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Our Topic: Don’t Judge Me! Engaging the World on Justice and Judgement 

Many people hate the idea of judgement (‘Don’t judge me!’), yet love the idea of justice (‘That’s not 

fair!’). How do Christians understand and communicate to the world the biblical concepts of justice 

and the significance of coming judgement? 

For: All Christians wanting to think deeply, ethically and apologetically. 
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� Welcome – Equip + this Subject 

� KDN 

� Who are you – Name/Church? 

� Pray to begin. 

 Welcome 

This subject is aimed at Christians who want to think deeply, ethically and apologetically about a 

topic which surrounds us just about every day.  

 The cry for justice is often the call of our media. 

 The pursuit of justice is the endeavour of our legal system. 

 The expectation of a ‘fair go’ is the ethos of our Australian culture. 
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Yet, the mantra that is often rolled out is ‘Don’t Judge Me!’ – in fact if there was such thing as an 

accepted secular sin, it would be to be disagree with the position that a person holds. Opposing 

someone’s view is very often considered to be discrimination ‘you think you are right and I am 

wrong!’ 

The issue is that it is impossible to achieve justice, if we are not allowed to make a judgement call – 

one that distinguishes between what is right and what is wrong.  

How do Christians understand and then communicate the desirable Biblical concepts of justice 

alongside the significance of an undesirable coming judgment? 

� Ask the group – why have you registered for this subject? What are you hoping to take 

away? 

� Debrief – acknowledging what we are covering and what we won’t. 

 

Let’s introduce ourselves to the topic.  

 

Les Misérables 

 

In 2012 the movie Les Misérables was released – the musical movie adaptation of the 1862 Victor 

Hugo book. One of the greatest novels of the 19th Century. 

The novel follows the lives of several characters with particular focus on the conflict between the ex-

convict Jean Valjean (prisoner 46801) and his pursuer the lawman Javert. The backdrop is the years 

leading up to the failed 1932 French Revolution. 

The story examines the nature of judgement and law in contrast with the nature of truth and grace. 

The tension is that Javert upholds the rule of law as the ultimate arm of judgement and has no place 

for reconciliation. A wrong is a wrong and must be judged and accounted for. He is a man who sets 

the bar high and has no room for compassion or grace – to him that is weakness. 

Judgement passed, law imposed. 

Opposite him is Valjean who had been found guilty of stealing bread for his starving sister and 

family, and did his time (19 years). Upon release, finds that his past will never be forgotten because 

of his ‘yellow passport’ marking him out as an ex-convict – can’t get accommodation, work, money - 

so he skips parole, steals some silverware from a monastery where he had taken refuge. He is caught 

and when presented to the Bishop (Myriel ) he is shown a wonderful act of grace. Repentant, 

Valijean is challenged to be an honest man and he disappears to reinvent himself.  Which he does. 

Justice served, grace extended. 

 

In many ways, Les Mis, is a wonderful story because it holds that tension between justice and 

judgement. Javert loves the idea of judgement and retributive justice (where the wrong doer is held 

to account). Valjean experiences that hand of judgement, many would say excessive judgement – he 
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pays the cost and longs to be released from the shackles of judgement now that justice has been 

paid.  

Many of those ideas lie behind our topic. We want just justice for wrongdoing (particularly if it is 

against us) – but yet we don’t want to be judged for our (own) wrongdoing. 

� Ask the group: True or False! 

  Justice is when right is established?   True   False 

        (if false – what is justice?) 

  Judgement determines right and wrong?  True  False 

        (if false – what does? – and is the Secular and Christian Worldview different!) 

 Defining and Understanding the Biblical View of Justice 

Let’s see if we can work to define and understand the idea of Justice from the Bible. 

  Mishpat 

Micah 6:8 (ESV) says ‘do justice and love kindness and to walk humbly with your God’. 

The word here for ‘Justice’ in Hebrew is mishpat. It is a word that appears over two hundred times in 

the Old Testament. It’s meaning: treat people equitably. 

