at the same time showing 
how he is now the fulfillment of it – the temple is his house. Not 
surprisingly, the chief priests and the teachers of the law began 
looking for way to kill him (again!). 

o Mk 12:35 – Jesus is teaching in the temple courts when he is 
questioned about the Christ’s relationship to the Old Testament 
David.  

o Mk 13:1-3 – coming out of the temple Jesus takes the 
opportunity to teach about how the temple will be torn down as 
the judgment of the end of the age is passed down. 

o Mk 14:58 (c.f. 15:29) – in Jesus’ trial he is accused of saying ‘I 
will destroy the temple and in three days will build another, not 
made by man’ (quoting Jn 2:19). Although this charge does not 
stand (c.f. 14:50), it does teach us something about how in his 
death and resurrection he fulfills the role of the earthly temple. 

o Mk 15:38 (c.f. also Mt 27:51’ Lk 23:45) – finally and most 
significantly, at Jesus’ death ‘the curtain of the temple is torn in 
two from top to bottom’ suggesting that a new way of access to 
God has been opened up – it is through Jesus. 

 

• The Old Testament idea that the people must go to an earthly place in 
order to ‘worship’ God has been transformed. It is different because the 
way to relating to God has been transformed. In the new covenant it is 
in the relationship (rather than the place) that makes worship possible. 
That relationship with God is now through Jesus. In short Jesus has 
become the means for worshipping God. 

 

• There is more to this picture. Jesus is not only the means in which 
people can worship God, he is also the object of worship. The New 
Testament shows repeatedly that this Jesus is the one who people 
should worship – either because he should be honoured (Mt 2:2, 11; 
Phil 2:10), or because his works call for a response of worship (Mt 
14:33; 28:9, 17; Jn 9:38). 

 

• And we can take this further again. The response of worship is not just 
to recognize that Jesus deserves to be worshipped (and then do 
nothing) it is to worship him (actively). Our worship is seen in a) our 
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Reflection: 

• Do you think that the world finds it easy to ‘worship’ Jesus? 

Why/why not? 

Exercise (taken from the PTC notes p28): 

• Read through Romans 1:18-25 and underline any worship terms (e.g. glorified 

etc).  

a) According to this passage, why are there so many forms of false worship in 

the world? 

b) Why are they unacceptable to God? 

c) What are the consequences of humanity’s failure to worship God 

appropriately? 

 

obedience to his word and b) our testimony of Christ to all people 
everywhere so that they also can express homage to him. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus – the transforming sacrifice 
 

 
Is it possible to truly worship without the work of Christ? No, not now. In the 
Old Testament, as we discussed last week, worship was made possible by 
the ongoing and frequent sacrifices that were made on behalf of the people of 
Israel. The sacrifices were made to atone for their sins. 
 
In the New Testament we have something far greater. Jesus’ death is a 
sacrifice of atonement by means of his blood and as Romans 3:25 points out 
is received through faith. In the Old Testament it was God who provided the 
means for sins to be forgiven and so in the New Testament we have the 
same, but to a far greater degree. 
 

Hebrews 9:11-14 

 When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already 
here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is 
not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation. 

12
 He did not 

enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the 
Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal 
redemption. 

13
 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer 

sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that 
they are outwardly clean. 

14
 How much more, then, will the blood of 

Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to 
God, cleanse our consciences from acts [rituals] that lead to death, so 
that we may serve the living God! 

 
Jesus has fulfilled and replaced that central rite of Old Testament religion and 
in doing so has made the whole sacrificial system no longer necessary. 
 
But how? How is that Jesus’ death by blood is better than that of the Old 
Testament? Simply, he was a human sacrifice so in that sense he truly died 
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Reflection: 

• Often in Christian circles today, we consider ‘worship’ as 

that which is done in our church gatherings. Should we 

change this view? How? 

the human death.2 But the picture is greater than that because anyone can die 
for another. Jesus was also the perfect sacrifice. Jesus was the obedience 
man, the perfect man, and so lived honouring God in a way that humankind 
were called to right back in Genesis 1. He did what we could not. 
 
The practical implication of this for us is that we now are called to respond to 
what God has done for us – to be obedient (Rom 12:1). Christ’s obedience 
makes it possible for our new obedience (c.f. 1 Cor 6:20). Presenting 
ourselves as ‘living sacrifices’ to Christ it now the essence of Christian 
worship. Service motivated by faith in Jesus Christ and what he has done for 
us. 
 
Is it possible to truly worship without the work of Christ? No because 
acceptable worship is service rendered by those who truly understand the 
gospel and want to live out its implications in every sphere of life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Consider what Paul says in Romans 12:1-15:13. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
2
  You may remember from last week, that at no time in the Old Testament were the sacrifices offered 

human. 

Romans 12:1 

I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices  
holy and pleasing to God  – this is your spiritual act of worship. 

