
5pm Church Family Together – Tues 16th /Wed 17th Feb 2016 

Apologetics – Worldview Matrix 

Introduction 

 

Welcome to week 2 of this edition of 5pm Church Family Together. Last week we considered 

what ‘Peer Discipleship’ was and why it is so helpful for us individually and corporately in 

growing as Christian disciples. 

 

This week we look at the topic of a ‘Worldview Matrix’ and specifically understanding the world 

of options in which we live. The aim here is that this will help in the way that we offer answers 

to the hope that we have in Jesus (1 Pet 3:15) 

 

 Getting started with world views. 

 

Everyone has a set of beliefs – not necessarily just religious beliefs, but beliefs which underlie 

the decisions that they make. ‘Beliefs’ are not the gullible acceptance of incredible things 

(although they can be), they are primarily the basic building blocks about which we each 

measure our reality. This is often termed our ‘Worldview’.1 

 

Worldviews are formed when our ______________________beliefs (or presuppositions) 

combine with our ______________________ beliefs (that which we take for granted) – and 

form our ____________________ beliefs. 

                                                 

1
  ‘Worldview’ comes from the German word Weltanschauung. 

Exercise:  

We all know the movie Wizard of Oz. Consider the main characters – The Lion, the Tin 

Man, the Scarecrow, Dorothy, the Wicked Witch of the West, the Wizard, Glinda the 

Good. At the possible risk of destroying what is most likely a simple and fun children’s 

story, what drives each character and the decisions they make? 
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 It is those working beliefs that help us process the world around. They explain life, give 

meaning, influence life choices etc. (e.g. the movie ‘Inside Out’ demonstrates this well). 

 

Even the most basic choices we make as humans (e.g. What will I eat?) are made from a 

framework of understanding ourselves and the world. Our decision is made in response to a 

decision to act (e.g. ‘I can’t think straight without eating’), or not to act (e.g. ‘I don’t want to 

spend the money’), or to delay the action (e.g. ‘I will wait till dinner and lose weight’). 

 

Working out a Worldview 

 

Worldviews generally have some core components – and if identified may help in working out 

our worldview. 

 

Human Nature 

Who am I? 

What is the nature of humanity? – animal, complex being, machine, creation of 

‘God’… 

Reality 

What am I? 

What is the nature of the universe and the world? 

Is there a God or gods? 

Was the world created by order or was it the result of chance? 

Death 

What happens when I die? 

Where do I find hope? 

 

Knowledge 

How and what can we know? 

How do I make sense of things? 

 

Value 

What is wrong or right? How do we determine? 

 

Purpose 

What is meaning? Why do I exist? 
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A basic Christian Worldview 

Christians, not unlike anyone else, hold to a certain Worldview – it is part of identifying as a 

‘Christian’.  

 

Exercise:  

 

Think through the core worldview components above – what would be a Christian 

Worldview? You may find reading Psalm 33 helpful: 

 

 Human Nature 

 

 

 

 Reality 

 

 

 

 Death 

 

 

 

 Knowledge 

 

 

 

 Value 

 

 

 

 Purpose 

 

 

 

 



5pm Church Family Together – Tues 16th /Wed 17th Feb 2016 

Apologetics – Worldview Matrix 

Ken D Noakes  4 

Alternative Worldviews 

 

What are some alternative worldviews that reject the Christian worldview? 

 

 

Exercise: Sort the following Worldviews into three categories: 

Those who: 

a. Say  ‘no’ to God (that is the presence a ‘deity’) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b. Say ‘yes’ to God (that is the presence a ‘deity’) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c. Are (generally) agnostic toward God. 
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• Monism – belief that only one supreme exists. 

• Polytheism - belief in multiple deities usually assembled into a pantheon of gods and 

goddesses. 

• Naturalism - idea or belief that only natural (as opposed to supernatural or spiritual) 

laws and forces operate in the world. 

• Materialism – ‘stuff’ matters (or is more valuable) than anything else. 

• Existentialism – emphasizes individual existence, freedom, and choice. Existence 

precedes essence. 

• Atheism - a belief that there is no God. 

• Naturalism - idea or belief that only natural (as opposed to supernatural or spiritual) 

laws and forces operate in the world. 

• Agnosticism – a belief that it impossible to know anything about God. 

• Feminism - define, establish, and achieve equal political, economic, cultural, personal, 

and social rights for women. 

• Pantheism – belief that the Universe (or nature) is identical with divinity, or that 

everything composes an all-encompassing, immanent god.  

• Marxism – struggle between social classes is the determining force in history. 

• Postmodernism - articulates that the world is in a state of perpetual incompleteness and 

permanent unresolved such that there can be no ultimate truth. 

• Spiritism - a range of spiritual or religious beliefs and – hard to lock down due to a highly 

eclectic structure (e.g. New Age). 

• Rationalism - regards reason as the chief source and test of knowledge. 

• Theism - the belief in the existence of deities involved in the world.  

• Nihilism – all values are baseless and that nothing can be known or communicated (e.g. 

extreme pessimism, radical scepticism) 

• Deism – belief in the existence of a supreme being, specifically of a creator who does not 

intervene in the universe. 

• Humanism – emphasizes the value and agency of human beings, individually and 

collectively. 
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Principles for talking about Worldviews 

 

So how do we use this knowledge of ‘Worldviews’ to point people to Jesus? 

 

Three key principles (to keep it simple): 

 

1. Discover the real issues. 

• Ask questions of the person to work out what is driving their worldview. 

• The best way to do that is to ask questions relating to the ‘core components’ (talked 

about above) in order to identify how the person thinks. (e.g. Human Nature, Reality, 

Death, Knowledge, Value, Purpose). 

Some examples: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Work out if there is a problem in their belief system. 

• When you consider the response you are given it should follow a basic logic. If it is a 

good theory, then it will be rigorous to challenge. 

� Does it fit the facts? 

� Does it make sense as a complete system? 

� Does it work in the real world? 

� Is it dependable? 

� Is it based on something outside of your opinion? 
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3. Respond in a way that points to Jesus. 

• Now you just want to get to the gospel and present the case for Jesus. 

• This can happen in many different ways: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• In talking to people with different worldviews, it is almost inevitable that they will be 

strongly committed to the view (they have made decisions based on these worldviews 

which have shaped their lives!). What they may not have thought through was ‘why’? 

 

• Since belief systems show a large degree of flexibility and a lack of precision, convincing 

a person to change their position may be a long and difficult process. That’s okay. Love 

them well and be patient, but don’t give up on them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: 

Basis of this discussion is taken from Apologetics MTC Distance Course, (Sydney: MTC, 1996), Ch 

7. Adapted by Ken D Noakes. 

 

Good books to read if wanting to explore further: 

 

• Simon Smart (ed.)  A Spectators Guide to World Views – ten ways of 

understanding life. (South Sydney: Blue Bottle Books, 2007). 

• James W. Sire  The Universe Next Door – a Guide Book to Worldviews (3rd Ed). 

(Illinois: IVP, 1997). 

 

Reflection: 

What has been most helpful for you? 

 

 

What next for you? 

 

 