Leviticus 24:22 (NIV & ESV) warns Israel to ‘have the same law for the alien and the native born’ – 

the ‘same law’ here is the word mishpat. And so the word is being applied to all people and asks that 

there be consistency in the way justice is served. It involves the putting right of wrongs which may 

involve punishment, but not only, its scope is wider. 

As you look through the occurrences of the word mishpat across the Old Testament several classes 

of person arise and interestingly, the justice that is sought by the Lord is often for the benefit of 

those more vulnerable - e.g. Zech 7:9-10 ‘Administer true justice, show mercy and compassion to 

one another. Do not oppress the widow of the fatherless, the alien, or the poor’. 

God loves and defends those who are most vulnerable as a priority – that is a key element to his 

‘justice’ (see also Deut 10:18-19; 24:17-18; 27:19; Prov 31:8; Jer 22:3). 

  Tzadeqah 

But is there more to the biblical idea of justice?   

A second word to consider is the Hebrew word tzadeqah which means ‘being just’ or ‘being 

righteous’ and it usually refers to the way relationships are conducted – e.g. Ps 33:5 – ‘The Lord 

loves righteousness (tzadeqah) and justice’. Tradeqah refers to the day to day living in which a 

person conducts all relationship fairly, generously and equitably – in the first instance with God, but 

beyond that with others. 
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Job looks for righteousness (tradeqah) and justice (mishpat) in defending himself before God against 

the accusation that he had sinned (Job 29:14). And further you see in Job a desire to live justly and 

help those who need helping (Job 29:15-17; 31:13-28).  

His righteousness involves a rightness in relationships which includes an element of social justice. 

 

The concept and call to justice in the Bible is inescapable. 

� God loves justice – Is 61:8; Ps 37:28 

� God works for justice – Ps 103:6; 140:12; 146:7-9 

� God holds those who do wrong to account – a retributive justice.  

 When a person or organisation receives their due on account of some wrong they 

have done. 

 (When a person or organisation receives punishment of some kind but it is not on 

account of their wrong doing – it is called distributive justice (or injustice)). 

� God’s moral righteousness (his justice) towards humanity necessitates either the 

punishment of sinners or their expiation (whereby their condemnation is removed). 

 

Biblical Justice is a righteousness which is true and correct, reflecting the character and concern of 

God, and holds wrongdoing to account fairly and honestly. 

 A Christian view of justice involves: 

� The righting of wrongs,  

� a generosity and concern towards the most vulnerable 

� fair and honest dealing towards all others. 

� A reflection of the character of God. 

 

� Ask the group:  

 

How is this view of justice different to the secular worldview that we interact with? 

 

 

 

 

 

 Understanding a Secular View of Justice 

� Ask the group:  

 

How could you define the secular concept of justice? 
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Our society is deeply divided over the definition of justice. It is difficult to establish a foundation or 

an agreed upon basis for the measure of justice and so it is hard to establish a defining rule of 

justice. 

 

So, when it comes to justice – which ruling notion is right? 

 

1. the greatest good for the greatest number of people? 

 

2. the freedom for every individual to live as he or she chooses? 

 

3. when people live as they ought to in accord with morality and virtue? 

 

 Behind each of ‘notion’ is a ruling assumption which may be different for each person. Each 

person operates under a set of convictions and/or commitments which drive the way that they 

think. In fact, their judgement. 

Justice is always ‘judgemental’. 

Beneath all accounts of justice are sets of essentially ‘religious’ assumptions that we may or may not 

be allowed to discuss. And because we are not allowed to freely talk about those underlying beliefs 

(Christian or not) then it is hard to establish a governing rule of justice. What we do is establish law. 

 

� Exercise: Let’s think through the differences and similarities between the Christian and 

Secular worldview on justice. Agreed or Disagreed? 

Premise Christian Secular 

1. All people are wrongdoers 

 

Agreed Disagree 

2. Wrongdoing should be held to account 

 

Agreed Agreed 

3. God determines right from wrong 

 

Agreed Disagreed 
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Nearly everyone thinks they are on justice’s side. And by implication to be on the other side is 

flawed (therefore unjust). 

� COMMENT/QUESTION? 

 

 

 

Defining and Understanding Biblical Judgement 

Let’s turn our attention then to the question of judgement. 