 

Romans 12:2 

Do not conform any longer to the patterns of this world  
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 

 Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is 
 – his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

Love and 
forgiveness to 
those outside 
the Christian 
community 

Romans 12:14-21 

Right 
relationships 

with ruling 
authorities 

Romans 13:1-10 

Live 
expectantly for 

Christ’s 
imminent return 
Romans 13:11-14 

Ministry to 
those within the 
body of Christ 
Romans 12:3-13 

Expressing 
love and 

understanding 
towards those 
with different 

opinions in the 
church 

Romans 14:1-15:13 
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Christian Worship = obedience to Christ. How is it that you know how to 
obey? You obey by his word. At both the beginning and the end of Romans 
the Apostle Paul speaks of Word ministry as fundamental to how he serves 
God – it is his priestly duty to proclaim the gospel of God (c.f. Rom 1:9, 
15:16). 
 
Notice the double agenda in this imperative. Serving God is primarily found in 
obedience to Christ as revealed in his Word, but it is others who benefit as 
you follow his word. We serve God by means of our service to one another. 

 
Jesus – our high priest 
 
In the Old Testament as considered last week there was one other 
requirement that the people needed to bring their ‘worship’ to God – that is a 
priest or mediator. Israel were not able to approach the tabernacle or enter 
into the ‘holy of holies’ of the temple but instead God had given them priests 
to make intercession for them. 
 
In the New Testament this role also has been taken over by Jesus. In contrast 
to the numerous and repeatable offerings that priests had to make on behalf 
of the people, in Jesus his intercession was and is superior and complete. 
 
See Hebrews 7:22b-28: 
 

Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant. 
23

 Now 
there have been many of those priests, since death prevented 
them from continuing in office; 

24
 but because Jesus lives 

forever, he has a permanent priesthood. 
25

 Therefore he is able 
to save completely those who come to God through him, 
because he always lives to intercede for them. 

26
 Such a high 

priest meets our need-- one who is holy, blameless, pure, set 
apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens. 

27
 Unlike the 

other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after 
day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He 
sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself. 

28
 

For the law appoints as high priests men who are weak; but the 
oath, which came after the law, appointed the Son, who has 
been made perfect forever. 

 
Why is it that Jesus can do what the Old Testament priests could not? First 
because it was not an animal that Jesus offers, it was himself. He died. 
Second, because Jesus did not stay dead, he also rose again and so is able 
to save completely those who come to God through him because he always 

� � � 

� 
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Reflection: 

• Have you noticed that often when people talk about 

‘worship’ and refer only to what happens when one goes to 

church, they are very often referring to what they 

individually enjoy and value at church? The emphasis is 

placed on what the individual gets out of the experience – 

how they are being served. 

What about the way they are called to serve God or to serve 

others?  

Exercise: 

• Much of Hebrews is dedicated to showing how Jesus has fulfilled and 

completed that which was set up in the Old Testament. 

• The argument concludes from Hebrews 12:28-13:17. Read it. 

a) In what everyday ways does the author suggest the Christian worships? 

b) Is this ‘worship’ restricted to what Christians do only for other Christians? 

Why/Why Not? (c.f. specifically 13:11-16) 

 

lives to intercede for them (Heb 7:25). It is because of the work of Christ as 
the final high priest that we now experience the blessings of the new 
covenant. 
 
So what does this mean today? It means that we have a new way of 
approaching God - it is by the mediator Jesus Christ. For this reason the 
author of Hebrews encourages Christians to draw near to God in confidence 
(Heb 4:14-16; 10:19-23). Is this an activity we do only alone? Not necessarily, 
it is an activity that happens as Christians gather together to encourage one 
another to persevere in love and obedience (c.f. Heb 10:24-25). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Conclusion 
 
As we read the New Testament time and time again it becomes clear that the 
tabernacle and temple, the sacrifices and the priesthood find their fulfillment in 
the saving work of Jesus, not simply in some ongoing activity of a Christian 
congregation. When across the generations, this truth has been forgotten, we 
have seen people invest primarily in buildings, rituals or clergy and in doing so 
those items have become the focus of worship. 
 
When worship terms are applied to believers, they highlight the nature of the 
relationship with God which Jesus has made possible and the lifestyle that 
should be an expression of the relationship. The nature of the relationship 
then is one of faithful obedience to God’s word and evangelism is the lifestyle 
that should be the expression of the relationship. 
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For next Week: 
 

• Read Unit 3.   
 
 
 
  

Application: 

• Consider what motivates you to go to church? Is it to serve God? Is it that 

you will be served and upheld amongst a group of friends? Is it that you will 

be able to serve others? 

• Is there anything that needs to change about the way you consider your 

involvement at church given what we have discussed today? 

• Is there anything that needs to change about the way you ‘worship’ from 

Monday to Saturday? 