Like the topic of justice, the Bible speaks a lot about judgment. Where there is sin, there is 

judgement! A good and early example is the flood Narrative (Genesis 6-9). 

� Exercise (in groups): Read Genesis 6:5-7:10 – consider the following 

 

1. Is God’s judgement arbitrary? Is he considered and deliberate or reckless?  

 

2. Does it please him to judge? 

 

3. Is his judgement a surprise, handed down without warning? 

 

4. Does God hold to his judgements? 

 

5. What is the consequence of his judgement? 

 

6. Does God show any mercy? 

 

 

What principles can we draw concerning God’s judgement? 

 

a. God’s judgement are never arbitrary (Gen 6:5-6) – considered and deliberate 

 b. God will always judge sin (Gen 6:7) and no sin escapes his notice (Rom 2:3; Heb 9:27; 

10:26-27) 

 c. God announces what he judges beforehand (Gen 6:13). 

 d. God always follows through on his decision to judge (Gen 7:4, 12, 23). 

4. Humans determines right and wrong 

 

Disagreed Agreed 

5. He/she who is ‘right’ should determine 

justice. 

Agreed (God) Agreed (Me) 
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 e. God’s judgements lead to death (Gen 7:17-24 c.f. Jer 51:18) 

But, we also learn that… 

 f. God’s judgements always include elements of both justice and grace – the flood begins 

with a curse (Gen 6:7) ends with a covenant (Gen 9:11). 

  If judgement issues death, then mercy issues life. (James 2:13 – ‘Mercy triumphs 

over judgement’) 

 Divine Judgement 

Biblically, divine judgement is understood in the context of sin, condemnation and repentance. 

 Sin is wrongdoing 

 Condemnation is the penalty for wrong doing. 

 Repentance (in Jesus) deals with sin, diverts condemnation. 

Let’s outline the logic here: 

• Sin calls for judgement - Rom 1:18; Col 3:5-6; Eph 5:5-6; 2 Peter 2:3. 

 

• God’s judgement condemns - Job 10:2; Jer 42:18; John 12:48. 

 

• God’s judgment is impartial - 1 Pet 1:17. 

• God’s judgement is right (just) – Gen 18:25; Eccl 11:9. 

• God’s judgement displays God’s mercy alongside his wrath – Ex 6:6; 7:4; Eccl 3:17; 12:14; 

Joel 3:2; 2 Cor 5:10. 

 

• God’s judgement brings condemnation (and therefore justice). 

 Upon the wicked and unrepentant – 2 Thess 2:12; Rom 5:16, 18; Rev 19:2. 

  And therefore a ‘negative’ judgement – Ezek 7:3, 8, 27; Rom 2:12. 

 

• But condemnation is addressed in judgement. 

 Also upon those trusting in God (OT) – Ps 34:22. 

 And to those trusting in Christ (NT) – Jn 3:16-18; 5:24; Rom 8:1-2. 

  And a ‘positive’ judgement – Matt 25:14-23; 1 Cor 3:12-15;  

 

• God gives opportunity for sinners to repent before judgement – c.f. Acts 17:30-31; Rom 2:4; 

2 Peter 3:9. 

 

 

• Discussion: (in groups): What role does Jesus play in keeping God’s judgement just? 
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Understanding a Secular View of Judgement 

 

Let’s turn our attention to the secular view of judgement. We have already observed that the secular 

rhetoric is a call not to be judged ‘Don’t judge me!’, ‘What is good for you is good for you, what is 

good for me is good for me’. 

 

� Ask the group:  

 

What is the issue here? 

  You cannot have justice if you don’t have judgement. 

 

� Exercise: Think through the differences and similarities between the Christian and Secular 

worldview on judgment. Agreed or Disagreed? 

Premise Christian Secular 

1. God is the just judge 

 

Agreed Disagreed 

2. I am the just judge 

 

Disagreed Reluctant Disagree 

3. The law is the just judge 

 

Disagreed Reluctant Agreed 

4. Punishment serves justice Agreed Agreed (most of the 

time) 

5. Punishment should be in line with 

wrongdoing 

Agreed Agreed 
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� Reflection: Consider the Andrew Chan and Myuran Sukumaran case (on Indonesian death 

row since 2006 for organising the import of heroin into Australia (not Indonesia). 

 

 Here is Sukumaran’s  most recent statement (March 2015) 

 

"I acknowledge more than anyone that I've made mistakes and that I'm 

not a perfect person, but I've learned a lot in prison and I am grateful to 

the Indonesian justice system and to the prison guards for allowing 

[me] to achieve all that I have for myself and for the other prisoners,"  

 

 Where does this case challenge the secular view of judgement? 

 

  Judgement is a justice issue. 

  The crime/sin matters – more to some than it does to others. 

  The law dictates the condemnation 

 Yet… 

  It is possible to be repentant 

  It is possible to be forgiving 

  It is possible to be merciful  

  But it is not possible to be just unless some form of punishment issued. 

 

The Bible recognises the place of secular judgment (although it never releases it from being under 

the authority of God). It suggests: 

 

• We can judge ourselves – 1 Jn 3:19-21 

• Governing authorities are given the role to judge right and wrong – Rom 13:1-5; 1 Peter 

2:13-17 

• The self-righteous should avoid judging  (Job 32:3; Luke 6:37; Rom 8:34, 14:3)because it may 

come back on them – Job 15:6; Ps 34:21; Luke 6:37; Rom 2:1; Titus 3:10-11. 

• We are not in a position to judge God (we sinners, he just) – Job 34:17, 29; 40:8 

• And when we are judged unfairly by others, the Lord may prevent or reverse – Ps 37:33; 

79:11; 102:19-20; 109:31. 

 

• Discussion: (in groups): What role does mercy play in a secular view of judgement? 

 

Law vs Grace in terms of Justice and Judgement 

 

6. Forgiveness is possible 

 

Agreed Reluctantly 

7. Repentance is possible 

 

Agreed Agreed 

8. Repentance should lead to mercy 

 

Agreed Not often 
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Come back to Les Misérables. Can you see in the contrast between Javert and Valjean the 

contracting views of justice and judgement? 

 

For Jevert… 

 

� Wrongdoing 

� Judgement 

� Punishment 

� Repentance 

� Law regulates 

 

For Valjean… 

 

� Wrongdoing 

� Judgement 

� Punishment 

� Repentance 

� Grace operates 

 

In many ways Javert is a great illustration of the limit of secular judgment and justice – which needs 

law to determine right and wrong. 

 

Whereas Valjean is a good illustration of the relational importance of judgement and justice – where 

mercy helps to determine right and wrong.  

 

Engaging the World on Justice and Judgement 

So how should Christians engage the world in areas of  justice and judgement? 

� Exercise: Given our discussion today… 

 

1. What are the key secular justice issues that would concern God today? 

  - refugees 

  - abortion rights 

  - welfare 

  - mental health 

  - education 

 

2. How can Christians engage in the world on justice issues? 

 

 - recognise that there will be competing view in society regarding justice – but yet 

some part of society will always recognise what the Bible calls ‘justice’. 

 

 - identify ourselves as Christians who seek justice for others. 
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 - get involved in issues – give voice and hand. 

 - speak for those who cannot speak for themselves – the vulnerable. 

 - speak with thoughtfulness and grace. 

 

 - it will be both necessary and desirable to work with others on secular justice issues 

(and that includes non-believers). It is possible that many who do not share the same belief 

will still share the goal for justice. 

 

 - the Christian manner of  involvement should be by humble cooperation and 

respectful provocation. 

 

 - challenge the underlining agendas that drive secular views of justice – and be 

willing to talk about moral and religious beliefs and how that influences judgements and 

behaviours. 

 - be willing to speak of justice relationally not just legally. 

 

 - promote the gospel – as it gives a defendable platform for seeing justice served – by 

law and by mercy. 

 

� COMMENT/QUESTION 

 

 

 

� Question: What has been most helpful about this subject? What will it change about the way 

your engage with the world? 

 

 

 

 

� Pray to close. 

 

Books to read 

Timothy Keller Generous Justice – How God’s Grace Makes Us Just. 

Leon Morris The Biblical Doctrine of Judgement 


